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TWOOD, CAPTAIN SYLVESTER F., of Mt. 
Clemens, Macomb County, was born in 1806, at 
Caledonia, Vermont. His j)arcnls cmij^ratcd to 
Genesee, New York, in 181 1. He allended school two 
years at Oxford, Canada, and, in 1S22, removed with 
his family to Mt. Clemens, Michij^an. Here his father 
shortly after died. He spent six years in commercial 
life; and began service on the lakes in 1830. Two years 
later, he was mate on a steamer, and, in 183^, \ra> 
captain of the steamer **Argo.'* Krom that time until 
1870, with the exception of a year spent in l*hiladclplii:i, 
he was in command of steamer?, on the lakes. He has 
been master of sixteen different hoat^i, running between 
Detroit and Buffalo, and Tuletlo and lUdTalo. In 1834 
he, in company w^iih two others, Imill the *' Lady of the 
Lake," at Mt. Clemens. Captain Atwood, while in 
command of the ** Robert Fulton," was .shipwrecked 
with two hundred passengers on board. He stood at 
his post and gave orders for the government of the 
boat, which was cast ashore, — dragging two anchors 
of two thousand and twelve hundred ])ounds weight, 
respectively, — and dashed to pieces during the night. 
Before daylight the captain had the satisfaction of seeing 
all safely landed, with tlie exception of two children. 
Captain Atwood was on board of **Walk-in-the- Water," 
the first steamer that ever floated on die lakes, in 1S20. 
He ran a boat between Buffalo and Detroit for twenty 
years, during which time he never tasted a drop of 
liquor. To his temperate habits his great success as 
captain is doubtless due. In 1835 ^^^ joined the Odd- 
Feilows in Bufl'alo; and helped to organize the first 
lodge in Detroit. He has taken all the degrees con- 
ferred by the Masonic Fraternity in this country. He 



is a Republican in politics, and an Episcopalian in 
religious belief. He is now retired from active life, 
enjoying rest and leisure at Mt. Clemens. He has 
been twice married; in 1827 to Eliza Hill, and in 1856 
to Mary T. ^Voolley. 
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VNCROFT, RANDOLPH STONE, Romeo, was 
ilij born December 8, 1820, in Trumbull County, 
C^^'-'* Ohio. The Bancroft family was first represented 
in this country, at Lynn, Massachusetts, by John Ban- 
croft, who arrived in 1632, on the •* James," from Lon- 
don. Mr. Bancroft is of ^Velsh extraction, but his 
father, Daniel Bancroft, was born in Westfield, Massa- 
chusetts. His mother, Ruth (Jones) Bancroft, daughter 
of Captain Silas Jones, of Revolutionary fame, was born 
in Barrington, Massachusetts. They settled in Ohio in 
1816. In September, 1831, the family moved to Lena- 
wee County, Michigan, and engaged in farming. Ran- 
dolph S. Bancroft was educated in the public schools of 
Ohio and Michigan. He left school at the age of fifteen, 
and worked with his father till he was twenty -one. He 
then engaged as teacher in primary schools in Lapeer 
County, Michigan, the family having removed to this 
place in 1837. Mr. Bancroft taught school until he was 
twenty-four. In 1844'he began the study of dentistry, 
at Cleveland, Ohio, remaining there for two years. He 
attended a course of lectures on chemistry and sur- 
gery at ^Vcstern Reserve College. He continued to pros- 
ecute his studies in this direction, in private oflices, till 
1848, when he entered upon the practice of dentistry 
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\Ve*«tcrn a<.ljiinct soiijrht new aflilialions. and was soon 
envclojxHl in clouds nf cnd>arra>>moni. Still Mr. I'an- 
crofr, liu-rally >inj;le-handcd, pushed on his road, and 
crimjdt'k'd il ti^ Flint ^'ily, a Jiawnj; pnint. SiibMC- 
qucnlly. the Port Huron and Lake MiriiiMan and the 
Peninsular companies were consolidated, and only alxul 
fifty miles remained to he built to make a ihitiuj^h line. 
The p;inic of 1S74 next occurred to dehiy Mr. Bancroft's 
hopes and thwart his plans. In 1876, however, he l)iiilt 
the road between Klint and Lansing, completing; the 
through line. 'I'he general business depressii»n uf the 
country has, of course, had its effect ujion this road, but 
it will remain a lasting monument to Mr. iJancruft's 
enterj)ri^e and perseverance. .Mr. Uancrofi has held 
many jmsitions of hont»r and Iru-^t, having been Secie- 
tary of the Stale Senate, I'uNimaster of Tort llurnn, 
member of the House ami Sennte. as well as a c;indida!e 
for Secretary of State anil f.ir ( <Mlgre^•^. He was elet tid 
the first Mayor of I'orl Hurtin, and or};;mi/ed its ciiv 
government. He was also, for eight yeais. Tidlector of 
the port, and then initiateil the mo>ement which le- 
sulleil in constituting a new coJUciion di■^trict. In 
jiolitics, Mr. Bancroft has always been a Uemociat of 
the conservative scluxd, and has stO"»<l high in his jiarty's 
counsels: he has been a member of its Si.ite and Na- 
tional (.'ommittees, and three times a nitniber of its 
National Conventions. He is a warm, un^clti-h friend, 
and a lively opjxment. As a writer, he wieldeil for 
years an influential ])en in the politics of the State; 
while, as a speaker, he has ranked among the best. 
His campaigns usually kept hi.s opponent^ (piite bu-^v, 
and are remembered by many of lK)lh j>arlies. He h;i> 
a delightful home at Port Huron, and (.me of the llne.-^t 
private lilnaries in the State. In comfortable circum- 
stances, and surroumled bv a large circle of relatives 
and friends, Mr. r)ancroft ought to enjoy some of the 
fruits of a life of remarkable industry, enterprise, an«l 
integrity. 



School Committee. In March, 1S54, he removed to 
K<mieo, Macomb <'«iunty, Michigan, and entered upon 
the ]>raclice of law. The following year, he became 
Principal o( the Dickinson Institute, — formerly a branch 
of the State University. — l«»cated at that place, and was 
c«.innccied with that institution f)r throe years. During 
the years 1S5S, '50, and '60, he was Superintendent of 
Public Schools in the citv of Ann Arbor. He removed 
from there to Jackson, where he held a similar position 
for live years. On leaving scho^d work, in the summer 
of 1S65, he returned to Macomb County, and engaged 
in farming. In April, 1S67, he was elected County 
Superintendent of Schools for his county; and, on the 
1st of May following, he entered upon the duties of 
that oflice, in which Jic served four years. During his 
la^t official term, he was made President of the State 
Association of County Superintendents. He was Direc- 
tor of the Romeo IWiion School District for eight years, 
from its organization in 1S67 ; and was, for many years, 

• 

Secielarv of the Ccjuntv Agiicultural Sticietv. He had 
charge of the public schools in the village of Ml. Clem- 
ens, the countv-seat of Macomb Countv, for the school 
year 1S71-72. l!i Xovetnber, 1S72. he was elected State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, on the Republican 
ticket, an«l was re-elected in 1S74. After a service of 
f'»ur years, he retired from oflice on the 1st of January, 
I^^77. Mr. Ilriggs is an honorable business man, de- 
v(»trd to the interests of educati(.^n and morality; and 
an indi.>mitable wmker in the interests of the commu- 
nity and the ])eople at large, when called to ])ublic 
ijffice. He is one of the most influential men in his 
eountv. 
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l/RIC(iS, D.WIKL B., of Romeo, I'x-Suj^erin- 
' |i tcndent of Public Instruction of Michigan, was 
c"^. '• born at Adams, Berkshire County, Massachu- 
setts, February 13, 1 829. His parents were natives of 
the san\e State. After pursuing for some years an aca- 
demic course of study, in lS44 he enteietl Williams 
College, fioni which he graduahMl in 1S4S. He inime- 
diatelv commence<l the study of law; and was a(lmilte<l, 
in 1S50, to ])raclice in the cmirts fif Massachusetts. 
About the close of that year, his native town estab- 
lished, in compliance with legislative enactment, a free 
High .School; an«l Mr. Briggs was chosen to the princi- 
pai-^hip. which position he held for three years. During 
this time he also diil service as a member of the town 



'i[7lSSKLL, REV. HENRY NKWTON, of Mt. 
^1 ¥' Clemens, Michigan, was born in East Windsor, 
■C^t "■ Connecticut, June 2, 1S16. He is the son of 
Alison and Jtianna (I.>art) Bissell. His ancestors were 
earlv settlers in Hartford, and were of Huguenot de- 
scent. His early opportunities for an education were 
those furnisheil by the public schools of the State. 
These he improved, until he was sixteen, working dur- 
ing the summer on his father's farm. In I S3 2 he en- 
tered an academy, working out of school hours to pay 
his exj»enses. His father allowed liim to deciile whether 
he w«iuld be a farmer, or take his books and, by his 
own ellVirls, ijblain an eHucali«)n. He determined upon 
the latter couise, and began the study of Check and 
Latin. He pur^uctl his classical studies, inierruj)ted by 
teaching, until 1S35 ; when, at Milan. (Miio, whither the 
family had meanwhile rem<.>veii, he commenced reailing 
the te\t-books for the Ereshman Class iu Vale College, 
'i'he following year, he entered the Si>phomore Class at 
Vale College. He seized every o))portunity of helping 
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himself, and, assisted by his f.iiher. (graduated in 1S39. 
He relumed to Ohio, and laujilit three years, at Elyria 
and Milan, to gain the ncci'>-aiy funds for the further pros- 
ecution of his studies. He a^kiMl no aid from benevolent 
societies; but trusted to his own efl'nris and kind Prov- 
idence to work hi■^ wav into sonic sphere of activity and 
usefubiess. In 1S42 he entered the Theolojjical Semi- 
nary of the Western Reserve ddloge. While studying 
at that institution, he taught in the preparatory depart- 
ment, of which, in his third year, he had entire control. 
IJv continued efforts, he educ.iltMl his voun"e■^t brnjhor. 
who has been a nii»ii)n:irv in lIindoo>ian for tweniv- 
five years. At the do-e of hi> tlieohigical course, he 
settled at Lyme, Ohio, au'l remaini'd in that held nine 
years. For the past twenty-five \ear-. lie ha^ laburrd in 
Mt. Clemens, Michigan, where lie n-nuive'l in 1S5.J. 
In May, 1S46, he married Fli/.ilK'.h ll.il(! llnl»]'ard, «if 
Manche-'ter, Connecticut. lie a-lopled two -on^ of hi.^ 
brother, the missionaiy. and aide-l tlnin un'.il il ey 
graduated at the ^Ve■^tcrn Ue^erxe Cili«;4<\ lIi-» >>nij a- 
thies have always been with ih"-e ulii> a-lv. laied t!ii- 
right of all men, of whatever eol.ir or ii;i;i iuality. i.i 
their own persons, and to payiinTii lor th-ii '.al.-r. l>ui- 
ing the civil war, his v«»iee wa> evei f-iv '.lii' < io\eii;m.Mit. : 

■ 

Although not connected wiih llu- army, lie went t<» 
Virginia, while the army ^la■^ lil'>i<- Ki- hiii. '!.■!, in iS<)2; 
and to Nashville, while Sliermaii \^a^ jmi-n^Iiw inrwaiil 
to Atlanta. Here he laborril i:i llu- JM-jiiaU ami In Iped 
to send the sick anil wounded lo liome- of •piiet nnd ' 
convalescence at the North. 'Ihe "viinaiy wusk of a 
pastor, and attendance upon ecele>i;i-tiial and biMe\o- 
lenl Conventions^, have occupied Mr. r>i^«rH''» Liter years: 
and his labrjr-* have an enduring reiord '\\\ the lieari- 
and lives of ihu.sc whom lliev have reached. 



idential Elector on the Republican ticket. He repre- 
sented his district in the I'ortv-first, Fortv-.sccond, 
Forty-third, Forty-fourth, and F<»rly-fifth Congresses. 
In the last elect ii'ii, he receive«l fifteen thou^^and eight 
hundreil anil eighteen voles, against thirteen thousand 
one hundred and seventy-seven given the Democratic * 
candidate, Anson E. Chadwick. 



-•■>•- 



I ONGKR, HON, OMAR D., of Tort Huron, was 
V born in iSoS, at C«.'Operilo\vn, New ^'ork. He 
S^ ■ removed with his father, Kev. V.. Conger, to 
Hunni County, Ohio, in 1S24. lie rierixed the iii- 
strnttit)n given in the common schools ; pursu«'(l his 
academic studies, at Huron Jn^ititute, Milan, Ohio; and 
graduated from the Western Keserve Colli ge in 1X42. 
From 1S45 to 1S4.S he was engaged in the ge')logical 
survey and mineral explorations of the I,:ike Superior 
copi^er and iion legion.s. In iS.jS he rrmo\ed to I'oit 
Huron, .Michigan, ami engageil in the j>raclice of law. 
In 1S50 Mr. Conger was elected Judge of the St. (.'lair 
Counlv Court. He was elected .Stale Senator for the 
biennial terms of 1S55, 1S57, and 1^50; ami, duiing the 
last term, was made I're-.i'lent. pro Lmpoiw r)f the Senate. 
In i8<')0 he was ehcted a member of the (.'onstitntional 
Convention of Michigan; and, in 1S64, was a Pre.s- 



/| ANFIFM), WILLIAM, late of Mi. Clemens, was 
l|. "j^ iiorn at Saybrook, Mi'ldlc'-ex ("ounty, Connecti- 
^T^ cut, .May 26, iSoo. He was the third son of 
J<el aid Sa!;ih (I'eleis) (.antield, whose anecslor.s were 
■im«m;.: the eaiije^t eulnnial ^-ettlers of Conneiticut. He 
r>cii\i.d hi"« eduraiioii piineip;dly at the public schools 
ol I hirif'T-l. wIhmi- he was .sent when ipiite \oung. 
-\f:i.i lr..\ir.g .-el-.o'l, at the age «)f sixteen, he was ein- 
ii'.'.iveti for a numlier of veais as a clerk in a store in 
til. 1 1 eil\. In IS JO. when not vet Iwentv-one vear.s of 
.\ji^v. In- c..n.e to Miel;ii;.ui. and SLltled at Mt. Clemens, 
a- a nuieh.int. On the lj;ili of May, 1S30, he married 
.\mi! (. leniens, (i.inghter of ju-lgr Chri'.tian Clemens; 
il'.e lalif r was the louiuler of the village which bears 
lii>. name. In iSj2 Mr. Cantield was appointed, by 
(ioxcitior Stevens T. Mason, SheritT of .Macoinb County, 
which oliice he lu-M for a number of years. He was 
maile <Juai terma>ter by (ioxeim-r < "a-s, and, subse- 
quenll), l!i igadier-General in the State mililia. In 1S35 
he punh.i.-c'l a larm a«ljoiuing the village, and resided 
upou il until his death, which occuried September 6, 
1S77, lly his skill, en<.rv:y, and i dustry. he made his 
faini, wliich wa*- a wd.lernr>is when he became its owner, 
oi:tr of :hc tiuv^t and best in the county. He was de- 
voifd to farming; and, as an (tflleei of b«ith the .Stale 
and county agrieullur.'d societies f»tr a nund)er of ycar>, 
did much to develop and pi>>mot(: the faruiing inieie-tts 
in the Stale and county. Although nextr a jriliiician, 
in the onlinary sense of the woril, Mr. ianlield alwa\s 
entertained a lively interest in p\d»lic affairs. As one 
»)f the original anti-.hnery men. he diil iH)t a little lo 
encourage that sentiment whioh has since renu)\ed the 
blot i.>f human slavery from our C'">unliy. Jn 1S44 he 
was a candidate for (ongress, upon the ticket whii.h was 
heailed with the name of James (1. Hiiuey as candi- 
d.iie for rrrsidenl. In 1844 anil 1S52, he supjiorted the 
I'rees»»il party. In iS^.j. as a men.ber of the famous 
Jai kson Convention, he as>ist<'d in the orgatii/ation of 
the kejjublican j»arty. to which he ever alter iemaiin.d 
a stanch adherent, in the same viar he was nitminatefl 
for State .Senator, but was difealcd at the rieetion by a 
few votes. In 1850 he was reui.niin.ited for the same 
ftffice, and was elected by a very large in.ijority. He 
was re-elected in 185S. Fium iS02 to 1805 he was 
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Assistant Assessor of Internal Keveniie. For a niimhcr 
of years ])rior to his death, lie was a member of the 
villajre Board n( Krhication. Mo discharged the duties 
of every puldic j)Osition which he was called upon to 
occupy, with ability and unquestioned fidelity. Iu(lee<I 
the mu.st scrupulous lionesly marked nil his dealings i!i 
private as well as pubbc mailers. Mr. Canfield was a 
member of the Conj^regational I'hurcli; a ronstant and 
regular attendant uj)On juiblic \\()r>hip; and, in his daily 
life, at home and abroad, he ilbistrated the i)recepis 
and teaehing of his di\inc Master. He \\as a man of 
large general informaliun, and there are few subjects 
upon whioh he was not able tn converge in.siruetively 
and intellieentlv. In ctmversalion he was verv inter- 
esting. Kind an<l afrecti«'>naie in his family, honest and 
generous in all his intercour.-e with oiiiers, he was loved, 
honored, and respected by all who knrw him. His death 
was sineerelv lamented, not only bv his imme<liale familv I 
and relations, but by the cnlire community in which he. 
resided. i 



j|"LARKE, CAPTAIN JOHN, late of St. Clair, wa^ 
|i V born at Bath, Maine, July 20. 1797. In 1S12 he 
tj"^* went to Augusta, Maine, and accepted a silualion 
in the mercantile establishment of T. Snrgent. C.>n 
account of ill health he was snon cum pel led to give uj. 
the position antl return home. His physicians advi.-ed 
him to travel in Europe: and. in April. 1S15. he sailed 
for Bremen. After traveling through (iermany, I'ngland, 
and Scotland, he embarked for Boston, at LiNerpncl, 
wiih his uncle. Captain F. Clarke. When abnul in mi«l- 
oceau. during a severe gale, the vessel foundered, ami 
the passengers and crew weie obliged to take to the 
small boats. After three days, they were picked up by 
a dismasted brig from Scotland; and, at the end of three 
more <lays, the "James Madison" came to their relief. 
a!id took them safely to Philadelphia. From there 
Captain Clarke reached his home in Maine. He served 
as clerk in a store n)r a short time; atul. in 1S17, 
removed to Hallowell. Here he engaged as a clerk 
with Page & (iitshell for seventy-five dollars a year, the 
largest salary j)aiil at that time. At Hallowell, Mr. 
Clarke united with the Ba])tist Church, and at once 
took an active part in Sabbaih-scho<ds. In 181S he 
removeil tc» Belfast and engaged in mercantile business 
with more than average prosperity. Scxin after, on 
account of failing healili, he returned to Hallowell. In 
December, 1S19, he marrieil Mary Sherbun, of Hallo- 
well. He espoused the principle^ of the early Repub- 
lican parly in the election of 1 homas Jefferson to the 
Presidency; and, afterwards, gave his support to the 
ndmini.strations of Madisrm and Monroe. He worked 
faithfully forlieneral Jackson in the following campaign, 
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which resulted in the election of John Quincy Adams by 
the House of Representatives. Although Captain Clarke 
resolutely refused, at this time, to accept any political 
position, he undertook many difficult tasks for his party, 
and j)erf«irmed them in such a manner as to elicit the 
highest praise from the Governor of Maine and other 
prominent olficials. In 1829 Captain Clarke was called 
on public iMtsiness to ^Vashington; here he was received 
with c«»urtesy by President Jackson, although arriving 
loo late to prevent the signing of the bill for the admis- 
sion of Michigan. The Governor of the Territory and 
other prominent men waite<l upon the President at the 
lime of Captain Clarke's visit; anil to them, in the 
presence of the Secretary of State, the President made 
the following statements: *' N'ou have no influence with 
the Cabinet. We lonk to .Mr. Clarke for all the infor- 
mation we <lesire. \N"e know him and have the fullest 
confuleiice in him." The Secretary of Slate afterwards 
s:iid lo Mi-, riarke ih.ii he hatl but to mention what he 
desired, in the gift of ilie Pre^iilcnl, and he would 
receive it. t'apt:iin ('l.irke, however, declined to accept 
any oHice. In 1S30 he went to Michigan and opencil a 
mercantile esiiiblishnient on Wooilwaid avenue, in De- 
troit. In the fall of 1S32. he jMircha.scd a large tract of 
land (>n St. Clair River: anil, in the following sjning, 
removeil lo where the cilv of Port Huron now stands. 
In iSj5 he renioNcd to (hina. a few miles behiw St. 
("lair, where he iesidc«l until his death. Captain Clarke 
was one of the delegates lo the convention which met in 
Detroit. May 11, iJj'JS, for the purpose of framing a State 
( 'onstiiuiion. At the first election under this constitution, 
he Wiis choscn Slaie Senal».>r for the Fifth District with- 
out a dissenting vote. He was re-elected the following 
term. Every effort was made by his friends tt) obtain 
periuissiini to place his name before the l.egisl.iture for 
the Senate of the I'niteil States, but he would nor con- 
sent. In 1S57 he was again elected to the Slate Legis- 
lature, and aided materially in the election of Zachaiiah 
Chandler lo the United States .Senate. In 1837 he was 
a[^l)oinlec.l, by President Jackson, one of two C'ommis- 
sioners lo investigate the title of the Indians to the 
lands they claimed in Michigan. He was afterwards 
ajtpointed, by President Van liuren. Receiver of tiie 
Eand-oflice at Ionia, but declined to accept the po.sition. 
lie was a member of the Stale (!onvenlion of 1850, 
which met for the j^urpose of revising the State Consti- 
tution ; and took a prominent ])art in the deliberations 
of that body. When James Buchanan was nominated 
for the Presidencv bv the Democratic partv, Mr. Clarke 
gave his .support lo Fremont, who, he claimed, repre- 
sented the true j^rinciples of JelVerson and his associates. 
Ca])lain Clarke was a prominent Free Mason, having 
united with the fraternity in Belfast, Maine, in 1S20. 
During advancement, he traveled over fifty miles to 
receive the Chapter degrees. He was elected Eminent 
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Commander of the T"liii t'larke Coinmaiulcry, <>f St. | XorthfK-lil, ii««\v al 'I'ilton. New namp>hirc. In 1S52 
("lair; and, afUTwanK, hehl llie s.mui position in llio ! he cnj^nj;L''l in thi; lunilM.-r l^n-^iness, at < Kvrlaiul, Ohio. 
l*ort Huron Comn».iii(lfry. ri<.)ni iheir i-NiaMishmenl to ; Two ycii-^ later he f-rnied a partnership with kciihrn 
a short time heiore liis dealli, — a j-eiind ol" (ixir ten ' Mii«)re, >>( St. <.'Iair, Mi^liij^'.in. in thr "^anie lui^ines", 
vear>. he was not ;jl)^riil iVuni a nieoiih': of riiher of and went to Iklioii, whtie lliev owiM.d a luinher-vard. 
tliesc bodies. ( apiain (. larke confern-'l nioie Knightly . On tlio dentil o| lii^ partner, in lN57, Mr. CI.irKc ic- 
orders than ativ iitiier Imminent Coniniamler in tile >>'.aie. : niiivi-d l-i St. ( laii'. Mii.hi-'un. and was fm|)h>ved in 
lie was elei-.ted Rii;ht Kndtienl (Irand ( 'onininudrr i.f Nittlinj^ the r^^taie of Mr. Mi>orc. In 1S57, «in the erca- 
the (irand ('••mmandeiy n[ the Stale, and was app"»iiitid tii-n of the ollice of CMiinty Superintendent in the 
Vice Kminent < irand < 'nptain-C.iencral of tlie (iLiieuil einnnion->cli()«d s\>tem of Michigan, Mr. Clarke was 
(Irand (.ommanilerv cjf tlie United Sla!o•^. tin- ihlid -si.i- idected lo tlu- olfiee. and retained it four vears. In 
tion in the order in America. Ilewa^ kii«iwn tlin'i:;^ni..iii 1S71, on the or^ani/alion of the rir>t National iJank of 
the I'nitin as a prominent l'ire-Ma-<in: and u-vei\«(l n ^l. < 'air, hi- was vlnj^cn Vice-l*resideiit ; an«l. fair years 
numhcr of vahiahlc presents fn-m the h.'ti:! niiy. (. ;iji- , lau 1, i-m ilu- rivJL^'natinn nf the Cashier, a«'rej>ted that 
tain iMarke had been 'piite feel-Ii- -iiicc .1 -cvcie aJt.i-. U p"-';i>N. 1 hi- oIik-.; he now hohU. lie is connected 
of illness. fr«?m whi'.ii he li.ic] so far i»i«»\(:ed a- wi:h rh-,- Ma^oioi- Itaioinity, which he joined in 1S46, 
to lie able ti> jjo «miI. when he w a- '..ikun uii!; hem- a: M id liit.-wii. ( "■..:iiiecticiit. lie has been f«»rtv \ears 
orrlia;;e of the bladdiT. aiid \\a> iin ■>ii>t iiu- tV.r ilie a nujui'.i •■f tin' M«.i!uiiii,t K]'i»C'ij'al CluiM.di. 'l"hi»U|;h 
last twent\-four liinii'; i-f hi> lile. lii- l.:i\e, time e.li.auii a !'eiii'>uat, ai;!i;'.ithv to sla\crv carlv led him 



dau-hters. — Mrs. \V. I). Ila:!, Mi^. U. M. je-,!... .f St. 
Clair, and Miss Helen I >. <.'iaiI-:"\ wl.'» ]i\i i \w-]\ l.ei 
father on his farm. 1 1 is wife liiel ab >\\\ i;\; yen ^ .1^-.. 
Cai)tain Clarke was in com:-'-. lable i. iu ■..Mi-i..i;ce- aad 
left a large ]>ro])erty. The a--eiid.; !-o w'ili ^;i;!r re-.l 



I" i<::i : In- .1 .li-i i\ I rv iMrtv. lie was .succes-ivelv an 
A! .1' \\ n.-t. a I il-eii\ \\\\\\ man, a member of the Free- 
-■il ;■..!*.). \\\A \\ Kej uli'u.an. lie now ailheres t'j the 
piiii'i:!es '-t :l;e last named paily. In November, 
I ^51. I.e iiia::ii-l Mi-- ('. I*. liijsuii, (»f Varmonlh INirt, 



at his funeral was imjni.Nin-. U<!...;i\ e .. Iiir:i.!>. ari I ' Ma->-.ai 1h;-.i;i-. Tiny lia.ve had two children, one of 
neighbors came fmm c^eiy diic". ti-.-n, m.ii:\ fiDHi .■ lii-- w Imni ■l;-, 1 in «. hiMhi-.t 1. In 1S77 ihe elder graduated 
tance, to pay thiir la-t re-pi ci- t'> hi> nuni'>ry. The h'»m :lie \\ i'^!e\ an I niversjiy, Middlelnw n, ( onneclicut, 
exercises were cmidiicle'l by K<.\ eri:;<ls i;. \1. IMaii- li.ii d wi:h a !ii.;li rej>!ii;ui.>n for sclmlarshi]). ranking lirst in 
and F. M. Uarlow, an^l the (liaiid ' ••minanilei y nf In- cla--. lb' i> n<»w pursuing a post-graduate course at 
Knights Temjdar. About si\ hundred ]n.i^(iii> ii-ti.nei the -ame university. 
to the seivices, while ]iriiltal.'ly an e'|nal niind)er, iinlii<l- 
ing two liundred Ma-. mis, wi re unal)Ie t<> find st hkIIii- 
room. I''ew of the «»M sctlhr.". were s.i will kiiowii and 
.so generally loved atid iesi.cile<l a- Mi. ( l;iiUe. 
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LAKKl-:, John (•CkUIl-:K, of St. Clair. Mich- 
! \ igan, was bi»rii .at ("hesliT, Ruckingham ("unntv. 
^-r^/ New Hampshiie, Maieh ,?, I.S22. and i-. tin- ihiid 
son of lohn and IJi/alieih ("laike. Thi^ foundi 1 of ihe 
family in this cKunlrv wa^ Naihanie! ( larke, Imuu in 



\Ki:, MAJOR CRAWLKV P.. of Romeo. Chief- 
l)ei)nt\ I'niteil States Marshal fur the I'a.siern 
Pisiiicl of Michigan, was l)i.»rn at Kempville, 
Ontario, Seiilt.nd»er 15. iS^^o. lUilh his ]>ari'nts were 
nalivi'> nf New Kni^land. lie reinovcil with them, when 
twel\<' yiar.s ni aj;e, fr Mn ( "anada to St. l.n;\rencc 
<'<mnly. New NniU. lla\ing olitaine<l a guml ci>mmon- 
sclifil I'lbnMiii-n. he went to Ronn'n. Michigan, at the 
a''e ol ei;'li:iin. and wa- lin-ie v niplnviil a- .1 dn:«'-'i<t':» 



104.4. He w;is a nKicli.inl of .\ew bury por t, Mas.;ichu- cleik. Siil.-i-.iuen: !\ , he licanie j'aihiei in a di ug store 
sells, when: he owned nuieh pn^juMty. Mi. < In I.e'.- al .\iinada. In iSoj. ibniii;; tin- -ec<in"l \ear «>f the 
jiati-rnal grandinnlhcr was a Scotch eniigranl. who 1 .niie war, upon .1 ( il! lor in"ii' tionj.v. In- riceiMd aulhoriiv 
III this couiilry ju-i beloic ihc war ol the I\e\<»]uii')n. lo iii-e a (■■ni|.n:\ of men ; he recriiifid one hundreil 
\\y)\.\\ of his grandfalhei-, I >a\ id Clarke and l)a\id and lwenl\ men in Ma<. • 'mh t uunlv, and was musicteil 
Cuirier, were Revobil ionarv soldi<i<. and fouijlii al lln: in as ("aiiain. Auv^iist 1 1. iSoj. His Ci.nU'anv wa.s at- 
battle «»r Reiinington, aii'l in other enj;a.L;enients, M|-. . tai hed iit ilie 5lh \li< i;i^.in ( av.i!i\. whii.li ieride/\ou«ed 
Clarke tilted f'»r cojlri^c al rembi'ke. New Hanipdine. i at De'roi: while "-igai.i. inL; : and ua- lln- iit-l l"ull com- 
and graduated al the Wcsleyan Cni\ersity, M iddlei.ow n, i pany of thai regimi.nl, w]ii<h was under ilie command 
(■(innecticwt, in 1S4S. Alter leaving college, he w as : of ( mIoucI j. T. ( i-j.-eland. The legiment lelt for the 
first as>istant teachei ; and. afierwatds, Triucipal of the ! seal of war in \i:ginia, in Hecendx-r, iS(i2; it was one 
New Hampsliire Conlerencc Seminary, then hicaled at | of the four regiments conij)rising the Michigan Cavalry 
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Iirigcide, under the command of General Custer, which did 
bomc of the severest tij^hling of the war. Captain I.)ake 
was jiromotcd to ihc rank of Major, I)eceml)t*r 31, 1862. 
lie participated with his command in the foilowinj; en- 
gagements: Hanover, Virginia; Iluntertoun and Celtys- 
l)urg, Pennsylvania; Monterey, Cavetown, Soutlitown, 
Biion^boro, Haj^erstown, Wiiliamsport, and Falling 
Waters, Maryland; Snicker's (ia[), C^ulpcjiper Court 
House, Raccoon Ford, While's F'ord, Jacob's Sliop, 
James City, llrady's Station, Ducklaml's Mills, Steven^- 
burg, Morion's Ford, The Wilderness, Beaver Ham 
Station, Yellow Tavern, Meadow Bridge, Milford, 
Hack's Sho]^, Ballimoro Cross-roads, Trevillian Siation. 
an<l i'old Harbor, Virginia. On August 19, i8'»4. Maj'-r 
Hake resigned his commission, and returned to Micii- 
igan to as>ist in raising another regiment, to be kn«>\\n 
as the 30th Michigan Infantry, of which he had ihe ap- 
pnintment of Lieutenant-Colonel. After eight ct.mpa- 
nies were raised, however, they were di^»tributed aniuiig 
the 3d and 4tli Michigan Regiment-., at the urgenl enll 
for troops for General Sherman's army; and the raising 
of the 30tli Regiment was abandoned. Major Hake 
continued the work of recrniliiig men fir the army 
until the war was brought to a cIonc, when he reiuriunl 
to Romeo. In May, 1S60, he was appointed, by l*re>- 
Ment (jrant. Assessor of Internal Revenue of the Fifth 
Collection District of Michigan, and, subse(piently, when 
the oftices of Assessor and (.'ollector were con-oliilaicd, 
he was appointed Collector. This ottue he held until 
the consolidation of the two districts, in Mauli, 1^77. 
He soon afler received the appointment of Chief-I 'ej'Uty 
United Slates Marshal for the Eastern L>istricl of Mich- 
igan, which position he now holds. 
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JOCGI.AS, ISAAC, I). D.S., of Romeo. wa.s born 
in Troy, Oakland County, Michigan, May 25, 
^ ^.- ^ 1S30. His father, Nathan Houglas, the son of 
Rev. Caleb Douglas, emigrateil lo Troy, ( )akland County, 
Michigan, in 1824, where he lived ns a farmer forty 
years. He had seven s<ms and two daughters, all but 
one of whom lived lo mature age. About the time of 
the marriage of his youngest daughter, he sold hi.-, farm, 
and removed to Otisco, Ionia Count v. Here he cele- 
brated the fiftieth anniversary of his marriage. Marcli 
S, 1874; and died Di.cendx'r (>, of the same \e.ir. Hi" 
wife, Frances (Sniiiii) Douglas, is living willi a daugh- 
ter, near I'ewam<». loni.i »'ounl\, Micliigiin. Na.ic Doug- 
hih attended schotil in winter, w lien he couM be rrlea.-e'l 
from farm work, until he wa-^ twcnly-one M-ars ulij, 
l.)uring his twentieth summer, be^ide^ working on the 
farm, he studied tlentislry with his el- lest broilicr. t\ S. 
Douglas, who hatl a temporary oflice in his f.iiher's 



house. The following winter and summer, he continued 
to study with his brother, who had removed to Romeo; 
and reuKained w iih him until the brother's death, which 
occurrc'l June il, 1852. He then carried on the biisi-' 
ness in his own name. Soon afterwards, he fell the 
need of a more thorough knowledge of medicine, in 
<jrder to practice dentistry with the best success; and, 
in the fall of 1852, began to study with Dr. Wyker, at 
the same time continuing his <lenial practice. In 1854 
hi-« health faileii, and he was cjbliged to partly relin- 
(juish his practice. He was under allopathic treatment 
about lifteen months, during which time he was steadily 
failing. He then began the use of homeopathic reme- 
dies, and was entirely cured in four weeks. While 
taking this treatment, he began the study of homeop- 
athy, umler the direction of Doctors F^llis and Drake, 
\^\ Detroit; ami c«»nlinued it, in connection with his 
ilcntiil practice, until the fall of 1858. He then went 
t.i < l«ivel.nul, Ohii), and entere<l the medical college, 
whiMe he lodk a course of lectures, and passed the 
exnuiinalion. He ilid not receive a diploma, because the 
college chaiter retjuired a certain term of study there, 
in^ mailer what the (|uali!lcation of the student. He 
ieturne«l to R-Mmo, Michigan, and practiced medicine, 
in connection with ilentistry, until 1865, when his den- 
l.il partner left liitn, and he decided to give his undi- 
viderl attention to dentistry. Since that lime, he has 
ma<le fdling teeth a specially. In 1865 his brother, 
Flan (1. Douglas, became a student in his ofhce, and 
remained two vears. He then took another brother, 
H. F. Douglas, fur two years. These two brothers are 
now successful operators. — one at Lapeer, and the other 
at I'cnton, Michigan. Since 1873, Doctor Douglas has 
had two students who have gra<luate«l, — (»ne in home- 
opathy, and ihe (»ther in allopathy. Doct«.>r Douglas 
once ))ul in nineteen liilings in six hours; and had the 
salisfaclion of seeing the patient, seventeen jears after, 
with all the fdlings complete. The greale^i nund)er of 
liilings he ever ]>ut in, in one year, was <»ne thmiNand 
one hundred and ninety. As concerns the general suc- 
cess of Doctor Douglas, it may be stated that, from 
January I, l86('), to Januaiy 1. 1S72, he put in four 
thou-^and three hundred and ninetv-four liilings. Of 
the above number, he had lo replace but .seventeen 
within two vears after ihey were lirst inserleil. Doct«)r 
Douglas was (me of the <.>riginati>rs oi the Michigan 
Dental As"Oci.iti'«n ; and ha-* made it a point to be j-res- 
enl at it> annual meetings. He has been an able cfU- 
tributor to llie a•^<^^M.•ial ion, both "in veibal anil written 
"Ii-cU'^'»ion--; ati«l ha-i tilled all the olliic:", vvitli the e.\- 
cej)tion uf those of Sei rrtary and Trea^uier. Hi* was 
also on«' of tin; ori;'inat<>r.^ of the Michigan Honieo- 
palhic Institute; ami remained a mcinbL-r until its <lis- 
solution. He is now a member of the IIomcoj«aihic 
Medical Society of the Slate of Michigan. In 187C he 
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cnli.sted lus hearty L«»-n|iorntinn, aiul j^ave liiin cxlreiiic ' wIktc lie travclcl about, seeking tlic most desirable 
sati>faclion. IK- wa^ al lir-;t a \\ liiy in pnli:'u:s. ami, ! localion. Tiic IuIIdw iiijj year, he induced llic rcmiiiiulcr 
up«)ii ihc divM)luiii)ii of thai |iany. hccaino a stricl lie- , <>( the fnmily, con.si-.tin^ of \\U father, uiuther, ami llu-ir 
|iul)iican. Allliiiu«;h, as a Republican, he was devoted se\eii ihildivii, to come to lhi^ c«"Uiitry. l*'or fnur years 
tn liis parly, he wtuihl never >acriiice princij-lc for the , lie practiceil medicine in llic vicinity in which ihcy set- 
sake of proni'-tinjir party inlele^l.■*. He supported tin: lied. Mnrcli jo, 1S37. he marjie-l Mrs. Maria Webster, 
(invernnieni by hi■^ vote.-, and liis niean>, lo the extent an<l puicli.i'»ed two iunulied acre.> of land in Ururc 
fif his aljility. In hi^ religious views, Mr. (lillelt, 'I'own'Nhii), in the ueij^hborhoud id" Runieo. After his 
althouj;h i»ith«»d«)\, wa> extremely liberid. lie re^aid«.'.l ' mania:;e, he jiartly f;ave up the prariice of meiliclne, 
a man's life a^. the ti-<t of hi-, c'hii-lian char.icier. an«l uridertoi.ik the milling budne->, bayin{^ and ojiera- 
Thouj^h he creilitcd the exi-tence «.if total drjira\ity, he lir.j; a th'ur-mill near Rr)nieo. In 1S51, in ct-mp-any 
believe«l man li.» be a free agent, and cjjablf '.f d(.\i'l- , wiiii lii>. bioihcr Hugh, he budi a flour-mill at (. liilon, 
oping upward or dnwnw.ud acmriliug in hi^ ch 'ict- ml Mac-Midi rniiiity. In lS4|, I >r. liray wa-- ehitevi Slate 

resolution. He wa^N nul I'lMri-^iiit al, b;il w.i-v fi.uik in >enat"r. and m 1 vod tw-* term-*; he w a.^ a delegate tn the 

I . . . 

acknowledging his bnndage li> tlu; ia-.v ^f thr lle^li. I5ai:inii)ie < '■>ii\ er.:i'>u in iSik). He wa-* une of tiic 

wliile he endeavored t«> live a>.i.nr'lini' to the law '•( tin- Inuiulci ■^ -if iho I ii^-i Nati-H-.j.! Il.mk al Ki»mi'0, f«f which 

spirit. He wa-. a siring and \\'tnii\ nuinb.r *•( the , !.c w.i-. rre-ide:il uniil hi^ de.uli. lie unitetl with the 

Congregational t'hnrcli nf I'l-rt liiimri. and .1 gi.:icii*n.- M.i-<Miic I- lai. 1 i;i;y befnie !;i^ emigiaiion U) Ameiica. 

>HU[>porler t)f every thing caK 'd.ttel m aUa-iii- the lust , IK: wa :'-.:U.;i5i u]i .»- aS-<»i^lj I're>'!>ylerian, anil never 

inlerc-t.N of the pei>])li.-. He wa. ri-hiy i;i ;< il iii vi.i.t; l!"..ii...;i'i1 !li^ r-. ".igi I'.i^ \iivv-%. In politics, he was a Re- 



and musical taste, and. for ni.iii\ y.u -, '.v 1- ha-ii: of 
the church clunr, of whiih lii^ u.L- i» -till a inMiib'.-i. 
He placed hini>elf on terms of ir,tiin..i\ v,i:]i \'iii;l; 
men, that he might have an inllmr.ci; omi 'luni; im-l 



;uibi!i:i 1. Mr. a:i"l Mr<. (Ir.iv were llic parents of >even 
I !i"M! i-!i.- t\\'' d.iu:;liie:- ai.d live ^'in^. The daugh- 
U! - iii» '.i in idi.i!!! -od ; lom of ilie >on>i are >lil! living. 
ri;e} a-e all ^ '-gaL'.«." I in tl.r ni.inufacture of llour, their 



many, in way> unknown to t lien: eh*-, were lai-* i lo l"i:i niilU being in ill'.' vi^inily of Romeo. Allhotigh 
iiigher jilane.^ «>f liie thior.gh !ii-> effori^. Mr. <iil!cit .Mr. »iray retained hi^ l.irm, thiee miie> east (if Romeo, 
was elected to vaiiou-* oifiee-. «if trn^t. H«; wa^ ju^iiie lu- wa.«, »)ccupied chielly in milling, iin:il hi-* (K-.ith, 
of the Teace, a Repie^entali\ e in tin- Slate 1 cgiNlatuie. 1 which <.'ccurred Decendjer I4, lSo^. He hail accumu- 
City A>se■^.^or, ami, f.a- a h-ng time, (hairman of ihi- laleil a fortune of nearly three hundred thousand dollars. 
Roar<l of SuperviNoi> ; after the eleciiiin of l'ri-->idenl ■ 
Lincoln, he was apj>oinfed lo the oitlce of ro«.tnia<-Lri. ' 
which he he'd unlil Anibew Jolm^on liii.one J'n-.|deni. 
'I his was a .shoil time lulore Mr. (iiiK:ii"< dia:Ii, whith 1 . .^ 

occurred in the fall i..f iSn;. Ho dieil .'U.idt.iil\ , in hi- fl 4^ ''^ ^^ ' Hl'till, I'f Romeo, was born in Ayrshire, 
tifly-seventh year, of heail disease, <^f whi..h hi^ taihi.1 II T SL'»l!ai:d, hvicndier 20. lS(.»7. His parcnl.s, Neil 
had dieil at about the >ame age. A few week- >iM<c-, ^ '^' an<l Mary (NV\liei (ir.iy, enugraied to America, 
lii,«» sister, Mrs. Hariis, of Rochisler, C.'akhiml «'i.»iini\, in 1S32. ami slIiKm! near Romeo, M;uond> lounty, Mich- 
Michigan, died fiom the same cau-e. In his liiV, so far igan. Mr. tira) i> tlie Idlh in a famil\ of ten childien. 
as i."> known, Mr. (idlelt wa> faiihfnl to cveiy tru.^i, and ! lli> educ.r.ional ad\antage- were such as were aHordeil 
was lovc«l, respected, and honored. by the ci^:nnii>n .-.choi-U of his native country. He was 

bioughl uj» a farmer, and wiuked al home until his re- 
moval to Ameiica, when he loiaied a fami near his 
father's, in ihe \ivitnty of Romeo, Michigan. In iS_?7 
he married Kmma I'. Rnir. of I oiineciicnl, anil con- 
' RAV, NI'.IL, M. I)., of RomO'>. was ])orn in Kil- tinned farming until lSf;f. At that linn-, in comj)any 
T^ winning, Axishire, Scotland, Januaiy 2, iSo^. wilh hi^ bioilnM. Neil (iray, he b\iill ihe flour milK at 
^■':^' and wa> the sou of Neil ami Marv (\V\lio) (.irav. i(lifl »n. Thrv carried ««n the manufacture of fn-ur for 
He w\.-rked in hi.-. f.i:her's f.iim until he was eighteen, iij,liteen xrar^. wi:li sneh ]M'cuiiiai\ .-ncn'-» that Mr. 
when he w.i- -enl li» I d.i g-iW «'"lIr;M'. TIumi' he sj.ini ( ,i.iy Ti'lirel fiom acliM- bn-ine-. .i» the eii-l of that 
five yea^^. - 'I'lring two of whuh he sin lii d foi ihe , linn-, wi:h .1 cmloiiable pr"peiiy, and -etllid jierma- 
nlini^lrv. '1 his he aban«loned, how e\ei, and, after lea\- ' nenlly al Ronu-o. Mi. (iray i- jiublie-pii i:i d ami a 
in" t:olle"e. lmvc three \ears to the .-ludv of mediiine, , .-.t.inch mainiainrr of the (io\ eminent. When lu- eini- 
grailuaiing, in lS.>o, fioui (da^-gow Medical Coll. ge. grated to this connti), he be« ;iim' an Ameiiian ami has 
'l"he following year, he employed him.-elf in the Royal [)erformed the part C'f a Kival « iii/en. His voice was 
Inlirmary at Gla-gow. In iSji he emigrated to America, ' with the Guvernment in the gicat civil agiialion of 1S61, 
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and he .ihv.iys lifmls ilie rank^ t>f public and political 

rcfoini. lie \\a«» a l)cni()cr:U until the cani[»aii;n of 1S52. 

lie cliaii^L-fl lii>, views ilu:ii, on accojinl of party piinci- > 

jdes, and has ^-ince lioi-n a lirin Kejiuhlii-au. lie has heen 1 

for tweutv-livc \e;u"s conuLCted with tin: Snns of Tern- 1 

i 

j)crance. Mr. (jray \\a> educated a Sciuli I'le^ljyterian, " 
arid niaiutainetl the views of tliat deiioniinaliun until lii-^ 
settlement at Komeo. lie then allied l)i^l^elf willi the 
('()nj;rcgational society, as there was nn I*te>l»yierian 
Church in the i)lace. Mr. Cjray ha>« been a j^enerous 
contributor to benevolent and reli-^ious institutions. 
l)uring his residence in Clifton Mills, he gave twu-thirils 
of the funds rei{ui>ite fur buihling the Trc-byterian 
Chuich in Oakland, four miles distant. On hit removal 
to koineo, he was instrumental in ereLling a new Con- . 
gregaiional Church there, one of the line-^i in that part, 
of the State. lie was Chairman «»f the I'.oard (>f Tiu^- 
tees. The church cost twent\-ilve thousand d^dlar-', of 
which Mr. lirav contributed one-liflh ; and he nuw sul)- 
scribes one-tenth of the funds lu-cc^-ary U>r its suppiirt. 
Mr. Gray is recognized as one of the failier^ in llie com- . 
munity, and is univer>ally esteemed and revered. 



jAKRlNCiTOX. DAMKL I^ROW \, lV,rl Huron. 
■I- ^apitali>t and Real IC^taie Owner, was bi-rn in 
^^^^^ Ontario C'ouuty, New York, on ilie 2^d i)( April, 
1S07, and is the son of Icriiniah and M«-r<y 
(Baker) Harrington. His father was Iidim Oit-il-cr Jo, 
1774, and was descended fiom the rurit.m family i>f 
that name w ho lived in Massachusetts, and were aeiive 
in the Revtdulionary War. Jeremiah Harringt'»n was a 
farmer, and was fond of the excitement of pioneer life. 
He had a special fancy for out-door sp<irts, which was 
inherited by his son. h\ iSii, with his family, he 
rcmo\e<l to .Sandu-iUy, nliin. which wa.-. then in an 
iin-eliled rei:i<'n. Thev traveled l.>v sch.>oiier to the 
mouih of the Niagara River; and, after removing their 
effects by steamer to a point above the falls, went in an 
open bi)at to Ilullalo. After waiting there f«»r fair 
weather, they continued the ji)urm-y alung llu: c«.«a>l l«» 
Erie, and linally to Cleveland. .\t ("lev eland lluy again 
took a schooner; and, reaching Samlusky, proceeded up 
tlie river to a jioint twenty-six miles finm its mouth, 
now tlie ti)wn of FrenKuit. There Mr. Ilairington con- 
cluded to settle, and built a K-g-cabin. Immediately 
afterwards the War of 1.S12 broke out, and the country 
was filled with ho-^tile Indians. The (lovernnient 
erected a fort, kn<iwn as l''«»rt Sieven.sun, abuui half a 
mile from the Harrington .settlement. Af:er Hull's sur- 
render, at hitroit, the women and children nf this an«l 
the adjacent settlement wire sent, for safety, t«» the 
Fouthern portion of the State; an<l. owing to the ex- 



posure incident to the journey, Mrs. Harrington died 
on the way. On account of ilie constant raids of the 
Indians, the setller>, while gathering their crops, were 
obliged ti» form in sipi.ids for their own protect i(»n, and 
were finally compelleil to abandon the attempt to har- 
vest fi>r that <e:Lson. In liSij Mr. Harrington married 
ag.iin, and nw»ved t«i Helaware, where he lived in one- 
half of a house, the other half of which was occupied 
by the ]»arents of R. B. Hayes. Daniel Harrington 
atieniled his tirsl school at Helawarc. Among his 
earliest recollect i«»n> is seeing the troops as they en- 
camped in the ojkmi timlier near his father's house, or 
marched tv; nutft' to Chillicothe, with their prisoners of 
war. In I Si 7 the family became scattered, owing to 
the death of the step-mother, and Daniel went to live 
with Paul K. Butler, wjjile his father was engaged in 
buv ing furs and iraj^ping in the marshes of Lake Krle. 
In the winter of 1818, he attended school at P'ort 
Steven-^un Barracks. Sandusky. The children there 
"-upplied lluni-elves, iVum the embankment of the fort, 
with h;;^l lor >,h<'t, wiih which to shoot ducks, as well 
as for lead pencils of their own manufacture. These 
pieces of lead were the relics of the brave Croghan and 
hi<, lit lie band, who so gallantly defended the f«irt from 
their Biitisli and Indian foe^. In the spring of 1819, a 
company nf a«l venturers, led by Mr. Hariington, the 
faiher of i>ur sjibject, started for Saginaw, on a fur- 
liading expediiinii. ,\f;er much pcr.suasion, Daniel 
Harrington, then only twelve years c>f age. was allowed 
t(t accnmj^any them. They started in April, from Lower 
S.nidi"-«kv, in an ii|ien boat, named the •* Saginaw 
Huniv'r." They stopj>ed first at Monroe, and then at 
Detroit, wliere they saw the chimneys, on the Canada 
side of the river, sian<ling as monuments of the destruc- 
tion causeil bv the War of 1812. The scenerv, on their 
pas.-age up the Detroit River, was peculiarly fine, and 
produced an inelVaceable impression uj^on their minds. 
Having hunled at James Abbott's dock, at the foot of 
Wooilvvard avimue, thev remained several ilavs, and 
were ailvi>ed by General CasN, then (i<»vernor of the 
Territory, to wait, until the ci^mpleti«.«n of the treaty 
with the Indians, bef«»re continuing their journey to 
Saginaw. While in Detroit, they ha<l an opptirlunity 
of inspecting the I'list steamer u^eil (>n the lakes, — **The 
Walk-in-lhe-Waier," as it lay at Wing's dock, above 
Woodward avenue. Takii»g the (Invernor's ajlvice, they 
pr«icee<leil slowly along, i««ii(liing at I'i»rt Duchain and 
Bunce"s do*:k, to what is now the city ^A Tort Huron, 
at the mouth uf Black River. This settlement then 
c«)ti-i«-ted of two houses, one of whi<h was occupieil by 
Ans( Im I'etit. Here, game being plenty, they j^asscd 
the sunnner very pleasantly in hunting and ti.shing. 
Having constructed a large skill" to accomi)any the 
"Saginaw Hunter." they left Black River for Saginaw 
Bay, Orrolier i, iSn). After much •letenlion, on ac- 
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count of rough wciithcr anil sickness, they finally 
arrivc'I, October 30. iSio, at the uiuiiili t>f the Sa;;ina\v 
River, near where Hay (.ily is now silii.ilc-tl. l'a*»sinj; 
up to Cruw Inland, :hcy encountered a licet of Indian 
canoo-^, in the lirst of which was the Tmlian chief Kick- 
akonko, and Anli^inc (.'anijiau, >\ho wa^ a;^ent and inier- 
prcter fur hi>. hrotliir in the lur trade. Their salutation 
was "puckaj^ee, puikaj^ce," (j^nrt away); Imt, alter a 
jjarley, the party were allowed to go to the Indian 
enciinipnicnt. ('once«»>ions were made, and they were 
allowetl lo setile ten miles siniih uf ihe mouth of the 
river. There they luiilt a trading house in wliich t(» 
pa>s the winter. 'Ihe country wa-s filled with i;;nne in 
endless variety; and, with the a-'.i->lancc of their tr;iined 
hunting ilogs, the c«Mti]»any met with gieat succe>»^. 
This naturally created je.ilou-y among the Illdiilll^, who 
cndca\ored by every means to fii^hien thiin aw.iv. 
IIowe\er, by sliow'iiig a brave liniil and jippea-^ing tin- 
Indians with a fea.^t, they wiie idii-v.fd \^) iciii:iiii 
undisturbed through the wint.j. At this ti m-. tin- "iily 
Iniildiiigs in Saginaw were ilie riiiii^ ni ilu- h"\ii; i.f 
Peter Keilley, one of the earliest ir.idi.:>, aih! tli.- Imu i- 
of Anloinc C.ampau. In .Vj^iil. 1^20, the |;i:ty leiiiiind, 
in the same boats, touching at ^el)e\\a.i.g Klatid aiu! 
lUmce'.s I.)ock, where they renunnt.d a d i\ «■•■ lv\'>, rocit- 
ing the adventures of the winier. l>.!ri:ig hi- >tay in 
Saginaw, Daniel Ilaninglon ai'[u;re i .1 kh-iwh-.l^^e of 
the Indian langua;^e, which m:ide hiui v-iy ii^iliil as an 
interpreter. The Indians manile-ti- I i,real h i- n-diiieN^ 
toward him, and were ile>ii"U-> lo h.i\e him remain 
when the rest of the j>arly left. Afler n three weiks* 
vovace, thev airi\ed at I'"reni«int. (>hii), bii; the wai 
had elfected the \alue of fuis ^o ih.ii iheii expedition 
dill notjMove-a siuces- tiiiam i .ily. In ilie I'lli-w i:i;' 
fall, Mr. Harrington, ac<'imj)aiiicil l-y hi^ v\iie, hi- ■••u 
Daniel, and live other jier-'Mis In-m ^;i:idii-ky. ^-j.iiird, 
in a large open boat called the ".sj-iiii," on another 
expedition to Saginaw. C»n reaching Hiinee^ Landing, 
the party was l«rokcn up by ^icklle■^^, and :i!l returned 
to Ohio except the ll.inington family, who remained at 
Fort Cjratiot. This was then a small garri->on of twenty 
men, commandeil by Lieutenant James Wats-.n Webb, 
who furnished the new-comers with winter 'pnirteis in 
the barrack^. In the spring of 1S22, Mr, Harrington 
moved to a fasm on the iJlai k River, where he became 
largely intere-^led in the lumber bu.-iness. He died 
Maich 30, 1^3.?. In 1S24 Daniel Harrington was sent 
to Detroit, by his f.ithi r, in charge «if a r.ifi of timber. 
Irom there he went to (>hio: ami tlu-.i, td.iiig IiJn 
younger brother. 1!. IJ. Harringi^.m, relumed to Mich- 
i«'an. He tiaveled from Sanilii.^kv to Delri>il on tlie 
••Superior," the second steamer which ran on the lakes. 
J''rom Detroit he went in a .saibboal to lllack River, 
lie attended school, during the winter of 1826-27, at 
Coltrellvillc, having for his schotdmates the late Captain 



K. l\. and Ivinilv Ward. In 1S2.S Mr. lIariin"ton was 
employed as clerk in the htore of Messrs. Urucc and 
Duiyea, at I'ort (iratiot, and received twilve dollars a 
month anrj his board. The fort was then g.irrisoned by 
two C'lMpaiiies of troops, Ci)mmanded by Majf)r Thomp- 
son and Captnin iSeal, and Dr. Z. ritoher was Sur- 
ge^'U. In the spiing of 1S20. Daniel Harrington left 
his jir.siiion, to take cluirge of his fathei's r.ifts, and 
othcrwi-e as>»i.«i him. -Vfler makiii;: vaiiou«» changes 
during the following three year>. he was employed, in 
|S^2. by v.. Waterbury. of Jefl'ers.>n avenue, one door 
fii-m Wayne avenue, Detroit. rj)t«ii the breaking out 
i.'f t!ie lUack Hawk War. Mr. Hariinglon enli.-teil in 
the Male miiilia; and. j«»inihg a j^arty of viduiiteers, 
c.'mp'--e<l ]irir.cip;diy of the okl ( ity (iiniids, of Detroit, 
maiched wiili iljem to S.Jiae. Miehii:aii, when thev 
were «'idi:ied back, owing t:» the -.udden termination uf 
till* war. Mil the a'.'j>e.n.uu e of tlu: cliolera, in lS;2, 
e'. try "\\c. wli«r C'.u'.d j-o--ibly ^et :;way. left Detroit. 
Mr. War. 1 bury el x.d ba-i:ie-s; and, in ci)mpany with 
Ml. 1 Lir: ii L'l'ii', started bir Slonv ("reek, bv wav of 
M-'iiiil ( K lU'. !:-. N«.ii llie l.\t[er place, they iiiel a 
■ ,i: •..■.i:iti::e gi.ai-1. wh;' dii>\e them bairk, comjielling 
iliiMi 1-. tal.e l!:e i'"nti.'.c r-.-a I. During the fall of that 
ye.'.r, Mr. 1 lar. ingt<-n, in ci>!npa:iy with Joseph B. C.'om- 
.-rl'i.l.. b>),i^;hi (.ir.t Mr. Wateibiiry at .^tony Creek, and 
nM'\ed the si.,;e to Iler.-cN's Mill, which was a better 
jilaer for ba-ines^. In 1S33 lie returned to Rlack River, 
w'hii h had gruwn to be qiiiie a settlement; and, 
after remaining some montlis. in the emjdoymenl of 
.Mr. J-niathan ihiitth, ])ureha-ed his business and con- 
diK It'll it in his own name. In the sjiring of 1835, ^*^ 
sold out t«> \\ illard ( »r\ is. of Mnuroc: and, in June 
ol the <ai:ie ye.ir. went !■• \\ hiiest.)w n. New York, 
t>j \ i-ii hi-. \i'Ui;^er brother, who liad comideted the 
>-:ii'ly of law, in the ollice ot Juilge loriune C. White. 
'lhi<jugh Mr. Ilairington, Juilge White became in- 
teiesiC'I in the imprnvement of the niouth of lUack 
River; and, in Jni_\. i'S35, they io.;ether b.>uglit eighty 
acres (d' land, with a front of three humlieil feet on Rhick 
River, and of half a mile on what is now known as 
Militarv street, Port Huron. Mr. HarriiiiJtoii bec.une 
the aeti\e partner in \h\'> invesimeiil, and imme«liately 
had the proj'crty l.iid i.mt and the town plalteil, in what 
was then known as the township of Desmond. He pro- 
vided for :ille\s between the slnret.-, after the plan of 
the .'■Ireels "'f Phil.nblphia. In oidcr to straighten Mil- 
itary .'"treet, he allerwaids purchased f.)ily aere<, known 
as the t arli'-Ie l.iini. snuth i.f the oi':viii;d L-i^htv acres. 
In 1S57 he ii.inied the villai^e l\>rt Hui'»n. '\'\\'\< name 
was alierwanN given to the lown.dii]*. Frmn 1835 to 
iS.^S, .Mr. Harrington continued his partnership with 
Judge White, in cairying out imjuovements and oper- 
ating ia real estate. Tiu-y aKo dojll largely in pine 
lands. In 184"; Mr. Hariington built a mill on the 
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property which lie had purchased years before while ' thirty dollars in money. He wa.s induced to remain 
in the employment of Mr. Ijrutch. In 1S47 he bctame and commence the study of law. He assisted hih brother 
the owner of a tract of twenty-four hundred acres, '■ for a lime, in keeping hotel, and acted for several years 
north of this mill. Since di.sMd\inj; parlner.">liip whh a-> village im.sima^ter. He was admitted to the bar in 
Judge White, in iS.jS. Mr. ILirrini^ion has been en- 1S42. While Mud\ ing law Mr. Hubbard look a lively 
giiged in lumber ami leal estate tran-«actions. In 1S53 ' iiileie>t in tlel.aiii g -MLieties, and imj>io\ed e\ery op- 
he invc.-sted in three ihuu-nnd acres of pi.ie land, im the porlunily for ciilti\.iiii.«; hinisilf in jMildic sj^eakin;^' and 
shore-, of Lake Huixn. .^ubstiiuenily, he boiijjht, from | h'^ical thinking. He \\r*s parlicularl} fond of the >liuly 
those who had been connected \iiih him ai juiiit ]iui- (^f Shakspeare, with sumc of whose best drama> he 
chaser.-, the mill.-> iMCiiud on this land. In 1S56, iiwiiii; made him.silf thnroui^hly acquainted. After his adnds- 
to the sickness pievailing in tlial secli«;n of the country, ^ion to ihe bar, he ro">e rapidly in the pnifessiun ; and, 
Mr. Harrington removed with hi-, family u> SaiaH.-g.i . at the time of hi> death, was recognized as a Icjding 
Springs. He erecle:l a fine resi-lence, which he still la\\\er. He was untiring in his re>earLhes, and dili- 
own.N, and remained al.)t.ut >iv year-^. Jn 1S02 iluy gem in everything that pertained to the business in 
returned to Tort Huron, where thev have .^ince con- hiind. AMniu;:h earnest Iv ilevoled to the intere>ts iif 
tinned to re-iiile in thi.ir ori;;innl homesiead. Mr. II. n- 1 hi- clients, In- neNcr forgot that all men have rights, 
rington ha> never sought poliiical hoiuMs; but has, at He \mi^ a kren judge ol human nature, and apj>ar- 
djfferent times, been elected to «.itrice. In 1.^47 he rep- ently, ;ii liiiie-, read tlie thnughis of the jurv, gauging 
resented the I'ori llur<»n di-tiicl in the St.ite I.egi.ilature: hi'- laiigu.i-e bv the >landaiil uf their disj)Ositions. To 
and, in 1S5J, wa-.a member of the ."^t.iLe Senate. He I Ini'l out tlu- initli was ilie de-«iie that j>rompted him in 
was ro^tma^lcr of Tort Huron <hning the hi'^l fi>;ir years every I«gal in\ e-tig.ui m, aiid unfortunate was the 
of rre>idrMit Jackson*-^ atlniiiii-tiatioii, ninl :il-o undi.r Van j w itne<s who aiteinpieJ to elu-.le him by plausible htate- 
Buren. He was IVe-idenl of the I ii>t Na:i^^naI r..ink for nient, or to ilecrive him liy lei^ne-l >iMiplicily. In addi- 
two years after its org.ini/aiioii. and of tlie rort Hi:ron . lion to hi> leg.d pra(tiLe, Mr. Hubbard (leail largely in 
Savings Uank. In l.'!>74 he ertcied in Tort Huron the real oia'e. both in .Macomb County and in the city of 
building known n-i the City Opera liou.-e. It w;is huilt Chiciigo, He held va;ious im[»oitant juiblic po>iliun5. 
under his pergonal .supervision, at an e.\]'ense ofseveniy-: He was I'ostuMstcr, rro^eciiting Attorney i)f .Macomb 
five thous;ind dollars, and ranks ;imoiig the leading !* "unty, L'lHevtor (>\ Internal Revenue, and Stale Sen- 
halls of the Stale. Janiiaiy 20, iS.p), he mairittl M;vs j .ilor. He look a \ery j>rominent jiarl in ihe debates on 
Saiah J.uce. ol ritt-.TieKl, Ma-i>a'.hn-e!ts. \\li">.c jarenis ' ilie leg.ility <.d the suldiei's vole. In iSoS he was 
had removed to Michigan in iSjo. rhe\ had .se\eii th >-e:i a rrehidcnlial Llector for Michigan. Mr. Hub- 
children, six of whom >urvive. The elde-Nl, (.'liarles 1-. : haid was tme ot the leadeis in founding and locating 
Harrington, chose the pri.>fession fif law, and ha.s been ! the Union Sch«'«d of Ml. (.'lemens. He recognized the 
twice elected Troscculing .Attorney of St. Clair County, ailvantage.s of eai ly culiure, and gave his monev and 
He alao reprcaeiued his district in the Legislature in i iniluence to secure it to the children ot Mt. (.Kn»ens 
1S76. and vicinity. He was ihe i^r«.»jeetnr of (iiove I'ark; 

and was actixely inleresled in the mineral b.ilh-house 
of Ml. Clemen>, imw f.imous for the manv wonderful 
cures thai have re^iulled fi<mi the u-«e (»f the niineral 
IJIUiARH, HON. CIII.KS, of Mt. Clemens, was water.>. Mr. Ilubb.ird had no .s\nipalhy wi:h the secta- 
: born in Marbletown, Ulster County, New York, riaii .-jtirit in m:mers of religion. He was a regular 
y in 1S17; anil ilied at Mt. Clen.cns, Mac«iml> aitenibinl at the Congregational Church, but wa.s willing 
County. Miihigim, November o. 1S711. [{[•, u> rec igni.e the truili wluiever il mighi be fnunil. He 
Jjarenis, (Juarlus and lli.'abelh (Davi-;j Ilubli.ir'l, were w a«> one if the luunder- of ihe I\e])nMic.in party. As 
natives (>f Connecticut and New \oik, and weie ot !a piditical or.itor. lli•^ >.t\le wa-. conci.-e an<l Ii.»gi(.al with- 
English and Hulcli de-eeui. Mr. Hubbard's selioullile "Ut any |^.arlicii!ai < riMUient. He alw.iys desjii-,cd 
cb»sed when he was thiiteen, bat he reail I'.ngli sh . that which i- nierelv lla.-h\' and «>i nameii'.al, anil lovid 
classics exten-ivelv a:id .-t'l'lieil law. U'ainlv bv him-Nelf; the sib-Liniial in everv deiMrinient of life. Mr. Hub- 
being, in eveiy .^ense of the word, sell * diu ated. Afier l.»aid wa-i c-'mj -.icily buill, anil his jdi\^i'.[Ue .-howed him 
leaving school, he reniaine 1 {\\o yeai> willi an i:ncle, at to be .1 man ut energ\ and indu:anee. lli.s f.ice iijili- 
(Jeneva, New Voik: and >^al.-e:]iienily liavele-.l for two caled a genial natuie, but a <ieleindna!i«>ii ih.il shrank 
year^, w 01 king at the cooper's tr.ide, lhi«'UL;h the Slate befi.'re no ob.-lacle. A.-, a lawyer, his .-tiinig(-.t ch.irac- 
of New V(;rk. In 1S37 he went to Mt. ( lemens. Ma- teii-slie.-. were his ie;idi:iess to gra.>]> the le.iding j-oints 
comb County, Michigan, to vi-il a brother. He reached in a ca^e, and his ability to g;ilher his fi)ice.-> for a fre^h 
there nearly bioKcn ilown in he;dih, and with only attack, when he had been ;!»ecmingly overcome by the 
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opposition. Mr. Hubbard died very suddenly, of hcarl I ^awinj; four uiilliuii feet of lumber per annum. During 
disease, and his kis-. v\a.'. mourned by llie whole cum- " lii» li fry-six yeai.-» ut bu-sinos life, Mr. Howard has never 
munity. Uy hi.- deatli. ihc Stale lost a worthy citizen, >ouj;hl public ollice, [jn-ferriny to devote his entire time 
and the bar a most ihomu^'h lawyer. His wife, L!u- | lo bu>ine>j>. While sliivinj^ lo li\e an exenipl.uv life, 
plicmia Linj^ham, W wliom he was married in Septcm- ; he has never been a nu.-niber of any religious denomi* 
Ler, 1S42, sur\i\cs him. nation. He has alwax-s been oj posLd, on j»rinciple, to 

secret or benevolent orders of every <.le:>triptioM, Icliev- 
ing that their tendency is to idlene^N and improx idence, 
rather than to indu>lrv and thrift. He w;i.> a Wliit* in 
pi.iliiics up lo iv'<54, hince which lime lie ha-* bten a 
;||.VO\VAKH, JOHN, a Pioneer of Miihi-an, \v:I.^ warm supiM-rier of the principle of ilie Keiniblicau 
rl born in Fayette County, iVnnsylv.iiiia. M.iri li ^^, | I'-'^y- '^'- J^"^? tlurin:; hi^ later year-, traveled much 
;.vJ>i7y9. He wa> liic >un of .\.aliaiii< I H .\\ai«l ai.d >" l^*^" l--i-icrn States. Mr. Howaid mairied, June 2, 
* Ann Jewell, the former a native of M.l-a..llu>cU^, ' ^^''-S' -'^^'"^ -\ai;cy Hubb.ird, v\ ho i- siill living'. They 
nnd ihe latter of New |ei>ev. He i^ iln- unlv >iirvivor ' ''•'^■^" ^^-i' "i"^' cliildien, six uf whom — three son^ and 
nf a family of nine chihlrrn. Hi- Utliei li.i.i lea: m d iljc ^'^'^'^ u.ii:-liter< aie livinj^. One of the Mm-, Hon. 
trade of a tanner; but, renunin^ lo A-litai-ula ( uaiiiy. , llt-"i'i> H.iwaid. b.-in iu iS^^, became a i)artner in Imsi- 
Ohio, about ihe year iSio. 1il- Iv.uud iha; in, tiude v\:-.a "^'^^ '^^i''' ^'i^ faiher bif-ire lie wa- of iiye, and -till con- 
not in demand in tlial wilil and ui.-cn:.-.i i(.-;i.)n. and iiii"i> i!ic iLLiti^.n. He lia^ represented the Tnrt Huron 
turned ijis ailentiun i») tV.iuiin-. Mr. lb. waul iiMuii:ud | ^ *'^*''''^ i" ^'■'■' •^'•*l^' 1 e-i.-laiure two term* j and is a 
with hi.> iaihei until he wa- ol a-e ; wluii, iii'-i.-Il^ d by i<« pi'l-li.-an in j....li.ic>. 
the spirit oi a<lveMlure so common U) il.«' >i.ii:i,l; inen of 
hi> lime, he determineil to j;o \\ e-t, a;iil It-ii i..r I»elioii, 1 
arriving there in iSji. He made tli<- tiij' in a .-11. ad 
sailing vessel, siarling from llie muuih <■! A-li;.i!ii:Ia 
(.'reek. He secureil a >iluaii«in in a ;'ii'viiv loic, ai 
ten dollars per month. After a few nmnih-, lli^ em- I 
]»!oyer, wishing to leluin lo the lla-l. -'iM hi- -toi k to 
-Mr. Howard, on a lon^' credit. '1 hi- .Mr. Howard j-aid 
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I.NKS. H(.)N. VA'.l.X W.. of St. Clair, Mich- 
i.L;an, wa> born at Crown Point, J'.-sex Countv, 
New N'oik. June 6, 1SJ4. His failier was a 
taimcr, and. I>eing in moderate circumstances, 
fur from the proceeds of the bu-ine"^-^. l Iw ju.j.ulation 'wa-. un.d»le to i;i\e his son the advantage- of an edu- 
of Hetroit, at that time, was -mail an«l (.Idttlv lri--iih. caiion. lioivtvcr, the vounj; man wa- industrious and 
and ihe Indian- were the l^c-t tuslouuis of ilu- ira-lir-. 'hlij^ent in hi- slndie- ; and, by his own unaiilcd 
Mr. Ibiwartl coiitinin.d a piiiNpeiou-. ^u^in«■-■. ini:il iSjo; cxt 1 ".ion,, ixnivrd a J.iir in-lriicliori in the st hools of 
w hen, tlje tide t)f emigialion having -el in ^'[o|;J^I\ iVum i l.ai l-..::e, ( liiHeiiden (.oinily, \ ermont. Mr. Jenks 
the Lia^t, Hetroit l)e«.ame ihe nio^^i lively ui \\e-i«Tn enii:;r al-'l to Miiliii;an in 1S48. and settled in St. Clair, 
frontier towns. He then eidarged hi- buiMing, -iluated ! Si. ( lair ( ouniy, where he has ever since rc-ided. He 
(•n the c«irner of Alwaler anfl Kando'idi siieets, ;Mid at once engaged in mercantile pursuits, antl soon built 
<ipened a pnblic-hou-e known a- llie We-lern Hotel. | uj) a buralive liade. Later, lie entered the lumber 
A line «.«f steamboats plied betwetMi Hetroil and Puifalo, ] bu-incs-, and al>«i commenced dealing cpiiie extensively 
bringing daily about one ihou-and enii^^rant-: ami one : in real e-late. He i- siill enj;ai;ed in the la-l named 
of their piincipal landings was directly in front «.»f the occupation, and is c<in-ianlly adding to hi-i already 
Western Hotel, gi^ing it line advantage- for trade. Mr. , ample wealth, while, al the saine time, lie is <loing much 
Howard di-p«tsed of hi< hotel in 1-^33, anil went to what . to advance the intere-ls of hi- city and St.ite. Tor 
was then known a- the ** lllack River (.ountry," above ; -ome years pa-t. Mr. J''nk- ha- taken an active pan in 
Port Huron, and inland. Here he built a -aw-mill, local .ind Stale j>olitics. alway- acting with the Kepub- 
which was burned in 1S3S. He then returned to Portjl.ian jaiiy. He ha- hehl a nund»er of im[:urtant offi- 
Huntn, at that lime a village i>f shantie>, and tocik cial ]^oMtion- in ihe j;overninent of the city of St. Clair, 
the l.'('lund)ian Hotel. — now known as the rhomp-on lui forming his iluiies in surh a manner as to elicit the 
llou-e, — width he kepi for several year-. He .-ub-e- .' prai.-c of i-\en hi- j'olitical opponents. In the fall of 
i|uently engaijed again in Inmbeiing. He ha.-, al dif ' iS'u), he was ehcleil Slate Senator fn^m the 'Pwcnty- 
lerent limes, built and operaicil three laij^e steam t'ourth Senatorial I>i-lrict. conipri-ing St. t lair C<»untv ; 
saw-mills; and has become the owner of ne.iily four and w a- le-eleLted to the same jK^siiiou in 1.S71. While 
thousand acres of valuable pine laiul-, bearing limber I in the Senate, he won ihe coniidence of thai body, and 
cajiable of producing some ^ixty million feel of lumber, took a leading part in much of i!ie legi-lation of the f)ne 
He has now one lumber-mill in «'piration capable of 'extra and two regular sc-sions, held during his term of 
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service. He was Chairman of the Commiliee on Rules 
and Joint Rules, and a member of tlic committees on the 
Division of Towns and Counties, on Public Lands, and 
on Drainage, during the se>sion of 1809-70; and in the 
ses-sion of 1871-72 he was Chairman of the Committee 
on Public Lands, and a momhcr of the Committee on 
Constitutional Amendments, and of the select Committee 
on Apportionment. 



WkXKS, ROBERT H., Merchant and General 
!fj|- Dealer, at St. Clair, Michigan, was born at 
fV^''i Crown Point, K.^^cx County, New York, April 
■"^*' 28, 1827. His parents were thrifty farmers, and 
were natives of New Hamj).shirc. His father, Jeremiah 
W. Jenks, was of Welsh, and his mother, Hester A. 
Jenks, of English, descent. They boili tlied in New- 
York .'^tate. Mr. Robert Jenks is the youngest of a 
family of eight children, — live sons and three daughter^. 
His early education was obtaineil in the comnmn schools 
of New York, an<l in CarUton Seminary, Yermont. On 
leaving school, Mr. Jenks immediately went to New 
Hampshire, and began the study of me(licine with his 
uncle. Doctor Lane. After one year, however, his 
health failed, and he was obliged to give iij) study, and 
try a change of climate. In iS.\i} he went to Miihignn, 
. antl .settled in St. Clair, where In* taviglil svhi>«'l for five 
months. He then engaged as clerk with Mr. II. Whit- 
ing for a short time; and aflerwanl^i went t») Lexinglmi, 
some twentv miles above St. (lair, where Ik- taujrhl 
sclmol for two years. At the end of that time, he 
returned to St. (lair, and engaged in the drug business 
with Dr. Denjamin Dickey. This heeontinned for about 
two years, and then formed a partnership with his 
brother, B. \V. Jenks, in the mercantile business. In 
1S5S he bought his brother's interest, and continued 
the business alone until 1S6;. He then became asso- 
cinted with several others in the same business, and 
continued with them for about seven years. Mr. Jenks 
was extensively engaged, for a number *>( years, in buy- 
ing and selling staves. Since leaving that business, he 
has dealt considerably in real estate; has bought and 
sold hay; and engaged in general business, together 
with farming. He has met with no reverses, an«l is 
now in easy circumstances. He has hehl the position 
of Postmaster f<»r abt)Ut ten years, having been ap- 
pointed by President Lincoln, removed by President 
Johnson, and again appointed by President Crant. He 
joined the Masonic Fraternity in 1S52; and is at present 
Eminent Comman<ler of the John Clarke Commandery, 
of St. Clair. Though not a member of any church, Mr. 
jenks is a believer in C.hristianilv. He has voted with 
the Republican party since its organization. April 13, 



1853, Mr. Jenks married Mary S. Clarke, daughter of 
the late Captain John Clarke, of I'.ast China, Michigan ; 
a man who was very favorably kn«nvn throughout the 
State and nation. They have had nine children, six of 
whom are living. 
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EETE, DR. ALBERT ELY, late of Romeo, was 
1;; born in Stamford, Dutchess County, New York, 
^. i^ July I, 1802. He was a lineal descendant, of the 
seventh generation, of William Leetc, who came to this 
country from England, in 1O39, as Governor of the 
Colony of New Haven. After the consoli<lation of the 
New Haven and Connecticut Colonies, in 1665, Mr. 
Lcete w as chosen Governor, and held that position until 
his death, in 16S3. Eber Leetc, the father of Doctor 
Leete. was born in (iuilford, Connecticut, in 17S0; and 
emigrated to Dutchess County, New York, in 1790. In 
Sepiembi-r, iSoi, he married CMarinda Gale, who was 
also dirsccnded from one of the old and reputable fami- 
lies of (.'onnecticnt. During his early life, Doctor I^eete 
lived on his father's farm, lie received a common- 
school education, sjipplemcnted by one term in Green- 
ville Academy. A severe illnes>, just before he was 
tvventv-two vears old, and the fact that several of his 
mother's relalivi-s were jdiysicians, caused him to be- 
cme interested in the science of medicine; and he 
eomniL-nced its study in the summer of 1824, with Doc- 
tor King, dT Cairo. New York, .'\fter a short time, he 
went tti Albany, and read with Professor Alden March 
for sixteen months. He then returned and finished his 
studies with Dr. King: after which he attended a course 
of lectures in Albany, and one in Fairfield. He grad- 
uatcfl in 1S27. and began practice in Catskill. March 
17, 1S31, he married Catherine Palen, (laughter of Gil- 
bert E. Palen, a prominent tanner of that time. In 
June, 1S35, he emigrateil to Michigan, and settled on a 
farm in Lapeer Couniv. For five vears, he carried tm 
farming, besides practicing his jirnfcssion; at the end 
of that time, in 1.S40, he gave up his farm, and removed 
to Romeo. In 1836 he became a member of the .Michi- 
gan Territorial Medical Sticiety, out of which the present 
Michigan State Medical Society has grown. He was a 
member of the National Medical Association from the 
year 1S56; and of tlu- North-eastern Medical and Scien- 
lilic A»-soeiaiion of Michigan from its organization. The 
only olTice he hcM, outside of medical associations, was 
that of Postmaster, which he fdled four years, during 
part of Taylor's and part of Fillmore's administration. 
Doctor Lcete was an acknowledged leader in his })rores- 
sion for many years ; his ability was well known, and 
his counsel widely sought. In 1859 he received a severe 
nervous shock, which disabled him for three vears; after 
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his recovery, he was again in active practice. lie was | Jilack River Steam-mill Company, as clerk in the busi- 

long a member and ^rf^idcnt (jf llie Romeo lioard (if iie^*; portainin^ to iheir mill, in Port Huron. He re- 

pAlucation, and tofik a vrry active interest in its afTair?. niaincd many )cnrs, filling the several j-iosilions of 

He was always a warm friLiul of young pliysicians. clerk, general man;:ger, an<l suj-erinteniiont ; aflrr wliich 

Medical c|ua».:kcry he held in ju-^t contempt. A number he iiridi:rioiik a lm>»ine':»s ui \n> c>vvn nf the s^ame char- 

of years before hi.s dt-alh. he reliniiui>hed the active actcr. In all his enlcrpri^e>, he \va> more than or- 

duties of hi.s profession; but never lost his attachment dinarily sm.ce-«>f\il. acciiinvdaling j>n'pL-rtv ea-silv and 

for it, nor hi.> zeal for its honor and alvancement. ' rapiilly. Hi^ ill\e'-tmenl:^ were made with excellent 

Neither age nor failing strength offered any bar to lii^ | judgment, and his plans were execiiled wiih encjgy 

personal interest in all j)nifo.^.'.ii)nal matters. His recti- and ability. lli> general information au'l g-ntd ji.dg- 

tude, his genial an«l quick ^\mpalhic'i, hi^ rc^pict for nient ^o icii.inmended him to the jicuple that he was 

the rights of other-;, his watihfu!nc-N over the honor | lii'^-eii to rcpre-^'.nt thorn in the I Agi>lalure, an<l was 

and purity of his profc»^>ion, — are ipiali-.ies wii'.tliy ihc i\n\c tinus elected Major of the cit\ ; ser\ing each 

imitation of all hi.-, medical bielhieii. In liis ie:ij.;ioiiN term wiili honnr to him>elf and .satisfaction to his 

views, he was Drthodox; in hi-) p««li'.ics. •^lI■i^:!iy Ki-j.ub- i lellow-titi/ens. October 20, 1S4J. Mr. Miller was mar- 

lican. He wa-i of medium height, and juj.^.-e-M.d rem;irk- ' lied to .Mi^r, I'li^ra Hull, ot Mitldlesex County, ("onnec- 

able powers of endurance, lie w.is a n;.ui of ipiick ■ tic\it. .'slie h.id been eduiatevl at J)i.s>eirs Academy, 

perceptions and s(uind jiidgnicnt, and v.;i- ii.ll cf j^cii- | tluin a lloiiri-hing stjii-ol on the Western Reserve, in 

uinc humor ; he attached his iiiei.-U I'" h:ni with pe< uii.-.i ( )l;io. I h .■i:;j.h if reiiiing and iinitbtiu^ive manneis. 

devotion, and, idl unconscior.sly, n.adi- liim-ei!" .1 gfi:«:r.il l-e ji- -'.s-r'.i nnu h ciiir.,y nu'l ambiii.>n. Mr. Miller 

favoiile. After a jiainfid illne-.- nf ti n li ;y-. b.-ine with 'ii-l n-'l li.il ;o uiioii.c ;i:i.l aiKnowk-dge her iiitlu- 

fortilude and patience. In* dej-aitel ilii' V.'.r, Sund.n « :■ -■. lb- i- iimenduud tn have said, that whatever 

afternoon, Feliruarv 24, 1S77. r.-jei ve\ <.iit\ Iin e \eai-, ' I .-i:»ii->s Ik; h.-.i ali/.ined wa.'. due to hi.'* wife. 1'hev 

.six months, and Iwenty-four <1.!\>. 'liie while t^'>ninr.i- h.id iw-.> ih.Id;eii.— a b<.'n ar.d a tlaughler. The oldest, 

nity V ill long nuNi his f.imilic^.r f.:Li". i)<>. it.i and Mrs. <. Liia Millei, ilied in iS(»^^, at the age of «.eventcen 

I 

Leete had seven children,-- huir m-h.^ li\:k\ tlin-i: d..;:gh- veais. The .s'>n, John l-'dgar, >uci:eeded his father as 
ters. One son died when two au'i .1 h.ill \i-ii.^ old, an<i M ashie-r and m.mviger ('f the lii-st National Hank, 
anotiier in military .^-ervice in 1S14. Mr^. Ln l»', two | Within the last year, however, icali/ing that his health 
bons and three daughters, are now living. ' rei|uired. lor a time, fieedom from the .d)s<iibing care 

I ;ind conliiiement, he retired finm the busines*-. Mrs. 

•o* I Miller iniw occupies the family mansion, which licr hus- 

I'.ind elected a lew years beloie his (bath, in the fall 

J.ILEI'R, H(')N. JOHN", (.f I'ort Huron, ^.)n «.if . of ivS;^^. Mr. Milhr was a const:int attendant, a irus- 

L Jolm and Anna (Rie-t) Milli-r, was Ixiin on ;lu- I tee, and a gei.ei' us .^-upjxirtcr of the I Congregational 

^..^ ^ 1st of February, iSiS. at Sugar I.OvH, in Tpjer ' < l:in(li, hut w;is veiy liberal in his religiou.s views. In 

■' Canada. His parents wi:ie of tleiman de-ient. | ioliti--., he was a l.)emocrat, but was quite conservative 

and were natives of I'ennsvhania. Thev spoke Kn^li-.h He was n«>i tvxtreme in anv of his ooinitins. He was a 

and (jcrnian equally well. 'I liey lemoved to RulTido, meml«er of the Masonic I''iatei nity, and was a Knight 

New Voik, and then to Canada, where their son [tdin ! Templar. Mr. Miller must be regarded as having had 



was born. When he was (piite young, thi:y n moved to 
Rochester, Oakland ("ounty, Michigan. Mrs. Miller 
Avas a Mormon, of which sect her bi other, John Riiist, 
now resiilihi; in IJclfalo, was a mis>ioiiarv and leader. 
.She died in February, 1S6S. Her husbatul died .s«ime 
years belore. The hch«)ol privileges of John Miller 

were verv limited, endinjj when he was ftiirteen vear.s i 

. 'I 

old. He was well endowed intellectuallv, and h.id a '• 

reflective as well as an inquiring mind. He .spent his l 



a successfid lite; whuh. when his opjjortunities are con- 
sideied, affords a w 01 thy ex.im]ile to future generations. 



»v^- 




rF.LROY, HON. CROCKET, St. Clair, Slate 
Senator, Merchant, and Manufacturer, was born 
L>ecember 31, 1.S35, in the township of Flam- 
boro West, near the city of Hundas, province of 
leisure in reading, thus making iq^ for his lack of Ontario, C'anada. His father, I'rancis McElroy, was born 
educational advantages. He beLame well informed in in the north ot Ireland in 1S05, and was of Sc«.'tch de- 
matters pertaining to business and ]Kdilics ; and, as a j scent. Mr. I'laneis McElroy came to this country with 
business man, had more tl.an oidinarv abilitv. At the his father in iSio, settlini' in New For.sev. He worked for 
age of thirteen, he went tcj St. Clair County, and a time in a cotton factory at Pater.-iOn, New Jersey, and 
worked with his oldest brother, Jacob Miller, in the 1 w ms once cruelly beaten with a cat-o'-nine-tails by a 
lumber business. Soon after, he was employcl by the | brutal overseer, for some slight otVense, such punishments 
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being common at that time. lie subsequently lived in '■ memory, being able at any time to give almost the exact 
the State of New York, where he Icarneil the bhick- 1 amount of lnc^cllanlli^c and manufactured .stock he has 
smitli's trade, at which he has worked nearly nil hi.s j on h;ind. \\iiliuut relt:riing to cither figures or dales, 
life. He lived for about twenty-five years in Canada, . Mr. Mcl-.lroy, with all his bu.-*iiic>s cnterjH ises, has 
and for the past lweniy-li\e years in and near IjayheM, found cousider;ilile limt^ to devote to rca«ling and literary 
Lake Superior. Uc lias a strong constitution, i.s ab->le- 1 pursuits, ami has taken a deep interest in the c^tabli^h- 
mi«)us in his habit.>, atid has enjoyed excellent health all mcnt and sustenance (jf literary a>s()cialions in the 
Lii life. His education was limited, but, being a great communilie> in which he has rc-»ided. In 1.S5S he 
reader, and j)()s>e»sed of a reniarkaMc nunniiy, lie is founded a literary society, known as the ''Society of 
distinguished for hij. intelligence and general informa- j Urotiieis; " and, in 1S67, at New I»allimore, he founded 
tion. He is an elVectixe public s])iakcr, anil has often another, "The Freemen's i.!lub." He has re|)eatedly 
lectured on tempcraucc and (Jther iDpics. H«' married, 1 read beft)re tlu-m original poem> and essays. He belongs 
in 1827, Mi-*-> Mary Suierus, an huue^t, industrious ■ to no dinoniinali«uj, but usually attends the Congrega- 
woman, who has been an excellent mollur to her ten ■ tional Church, with which his religious coiivielions are 
chihlren, and has taken great interest in their welfare, in accord. Two of his children are meinl)ers of the 
She is still living. Crocket McKhoy, the sulijecl of this Methodi.-t Church. In i>olilics, he has always been an 
sketch, received his early education at (lah, C>iilario; active l\e[)ublican ; but is not a strong ])artisan, and 
and, when twelvi* \ear-« <jf age, removed !o Hetr'/il. refu>-e> lo vote for an unwortliy man. He ha.> held 
Here he attiinded one of the juiblic «^chools of thai city ottice, nmre or le>s, for twenty years past, having been 
for a >hoi t time, and, af'.ei ward-, a euinmercial ai adeniy. ^>ujiervist.r for two years, Ju.-.tice of the Peace four 
When thirteen years C'l :!gf, he l.iegiin i«» act a> i.ieik in I } «.-ar.--, (.'tininii>.'.ioner of Highways two years. Trustee 
a whole>aIe and rei.iii gioceiy sloie, leuiaiiiuig three i-l tiie village of New llalliinoie two year.>>, May»)r of St. 
years; he then, for two \ear>. •.old .-m.ill beer. In i>>5,i ("lair C-ity lor one year, and State Senator two years, 
he went to Ira, St. «Ia.r ("ounly, as clerk, tu lake eharge from January i, 1S77. He married, in the town-shij-i of 
of a general stf-re ; and f'^r the next live \e.irs .served a^ . Ira, when he w a.> only eighteen years of age. Miss 
clerk and laujjl.t M.I1..0I, .-|M.'i;(liiig the summer inonlh-. Juiia ( liailier, of I-'iench de>cent. They have had tliir- 
of 1S54-55 in the Lake >u]eiiMr region. In l>5S he leen children, nine of wlu)m are now Jiving, — two sons 
was elected Jusiii.e i.f ihe I'eai e ; and, liie \car fllow ing, ' and si-\en daughters. The oldest sou i.'* Secretary of 
engnged in mereanlile bu.siiir-> in Ira, I'-minuiiig in the Marine City Slave C\)mj)aiiy ; anil the youngest is an 
this until iSOv He then ^..Id out, and en.b.irkci.l in '.he infant. Mr. MclTrov i'. aboul five feet seven inches in 
business of manufacturing slaves and liea-ling, at New hei;;ht, i-i su-ut, weighs about two hundred jjounds, 
Laltimore. This ]>r<ned a very agreeable bu-intrss, one He i> of a .^anguine nervous temperament. He is a con- 
especially congenial lo his ta>te>. He gradually eMeinle-.i ■ stant and thorough worker, ha\ing early accjuired habits 



his oj)erations at this pl.ace, [iurchasiug a .^ec'unl >lave- 
mill; and in i<S7i bought out a sindlar mill at ^Llrine 
City. In 1S73 he scdd out his bu.^iness at New iJalti- 
niore and removed, wilh his lamily, to the city of St. 
Clair, retaining his mills al Marine City. The-^e weie 
soon after oju'ialed by a stock corpriraiion, known a^ 



of industry, ami ha?, done a va.^t anuiunt of hard work 
during the pa^l fifleen or twenty years. He has aimed 
lo be strictly honest in all his transactions; and, as a 
consequence, i'. known as a man of strict integrity. With 
liimne.ss of deei^ion, and strong pergonal and moial 
courage, m^tliing can move him from acting in accord- 



the Marine City Slave Comjiany, in which Mr. McLlr«»\ ; a nee with what he believes to be light; he has frequently 
owns a controlling inleie-.l, and is the Tresitlent and ; ^acrificed pergonal gain, rather than do w hat he believed 
general manager. He resumed the mercantile bu^ine^-s to be wrong or unjust to others. He is deeply inter- 
in IvS73, and ha>. for some years been interested in e^ted in the per.-onal welfaie and educaliim of his 
vessel proi.H.Mty. He i.-> aUo rre>ident of the St. Clair children, .md m.ike^ it a piaiiice to ini el with them 
Spoke Works. Li his manufai Uii ing an-l mercantile every Sunday evening to give them iustrucliou and 



operatioii'i, Mr. MeLlniy ha-. l.'Cen I'lninenlly Nucce>.^ful. 
With good executive abilities., and an exiellent knowl- 
edge ol human naiure, he has been exceedingly fortu- 
nate in the ^eleclion :ind management of the men in his 
em[doyment. Although eonilucting a large business, and 



(atlu'ily coun-el. He has never u>ed intoxicating li«piors 
or tobacco, iiiid, by practice and precept, is a strong 
temjieiance ni.iii. He is a fi)rcible and llueni sj)eaker; 
and, duiii.g ilie ricsidential can\a.-.s of 1S70. made 
some enthu^ia.-.iic and telling >peeches on belialf of the 



making mi»st of his sales <»f stave-; and heading in dis- Kepubliean c;indidales. While he is a lefties-:, eiier- 
tant markets, he lia-> not sufleietl any li.»-^ by b;id debt.s g<;tic, and enterpi i.^ing l.-u.-ine-s man, he is aLo very 
from such sale.s sinee 1S70. He gives clo>e allcnlion t«> j^ojjular,- a lact whieh has been fully atle<led on vari- 



his business altair"^, and kee[is thoroughly polled uj»on 
their minutest details; he has a remarkably retentive 



ous occ;i-ions when he has been a caiulidale lor otiice. 
He was once elected Suj)er\i.^or without opposition; 
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and received a larger majority when clcctod Mayor of 
St. Clair tlian was ever nblaine<l by any other pe^^on. 
In every posiiitjii, he lia^ been callcil upon to fill, he 
has discharged the duties of the office with credit and 
ability, and to the "Natisfaction of the public, lie belongs 
to that cla^s of men, too seldom found, wht) have the 
moral courage to labor for a good cause, even though 
it be unpopular. 




-•o** 




USSEV, HON. DEXTF.R, of Romeo, wn- b-^rn 
in Rutland, Worcester County, Ma^»achllsels. 
^January 12, iSii. He i> the fi.iurih «'t' ilie t<Mi 
children — live sons and live d.ui;^litir> — «>r l-.Ij 
and Per>i.s (Prouiy) Mu-^'.ey. He wurked iin lii>. f;iilu'i'.-H 
farm, and attendtMl the common <r]i."d>» until In* w;^^ 
seventeen; when, being diNsnti-.rH'd with lii^ liniitod 
advantages, he bought hi^ tiiur fi"ni hi- f.ilhcr fi-r twD 
hundred dollars, to btr paiil in anjuuil iii^-liillnient-- cf 
fifty dollars each. During ihr iicxi iw-i y<Mi^. he nnf 
only paid this dtl»t, but alt(ii(ie«l .-rlj.i.,1 a^ nuu li as Iji- 
desiretl. At the age of nim-lii-n, he began icuhini;, 
which he continued ihree winter-, lie tJK-n went to 
I.owcll, MassaehuNf'it>, and luriMine elerk in a store. 
After acting in thi>» eapa«. ily twn ycai>. he engaged 
in the irroeerv busine--. At the end of three n ear^. 
HecL-nibi.T, 1S56, he S'dd his interest to hi- j-ailner. 
and lemoved tt» Michigan, sell ling in Rnmo. Maconil) 
County. There he opened a general store with Williatn 
H. Illmore. and earrieil it on until 1S41. He thin 
starieil a f*iuiidry and \\agt^n-shop. In 1X45 he took a 
j»artncr, who remained with him twoyi-ars. \\\^ iiro:hei- 
in-Iavv, Oliver Niihols, was a-soti.ned with him fimn 
that lime until i>!5«;; alter whitli Mr. Mu.-M?y enntinucd 
bu-iincss alone until lSl)4, when he solil his ijii<Mrst. In 
1S45 Mr. Mus-^ey wa.-. eleetctl Justice of the IVaee, an<l 
has held the oflke up to the j)re-.ent lime. He \\.is 
chosen Rejjresentative to the State Legislature in 1S54. 
anil was re-elected successively until i8()2. In 1S59, 
although not an attorney, he \\as appointed Chairman 
of the judii iary Committee; and, in iSoi, was elected 
Speaker of the House, under r.hiir. He was a member 
of the Masonic rratcrnity from 1S63 to IVS75, an<l has 
been conneetetl with the Sons of Temperance since thi- 
organ i/.i lion of ihat |)arty in the State. He united with 
the C.'ongregalional Chuich when he was sevenicen year- 
of age, and, mIicu twenty-eight, was eU'Cted deaeoju 
which office he ha«. held ever sinee. He toi^k an aelivt- 
part in j>olitics a.i a Whig, and afterwards a-* a Repub- 
lican, having ahvay> held strong auti>l.ivery principle:*. 
October b, iSjt"), he married l.ydiu Russell, of Concord, 
Massachusetts. They have had six children, — three 
sons and three daughters, — all of whom arc living. 



i.M.MER, AMO.S, of Romeo, waj> born January 26, 
I 1810, in (iran\ille, Washington County, New 
^■'* York, and was the son of Amos and I<aura 
\ (White) Palmer. His father was born in Leb.v 
non, Connecticut, A]>ril 19, 1775 (the day of the battle 
of Lexington), and his mother, in (Iranville, New York, 
in 1780. His grandfather, Amos Palmer, was of Engli-.h 
deseent. and a native of Connecticut; he died, in 1S35, 
at the advance<l age of ninety-one year^. Mehitabel, 
' his wifr, of French extraction, \va«. al.-o a native of Con- 
I nectieut : she died in 1S26, at the age of eighty-three. 
Ann IN I'abner, the father of our subject, removed to 
(ijanxillf when a young man and engaged as a mechanic. 
He wwrkid on the first .Stale Houm: erccteil at Hartford, 
CunncLtieut. In l8(X) he married, in (.iranville, New 
Vurk ; and continued the business of a mechanic in 
cnnneetion with fanning. He wa>i the falher of twelve 
ehildien. — >ix sons and six daughters, — nine of whom 
aie s'.iil livii g. K. W. Palmer, of Cleveland, C)hio, is a 
lucni! I r f.'l the f.-.inily. Aini» Palnicr. Jun., attended 
" il:e C'lninii-n .-i In.Mii, and lalnMed un his father's fai m 
i.niil he w.is twcniv-uiie Mar-* oUl, when he began 
\\«'ikii:g in the .sh«.)p. In 1835 he emigrated to Mich- 
igan, and st:tlled in Romeo, whi-re. for a short lime, he 
Wiuke'l at ilu- carjienter's trade, lie then undertook 
the inanuLic:ture of \\agons, which he continued for 
about one year. He gave U]) this busine-.-* upon the 
dtalh of hi> wife; and went to New Y«nk, where hi* 
riinained one season. In ihe fall of 1837, he leturned 
to hii hiiuie in Michigan, and began work as a joiner 
and c.ibinet maker, managing two shops, one in each 
biaiuh (if the bu>ijie>-». He \\ a^ exten.iixely engaged 
in the nianufaeiuie cif eabiuet ware, and of dours, sa-hcs, 
l.dii:d>. i.i«\, until lSb4. when he gave his entire atten- 
■ tion t(t the <:i))im't-waie department, tarrying on a large 
\\hol»--aK' ami letail trade In 1S70 he touk his son, 
A. W. I'alnur. into the business, the firm betomini; 
Ainos Palmer iSl Son. Mr. Palmer is a thoi»)Ui/hlv wide- 
I awake, eneigelie man, ami the busiiie.^s ha^ continued 
lo thrive. In February, 1874, they underto.)k, also, the 
manufacture of undertaker's g«)od.>, li imini'.ig>, etc., con- 
ducting an extensive whole>ale iracle in thi-- line. Mr. 
Palmer is not a member of any religious organi/alit)n, 
but attends the Congregational Church, and contributes 
I 1-i'gcly to religious aiul benevolt-nt institutions. He is 
always willing to give according 10 \\\> means, and his 
j gene rosily j^ known throughout ihe community. In 
; politii.s, liL- ha-» always been a Republican. In 1S35 he 
I married Lydia Maiia I'elch, \\\\u Ii\ed scarcely a year. 
He married again, in 1837, Ruth IJarkcr, daughter of a 
noted wtxil dealer, Kaac Parker, of Granville, New 
Yolk. Mr. Palmer has been the father of lw(» sons, — 
the chb-r of whom, John M. Palmer, died in October, 
1S59, in Milwaukee, Wiscon-in, where he had gone to 
engage as a dry-good.-» merchant. 



I 
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"il LACK, SAMUEL D., of Tort Huron. Nfichigan, 

!■; was born in the township of Varmouth, province 

^^ of Ontario, Canada, April 29, 1835. His father, 
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7 EED, PETER W., M. D., of I'ort Huron, Mich- 
<f'i| 'i»'^"» ^'^^ hinu near tlie city of Ilellcville, Has.t- 
^^''"\" i"K^ County, in the present pr(»\ince of Ontario, 



^>'^ a carpenter by trade, was a native of New Jersey. 1 Canada, Stjjteniber 21, 1S27. His granil-j^arents emi- 
His mother was de^^cended from a New England family, grated tu llii> rcgii^n, fnuii the Mohawk \'alley, in New 
When Mr. Pace was but two years of ac»e, his f.ilher York, abwut the time of the war of the Revolution, 
emigrated, with his fiimily, to Michigan. Circumstances Doctor Reed had ctMuparatively few early advantages, 
subsequently induced them to return to Canada, where His education was obtained rather ihiough contact with 
they resided for some time, and then removed t«» Racine, the world, and by self-in>truciion, than fiom the .schoiiK. 
Wisconsin. At this city, Mr. Pace attended schocd in Cp to the age of twenty, hi.> entire time spent at schoid 
winter, as he liad previously done in Canada. Lleing of did not exceed six months. Inflammation of the eyes, 
an adventurous spirit, he was charmed with a sea-faring c(»ntracteil at the age of nine, and continuing until his 
life; and. early in the spring of 1850, he shipjied as a twenty-fourth year, seriou.-.ly interfered with study, 
•iailor on board the schooner **.\melia." L.ate in No\eni- | During all this period, he was unable to read a line in a 
ber, 1S52, lie was shipwrecked wliilc on board the sloop book or newspajxrr. His father died when Mr. Reed 
••Ranger." After floating about three days and nights 1 was (^uile y«uing; and he was thrown among strangers, 
without rudder «>r sail, the little ves>el was stranded on At the age of sixteen, he commenced an apprenticeship; 
the be.ach, two mile-; south of Milwaukee, \Viscf>nsin. i after comjileting his term of .ser\ice, he workeil as a 
Mr. Pace suffered intensely from hunger and cold ; hi> journeyman in (. anada and the Stales, until his failing 
scanty wardrobe was greatly rcducetl; and lie found hcaltli rendcietl it necessary to turn his attention to 
him-sclf a wanderer in the streets t»f Milwaukee. A other pur.-uils. I>y one of those chances that some- 
kind-hearted Jew toi^k i>ily on the shivering sailor bt)y, , limes seem proviilential, he bought, about this lime, a 
and provided him with einthing, saying that it should I medical lun-k at an auction, though without any definite 
cost the lad nolliing. Mr. Pace -.-•on ])aid the debt, oljjecl at the time. He read in it a little, and thus ac- 
however, and the Jew lo>i noLhi.ig by ilii> act o( char- ■ 'piircd a K've for the study of medicine. He mastered 
ity. In early boyhood. Mr. i'.ne deterniined to be a the work; and his chance purchase ihus proved the 
pliysician, and, wilh that end in view, ai'i-lied hiniselt" initial sicp in a succes>ful professional career. Eortu- 
with great energy to the study <'f anatomy. I'hysiology, ' nalely, he found in this wuvk a formula for the treat- 
and all other subjects <tinnecled with hi.^ favoiite ' nieiit of soie and inllamed eyes, which he employed 
science. In i860, at Port Huron, Michigan, he ctmi- successfully in curing his malady. Still dependent upon 
menced the j)raclice of his profe-siun, and was sue- ' his traile, he acleil as foreman of a shop, attending to 
ce^sful from the lirst. r)i)ctor Pace was married at bu.-iness duiing the <lay. and studying at night. Willi 
the age of twenty, antl was grandfather at the age of \ »»o leather, and with comparatively lew books, he lead 
forty. In jiolitics, he is a cnnsi>tenl, enthusiastic Re- nu^dicine until he felt conlident of his ability to prattice. 
publican. His first \ole was cast, in 1S60, for Abrah.im , He then abandoned his occupation; hung up his tools, 
Lincoln; again, in 1S64, he labored hard for the success j and went to Indiana; settling near Terre Haute, where 
of the same candidate. During the compaign of i.SoS, he formed a medical copartnership, in which he coii- 
he took the stump for (leneral (jrant; and again, in I li"U'-d for about two years. At the end of that lime 
1872, he was actively eng.iged in the same .service. As ; he returned to the place of his former residence in Can- 
a stump speaker, he is always ready and forcible, tell- i ada, and established himself in practice. It would 
ing stories in illu'*trating with great success. In the 1 seem ihat only a natural apine>s for the profession of 
spring of i860, Doctor Pace was appointed, by Pros- medicine, coupled with ind«>initable energy, could ha^e 



idcnt (irant, I'niled .States Consul at Port Sarnia, a 
position which he now holds under Pre««ident Hayes. 
He is a popular <dVicer, a steadfast friend, but an un- 
yielding foe. He is an earnest advocate of temperance, 
and frequently ^^peaks on the subject in a stxle that is 



achieved success under the disad\aniages that Doctor 
Reed has surmounted. About the lime of his return to 
Canada, much popular agilaliun e.visicd regarding the 
merili of the dilierenl schools of medicine; and Doctor 
Reed prejured ami ciiculaled a petition to Parliament 



forcible and eflVcrivc. In religion, Doctor Pace may for the passage of a law recognizing the Eclectic prac- 
safely be termed a railical. his creed being, like that of 1 lice. In lhi> he was successful; and an Eclectic lioard 
a distingui^heil Revolutionary patriot, "to do good.' Was established at Toronto, which granted licenses lu 
Though comparatively a young man, he has already pr.ictilioners of that school. In the spring of iboi, 
attained an enviable position, and his life and achieve- Doctor Reed left Canada, and went to Purt Huron, 
mcnts serve to point out to the rising generation what where he has since resided, and where he has acquired 



may be accomj^lished by persistent effort, patient study, 
and strict attention to dutv. 



an extensive practice. The prejudice on the part of 
those belonging to wh'at is known as the regular achool 
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of medicine, agaiii"*! those ^\hum they rcgaixi as irregu- 
lar practitioner^, is well known; this j)iejiuiicc Doctor 
Kcccl lias had t() encounter, and has Micces^^fullv over- 
come. He has, for some years |>a>t, been llro^es^i(>nally 
respected, and reeo^ni/ed by all rrpuliible nu'mbers of 
the medical profe>sinn. In 1S65. more as a mailer of 
form tlian from any need of further discipline. Doctor 
Reed obtained ihe degree of the Lelcctic Mcviical Col- 
lege of C'incinnaii, (^hio. He has, uf bite years, become 
l<rominent am«>iig the leading physic ian>« of ilu- couniry. 
l)oclor Reed was instrumental in procuring the pa^sag** 
of an act. by the Legislature of Miciiigan, under whiili 
the Stale Kcleclic ^Medical and Surgical Association wa> 
organized. He ii the N'ice-Prcsident of this a><sO('ialion. 



draughts, which ht- i)layed with remarkable skill. After 
a year of sufiering, he died of heait disease. His funeral 
was attended by the civic societies and the jteoj^lc at 
huge. 'Ihe members of a German Workingmon's So- 
ric!y, bearing flags drnjied in mourning, wiie present 
in I he procession. One m«.)tto which they carried, 
'* Honor to him who has earueil it," was. at the la^t 
moment, laid by loving hands ujion his coffin, and 
lowereil into the grave. February 6, 1S55, Judge Sack- 
elt married Mary Bingham, of Perry, New York. 



-•c«»- — 




O- ACKETT, JUDGE THOMAS LORFN/O, o\ Ml. 
^^jl| Clemens, a dcscenilaiit <>f (.iciici.il Siark, \\ as liinii 
^^^1^ at rillsford, Mcinroe Coiiniy, New York, Novem- 
ber 2, 1S19. He was the son of R;.li.li .md i'./il\ (Sliirki 
Sackett. Hi'* educaliv)n \\;is leteiv.-l in ihe enninion 
sclniols of Macomb Count\. Michi.;. u. lie w.is ihmuii 
upon his own resources in l.ii\ hmfi. and «.ul\ tK\el'>ied 
bclf-reliance and inflejiendence. lie po--e-si-il a nii-i.han- 
ical genius; and, for a U-w \e.iis, woiked at llie car- 
penter's trade. immediately alter Ieavii;g sclu'ol, he 
contracted to buihl terlain l:ridges over the Clinton 
River, near Ml. C'lemens ; and then undertook the 
manufacture of suction pum^js, at I'rederii k, Michigan, 
and at Dayton, Ohio. He was a Wlr.g; but, on the 
organization of the Republican j^arly. he jnincd its 
ranks, and reniainevl a steadlast woiker in its inteiesis 
until his death. In ii>04 he was elecitd Register of 
Deeds for Macomb County, and was re-eleeted in iJSoO. 
In iSoS he was electeil. on the RejudjliiMU ticket. Judge 
of Probale ; and hehl thai position at the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1S75. He was re])ealed]y 
Supervi«'or of his towji, — his superior knowledge and 
experience of values ren«lering him a popular canditlale 
for the office. He was an efhcient and diligent ]niblic 
servant. As Judge of Probate, he was the friend of 
the widow, and gave his aiKice and shapcfl his decis- 
ions, as far as possible, in her favor. His hand was 
always ojien to the poor; his whole life was one ol 
charitable acts. He never (juesiioned any one who ap- 
plied to him for assistance, and lent his credit wiihout 
hesitation whenever the fav(>r was asked; yet such w;\s 
his industry and gootl judgment, that he left a c«)mj»e- 
tence for his family. He was a waim friend, — any jier- 
feon possessing his conlidence could command all he 
])osses«^cd. Huiet antl reserxed in all his habits, he de- 
hpi<ed any thing like show in conduct or personal attire. 
He was very social and fond of games; particularly 



?^ANr.ORN, HON. JAMES \V., Merchant, of 
Port Huron, Michigan, was born at Falmouth, 
^^ ' ne.ir Poithmd, Maine, in April, I.S13. He was 
the sun of a pli\ si,i.ni, the ihird tif a family of eleven 
cliildriii. In eni!\ \iiutli, he gave e\idence of great 
energ\ of c!Kiiae:ri- and keen poweis cif observation. 
Me clivi>e lir hi- hisi vi-nlure a sea!ari:ig life, and marie 
fu'inriii \-.yaL,es lo ilie West Inilies; lu- also crv)s.-ed the 
Ailiinlii. < )LiMn reju.aledly. He abandoneil the sea after 
iiMciiinij !!ie ave (>{ Iwenlv-one; and went to Port Ilu- 
run, in i^.^^- ^" c«.'ni|>any with Abner Coburn, — since 
(iovenior <.il Maine; ( liailes Merrill, — late of Detroit; 
and Iu>ei»h P. Kilse'v. 'P«';20lher tliev located twenty- 
five thou-and acres of laiul in St. Clair and Sanilac 
counties', ami Mr. Sanlxirn, then but twenty-two years 
i>l age, was lefi in iharge <if the purchase. Ihe folluw- 
in;^ \rar. i>n 50. he csiablishetl hinisilf at Metamr«ra, Lapeer 
Cdunly. In iS^S, and again in 1S46, he was elected to 
the l.egislaini.: from Papeer r)istrict. His tluirough 
know !'.<Il^(: «:t the Stale lands maile him an elVicient 
liejiie-eniaii\e. As a legislator, he evinced the same 
ha'hiu of industry and faithfulness which so eminently 
characleii/.ed him in jjrivate life. In 1S47 he was en- 
gaged in the diy-gnods and lumber business, at Port 
Huron, with his br(»lher-in-l.iw, Alvah Sweelscr; the 
death of the latter, in 1804, caused a dissolution o( the 
firm. Mr. .*^anborn had large lumber interests on the 
Saginaw, the Muskegon and its tribuiaiics, the Au 
Sable, Thunder IJay River, Pine River i;i the Upper 
Peninsula, and on the Sheboygan. His business career 
was .a successful one for himself and lho>e .associated 
with him. I'csides his lumber posscssitins, he owned 
considerable real estate and ]>ersonal proj-erly in Port 
Huron and I'ort Gratiot. In bu-incss matters, he had 
(juick perception, and was far-seeing, always combining 
promptness w ilh caution. While kieping jia-.e with the 
times in legit imale enierjirises. he never alh'wed sound 
judgment lo l)e (Aerruled by speculaii\e excitement, 
Jusi in his dealings with all, he e\pecle«l and exacted 
the same from (Uhers. Stn^ng in his likes and dislikes, 
he never failed in pioving the sincerity of his feelings 
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to those whom he once recognized as friends. He num- 
bered among his intimate associates many young men 
who were indebted to him for friendly counsel, as well 
as for substantial aid in their bur>iness undertakings. 
Earnest in politics as in other matters, and originally a 
Whig, Mr. Sanborn stood among the foremost organ- 
izers of the Rej^ublican party. He represented his dis- 
trict as a delegate to that convention, whose proceedings 
"under the oaks at Jackson" have been accorded a 
page, not only in the annals of State, but al>o of na- 
tional history. In 1853 he was electe*! to the IIi)u>e of 
Representives, after a spirited contest, — his opponefit 
being the Hon. \V. T. Mitchell. In 1S5.S he was chosen 
Commis>ioner of the State Land-otVice. During his term 
he exposed the McKinney defalcation, and strenuously 
opposed all efforts to cover up the fraud under the j>lea of 
party policy. lieing an active worker in political cam- 
paigns, no man in his rei;ion was nmre liberal with hi>« 
money for proj^er political purposes. Mr. Sanborn mar- 
ried three times; and, at his death, — which occurred 
A[)ril 13, 1S70, — left a wife and three children. Al- 
thoutzh not a member of anv rcli;:it)us denomination, he 
was, for many years, actively connected with the Con- 
gregational Church. He was greaily attacheil to his 
£;imily and home; and tlioM: who knew him most inti- 
mately, knew best tht; kindne^> of his nature, and the 
tiepth of his alTection. His inlluenct', as affecting the i 
growth and pros|>erity <'f the scclimi of the State in 
which he lived and labored, will continue to be felt for 
years to come. 



he is a Democrat. Since the age of twenty-five, he has 
been an Old-school Baptist, lie married, in December, 
1841, Uelscy Ann Jones. Having no children of their 
own, they adopted two, — a girl and a boy, — both of 
whom have long since left their foster-home. Mr. Stuart 
is sociable, genial, and very hospitable. 



^^TUART, (;i:ORCiE HENRY, Farmer, of Rich- 
^ jII >"<^"'^ Macomb County, Michigan, was born in 
^ -^ October, 1S14, in Ontario County, New York. 
His parents were Kbenezer and Susanna (Hale) Stuart. 
His father was Captain of a company of volunteers in 
the War of 1.S12. He was taken prisoner, and kept at 
Montreal until his death, which occurred in 1816, when 
he was thirty years of age. C.eorge II. Stuart — then 
two years old — lived with his foster-parents from that 
time until he was twenty-eight. His early advantages 
were limited, — his sch»M)l instruction having been con- 
thie<l to the common EngliNh branches. He removed 
to Michigan in 1842; and settled on a farm in Rich- 
mond, Macomb County, where, by steady industry, he 
has accumulated a fortune. He was Township Treasurer 
for three years, — from 1S49 to 1852,— and, the following 
two years, was elected Su]»ervi>.or. He owns and culti- 
vates, besides his own, two farms adjacent to his home, 
and is known as a solid farmer. He takes great interest 
in all improvements in farming; in fact, he makes it 
what it ought to be. — a pleasurable occupation. He is 
a member of the Patrons of Husbandry. In politics, 



• TARKWEATHER, JAMES, late of Romeo, was 
^T^» born in Preston, Connecticut. October 25, iSoi ; and 
^y. ■* die<l in Romeo, Michigan, February 10, 1873. He 
was the sixth son of a family of twelve children. His father 
was of Scotch and English ancestry, and served as a 
soldier in the Revolutionary War. The early advanta- 
ges of James Starkweather were limited. His parents 
being posses^etl of little means, his education was con- 
fined to a moderate knowledge of the common English 
branches. Aftt-r the death of his mother, in 1S20, he 
left home to seek employment; traveling West, on foot 
and alone, with all his earthly effects in a bundle upon 
his back. In September, 1824, he crossed the Hudson 
on his way to visit two brothers in Pennsylvania. He 
then went to visit a sister in Western New York, whence 
he embarked by steamer for Detroit, arriving October 
9, after a tempestuous voyage of five days. From De- 
tp^it he made a prosi)ecling tour, visiting Pontiac, 
Farm ingt on, Troy, Rochester, Stony Creek, and Hoxie's, — 
now the villa;;e of Rt)nieo, — which was then on the ex- 
treme rmnticr. He was pleased with the country and 
deterniiued to make it hi^ home. Accordingly, in Jan- 
uary, 1S25, he loeate<l one hun<lred and sixty acres of 
land in the \icinity of Romeo. On this he remained 
until the fullowing June, wheil he was attacked with 
fever and ague. Entirely discouraged, he gave up his 
land and started f«)r his former home and friends in the 
East, liefore he ha<i proceeded a mile on his journey, 
he found a man to whom he sold his land for two hundred 
and fifty dollars. This circumstance tending to renew 
his hope«i, he resolved to make another tour of ex])Iora- 
tion. After wandering alone in the forest for many 
days, on the Fourth of July, 1S25, he came to Trombly's 
Mountain, where he encamped for the night. From 
that point he oblaine<l a view of the surrounding coun- 
try, and selected the second time, near Romeo, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land; upon which he re- 
mained until his removal to the village of Romeo, six 
months before his death. Se[)teml)er i\ 1827, he mar- 
ried Roxana Leslie, of New Yoik Stale. Mrs. Stark- 
weather was a woman of rare Chri>iian virtues, and 
proved a great support in times of darkness and despair. 
After accumulating a handsome fortune, they determined, 
on the 2 1st of September, 1868, to leave the farm in 
charge of their sons and make a visit to friends at 
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a distance. They first went to Alabama, thence to Wash- 
ington, D. C, and started on their return home. On 
the evening of the 17th of November, they took passage 
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and during tiie 
night were obliged to cliange cars at the Relay House, 
about ten miles from Baltimore. While passing from 
one line to the other, Mrs. Starkweather was crushed 
beneath an incoming train; she died of her injuries 
three hours afterwards. Mr. Starkweather married the 
second time, June 18, 1872, Mrs. Adeline Mullegan, of 
Washington, D. C. He was the father of nine chil- 
dren, six of whom arc still living. lie was a Republican 
in politics. He was commissioned Lieutenant and also 
Captain of the militia, in 1826, under General Cass. Mr. 
Starkweather was a man of strong temperance views, 
always fighting against the liquor traffic. He was a 
member of no secret organization; a man of high moral 
and religious .standing. He was one of the i)illars of 
the Methodist Church in Romeo, and c<)ntril)uted liber- 
ally towards the erection of the new church cdilicc, 
costing forty-three thousand dollars. Mr, Starkweather's 
death was a great loss to the conimunily, and was 
mourned by a host of friends. 




i?H0CKT0N, COLONEL JOHN, of Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan, was born in Lancaster, Tennsylvania, 
December 24, 1798. David and Ann (Bates) 
Stockton, his parents, were natives, respectively, of 
England and Wales; and settled, in 1798, upon a farm 
in Chillicothe, Ross County, Ohio. There they brought 
up a family of fourteen children, — eight sons and six 
daughters. John Stockton was the youngest child. He 
began his business career, while (juite young, as a clerk 
in a store. During the War of 1812, he served under 
Colonel Finley, in a thirty days' expedition against the 
Indians. He was a subaltern under Colonel Brush, of 
Chillicothe, and escorted provisions and troops, through 
the Black Swamp, to Detroit. He reached the River 
Raisin on Saturday, the evening before the surrender 
of Detroit. The next day, the British demanded the 
surrender of the provisions and troops then in charge 
of Colonel Brush. Colonel Elliott, of the English staff, 
who entered the camp of Colonel Brush under a flag of 
truce, was detained, in charge of subaltern Stockton, 
while the provisions were distributed to the inhabitants 
of the locality. Colonel Brush, meanwhile, headed the 
troops down the river, which they re-crossed three miles 
below, and made good time back to Ohio, — leaving Mr. 
Stockton to release his prisoner and follow alone. Sub- 
sequently, Mr. Stockton received an appointment, as 
subaltern in the regular army, under Colonel John 
Miller; and was present at the re-taking of Detroit. 



He was transferred to the 2d Rifle Regiment of the 
United States army; and commanded Fort Maiden at 
the declaration of peace. In 181 5 he was private secre- 
tary of Governor Cass, of Michigan. The next year, he 
tried a merchant's life in Detroit, but losses and misfor- 
tunes there occasioned his removal to Mt. Clemens, 
Macomb County. On the organization of that county, 
he was appointed Clerk and Register of Deeds. In 1818 
he was first member of the Legislative Council for his 
district, and served in this capacity eight years. He 
was Postmaster at Mt. Clemens for the three years 
following the organization of the county. He was 
elected Justice of the Peace in 1819, and held the 
position lifty six years. In 1874 he declined re-nomi- 
iiation on account of age and failing health. In 1824 
he was aj>pointed, by the Government, Superintendent 
of the Lake Superit^r co{)per mines. For nearly forty 
years, he was an active and efficient member of the 
associations of Free-Masons and Odd-Fellows. His 
religious views led him to unite with the Methodist 
Church. In politics, he is a Democrat of the liberal 
type. He engaged in recruiting a regiment of cavalry, 
in 1S62, and escorted it to the field in person, at the age 
of sixty-four. Two of his sons were Captains in the 
same regiment, — the 8lh Michigan Cavalry. After two 
years' service, he was removed, charged with presenting 
fraudulent accounts. He indignantly demanded an op- 
portunity to prove his innocence, and was refused by 
the Secretary of War. It afterwards transpired that the 
charge was a fraud perpetrated by .some subordinate 
ufticers for the purpose of obtaining his position. Later, 
j an order received from the War Department revoked 
the action of 1864, and gave him an honorable dis- 
charge. He is, at present, a life ])ensioncr on account 
of injuries received in service. Although his bodily 
strength is failing, his mind is as active as ever concern- 
ing the tactics of war; and he is justly proud of his 
unblemished record, both military and civil. Honored 
and beloved by old and young, he now, at the age of 
seventy-nine, leads a retired life at Mt. Clemens. He 
married, March 16, 1816, Mary Allen, step-daughter of 
Judge Clemens. She died in February, 1875. They 
have three sons living. 




' ANBORN, JOHN P., Collector of Customs at Port 
\ Huron, Michigan, was born in Belgrade, Maine, 
July 12, 1833. His father was Benjamin San- 
born, M. D., a graduate at Bowdoin College, Brunswick, 
Maine. His mother's maiden name was Emily J. Pitts. 
Mr. Sanborn's early education was only such as was 
afforded by the common schools of New England. Like 
so many other substantial men of the country, he was 
educated chiefly in practical business. Upon leaving 
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school, he entered a general store as clerk and appren- 
tice, acquiring therein the sys>tematic habiis which have 
(listingui.shed his later life. He came to Michigan, and 
settled at Port Huron in 1847, and subsequently engaged 
extensively in mercantile and lumbering operations. Mr. 
Sanborn was Dei)uty Collector of Customs at Port 
Huron, from 1862 to 1866. In March, 1867, he was 
appointed to the Collectorship, which oftlce he still 
holds. In his administration, Mr. Sanborn has proved 
himself one of the first officers of his grade in the rev- 
enue service. Politically, he has always been a Repub- 
lican. He married, October 17, 1855, Miss Mary A. 
Wastell, daughter of Rev. W. P. Wastell, of Clinton, 
Michigan. 



married in 1852. Mr. Van Eps is interested in all pub- 
lic enterprises in his locality; and for the last twenty- 
hve years has been active in the religious society of 
which he is a member. 
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AN EPS, GEORGE B., of Mt. Clemens, was born 
l\\'h in Sullivan, Madihon County, New York, October 
^^20, 1823; and was the son of John and Eliza 
(Rogers) Van Eps. He was educated in the common 
English branches, at Geneva, New York, and paid his 
own expenses by working at the same time at the shoe- 
maker's trade. When he was twenty years of age, he 
remove<l to Mt. Clemens, Macomb Ct)unty, Michigan, 
where he arrived with a capital <if one hundred dol- 
lars, — the result of hard work and rigid economy. He 
invested this money in the tanner's, shoe-maker's, and 
harness-maker's trade, having a brother as partner. 
This business was continued with success for four years, 
when a fire carried off the fruits of their industry, and 
left them penniless. Having good credit, they borrowed 
money, and started as leather dealers, prospering until 
1S56, when they were again burned out, with only a 
slight insurance on their property. Determined not to 
be discouraged, they rebuilt the store, and continued 
the business successfully until 1S60; in that year their 
shoe and leather store was for the third time destroyed 
by lire, entailing a loss of seven thousantl dollars. They 
have recovered effectually from this loss. Eor nine 
years they carried on an extensive trade in dry-goods, 
owning and managing one of the largest stocks in the 
country. Mr. Van Eps has been a prominent member 
of the Odd-Eellows' Lodge since 1847. He was admitted 
to the fraternity of Free Masons in 1869, and was 
elecied Treasurer of the lodge the following year. He 
ha> fille<l this office up to the present time. He became 
a member of the Chapter in 1873. ^" politics, Mr. Van 
Eps is a Republican. He has been a member of the 
Presbyterian Church for the last thirty-four years. 
August 28, 1846, he married Miss Maria Ashley, who 
died June 28, 1S47. March 17, 1849, he married Miss 
Mary E. Robertson, who died July 4, 1S51. 'I'hey had 
one child. His third wife, .Mi.v<s Matilda A. Filch, he 



ifpHITlNG, COLONEL HENRY, of St. Clair, 
Jl Michigan, was born February 7, 1818, at l^ath, 
Steuben County, New York. His parents, 
John and Nancy (Carter) Whiiing, were both natives 
of Massachusetts, and of Englihh descent. They have 
been dead a number of years. Colonel Whiting received 
his early education in the district schools. At the age 
of thirteen he left school, and, for about four years, was 
emj)loyed as a clerk by the firm of Whiting &. Board- 
man, of Steuben County. Rev. W. E. Boardman, Sec- 
retary of the Christian Commission, at Philadelphia, 
during the late war, was a member of this firm. During 

' his clerkship, Mr. Whiting improved his leisure time 
by reviewing KirkhanCs Grammar and Rollings Ancient 
History, After leaving the store, he entered the Gram- 
mar .School at Bath, in order to prepare for the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. The time was 
limited, and the ordeal a severe one; but the young 
student overcame all difficulties, and entered the acad- 
emy in 1S36, pas.sing the first examination, number fifty- 
one. He graduated in 1840, number seventeen, in the 
same class with Generals Sherman, Thomas, and others, 
who have since become distinguished. At the time of 
his graduation, there were very few vacancies to be 
filled. Mr. Whiting was assigned, as Second Lieutenant, 
to the 5th Infantry, then stationed at Fort Snelling, on 
the Mississippi. Here Lieutenant Whiting took a course 
of Latin, and continued his studies until he Mas ordered 
to Florida. In 1841 his regiment was sent to Jefferson 
Barracks, below St. Louis; and, soon after, was assigned 
to the upper lakes. Lieutenant Whiting's comj^any was 
ordered to Mackinac ; and, during his stay here, he 
was appointed Assistant Conmiissioner and acting As- 
sistant Quartermaster. He went with his regiment to 
Texas, in September, 1844, and remained at Corpus 
Christi until February 2, 1846. Having tendered his 
resignation, he obtained leave of absence from General 
Taylor for sixty days, with the privilege of an exten- 
sion of sixty days additional on application at Washing- 
ton. He joined his family at St. Clair, and, within a 
week, took charge of Thompson's Academy, at that 
place. The following May, he oi)ened a Grammar 

'School, in Bath, Steuben County, New York. Mr. 
Whiiing continued to teach a little over a year. In 
1848 he engaged in lumber business and merchandise in 
St. Clair, in company with Willard Parker and Justin 
Rice, under the firm name of Parker, Whiting & Co. 
In 1849 Mr. Rice died, and the firm was known as 
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Parker & Whiting, until 1851, when Mr. Parker took 
the lumber business, and Mr. Whiting became sole pro- 
prietor of the mercantile trade. At the outbreak of the 
war, in 1861, Mr. Whiting offered his services to the 
Governor of Michigan, but was informed that the Colo- 
nels of the hve regiments apportioned to Michigan, 
under the first call, had been already appointed. While 
on his way home from Jackson, he visited a former 
comrade, Colonel Richardson, of the 2d Michigan vol- 
unteers, then in Detroit. He found that Colonel Rich- 
ardson had just been offered the command of a Vermont 
regiment, by the Governor of that State, which his 
engagements did not allow him to accept. The com- 
mand was then offered to Mr. Whiting, who accepted, 
and was immediately ordered to report as Colonel of 
the 2d Vermont Regiment. This was a severe blow to 
some patriotic Vermonters, who stigmatized the Govern- 
or's action in unmeasured terms ; and it was the com- 
mencement of a factional strife, which ended only with 
the close of the Governor's term of olhcc. The appoint- 
ment was entirely unsolicited on the part of Colonel 
Whiting, and was made solely on the merits of his 
military education, and his experience in the regular 
army. His regiment moved to the front at once, and 
took part in the first battle of Bull Run. They received 
a vote of thanks from the Vermont Legislature for their 
gallant conduct during that disastrous day. This regi- 
ment covered the retreat from Centrevillc to Washing- 
ton. Colonel Whiting received, from the men under his 
command, a handsome present, consisting of a costly 
sword, sash, set of pistols, and full equipments for his 
horse. It was wholly unexpected ; and, coming from 
such a source, was naturally very gratifying to him. 
His regiment participated in the battle at Lee's Mills, 
Williamsburg, and covered the retreat from Richmond 



to Savage Station. October 23, 1862, Colonel Whiting 
was placed in command of the Vermont brigade, and 
took part in the battle of Fredericksburg, under Gen- 
eral Burnside. In 1863 he resigned his position in the 
army, and resumed business as a merchant in St. Clair. 
Here he still resides, surrounded by a happy family. 
The cause of his resignation was somewhat peculiar; 
but the reader can readily gather, from the circumstances 
attendant upon his appointment, that many Vermont 
othccrs were unwilling to have the success of their troops 
credited to the efforts of a Michigan officer. His bravery 
was never called in question, and his patriotism was 
above suspicion. He resigned because he could not 
permit one who had served under him to be placed 
over him by political influence. Colonel Whiting has 
been twice married; his first wife died January 26, 1858. 
In October, 1859, he married Mary T. Rice, sister of 
his former wife. He has had a family of eleven chil- 
dren, in all, nine of whom survive. He was himself one 
of a family of twelve children. In 1858 Mr. Whiting 
was elected Regent of the University of Michigan, and 
served in that capacity for nearly six years. While on 
the Board, he was Chairman of the Committee on the 
Scientitic Course in the University ; and, during his 
term, the standard of admission to that course was raised. 
The course of study in French and German was also 
extended from one to two years. It is worthy of notice 
that, at that time, Mr. Whiting advocated the admission 
of women to the University, which measure was not 
adopted until ten or twelve years later. Colonel Whiting 
has been a member of the Methodist Church for twenty- 
five years. He voted the Republican ticket until the 
last Presidential election, when he supported the Green- 
back candidate. He was one of the Electors on the 
Presidential ticket of that party. 
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^ NNEKE, HON. EMIL, of Bay City, Michigan, 
was born December 13, 1823, in the city of 
Dortmund, Prussia. He is the son of Frederick 
and Charlotte Anneke {fteg Von Wartenberg,) both born 
in the city of Berlin, the capital of Prussia, where his 
ancestors held important positions in the civil and mili- 
tary departments of the kingdom. His father, on com- 
pleting his studies at the University of Berlin, entered 
the Prussian army in 18 13, in the war against Napoleon 
I.; and went through the campaigns of 1813, 1814, and 
181 5, as a Lieutenant of sharp-shooters, until, after the 
battle of Waterloo, peace was restored. He then re- 
signed his military commission, and entered the civil 
service of the kingdom of Prussia, at the aforesaid 
city of Dortmund, where he was gradually promoted, 
until, in 1846, he was made a ** Royal Counselor.'* This 
office he resigned in 1866, at the age of seventy-three 
years, and died at Dortmund in 1870. As a citizen and 
a public officer, he left a name not soon to be forgotten 
in the history of his country. His son, Emil Anneke, 
entered the gymnasium at Dortmund (gymnasia in 
Germany are preparatory schools for the universities) 
at the age of ten years, and passed his examina- 
tion of maturity for the university nine years after. He 
was then admitted to the University of Berlin, where 
he studied higher mathematics, natural sciences, and 
law. After completing his studies, he traveled for 
his general information through Saxony, Bohemia, 
Austria, and other parts of the continent. In 1848 he 
took part in the revolutionary movements that swept over 
a large portion of Europe ; and, when those struggles had 
been subdued, and all efforts for the establishment of a 
(German republic had proved unsuccessful, Mr. Anneke, 
with hundreds of other liberal young men, left his native 
country, and came to the United States. He arrived in the 
city of New York in December, 1849. He taught school 



for nine months, in Pennsylvania, and then became a mem- 
ber of the editorial staff of the New York S/aa/s Z<itung^, 
He was next corresponding clerk in a large mercantile es- 
tablishment in New York, until 1855, when he assumed 
the editorial management of a German paper at Detroit, 
Michigan. The following year he accepted a position as 
clerk in the office of the Auditor-General, at Lansing; 
his services were so* acceptable in this capacity that, in 
1862, he was nominated by the Republican party for Aud- 
itor-General of the State. He was elected by a large 
majority, and acquitted himself so faithfully that he was 
re-elected in 1S64. After the expiration of his second 
term, he was admitted to the bar, and commenced the 
practice of law at Grand Rapids. During the summer 
of that year, he was appointed Receiver of Public Mon- 
eys in the Grand Traverse District ; this position he held 
until he removed to East Saginaw. He remained in 
East Saginaw until 1874, when he went to Bay City, and 
formed, with Mr. John II. Wilkins, a copartnership, 
under the name of Anneke & Wilkins. They carry on 
an extensive business, as a law, abstract, and real estate 
firm; and have two complete sets of abstract books for 
Bay County, compiled from the original records. The 
firm is well known throughout the State. During his 
residence in East Saginaw, he was a member of the 
Board of Education, and Chairman of the Committee on 
Schools. He was twice elected President of the Ger- 
mania Society, — a literary society at East Saginaw, in- 
corporated by the statutes of Michigaij. In 1876 he was 
nominated, by acclamation, to the State Legislature, 
from the First District of Bay County; it is gene-ally 
regretted that his business interests prevented him from 
accepting the nomination. As a business man and as a 
citizen, Mr. Anneke has a host of warm friends. Kind, 
obliging, courteous to strangers, his frankness and sterling 
integrity win all hearts. 
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K!^ VERY, HON. JOHN, of (;recnville, Michigan, 
^; was born in Watcrtown, New York, Februar)' 
^ W* 29, 1824. He is the eldest son of John and 
Susan (Mitchell) Avery. His father served in the War 
of 181 2. Mr. Avery attended the district schools in 
Chautauqua County, New York, and Clinton County, 
Michigan. He also studied during part of two years at 
the academy at (irass Lake, Michigan, which was con- 
ducted by Rev. Hiram Elmer, a Congregational minister. 
He attended or taught school in the winter, and worked 
on his father's farm in summer, until he reached the age 
of twenty-one. In 1847 ^c began the study of medicine 
with Dr. Whaley, of Grass Lake; and, in 1S48, went to 
Duplain, continuing his studies, for several months, with 
Dr. William B. Watson. He then went to Cleveland, 
Ohio, where he attended lecture** at the Medical College, 
graduating, in 1849, with the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine. Removing to Owosso, Michigan, Doctor Avery 
entered into parlnershij) with Dr. J. B. Barnes, a phy- 
sician there, and commenced the practice of his profes- 
sion. In the spring of 1S54, he remove 1 t«) Imiia. 
Michigan, where he practiced for two years with Dr. 1). 
W. Bliss. At 'the expiration of his eni^agrnicnt with 
Doctor Bliss, he removed to Otisco, Ionia County, and 
continued the practice of nit-dicine until 1.S62. He wa> 
then appointed Assistant Surj^ef)!! to the 2ibt Michigan 
Infantry; and, in the fullowmg year, was promoted to 
the rank of Surgeon. He remained in the army until 
the close of the war, and was ])resent at the battles of 
Perry ville. Stone River, Lookout Mountain, Chicka- 
mauga, and Bentonville; and was with General Sherman 
on his march to the sea. During the la-.t year of the 
war, he acted as brigade Surgeon; and, with his regi- 
ment, was mustered out of service, at Detroit, in June, 
1865. Returning to his home at Otisco, Doctor Avery 
resumed the duties of a practicing physician, and re- 
mained there two years. In January, 1867, he removed 
to (jreen ville, making that a permanent place of resi- 
dence. He continued to practice for eight years, during 
which time his services were not confined to the town in 
which he resides. His knowledge as a physician, and 
his skill as a surgeon, were so highly appreciated that 
he was called upon to practice in all that section of the 
State. In 1872 he erected a handsome brick store, rent- 
ing the building for a drug store; and, in 1875, having 
decided to retire from active practice, he purchased the 
stock and engaged in the drug business, in which he still 
continues, practicing occasionally. As a practitioner. 
Doctor Avery was eminently successful. While in 
Otisco, he was intimately identified with township 
and county interests. He was Supervisor of Otisco 
Township, and has been connected with the city gov- 
ernment of Greenville as an Alderman and member of 
the School Board. In 1868 he was elected to the State 
Legislature, as the Montcalm County Representative. 



During his term of service, he introduced and advocated 
the resoIuti(Mi admitting women to the State University. 
Doctor Avery is President of the Northern Medical 
Association. He has belonged to the Masonic Fraternity 
since 1853. He is a member of the Episcopal (.'hurch, 
and is senior warden of the church at Greenville. In 
May, 1852, he married Miss Jane H. Ewell, daughter of 
Samuel Kwell, of Romeo, Michigan. They have two 
sons and two daughters. The eldest son, Frank P. Avery, 
is in his fourth year as a cadet at West Point Military 
Academy. Doctor Avery, for many years, has had an ex- 
tensive surgical practice. His skill in this branch of his 
profession is of the highest order. He has twice suc- 
cessfully performed the difficult operation of 07.'iirwtiyfny ; 
and twice successfully ligated the common carotid artery, 
besirles performing many other extremely rare surgical 
operations. 




ARIK, WILLIAM, Merchant, of East Saginaw, 
,11 was born in Detroit. Michigan, February 16, 
^•■.^.■.■•«> 1S40. Ilismoilicr, i^lizabeth Barie, was a native 
of the Grand Duchy of Baden, and came, with her par- 
ents, to America at an early day. She died when her 
son William was but four years old. Her father, William 
Barie, was also a native of Baden, who came to America 
and settled in Detroit, in 1828; removed to East Sagi- 
naw, in 1850, and died in 1852. William Baric received 
his early education in select schools in Detroit and East 
Saginaw, and in a German school in Saginaw City. At 
the age of twelve years, he went to Erie, Pennsylvania, 
to live with an uncle who carried on the grocery busi- 
ness. He assisted in the store, and attended school for 
two years. He then entered, for two years, the store of 
another grocer living in the same place. He received 
eight dollars a month for four months, then twelve dol- 
lars, and, subsequently, sixteen dollars; the last was con- 
sidered a very good salary. In 1856 he returned to East 
Saginaw, and went into partnership with his brother-in- 
law, John H. Springer, investing eighty dollars as his 
share of the capital. At the end of an unsuccessful 
year, he bought out his partner, giving a chattel mort- 
gage. In one year he paid the mortgage, and cleared 
two hundred dollars in cash besides. In 1859 he entered 
into a partnership with Mr. A. Schupp, in the grocery 
business, with a cash capital ol two hundred and eighty- 
five dollars. After one year of very successful business, 
they enlarged their premises and took in a stock of dry 
goods. They carried on business for seven years, during 
which time they moved into a larger store, and increased 
their stock every year, until they had the leading house 
in the city. In 1865 they dissolved partnership by 
mutual consent, Mr. Barie taking the stock of dry goods, 
and continuing business at the old stand for about six 
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months. lie then moved into a much larger store, and 
has built up a very extensive business. Mr. Barie united 
with the Odd-Fellows, in 1865, and has passed all the 
degrees. He is a Protestant in his religious views, hut 
is not a member of any church. He has been a Rei>ub- 
lican since casting his first vote for Abraham Lincoln, 
but takes very little interest in politics. He married, 
December 11, i860. Miss Gabrilla Otto. ^ They have had 
eight children, six of whom are living. Mr. Barie*s 
success in business may be attributed to his energy, and 
determination to please even in the most trifling matters. 



UCKUS, HON. WILLIAM, CIreenviile, Michigan. 
iJs Real Estate and Lumber Dealer, was born in .St. 
^-^i.:^ Lawrence County, New York, September 14, 
1825. His parents were Lucius and Laura (Peck) 
Backus, both natives of Vermont. Their family con- 
sisted of six children, — three noijs and three daughters. 
Mr. William Backus, the fourth child and second son, 
when about eight years old, removed, with his parents, 
to the village of Stamford, Niagara County, Canada. 
After remaining there four years, they removed to the 
town of Wordsworth, Medina County, Ohio; and, in 
1838, to Oakland County, Michigan. The education of 
Mr. Backus, which he gained by working for his board, 
was confined to the advantages offered by the common 
schools. He lived on his father's farm, in OakKind 
County, until 1846, at which time he started South with 
strong abolition principles. He remained in Louisiana 
one year; and then returned home with very different 
views of the slavery question, having, by his own obser- 
vation, ascertained the true state of affairs. In 1848 he 
removed to the township of Montcalm, which was at- 
tached to Ionia County. There he engaged as clerk 
two years; was engaged in the lumber business two 
years; and, afterwards, in farming. In 1851 the town- 
ship of Montcalm was changed into an organized county, 
the county-seat being located at Greenville. In 1856 
Mr. Backus disposed of his farm for property in the 
village, and engaged in the butchering business for two 
years. During that time, he was Township Treasurer; 
afterwards, he engaged in speculating in real estate; and, 
in i860, he was elected Clerk of Montcalm County, in 
which position he served a term of two years. Since 
then, he has been engaged extensively in lumbering and 
in the real estate business. In 187 1 he was elected 
Supervisor of Greenville, and served six years. In the 
fall of 1874, he received the nomination, on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, for Representative from Montcalm County, 
to the State Legislature; and, although the county is 
strongly Republican, he was elected by a large majority. 
During his term of office as Representative, he intro- 



duced the bill to assess bank stock where the property 
is located, and was chiefly instrumental in its passage. 
In 1876 he was again nominated for the same position, 
but was defeated, although he ran ahead of his ticket. 
In his real estate transactions, he has been very succe^is- 
ful since 1862. In 1864 he bought sixty-three acres of 
land in Greenville, which he has since laid out in city 
lots. He has also a farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres, just outside the corporation; and owns other city 
property, and timber lands to a large extent. Since he 
became a voter, he has been a Democrat; and is closely 
identified with the interests of that party. He married, 
Sei)tember 28, 1851, in Greenville, Miss Julia M. Wins- 
low, of Oakland County, Michigan. Her parents were 
among the pioneer settlers of that place. Mr. and Mrs. 
Backus have one son, George E. Backus, who was edu- 
cated at the State University, in Ann Arbor, and is now 
a i)romising lawyer in Greenville. Mr. Backus is a 
pleasant, genial companion, and a careful bu.siness man. 
He is strictly temperate; and, in financial matters, his 
word is considered as good as his bond. He has seen 
the ups and downs in life; has experienced joys and 
sorrows ; and, whenever appealed to by a needy ])erson, 
is always willing to contribute kind words and material 
aid. He is a sincere friend of the poor man, having 
himself commenced life at the bottom round of the 
ladder of fortune. His sympathies are strong and ardent, 
and he is always found espousing the cause of the weaker 
party. He is not a professor of religion, but believes in 
fullilling the Golden Rule. He is very argumentative, 
and is thoroughly informed on the subject of religion. 
He is a bitter politician, but will not promote his prin- 
ciples by any but strictly honorable acts. 



^J^'kLKNAP, JAMES W^ILLIAM, of Greenville, 
l|i|j Michigan, was born in Massena, St. Lawrence 

V •v^'* County, New York, January 6, 1842. His par- 
ents were James A. and Mary (Butler) Belknap. When 
James W. Belknap was fourteen years of age, he re- 
moved with his parents to Michigan, and settled in 
Grand Rapids. He served a four years' apprentice- 
ship in the printing-office of the Grand Rapids Hetnld; 
worked at his trade and attended school, until he was 
twenty. After filling a subordinate position in the 
hidt'pcndi'fit office, at Greenville, for one year, he pur- 
chase<l the paper, and conducted it during four years 
with ability and financial .success. He then engaged in 
the grocery business for five years, — three years as part- 
ner of H. B. Fargo, during which time, they bought 
an interest in a sash, door, and blind factory. On the 
dissolution of partnership, Mr. Belknap sold out his 
interest in the store, and devoted himself to the factory. 
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Since that time, in partne^^hip with Mr. Oliver, he has 
carried on a factory in Greenville, and a saw-mill in 
Sidney, Montcalm County. Mr. I^clknap is an exten- 
sive owner of real estate in Greenville. During his 
association with Mr. Fargo, he built the 6rst brick block 
which was ever erected there. lie is a Republican, and 
takes an active part in politics. He has held various 
township and village offices; has been an Alderman, 
and is at present Mayor of the city of Greenville. He 
is Worshipful Master of the Masonic Fraternity, and a 
member of the order of Odd-Follows. lie has been for 
eight years Director of the public schools of Greenville. 
For eighteen years, he has been connected with the 
Methodist Epi^coj^al Church. August 15, 1S62, at the 
city of Grand Rapids, Michigan, he married Amanda 
E. Rice. They have had three children. Mr. I>clknap 
is a careful, conservative business man, adhering to the 
dictates of his conscience in all things. lie began his 
career as a poor man; but, by prudence and straight- 
forward honesty, has gained wealth and inlluence, and 
has secured the esteem of the conmiunity in which he 
lives. 



Ij/IRADLEY, HON. NATIIAX BALL, Lumber- 
'[If man, of Bay City, Michigan, was born in the 
^^5^ town of Lee, Berkshire Ctninty, Massachusetts, 
May 28, 1831. Like many other representative men of 
Michigan, he is descended from one of three brothers 
who emigrated from England at a very early day, and 
settled in Massachusetts. William liradley, the father 
of Nathan Bradley, was born in that State, and carrieil 
on the tanning business there up to the year 1835, when 
he removed with his family to the State of Ohio, and 
settled on what was called the We^^lern Reserve. Here 
Nathan attended the common schools, and worked on 
his father's farm, until he was sixteen. At this time, he 
learned the trade of a custom clothier; but, after three 
years of hard work, believing he could engage in some- 
thing that would prove more lucrative, he abandoned it. 
In the year 1849, he went to Wisconsin, and found em- 
ployment in a saw-mill in the pine regions, where he was 
engaged for one year. He returned to Ohio in 1850 ; 
and, in the following year, in connection with an older 
brother, built a mill, which they ran with satisfactory 
results, until 1852. Mr. Bradley then removed to Lex- 
ington, Michigan, believing that that State afforded 
better ad\antages for the manufacture of lumber. He 
was engaged at Lexington for three years, until he had 
cut the tract of pine land which he had purchased. In 
the year 1855, he removed to the Saginaw Valley, and 
settled at St. Charles, where he was engaged in manag- 
ing the affairs of Frost & Bradley, manufacturers of lum- 
ber. In 1858 he went to Bay City, purchased a mill. 



and was engaged in the manufacture of lumber until 
1864. In that year, he erected works, and commenced 
the manufacture of salt, which he has since carried on 
in connection with his lumber interests. Mr. Bradley 
has always taken a lively interest in all public enter- 
l)rises of his city. In the winter of 1864-5, he, in behalf 
of himself and others, made application for a charter to 
build a street railway. He was successful in obtaining 
the right, and fdled the positions of Secretary, Treas- 
urer, and Managing Director for several years. In 
the year 1S65, when the city received its charter, Mr. 
Bradley was elected the first Mayor. In the fall of 1866, 
he %\as elected to the State Senate, and served faithfully 
for one term. The interests of his district were so well 
served that he was ofl'ered a renomination ; but, on 
account of his increasing business, was compclletl to 
decline. In the fall of 1S72, he was elected to the 
Forty-third Con^re>s. He served on the Committee on 
Public Lands, and was eminently successful in obtaining 
appropriations for dredging the channel of the Saginaw 
River and harl)ors in his district, — two very important 
measures. He well de^ervcs the honor accorded him 
for the vigilance and labor he bestowed in getting these 
appropriations. He was elected to the Forty-fourth 
Congress, and served on the Committee on Claims. His 
Congressional reconl during both terms was one of 
honor. Mr. Bradley secured the friendship and kind 
regards of the members, and also the commendations 
of the public, for the distinguished ability with which he 
served his district, during the exciting contest at the last 
session of the Forty-fourth Congress, over the electoral 
count. Although taking no active part in the discus- 
sion upon the pending que^tiinis, he watched its progress 
with deep intere>t; and, when the Electoral Bill was re- 
porletl from the Joint Committee, was the first of the 
Michigan delegation to declare himself in favor of the 
measure. He adhered to this decision, and voted for its 
passage, believing it to be the only peaceful method for 
settling the important question. Many of his colleagues 
differed from him, and voted against the bill. During 
the existence of the Saginaw and Bay Salt Company, he 
was a member of the Executive Committee, a Direc- 
tor, and, for several years, Treasurer. He was a 
Director of the Michigan Salt Association. In January, 
1867, he associated himself in partnership with B. E. 
Warren in the banking business. When the First Na- 
tional Bank of Bay City was to be reorganized, he 
became one of the principal stockholders, and was ap- 
]>ointed its Vice-President, which position he held for a 
number of years. Mr. Bradley joined the Masons in 
1S53; he is a member of the Bay City Commandery of 
Knights Templar; and a charter member of Bay City 
Lodge and Blanchard Chapter; he is presiding officer 
of each. He attends the Presbyterian Church. While 
no politician, in the narrower sense, he takes ^n active 
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interest in public affairs, finding in the creed of the 
Republican party the expression of his views. Mr. 
Bradley possesses many of the true elements of success. 
With great force of character, business integrity, and 
benevolence, he has the esteem and confidence of the 
entire community; and has acquired an ample fortune. 
He is a man of dignified presence and courtly manners, 
and is well fitted to lead in the fine society in which he 
moves. 

"^(iJuRNHAM, VICTOR C, of Alpena, Michigan, 
h was born in the township of Plymouth, Wayne 

^T^^ "* County, Michigan, April 23, 1S51, and is a son 
of Rev. John II. Burnham, of Saginaw, Michigan, — 
formerly a clergyman of the Methodist I'lpiscopal 
Church, but, since 1S71, pastor of the Liberal ChriNtian 
Church of Saginaw. Mr. Burnham obtained his educa- 
tion in Michigan, at various public schools, in the 
towns in which his father resided. He also attended 
the high schools at Tecumseh and Saginaw. In iSCk) 
he entered the law dei)artmcnt of the University of 
Michigan, and graduated, with the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws, in 1S71, — the youngest member in a class of 
one hundred and seventeen. lie was admitted to the 
bar of the Supreme Court of Michigan, at Detroit, April 
5. 1871, bef«)re he was twenty; and was. at that time, 
probably, the youngest member of the bar in the 
United States. He entered the law office of Green & 
Scofield, at Bay City, where he had stutlietl before lie 
entered the univerhity; and, in 1872, removed to Alpena, 
his present residence. Then he was poor and entirely 
unknown, but he has gained already a very large and 
lucrative practice, and is respected wherever known. 
From January, 1873, t" 'S75, he held the office of 
Circuit Court Commissioner of Alpena. He has been 
City Attorney, and is now United States Circuit Court 
Commissioner, and Prosecuting Attorney for Alpena 
County. He is a Democrat, and has been elected to 
every office for which he has been a condidate. W'hen 
Mr. Burnham was first elected to the ofiice of Pros- 
ecuting Attorney, he was the only Democrat elected on 
the county ticket, and had a large pojnilar vote. He is 
not a strong partisan, and, although firm in his beliefs, 
will not let party claims interfere with right. 



to Jackson, Michigan; and, four years later, married 
Mary E. Freeman, daughter of a prominent farmer in 
that section. He then engaged in the lumber business 
in Greenville, Montcalm County. Mr. Case has servetl 
twelve years in the Board of Supervisors, and two years 
as County Clerk. In 1863 he went to Stanton, where 
his family ^vas the third to settle. He is now engaged 
in manufacturing lumber, and has made a specialty of 
cutting shingles. In 1S67 he was a delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention which met at Lansing to 
revise the State Constitution. For twenty-five years, 
Mr. Case has been an active worker in the temperance 
cause, and has made strenuous efforts to have temper- 
ance principles incorporated in the Republican party. 
He has held the oflices of Justice of the Peace and 
Road Commissioner. He is a Mason; has held all the 
subordinate offices in the Odd- Fellows' lodge, and is a 
Representative to the Grand Lodge of that order. He 
is a member of the Baptist Church. 



|;^ASE, GEORGE FREEMAN, of Stanton, Mich- 
■":\ igan, was born in Franklin County, near St. 
sr^/ Albans, Vermont. January 20, 1830. He is the 
son of Truman and Melinda (Freeman) Case. He re- 
ceived a common-school education in New York State, 
and grew to manhood with pure morals and industrious 
habits. In 1846 he removed, with his father's family, 
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; ..:HAPIN, CLARENCE WELLS, Banker and Cap- 
's ilalist, of Stanton, Montcalm County, Michigan, 
^rf.- was born in Livonia, Livingston County, New 
York, January 23, 1S42. His parents, Almon M. and 
Jane ( Pease ) Chapin, removed from New York to Mich- 
igan, when Clarence was two years old; and settled on 
a tract of wild timber-laud about twenty miles north of 
Jackson, in Ingham County. His father immediately 
began to clear the farm, and, for the first two years, de- 
rived his only income from the manufacture of potash 
from the burnt logs, and maple sugar from the sap. The 
earliest recollections of Mr. Chapin are of the hard work 
incident to pioneer farm life. The whole time in sum- 
mer was occu}>ied in work, and only in winter was he 
enabled to attend the district school. In this manner 
he passed the time until he was eighteen; when, by the 
joint exertions of his father and himself, a considerable 
ad«lition was made to the original farm, which was now 
cleared and under good cultivation. Since his eight- 
eenth year, Mr. Chapin has not devoted much attention 
to farming, although he still owns a farm of two hun- 
dred and forty-five acres in Ingham County, including the 
original homestead, where he spends part of his leisure 
time. At the age abs^ve mentioned, he decided to devote 
himself to mercantile life, and became a clerk in the gen- 
eral mercantile store of S. W. Webber, at Lyons, in which 
business he remained for seven years. At the end of thaf 
time, the business was changed to that of banking, and he 
still remained in Mr. Webber's employ for two years. His 
health, aflfected by too close application, then began to 
decline; and, in order to secure a return of vigor, he left 
Michigan for the milder climate of Oregon. Here he re- 
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mained for three years, obtaining employment as book- 
keeper. His health was now re-established; and, in 
1873, he returned to Michigan, and, with P. R. Howe, 
started a bank in Stanton ; six months later, Mr. Howe 
sold out his interest to Oscar Webber, and since then 
the bank has been carried on under the name of Webber 
& Chapin. Mr. Webber resides at Ionia, and Mr. Chapin 
has sole charge of the bank at Stanton, which is the only 
one in that town. Mr. Chapin, though comparatively a 
young man, enjoys an enviable rej)Utation as a clear- 
headed financier. He has been so skillful in his manage- 
ment that his bank has not met with a single severe 
loss since its organization. He has always sided with 
the Democratic party, but refrains from talking a very 
active part in politics. lie has no special inclination for 
a public life. Though entirely in synijnithy wiih all 
Christian societies, he professes no sectarian belief; but 
lends encouragement and support to all alike. His par- 
ents were members of the Universalist Church, and one 
of his sisters is a preacher of that denomination. Mr. 
Chapin married, August 31, 1874, Alice E. Bennett, 
daughter of Horace Bennett, of Greenville. Thcv have 
no children. 
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'T^HURCH, CHARLES JESSE, of Greenville, only 
l|j\ son of Charles A. and Mary E. Church, was 
7!r<^> born in Brockport, Monroe County, New York, 
March 12, 1833. Two years after, the family removed 
to Marshall, Calhoun County, Michigan. There the 
father, besides engaging in active business, ht-ld, for 
many years, town and county ofilces of trust and profit. 
He was a Democratof the Jackson school, but, owing to his 
popularity, was elected to oft'ice, irrespective of party tics. 
He early identified himself with the devel<)]>ment of the 
best interests of the new country; was widely known, 
and closely connected with its early history. He died in 
1S44. His estate being insolvent, his wife, at the age 
of twenty-seven years, found herself with two chil- 
dren, — Charles Jesse, aged eleven years, and J. Eliza- 
beth, aged nine years, — entirely destitute. She was, 
however, a woman of culture, and was equal to the 
emergency. With the characteristic energy since so 
strongly developed in her son, she obtained a situation 
as teacher in a ladies' seminary at Le Roy, New York, 
and was thus enabled to support and educate her chil- 
dren. When Charles J. Church was sixteen years old, 
he entered a dry-goods house for two years. While 
there, he passed through a course of commercial study 
with such credit, that the President, Mr. Gregory, gave 
him the usual diploma, and obtained for him an excel- 
lent situation with Ives & Co., bankers, of Detroit. 
He remained there ten years, and during that time, by 



strict economy, laid the foundation of his present ample 
fortune. In i860 he married Mary E. S. Ellsworth, 
daughter of the late Dr. William H. Ellsworth, of 
Greenville, Montcalm County, Michigan. The follow- 
ing year he made Greenville his home. At that time 
he founded the widely known banking house of Charles 
J. Church & Co. His strict integrity and able business 
management have commanded the confidence of the 
community; and his financial standing is a practical 
illustration of the success of conducting a business on 
the principle that reputation is better than riches. He 
has been instrumental in aiding the growth of his city, 
by making real estate additions, which he sold on such 
favorable terms as to induce poor families to secure 
comfortable homes. He gives liberally to all enter- 
prises tending to develop the commercial resources of 
Greenville. He is a member of the Masonic Fralernitv. 
In politics, he is a war Democrat. He is not an aspirant 
for office; and those public positions which he has filled, 
he has accepfefl at the solicitation of friends, who de- 
sired him to instill his financial correctness into the 
several departments. He took an active part in build- 
ing up the Protectant Episcopal Church, in Greenville; 
is warden and treasurer of St. Paul's Church, and an 
efficient worker in the Sabbath-school. To his liberality, 
as ]>rincipal donor, the society is indebted for its tasteful 
church edifice and comfortable parsonage. Having 
just entered upon middle life, he has, probably, many 
years in which to reap the reward of his labors. Sur- 
rounded by wealth and a happy family, commanding 
the confidence of the entire community, he is entitled 
to a place in the front rank of the self-made men of 
Michigan. 
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OMSTOCK, HON. ANDREW W., Lumber Man- 
Hl> ufacturer and Banker, of Alpena, was born Octo- 
^^y ber 5, 1839, at Port Huron, Michigan. He is the 
son of Alfred and Harriet J. Comstock, who were among 
the earliest residents of Port Huron, having settled there 
in 1835. He received his early education in the com- 
mon schools of Port Huron ; and, at the age of thirteen 
years, removed with his father to Burtchville. There 
he worked constantly in his father's saw-mill, and at 
lumbering and farming, for seven years. When twenty 
years old, he entered the State Normal School at Ypsi- 
lanti, where he spent one year. He afterwards taught 
school at Burtchville two winters; and also took a course 
in a commercial college at Detroit. In June, 1864, he 
went to Alpena, and took charge of the store of L. M. 
Mason & Co. After remaining with them nearly two 
years, he, with his brother, William B. Comstock, 
opened a store, and engaged in mercantile business. 
The brothers soon after engaged injhe lumber business, 
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getting out logs in winter. In 1S69 they formed a part- 
nership with Mr. Charles derrick, of Detroit; This firm 
erected a .shingle-mill, which they worked successfully 
for three years. At the end of that time, in the spring 
of 1872, it was burned in the great fire of Alpena. In 
the fall of the same year, the firm purchased the Lock- 
wood .saw-mill; and, in 1873, huilt another .«;hingle-mill. 
Their annual lumber product ij about nine million feet; 
while they cut into shingles about three million feet of 
logs. They have also been extensively engaged in build- 
ing vessels. In 1872 they built the steam-barge "Alpena," 
and procured three sailing vessels as her consorts, the 
carrying capacity of the four vessels being two million 
feet of lumber. The business of the firm is among the 
most extensive in Northern Michigan, and gives constant 
employment to about one hundred and fifty men. The 
management, at Alpena, has been in the hands of Mr. 
Comslock ; and to his energy, industry, and sagacity, 
its success, to a great extent, is due. Mr. Comstock 
and his brother have cleared one hundred and fifty acres 
of land near Alpena; and this land is already one of the 
best farms in the country. Mr. Comstock has been 
prominently ideniifitd with the educational interests of 
Alpena, having been School Inspector four years, and 
Treasurer of the School Board two yenrs. In the spring 
of 1S73, he was elected Mayor, on the Democratic ticket, 
and served one year, during whicli time a debt of eigh- 
teen thousand dollars was paid off. Tie has always been 
a Democrat. He married, July 14, 1S60, Miss Lillie 
J. Little, of Detroit. When Mr. Comstock first went 
to Alpena, he had but two dollars in his pocket. From 
boyhood, he had been accustomed to h.ird work ; and, 
with the first fruits of his earnings, established him- 
self in the business which has grown to such large pro- 
portions. He has thus become one of the prominent 
self-made men of Michigan. 



j'-i^OOKE, AARON J., Merchant, Bay City, Michi- 
[1]% gan, was born May il, 1834, at Fa^t Bloomfield, 
^f^^ Ontario County, New York, and is the son of 
George J. and Frances C. (Hills) Cooke. His father is 
of English descent, and a son of Colonel A. J. Cooke, 
who served in the War of 181 2. Mr. Cooke altende^l 
a district school until he was fifteen years of age, when 
he went to a select school at Penn Yan, New York, and 
remained one year; after this, he attended Genesee 
Wesleyan Seminary for three years. Immediately after 
leaving school, he obtained a position as clerk in a dry- 
goods store at Penn Yan, where he remained eleven 
-;c;irs, and then formed a partnership with a fellow- 
clerk, and bought out his employer. On the breaking 
out of the war, he resolved to enter the army; but was 



strongly oj)posed by his father, who wished him to 
remain in the store. He enlisted in the 33d New York 
Regiment, and afterwards in Berdan's Sharp-shooters, 
but was not sworn into the service on account of the 
opposition made by his father. C>n the 14th of Septem- 
ber, 1862, he enlisted in the i4Sth New York Regiment, 
and received the commission of .Second Lieutenant; 
January 8, 1863, he was promoted to the rank of First 
Lieutenant. From July until October, 1863, he was 
in charge of Norfolk city-prison; and, from October 
II, 1863, to January 26, 1864, was Acting Engineer 
Officer under General Wistar. He was engaged in the 
battles of Drury's Bluff, Cold Harbor, and Petersburg, 
in the last of which he was wounded in the shoulder. 
Mr. Cooke rejoined his regiment, in November, at Fort 
Burnham, Virginia, and was soon detailed Judge Advo- 
cate of a general court-martial at the head-quarters of 
General Terry. January 3, 1S65, he was detailed as 
Acting Commissary of Subsistence of the Second Brigade, 
Third Division, Twenty-fourth Army Corps, and an- 
nounced on the «.taff of Colonel J. H. Potter. January 
31, he was commissioned Captain of Company F, l4Sth 
New York Kcgimcnt, Volunteer Infantry. He was 
among the first to enter Richmond ujjon its evacuation 
by the Confederates in 1S65. Apiil 8, he was detailed 
Acting Commissary of Subsi>tence; and, on April 15th, was 
announced as po.si Commissary on the staff of Brigadier- 
General F. T. Dent, Mililarv Commander of Richmond. 
He was discharged, with his regiment, in July, 1865. 
Mr. Cooke received his first commission from Governor 
Morgan; his secontl, from Ciovernor Seymour; and his 
third, from Governor Fenton. After the close of the 
war, he was highly complimented by General Dent, who 
said that a commission would be secured him if he 
wished to remain in the army; but Mr. Cooke, think- 
ing that army life, in time of peace, might become 
monotonous, declined the honor. He soon afterwards 
removed to Auburn. New York, and engaged as sales- 
man in the dry-goods establi>hment of H. Brooks, 
where he remained one year. In the fall of 1S66, he 
removed to Bay C!ity, Michigan, and entered into part- 
nership with Mr. Langworthy, forming the firm of 
Cooke & Langworthy. In 1874 a new partner, Mr. 
Romer, was added to the firm, and the name change<l 
to Cooke & Co. Mr. Cooke is the buyer of the firm; 
and has, by his sound judgment and diligent applica- 
tion, done much to win the confidence of his fellow- 
citizens. He is the owner of a large and very valuable 
library, which he commenced collecting when a clerk 
on a very limited salarj', and increased as his means 
allowed. The city library, now one of the finest in the 
State, is in a very prosperous condition ; and, in a great 
measure, owes its establishment to Mr. Cooke, who kept 
the nece*!sity of such an institution prominently before 
the people. He is President of the Library .Association, 
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His political views accord with those of the Republican 
party. His paients arc members of tlie Congrc^jational 
Church, but he atlcmU the rre-^Uyterian. February 22, 
1871, he married Mi^s Julia Wright, a daughter of J. A. 
\Vright, D. D., of H.iy City, MiLhigan. Hy his pleasing 
manners and strict iute^jriiy of character Mr. Cooke 
has won the esteem of all who know him. 



i; RANE, WILLIAM METCALF, Green\ille, Mont- 
': V calm County, Michigan, wa-* born in Dulialo, 
Vr.v New York, September 7, 1820. 11 i» faihcr, .Xnioa 
Crane, was born in Halifax, Vermont, Stptenilicr 12, 
17.SS; and died at Greenville, in i^7.>, at the ad \. meed 
age of eighty-five. Hi.i mother, Maliala ((im^j'lt) C!rane, 
was a daughter ol Jacob Cooj-er, wh--, in e"ijcral hi^ 
i<lcntity, on his desertion from the Lngli>!i 10 the C.i.doiii.il 
anny, at the time of the Revuluti-uiarv W.ir, changed 
his ori^'inal name of Wat'^on to Coo [it, by which lii^- 
descendants have been known ever siiin-. Ani'»s (. r."\n«', 
the father of William Cr.me, had !iis naiin: ;.ddr"l 10 tlie 
pension roll for services in the War ol 1S12. tin* viar 
before his d».ath; but the llr^^t j-en^ji-n whi^h tlu: ve!ern:i 
drew was aUo hi:* la>t. The father 1)^111^,' a nirv. li.iiiie, 
dependent nj)(>n his tra<le fur supjii'it, tlu- fauiily weie 
in rather straitened cireum>«tances, >aii.-lird w iih llie 
ncces>aries, and enji^ying but few of the luxuiic-^, nf lile. 
When William Crane was yet quite ytniiit;. the family 
removed from liuffalo to Loekport, New Vurk, \\h<re 
he obtained the rudiments of an education in t|je cm- 
mon schouN. Flis fathi;r'.s iileas of an tdncati<in wi-ii- 
<if a very prai ileal nature, aM«l eoui<l readily le suuiuud 
up in the faniili:ir jilira>.e, •' Kea lin^, writing, ai;! arith- 
metic;" but he early evinced >uch an aj»titude for study, 
and learned ^o rea«lilv, that he wa-* allowetl to devote 
himself ijuite closely to liis >.uidies, and stion fuUv 
reached the stanilard required by hi.^ father. When he 
was twelve years ohl, the family remo\ed to a farm (jne 
and a half miks from Loekport, where he attended a 
counlrv ^ch^)ol for one or two teims, and, afterwards, a 
sidect MchonI, in the ^illage of I.oekport, under the 
tuition of Mr. Jamc-» Cha^e. Mr. Crane walkeil every 
dav the \\h'>lc di^lanee to and from bclnjol. iJuiiui: 
tliis time, he acquired a knowlclge of grammar, geo^. 
ra])hy, and history, in addition to his pre\iuu^ly oltt.iined 
information. These were stirring limes, in the vicinity 
of hi:» native jilace; and among his earlii^t leeollections 
are those of the '^eenes attending the iq>ening of tlie 
Erie Canal, with its double h>ek:> at Lockpuit, and the 
riots among the lii.-h laborers employcil on the work. 
He also di.-^tincllv recalls the la^l visit of General 
La Favcttc to this country, and the grand reception gi%en 
him by the citizens of Loekport; the visits of I.orcn/o 



Dow, the eccentric revivalist, and his powerful appeals 
to the crowds that gathered to hear him; and the 
great Masonic cxcilemcnl, induced by Morgan's mys- 
terious di>appeaiance. When he wa.s sixteen years 
old, his father removed with hi.'> familv to the then 
Territory of Miihigan, making the journey overland to 
Detroit, where they arrived in the fall of 1S56. In the 
following "jjiing, ihey removed ti) a new farm near the 
town iti Ko>e, Oakland County, being among the first 
while ^etller^ of ihat region. Here, on the farm, Mr. 
Crane eailv learned tho>e losons oi industrv and econ- 
omv which ha\e served him so well tluouiih life. His 
fai'ier\ h'\il'ih was poor; and, as the ()lde>t of a number 
oi children, the management of the I arm and support 
i.>f the faniily I'lepeniled, in a great measure, upon him. 
He .i>.ided 10 his income by teaching in the district 
-cliool in winter; and, in ihi-. caj>acity, was very success- 
lul, being always ci»n^idered the best scholar in the 
t"wn. lie wr.«, elected .^^eh-nd Inspector of the township 
at the age ol twenty, and held this position until his 
rvni.i\;ii fiuni ilie place. In the fall of 1S45, determined 
t I a. jKire a thorough business education, he went to 
A: hit Ml t'ilege. where he >pent six months of the closest 
au'i nu'-i unremiiiing apjilicition. After another years' 
w<iik on the t'aim. C')n-eiitU'. of his ability for belter 
thitig^, he decided to seek nii»rc lucrative cniploNmcnt; 
and obtained a ^ituali«»n a.i man-ot-all-work in a dry- 
goijd-. store, at Nile^, Michigan, rrum^tion and increase 
of Compensation rapidly fallowed, a>, from the outset, 
he determined to be so u>efiil lo hi«) cm])loyers that he 
w(nild beci.nne indi^jKii^able lo them. As a result, he 
never wa^ in want of Wi»rk. He recalls, witli the liveliest 
gialitiule. the liealnienl he received while in the em- 
ployment of H. W. Mather & t.."o. He was taken sick, 
and, heing unaldc to atten<l to his bu>ine.^;> from spring 
untd fall, hirt kind employer not only took him to his 
house a.:d lared for him until his recovery, but paid 
him hi> ' lary fin' the whole lime, positively refusing 
to wiihhi'Id any thing. While at Nilcs, all his earning* 
above necessary expenses were sent to his j)arents, 
until his maniage, in lN4y. In the spring of 1S51, with 
his wife and infant sitn, he removed lo Cireenville, 
Michigan, th<:n a mere hamlet of a do/en shanties, a 
few small buildings, iwc* saw -mills, a school-house, and 
a .".tore. He jiurclia^ed ati interest in the store and 
began bu^ine.vs for himself, the recv-immendalions of his 
former emplcxer standing him in lieu of m«)ney in mak- 
ing his purcha.^e of sti ck. Conmiencing almost entirely 
'ji\ credit, it reiiuiie«l the clo>e>l industry and strictest 
econtuny to sueceeil ; Imt his perseverance overcame all 
'liflicullies, and h<* continued successfully for six years, 
when he accepted a templing ofVer of a fai m in exchange 
fi-r hi.■^ sti'ck it[ goods. An imj)erfection in the title to 
the farm, and the faduie of the parly who deeded it to 
him, swe[>t all hi>. hard earnings away, and again he 
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had to commence the struggle of life. On March 22, 
1859, with a team and four passengers, he started for 
Pike's Peak, making the journey overland to St. Louis, 
thence by boat to Leavenworth, Kansas, from which 
they started on the i6th of April, across the plains by 
the Smoky Hill route. This journey was attended with 
all the excitement, adventures and hair-breadth escapes, 
incident to such an expedition; and, after many hard- 
ships, they reached Denver May 27, 1859. Mr. Crane 
at once selected a piece of land for farming, about one 
and a half miles from that place, in a bend of the Platte 
River. While at Denver he made the acquaintance of 
Horace Greeley, who was disal)led for some time with a 
broken leg, and enjoyed the advantage of many conver- 
sations on farming with the sage of Chappaqua. Mr. 
Crane turned the first furrow of land, and made the first 
butter in that section of the country, using a keg as a 
churn for that laudable purpose. The failure of rain, 
notwithstanding Mr. (jlreeley's predictions to the con- 
trary, decided Mr. Crane to leave his farm in charge of 
a man and go into the mountains to prospect for gold. 
He found, on Clear Creek, near the mouth of .Soda Creek, 
what he believed to be paying ground if properly worked ; 
formed a company, and began operations. At a miner's 
meeting, held July 6, 1859, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing boundary lines, etc., which about one hundred 
miners attended, Mr. Crane was chosen President, and 
was appointed chairman of a committee to draft by-laws 
and rules for the new company. He still has in his 
possession the manuscript of the first code of laws ever 
adopted in that region, in the formation of which he 
was mainly instrumental. At the ensuing election, he 
was made magistrate for the district. September 12, 
1S59, he started home for his family, arriving in Green- 
ville November i. The consideration of the hardships 
and inconveniences to which they would be exposed in 
that as yet uncivilized country, finally decided him to 
forego what he considered a sure fortune in tliat land 
of gold ; although he has never regretted his mountain 
trip, and considers himself well paid by his rich experi- 
ence, for the journey and sacrifices made. After his 
return he worked and improved his farm for two or 
three years; it is now included within the corporate 
limits of the city of Greenville. Since 1863 he has 
been engaged in the insurance business, which seems 
particularly adapted to his tastes, and he has now a well 
established and profitable general insurance and real 
estate business. Me has been identified with every public 
enterprise in Greenville to the extent of his means and 
ability, being es>pecially interested in planning and build- 
ing churches, school-houses, and railroads. He has 
been a member of the Masonic Fraternity for several 
years, although his domestic tastes have prevented him 
from devoting much of his time to its work. He is also 
a member of the Good Templars' Society, having held 



several offices in that body, including the presidency. 
He had a religious training from his early childhood, 
both his parents being old-fashioned Methodists, and his 
father's house the preacher's home. He and his wife 
have long been members of the Greenville Congrega- 
tional Church, which they joined soon after its organ- 
ization. His political principles we give in his own 
language: '*I early believed our Government was a 
government of the people, consequently, I am a Demo- 
crat from principle; and, as principles never change, 
being, like truth, immutable, I am still a Democrat.'* 
He married, at Niles, Michigan, September 18, 1849, 
Sarah E. Griffith, a native of Sussex County, Delaware. 
He says of her: "We have been married twenty-eight 
years; and all the time she has been the truest, best, 
and noblest of companions, and whatever success in life 
I have had, I owe very much to my dear wife." They 
have three children, — one son and two daughters. The 
son, Mortimer E. Crane, is married, and, with his uncle, 
Joseph Griffith, in the dry-goods bu.siness. The. elder 
daughter, Emma G., is the wife of Charles G. Godfroy, 
a rising lawyer of Grand Rapids ; the younger, Lillie F., 
is a young lady of twenty, residing with her parents at 
Greenville. Mr. Crane has ever been a temperance man, 
never during his life having drunk a glass of spirituous 
or intoxicating liquor. He has never used tobacco, and, 
in rej^ard to profanity, says: '•! have, on all occasions, 
been able to ex]»ress my contempt or indignation to the 
full satisfaction of all concerned, without using profane 
language. I never can use any appellation belonging 
to Deity, except with the utmost reverence and love to 
my Heavenly Father." 




ERBY, JOHN PERLEY, W^holesale Grocer, 
East Saginaw, Michigan, was born in Salem, 
'<;»^^^.:--''* Massachusetts, August 31, 1822. His parents, 
John and Rebecca (Punchard) Derby, were both na- 
tives of Salem, Massachusetts, where they resided for 
many years. His father went to East Saginaw, Michi- 
gan, where he died in 1874, at the age of seventy-nine 
years, having led an industrious and honorable life. 
Mr. Derby is the eldest of a family of ten children. 
He was educated at Andover, Massachusetts, and grad- 
uated from the Teachers' Seminary with a good knowl- 
edge of mathematics and English literature. One of 
his earliest characteristics was industry, to which he 
added zeal and energy in all that he undertook. When 
he was sixteen year-^ old, he entered the counting-room 
of his mother's only brother, IJenjamin K. Punchard, 
who was Treasurer and manager of the Marland Man- 
ufacturing Company, at Andover. He remained in this 
establishment for a number of years gaining a complete 
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knowledge of woolen manufacture. After leaving his 
uncle, he entered his father's store in Andovcr, and, 
when twenty-one, became his partner. After three 
years he removed to Dan vers, Massachusetts, and en- 
gaged in the manufacture of woolen goods. In 1849 he 
sold his interests, with the expectation of going to San 
Francisco ; but, .owing to the remonstrances of his 
mother, he abandoned the idea. He removed to Caven- 
dish, Vermont, and resumed manufacturing woolen goods, 
which he carried on for a number of years. He subse- 
quently became agent and manager of the Salisbury 
Woolen Mills, at Salisbury, Massachusetts, where he re- 
moved in the spring of 1852, and took the position 
which had been held b)i James Ilorton for twenty-two 
years. About a month afterwards, the directors made ; 
some changes in the gener;il managemeni of the business, 
which led to the adoption of new rules. Tlic 0])erativcs 
greatly opposed these, and were finally discharged. 
The struggle was one of the most bitter and strongly 
contested that had ever taken place in any manufactory 
in the country ; but, in a month, the dcj^irtments were 
filled, and the machinery in full operation. One year 
after Mr. Derby went to Salisbury, the company bouj^ht 
the interest of the Anicsbury Woolen Manufacturing 
Company, which was consolidated with their own ; mak- 
ing a total of six mills, tifty-two sets of machinery, and 
nine hundred operatives, under his inana;:;ement. After 
serving the company two years, Mr. Derby was attacked 
with a disease of the hip joint, which necessitated quiet ; 
and, by the advice of eminent physicians, he rested for 1 
six months; when, finding that he could not get around 
without the aid of crutches, he resigned his po^^ition, 
and returned to Cavendish. In the summer of 1S56, he 
settled in the town of South Reading, Massachusett'^, 
where his health gradually improve I. He remained 
here about one year; in the meantime, attending to some \ 
business in IJoston. In the fall of 1857, he was advised 
to go to Leavenworth, Kansas; and, while on his way 
there, he met a friend who induced him to visit East 
.Saginaw, Michigan. Being pleased with the place and 
its business prospects, he immediately removed there 
with his family, and opened negotiations with Hon. 
John F. Driggs, for the sale of his stock of merchandise. 
Subsequently, he engaged in business for himself, and, i 
for the past twenty years, has been very successful. Dur- 
ing this time, he was, for two years. Superintendent of 
the East Saginaw Salt Manufacturing Company. Mr. 
Derby is a Republican ; he has never accepted public 
offices. He was first married to Frances M. (jav, of 
Cavendish, Vermont. She died in the winter of 1859, 
leaving one child. He was again married, to Miss Jenny 
E. Williams, of Detroit, Michigan, in March, 1863. 
The Derby Block, which he built, is the finest in the 
city, consisting of five large stores; the first floors of 
which are required for his business. Mr. Derby leads 



the trade in his line; and his success may, in a great 
measure, be attributed to his adherence to cash princi- 
ples, and his personal supervision of his business. No 
man better deserves the respect accorded him by the 
public than Mr. Derby. 




flVINE, HON. WESTBROOK, of Eureka, Mont- 
S calm County, was born at Rochester, Monroe 
^ "^ County, New York, August 4, 1822. His father, 
Abraham A. Divine, was a carpenter and joiner in that 
State. His mother was of Hollandish descent, her 
maiden name having been Sarah Rosekrantz. His edu- 
cation was obtained in the common schools, and during 
two years' academic training at Kingston, New York, 
where his parents removed when he was seven years of 
age. When eleven years old, he lost an eye, by an acci- 
dent, while working in a cotton factory at Eddyville. 
From boyhoMl. his i!)clinalions led him to agricultural 
pursuit.-.; and, at the a;:;e of sixteen, he left home and 
hired out, at ten dollars a month, to a farmer in Wayne 
County, Western New York. He worked on farms, at 
different places, until he had attained his majority; 
when, in the fall of 1S43. he started for the West. He 
traveled bv canal to Buffalo; thence bv steamer to De- 
troit, where he bought an ox-team, and pushed his way 
through the wilderness. After a toilsome journey of ten 
days, he reached what is now the township of Eureka, 
Montcalm County, and settled on a plat of sixty acres 
of wild .State lands. Unlike many of the early pio- 
neers, Mr. Divine has remained where he originally set- 
tled. Ili> farm has received additions, until he now 
owns two hundred and seventv acres of the finest land 
in the county; and, instead of the uninhabited and 
trackless wilderness, thriving settlements and flourish- 
ing towns have sprung up around him. When Mr. 
Divine came into the county, he was the only white man 
there. About one year after his arrival, January 26, 
1845, he married Elizabeth Roosa, who is still living, 
with her husband, on the old homestead. They have 
had five children, four of whom are living. Mr. Divine 
has long been an active participant in every movement 
for the benefit of his county; and, almost without inter- 
mission, has represented it in some official capacity. In 
1846 the county was made a township, and he was ap- 
pointed one of the first Highway Commissioners. After 
serving in that position until 1850, he was elected first 
Township Clerk of Eureka, the county having been 
organized into separate townships. In the fall of the 
same year, he was elected Register of Dee<ls, and held 
that ofi?ce four years. In 1S56 he became Supervisor of 
his township, and, with the exception of a vacancy of 
two years, has held this office ever since, having been 
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re-elected nineteen times. In 1863 he was called upon 
to represent his district in the State Senate; and, after 
serving two years with distinction, was re-elected in 1865 
by a largely increased majority. In 1867 he was ap- 
pointed United Slates Assessor, under Johnson's admin- 
istration, and held the office five years, when it was 
abolished by act of Congress. In 1S75 ^*^ ^'^^ appointed, 
by Governor Bagley, one of the Building Commissioners 
of the State House of Correction, at Ionia; and, on 
its completion, two years later, Governor Croswcll ap- 
pointed him one of the Board of Managers of that insti- 
tution. This position he holds at the present time. 
For the past seven years, he has been President of the 
Excelsior Agricultural Society, of Ionia, Kent, and Mont- 
calm counties. Such a record speaks for itself. In all 
his official positions, the highest welfare of the people 
has been his study; and the esteem in which he is held 
bears ample testimony to the fidelity which has always 
characterized his performance of duty. His political 
faith has been pledged to the Republican party since 
1854, previous to which he had followed his father's foot- 
steps and voted with the Democrats. lie took an active 
and liberal interest in the construction of the Detroit, 
Lansing and Saginaw Railroad. Although not a profess- 
ing Christian, he contributes largely to the support of the 
churches in his vicinity, and to every other good cause 
that comes within the sphere of his influence. He is 
now President of the People's Fire Insurance Company, 
of Ionia and Montcalm. By persistent industry and 
untiring personal effort, he has reached, from an humble 
beginning, his present influential position. He is a man 
of fine physique, tall, and well-built, — being six feet 
high, and weighing two hundred and fifty pounds. He 
has scarcely reached the prime of his strength and 
manhood. 



JRIGGS, HON. JOHN F., Late of East Saginaw, 
Michigan, was born at Kinderhook, Columbia 
» .^ County, New York, March 8, 1814; his father 
having removed to that locality from Connecticut just 
previous to that time. The grandfathers of Mr. Driggs 
were both Revolutionary soldiers, and natives of Con- 
necticut, where his parents were born. When he was 
three years old, his father removed to the banks of the 
Susquehanna River, where he purchased a large tract of 
land near the great bend. Thence he removed to Fort 
Montgomery, in the highlands on the Hudson, where he 
resided until his son was twelve years old, when he re- 
moved to the village of Tarrytown. After residing there 
two years, he settled in the city of New York, where he 
and his wife both died. They left a large family of 
children, who inherited nothing except a moral and re- 



ligious training, and such education as the migratory 
life of the father, and the limited school facilities of 
that day afforded. At the age of sixteen, John F. Driggs 
was apprenticed to learn the trade of sa>h, door, and 
blind manufacturing. Having accomplished this, he 
followed it as a journeyman for two years. He then 
commenced business as a master mechanic, and continued 
it until 1S56, when he removed to East Saginaw, where 
he resided the remainder of his life. In 1838, he mar- 
ried a daughter of Rev. William C. Hawlcy, of New York 
City. He began business with only a few hundred dollars 
capital; but, by his energy, economy, and strict fidelity, 
it grew to be very extensive and successful. His father 
was a Jeffersonian Democrat; but, though strongly at- 
tached to his political principles, he was not, in the 
ordinary sense, a politician. While residing in the high- 
lands of New York, he had, for neighbors, many who 
had been soldiers during the Revolution ; and, to their 
stories of the war, Mr. Driggs was a frequent and 
delighted listener. He imbibed from them the pa- 
triotism of '76, and the love of constitutional liberty. 
To this cause, perhaps, in connection with the teach- 
ings of religious and patriotic parents, he was more 
indebted, tlian to any other, for that hatred of op- 
pression and slavery, which was a cardinal principle 
of action with him throughout his life. At the period 
of which we are speaking, when he was only about 
eight years of age, there were but few slaves in 
New York ; and when he first saw a colored man in the 
village of Peekskill, and was told by his father that he 
was a slave, the boy was so surprised and indignant 
that he besought his father to explain to him how any 
one could be a slave in this countrv after the Revolu- 
lion had been fought, and the contest decided in favor 
of freedom. This, Mr. Driggs says, his father failed to 
make clear. From that time, he was intensely anti- 
slavery in his views and actions, "opposing every form 
of tyranny over the bodies and minds of men." He was 
one of the original members of the old Liberty or Free- 
soil party, but never was a candidate for any office, 
except in 1844, when he took an active part in a local 
reform movement, by which James Harper was elected 
Mayor of New York. Mr. Driggs was appointed, by 
the Common Council, Superintendent of the Peniten- 
tiary and public institutions on BlackwelPs Island; and 
held the office two years, discharging the duties with 
fidelity and to the entire satisfaction of the people. 
Having removed to Michigan in 1856, Mr. Driggs found 
Saginaw and the county strongly Democratic; but he 
connected himself with the minority; and, from that 
time, was an unwavering, consistent, and earnest sup- 
porter of the Republican party and the Union. As an 
evidence of the appreciation in which he was held by 
the people, we may say that, only two years after his 
residence there, he was elected President of the village 
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by a large inajoiity over an old resident, who was a 
Democrat and popular lawyer; and, in 1859, he was nom- 
inated and elected a member of the Michigan Legisla- 
ture, receiving three hundred and fifty-seven majority 
out of five hundred votes cast in his village, and thirty- 
one majority in the district, which gave three hundred 
Democratic majority on the rest of the ticket. In 1S62 
he received the Republican nomination for Congress 
from the Sixth District, over James IJirney, son of James 
G. Birney, a prominent lawyer, who had formerly been 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Slate. This di'strict is com- 
posed of thirty counties, extending most of the way from 
the capital of the State to the mouth of the Montreal 
River, at the head of Lake Suj)erior, including the entire 
Lake Superior regions, and the vast copper, iron, salt and 
lumber interests. For Representative from this district, 
which was a new one and considered vcrv doul)tfuI, 
Mr. Driggs received eight hundred and fifty-seven ma- 
jority over John Moore. l)cnu»crat, a very [inpulnr and 
able lawver. Shortiv after the wnr conimonced, Mr. 
I^riggs aided his eldest son in rni^inj^ a conij-iany of 
sharp-shooters, which he commanded, and which ren- 
dered gallant service until the close of the war. In 
1864, while Mr. Driggs was at his ])ost in Washington, 1 
he received a unanimous rcnnniinalinn, and was elected 
by nineteen hundred majority. Wlien he returned from 
tlie long session of the Tliii ly-eighth C«)ngrcss, the Gov- 
ernor, who h.ad previously temlerod him the rdonelcy 
of the loth Regiment, requested him to raise one of 
the six regiments which wore allotted to his State under 
the last call for three hundred thousand men. Having 
been absent from his family for eight months, and every 
thing connected with the war ju.-t at that lime being 
gloomy and unpromising, Mr. Driggs hesitate«l; but, 
when the noble and patriotic lllair said, "If we lo.>e 
our country, we lose all," Mr. Driggs promptly re- 
sponded, "I will try." The Governor gave him the 
appointment of all the ofljccrs; and, by a judicious 
scleclion of the field officers from men in actual service, 
and an equally careful choice of the line ofticers, the 
regiment was filled, and marched to the field in sixty 
days. At iis departure, the officers, in appreciation of 
the energetic labors of their temporary commander, 
presented him with a magnificent gold watch and chain, 
suitably inscribed, costing four hundred dollars. This 
was the only regiment filled within the specified time; 
the others, being partially filled, were consolidated. Mr. 
Driggs' regiment reached Decatur, .\labama, just in lime 
to aid in the defeat of CJeneral Hood. In Congress, he 
was faithful, energetic, and unceasing in his efforts to 
promote the vast interests of his extended district; and 
perhaps it is not saying too much, to assert that he was 
as eminently successful as any member from his State 
had ever been. He secured, during the thirty-eighth 
session, seven hundred and fifty thousand acres of land 



for wagon roads, and two hundred thousand acres for 
the Portage Lake Ship Canal; hundreds of new post- 
offices, post-office appropriations, railroad land grant 
extensions, etc. During the Thirty-eighth Congress, he 
served on the Committee of Public Lands, and, at the 
commencement of the thirty-ninth, was appointed on the 
following committees : Public Lands, Mines and Mining, 
and Invalid Pensions; but, in consequence of an exten- 
sive correspondence, after serving for a limited period 
on all, he found his duties too great, and was compelled 
to withdraw from the last-named committee. He rarely 
was absent from the meetings of his committee, or lost 
his vote in Congress, which was always on the side of 
liberty. During the thirty-ninth session, he was mainly 
instrumental in securing an extension to the railroad 
grant in his district, — which was very satisfactory' to his 
constituents; an extension of two years to the grant of 
the Chicago and North-western Railroad; a further 
appropriation of two hundred thousand acres of land to 
the Portage 1 ake Ship (\anal; one hundred thous.md 
acres fur a similar j'urpovo at lac La Pelle, Lake 
Superior: sixty-seven thousand, five hundred dollars 
for the mouth of the Saginaw River; an approj^riation 
in aid of the Marquette and (^nt<magon Railroad; and 
also labored diligently and successfully in securing a 
proper tariff upon iron, copper, salt, and lumber, — the 
four great inlerer^ts of his district. In fact, so many 
were the a|">propriations of land secured by Mr. Driggs, 
for his district, that, during the second session of the 
Fortieth (.'ongress, he was a>ke(l by a member, whether 
there were any public lands left in Michigan. During 
the war, no one not familiar with the facts can 
otimate the amount of labor he bestowed upon the 
w«ninde«l soldiers in hospitals at Washington; answering 
their letters, writing to their friends, etc. While dis- 
charging those duties, he vij,ited Fortress Monroe, Rich- 
mond, Petersburg, Charlottesville, Virginia; Annapolis, 
Maryland; Vicksburg, Mississippi; the Rapidan, and 
other places at the front. In all these i)Ositions, Mr. 
Driggs was true, faithful, and obliging. As an instance 
of his kindness of heart, when two Indians in his son's 
company were wounded, and died in hosjntal at Wash- 
ington, Mr. Driggs had their bodies embalmed, and 
sent home to their friends at his own expense; not to 
gain aj)plause, but to show the Indians that he and the 
country appreciated the sacrifice they had made upon 
the altar of freed<im. During the Thirty-eighth Con- 
gress, Mr. Dri^;gs had the gratification of voting for the 
Emancipation Act, which struck the shackles, at once 
and forever, from the limbs of four million human 
beings, — a fitting culmination to his life-long efforts in 
behalf of the slave. In conformity with his ceaseless 
efforts to benefit his State, and more directly the Sagi- 
naw Valley, Mr. Driggs was a warm supporter of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad project. He early compre- 
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hended the benefits which would accrue to the mining 
and commercial interests of Lake Superior, and to the 
agricultural, lumber, and salt interests of the Lower 
Peninsula of Michigan, if the route could be secured 
southerly from Duluth, through the Upper Peninsula, 
and thence across the Straits of Mackinaw to the Sagi- 
naw Valley. In furtherance of this scheme, Mr. Driggs, 
in the fall of 1S69, wa.s appointed a delegate to the 
Oswego Convention, at Oswego, New York, which was 
called for the purpose of discussing the Northern Pacific 
Railroad project. Many eminent railroad men and engi- 
neers were present. Mr. Driggs, upon the nomination 
of the late Hon. Gerrit Smith, of New York, was 
elected President. Upon his return to East Saginaw, 
with characteristic energy, and aided by prominent 
citizens of all parties in the valley, he issued a call 
for a convention to be held in his city, to consider 
the question of the shortest and most feasible route, 
and the best means for promoting the construction of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad. The convention was 
largely attended, nearly two hundred delegates being 
present, and letters were received from many who were 
unable to go, expressing their sympathy with the ol>ject. 
The able paper read by Mr. Uriggs on this occasion, a 
work of great labor, contains a va^t amount of informa- 
tion respecting the history of the Lake Superior region, 
its mines and commerce, and of the Lower Peninsula 
through which the road was designeil to pass. A vote 
of thanks was tendered to him bv the convention for 
this paper. Had he remained in public life, it is very 
probable that Mr. IHiggs would have molded into prac- 
tical shape this great scheme of internal improvement to 
the Slate of Michigan. In 1870 Mr. Driggs again re- 
ceived the nomination to Congress from his district, 
but was defeated by misrepresentation and recreant 
party leaders. After the death of President Lincoln, 
Mr. Driggs was appointed one of the Congressional 
Committee to accompany the remains to Springfield, 
Illinois, for interment. lie assisted Senator Harlan, 
Clark Mills, and others, in organizing the Naticmal Lin- 
coln Monument Association, being elected Vice-President 
of the body. After his retirement from jK)litical life, he 
devoted himself to the management of his private busi- 
ness. In the winter of 1875-76, he received a severe 
shock from a fall on the ice; and, from that period 




LLSWORTH, CHARLES CLINTON, of Green- 
'cfp\. ville, Michigan, was born January 29, 1824, in 
<:.^^^' the village of West Berkshire, Franklin County, 
Vermont. His mother, Bathama Ellsworth, died when 
he was but two years old. His father, William C. Ells- 
worth, was a native of Connecticut, and removed to 
Vermont at an early day. He was a physician of con- 
siderable eminence, and was several times elected to the 
Legislature of Vermont. He lived to be eighty-nine 
years old, and practiced his profession until he was over 
eighty. At that age, he rode horseback with as much 
zest as at sixteen. C. C. Ellsworth attended the com- 
mon schools of Berkshire, and the academy at Bakers- 
field, Vermont; the latter institution exerted a wonderful 
influence upon the people of Franklin County. Here 
Mr. ICUsworth received instruction in the ordinary Eng- 
lish branches. He had many discouragements in early 
life, as he was without a mother, and his father was 
absorbed in his profe-^ion ; but, having a taste for study, 
he succeeded, by determined effort, in acquiring some 
knowlcilgc, and early roolved to become a lawyer. After 
leaving school, he taught one winter in Vermont, and 
then went to Howell, Livingston County, Michigan, for 
the purpose of reading law with his brother-in-law, 
Josiah Turner, who was then a- practicing attorney; he 
was afterwards County Judge and Judge of Probate, 
and. for the last twenty years, has been one of the Cir- 
cuit Judges of the State. Mr. Ellsworth remained at 
Howell, teaching school in winter and reading law, until 
he was admitted to practice in the courts of the State. 
In 1849 he was appointed, by John S. Barry, then Gov- 
ernor of ^fichigan, to the office of Prosecuting Attorney 
of Livingston County. At that time, he resided at 
Howell, but, soon after, removed to the new county of 
Montcalm. In the spring of 1851, he settled in Green- 
ville, then a small village of about two hundred inhab- 
itants, where he has since continued to reside. Here 
the sparsely settled country afforded but little occupa- 
tion for a lawyer, but Mr. ICllsworth determined to 
remain ; and, after several years, built up a moderately 
paying business. In the spring of 1S63, he was appointed, 
by President Lincoln, l^aymaster of Volunteers, and held 
the position until the clo>e of the war. He was not 
attached to any regiment, but was assigned to the Army 
of the Cumberland, and discharged his duties faithfully. 



to the time of his death, December 17, 1S77, he experi- During the first years of the war, his services were fully 



enced several strokes of paralysis, which finally termin- 
ated his life. As was truly said in an obituary notice, 
in one of the journals of his city: **In the death of 



given to the Government in raising men for the army. 
In the fall of 1S52, he was elected to the Lower House 
of the Michigan Legislature, and served as Represenla- 



Mr. Driggs, Saginaw Valley loses one of the ablot tive for the county of Montcalm for the two succeeding 



and most consistent of her public men, and one whose 
loss will be more deeply felt, as, from year to year. 



years. -He was twice elected Prosecuting Attorney of 
Montcalm County after 1S53; and, in the fall of 187(1, 



men come to acknowledge, without prejudice, his real he was elected to the Lower House of Congress. He 
strength and excellence, as a legislator, citizen, and has been connected with all enterprises of local im- 
friend.'* portance in Greenville and Montcalm County, and was 
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iuBuential in bringing through the town the Detroit, 
Lansing and Lake Michigan Railroad. lie joined the 
society of Oild-lVllows at Ilowdl, in 1S49, ^"^1 pa^^scd 
through the chairs. After removing to Grcen%ille, he 
became a member of the Masonic Fraternity, with which 
he is now in full fellowship. He has been a constant 
worker in the cause of temperance, and has belonged to 
the Rechabitcs, Sons of Temperance, and Good Templars. 
He was educated a Universalist, his father having been 
one in sentiment, though not a memhc-r of any religious 
body. During a revival in Greenville, Mr. I'lKwurth 
became interested in religion, and, soon after, j«iincd the 
Methodist Church, that being, at the lime, the only 
religiou> organization in the village. He h.i^ sjiue united 
with the Congregational Church, but has ni»t m.\torially 
changed his religious views. He was a Democrat until 
the Fremont campaign and Kansas troubles, when he 
became a Republican, an<l has since acted with that 
party. He married, in October, 1850, I']li/abelh Gay, 
daughter of Edward F. ami Clarissa Gay, of Howell, 
Michigan. Mr. Gay, allh(jugh living in a strongly Dem- 
ocratic State, was a firm Abolili<ini.>l during the early 
antislavcry agitation. He was al.^o a valiant champion 
of the temperance cause, anil kept a public temperance 
house. 



the Eureka Flouring-mill, which he sold soon afterwards. 
From 1867 until 1869 he was engaged in mercantile 
business; since then he has been dealing in real estate. 
He has built a large number o( stores and dwellings in 
Greenville; and, in 1S75, built the finest business block 
in the city. He has platted four pieces of land in the 
city ; and has, by his dealings in real estate, become a 
wealthy and influential man. During his twenty-three 
years of business life in Greenville, he has had but two 
lawsuits. He has been a member of the Masonic 
Fraternity, and of the Odd-Fellows' Lodge. Mr. Edwards 
has always been a Democrat. He has never a.«<pired to 
I)oliticaI office, but has several times been called upon to 
represent the people of his locality ; having been a Justice 
of the Peace, in New York, and an Alderman of Green- 
ville. He married, in Ionia, June 13, 1S68, Miss Sarah 
Roe, a former resident of lierrien County. 



^J^'dWARDS, EDWARD RRAC^E, Real Estate 
,.. Dealer, of Greenville, was born March S, 1S27, in 
'^ IJroome County, New York. His grandfather was 
Jonathan Edwards, a Scotchman, who leased the old 
Trinity Church property for ninety-nine years. His 
father, David Edwards, was born in Connecticut, and 
married Polly Howard, subsequently removing to Ilroome 
Cnunty, New York. Their family consisted of eleven 
children, — three sons and eight daughters. Mr. Ed- 
wards, the second son and seventh child, left home 
M'hen he was ten years old, and earned his living, at 
the same lime securing a common-school education. 
When twenty years of age, he entered the employment 
of Louman & Dougherty, on the York and Erie Rail- 
road, at Pondada, remaining with them eight years. In 
1852 he went to Ilornellsvillc, New York, and built the 
first three miles of the Attica and New York Railroad. 
In 1S53 he began work for Louman, Waters & Fitch, 
on the Niagara Road, just below the Suspension liridge, 
where he remained until his removal to Greenville, 
Michigan, February, 1S54. There he located twenty- 
two hundred acres of i)ine land, and afterwards bought 
the hotel known as Keith's Exchange. This he kept for 
nearly a year, and then bought a store, and engaged in 
the mercantile business until 1S61. The next two vcars 
he followed farming; and, in 1863, built, in Greenville, 



iK AK(;0, HIRAM P.. of Greenville, Michigan, 
^1 ■ was born June I, 1S33, at Busti, Chautauqua 
^^'i; County. New York. He is the youngest of the 
>.i\ son*, of Daniel Fargo, Jun., and Margaret 
(DevendsofT) l;nm>. In 1S38 his father removed to 
Tccumsch, Lenawee County, Michigan. In 1848 the 
family settled on a new farm in Montcalm County. 
Hiram 1». Far^o worked for a while in a saw-mill durinir 
the sun)mer m<.»nth>, and attended school in winter. His 
oilier brothers left home, but he remained with his 
parents until their death, and was engaged in farming 
from 1852 to 1865. At lirst, he sufl'ered all the hard- 
ships and trials incident to early settlers in Western 
Michigan, but gradually surrounded himself with com- 
forts anil luxuries. In 1865 he settled in Greenville, 
where he built a home, and engaged in mercantile 
business in the firm of Fargo, Schnott & Cole. Two 
years later, he became sole proprietor, and conducted 
the business alone three years. Afterwards, in the firm 
of Fargo & Belknap, he built the first brick business 
block in Greenville. This firm also bought a half inter- 
est in a sash, door, and blind factory. In 1873 ^^r. 
Belknap took entire charge of the lumber and manufac- 
turing property, and Mr. Fargo owned and controlled 
the mercantile interest. He is now engaged in the 
grocery business. Since 1867, he has been Postmaster 
of Greenville. He was President of Greenville two 
terms; and, on its incorporation into a city, served two 
terms as Alderman. In December, 1S60, he married 
Josephine 1*^. Peck, whose parents were early settlers in 
Montcalm County. Her father, Enos T. Peck, was the 
first Clerk of that county. Mr. and Mrs. Fargo are 
members of the Congregational Church. In 1847, when 
Mr. Fargo first settled in Montcalm County, there were 
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only .1 few shanties, one house, and a saw-mill in Green- 
ville. With two older brothers, he spent one winter in 
a shantv in the woods. 'Ihev fellc<l trees for their cattle 
to browse upon, as there was no fi^dder. Mr. Fargo 
experienced }iardships which now seem unendurable; 
but they developed in him a strength of character, a 
self-reliance and ability, which make him one of the 
representative men of his locality. He is an unassum- 
ing, honest, generous man. who exerts a strong influence 
for good in the community. 
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^; RASKR, JAMES, late of Bay City, a Pioneer 
J:;' of Michigan, and a prominent citizen through- 
f^'l": out the northern portion of the State, especially 
'"■ * in the Saginaw Valley, was born in Invenu's^^, 
Scotland, in 1S03. Of humble but respectable parent- 
age, he received an education rather supi;rinr to ihat 
which is usually accorded to boys in his station in life, 
and early actpiired tho^e habits of iiidu-itry and bu:»i- 
ncis qualification^ for whirh the Scotch are proverbial. 
When quite young, he enj^aijed in bu-ine^> for himself, 
and accumulated s(Mne two dr thn-e tlH*u«niid donar>. 
which he brought with him to America, in tiie year 
1829. Like many others fri»ni the old C'lunlry. who 
came here with mt>ney, he expeinhil it in learning the 
ways of the people, befoie adiiing tij the amount. Mr. 
Eraser's first enlerpri.sc was an allemjil, in company 
with two or three of his fellow-count lymen, to erect a 
saw-mill on Taint Creek, near KiH-lie-iter, in Oakland 
County. After ]>as>ing a jolly winter in their "bache- 
lor's hall,'' leaving extravagant prices for their supj)Ues, 
and for labor, in jneparin^ for the erection of the mill, 
they began to have some mi-givings as to the suffjciency 
of their finances to carry on the entcrpri.se. Mr. Eraser 
found his means reduced to less than one hundred (bd- 
lars in ready cash, and abandoned the mill, with all the 
prospects of future wealth from it, and went to Detroit. 
There he established a small grocery, near the old mar- 
ket, which then stootl at the junction of Jefferson and 
Woodward avenues. Mr. I'la^^er made money raiddly; 
and, in iS?2, married Miss Elizabeth iJasley, a young 
English lady, whci, with her parents, had emigrated 
from Londun the year pre\ious. After remaining ■ in 
})usine.ss at Detroit till the autumn of iSj^, Mr. Eraser 
determined to remove to Sa.L;inaw, and occuj^y a tra<'t 
of land, which he had previi»nsly jjurcha^ed, on the 
Tittibawassec River. At that time, there was no wagon 
roa<l between Elint anil Saginaw,-— the usual nii'de of 
travel between the two jminti being on hoisel-ack ; but 
Mrs. r'raser, having a young child, couhl not endure 
the fatigue of a hurseback-iide of forty niile-^; so 3J>me 
Other mcanb c^f conveyance had to be jnovided. Mr. 



Eraser's fertile genius always found a way to accomplish 
his purposes; and he had an ox-sled arranged with a 
comfortable seat, upon which Mrs. Eraser rode, while 
Mr. Era.ser and Mrs. Eraser's father and mother, who 
accomi»anied them to their new home, rode on horse- 
back. The time of performing the journey through the 
wilderness was prolonged beyond their expectations; 
and their supplies became so reduced as to oblige them 
to stop at the first white man's house to which they 
came, to procure bread necessary for the young mother. 
Mr. Eraser occupied his log house, like other pioneers 
of the country, for two or three years, directing the 
clearing and cultivation of his farm ; but finding a more 
proli table employment of his own time in exploring the 
wilderness and selecting choice locations and tracts of 
land. These he purchased from the Government, and 
gathered a golden harvest from the immigrants and 
speculators of 1S36. During the early part of that year, 
he removed his family to Saginaw City, and never re- 
turned to hi^ farm. During the years of 1836 and 1837, 
w hii:h ruined the ]»rospects of many an enterprising 
Michigan man, ,\lr. Eraser's course was such that he 
saved money at a time that enabled him to take advan- 
t."r;e of the depression that followed. lie wa> ever rea«ly 
to sell iirujteriy when he could get a large j^roftt; and 
effected many g<iod bargains by making sure of a sale 
befure the jmi chase was made. Erevicnis to 1836, very 
little attention was given to the lower portion of Sagi- 
naw kiver; but, during that year. Judge Miller pur- 
chased a tract tif lan<l, and laid out the town of Ports- 
Mioulh, while that porliiiU of territory that is now Bay 
» ity pi«>per, was an Indian reservation. Soon after this, 
Mr. Tracer secured the orgajii/.ation of a stock company, 
in which he was a large share-lndder; tlicy purchased 
the reservatinn, and laid out the town of Lower Sagi- 
naw, the name of which w as afterwards changed to iJav 
City. The comjjany made some improvement.-^; but the 
great crash of 1837 cau>ed a siispetisinn of operations, 
many of the share-htdders goiiij^ into bankrui)tcy. The 
st'xk was then jnniha<»cd. j<tintly, by James Eraser, 
Daniel II. Eit/hugh, and James Ci. Hiriiey, who made 
a divisiDii of the property. — each jjoriion being so man- 
aged that iJay t ity, now a pro.-j)erous town of nearly 
twenty thousand inhabitants, has been built upon the 
tract. Mr. Eiascr's wife, of whom mention has been 
made, died at Saginaw, in 1S48, leaving a family of 
three sons and three daughters. The sons !iave since 
all died ; the thiee dau^^hter.s are living, married to men 
who hold i^iominent pi>sitii»ns in the bu'iine.-s circles of 
the valley : the youngest daughter occupi*^-, for a sum- 
mer residence, the farm upon which hci father settled 
in an early day, which has become one ol the linest in 
Michigan. In 1850 Mr. Eraser marrieil .Miss Susan 
Mnuliun ; the fruit of the seecml man iage was one 
daughter; she resides with her mother, wlio is now the 
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wife of lion. William McMaster, of the province of 
Ontario. Aside from managing his heavy real estate 
interests, Mr. Eraser has been extensively engaged in 
other business operations. lie early entered upon the 
manufacture of lumber, having built an exten>ive water- 
mill, in 1S44, which he operated, on the Kawkawlin 
River. He was soon after inierested in two steam-mills 
on the Saginaw River; he had an extensive lumber-yard 
in Chicago; manufactured salt, and was a pioneer in all 
the projects which have served to develop the resources 
of the Saginaw Valley. While the want of roads pre- 
vented others from going fref[uenlly from one portion 
of the valley to the other, Mr. Eraser, on horMel)ack, ' 
seemed almost ubiquitous, so rapidly would he ride over ' 
the country attending to his varied interests. He was 
kind, genial and companionable, hospitable in the ex- 
treme, and had a prominence in the Saginaw Willey such 
as no other has attained. When he passcil away, he 
left an estate valued at one million dollars. In 1836 he 
removed to Bay City, living there until 1S64, when he 

t 

went to Brooklyn for a winter, and then to Westport. I 
Connecticut, where he was living at the lime of his | 
death, in January, 1866. 



manufacture of .shingles, which he carried on until 
1S76. At one time, he became very seriously affected 
by the dishonesty of a contractor to whom he had 
made advances; but, while oblged to lose considerably 
himself, he so manngcd his business that he was the 
only sufferer. Having been l)eputy Register for four 
years, in 1S76 he was elected Register of Montcalm 
County. While in the to\\n^hip of Day, he held the 
position of Supervisor for two terms. Mr. Einch has 
bt-en a member of the Methodist Church for twenty- 
four years, and is a member of the Board of Trustees, 
and a steward in that l>ody. He has always devoted 
him-elf in politics to the interests of the Republican 
party. He married, in June, i860, at Lebanon, Ohio, 
Maitha H. Corwin. This union has been blessed with 
five children. It may be mentioned, as worthy of note, 
that, while Mr. Finch is one of a Aimily of six, — five 
of whom are married and heads of families, — not a 
death has occurred in their family circle in thirty-six 
vears. 
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^rlNCH, EDWIN D., of Stanton, Michigan, pres- ! 
|v ent Register of Montcalm County, was born in 
f\'|| Ulster County, New York, March 14, 183S, but 
'''"'"* * removed with his parents, while still an infant, 
to Trumbull County, Ohio. His father, Solomon F. 
Finch, was a native of Delaware C'ounty, New W-rk, and 
had been a lumberman in his early days; but, after 
coming West, engaged in farming occupaiiun>. Hi> 
mother, Elizabeth (Brown) Finch, wa> al.-so a native of 
New York, having been born in Sullivan County. Both 
his parents arc still living, in Portage County, Ohio. 
Edwin 1). Finch is essentially a self-educated man; he 
attended school, and alternated study with farm work, 
until the age of seventeen, when he had made suflieient 
j>rogress in his studies to secure a [dace as teacher. 
For seven years, the routine of his life embraced leach- 
ing, study, and farming, until, at the age of twenty- 
four, he turned his attention to telegraphing, obtaining 
his first position at Burlington, Iowa. This business he 
pursued, — being promoted iucccbsively to jjo^itions at 
Mitchell, Indianapolis, Peru, an<i Kokomo, Indiana, — 
until 1S66. He then resigned his j^osition at Kokomo, 
where he had charge of the telegra])h, railroad, and 
express office on the Indianapolis, Peru and Chicago 
Railroad, to enter into the lumber business at Stanton, 
in which place he had bought some wooded land, in 
addition to some land which he had taken up from the 
Covernment in 1S60. He engaged princii;ally in the | 



•ARNSWORTH, ARPHAX, M. D., East Sagi- 
i : naw, Michigan, is the son of Asa and Abit;ail 
S^^'jS (Brown) Farnsworlh, and was born in Lewis, 
'*^-> * Essex County, New York, on the 25th of Jan- 
uary, 1829. His father, who was a farmer, settled ia 
this county in iSio. During the War of 1812, he 
served in Captain Levi lirown's company of militia, — 
taking part in the battle of Plattsburg, and was highly 
conuneniled for his cui.dncss and bravery on that occa- 
sion. He wa>. for many years, a deacon in the Baptist 
Church, the (liilies of which ])Osition he f;iilhfully dis- 
charj;ed until the time of his death. He was most highly 
esteemed as a citizen and Christian gentleman, com- 
manding, to an unusual degree, the respect and con- 
fidence of a community for over half a century. His 
family consisted of six sons and three daughters. In 
1S61, during the late Mar, one son lost his life in the 
army. Doctor Farnsworlh attemled the district schools,* 
and also a select school, in Lewis; after which he 
taught during the winter, and assisted in the work on 
his father's farm in the summer months. After attend- 
ing the St. Lawrence Academy, at Potsilam, New York, 
for one year, he went to McGrawsville, where he entered 
the Manual Labor School, founded by Cerrit Smith. 
Here he passed three years of faithful, laborious study, 
in preparation for future usefulness. In 1856 he began 
the study of medicine, with Doctor Brown, of Hosmer, 
New York; and, in 1857, attended the medical college 
at Cleveland, Ohio, whence he graduated, with honors, 
in 1S59. He immediately sought the enterprising city 
of East Saginaw, Michigan, where he located, and at 
once entered upon the practice of his profession. 
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Doctor Farnsworth first introduced homeopathy into 
this section of country; and, although the new system 
was not cordially received at first, his skillful treatment 
of diseases soon won the confidence of the people, and 
an extensive practice. He held the positions of City 
Physician and United States Pension Surgeon, for a 
term of years. He is considered a worthy member of 
the Masonic Fraternity. He was reared in the faith 
of the Baptist Church, and was a member of that de- 
nomination ; but, during the three years spent in college, 
his views underwent a change. He is now a believer 
in the harmonial philosophy, and the eternal unfolding 
and progression of the soul. His political ideas are in ac- 
cordance with those of the Republican party. In 1858, on 
the 20th of October, he was married to Miss Hattie L. 
Niles, of Amber, New York. Doctor Farnsworth has 
gained the esteem and confidence of the people, as 
being a man of honor and a skillful physician. Happy 
in his domestic relations, and in the enjoyment of a 
competency, he is still engaged in the practice of his 
profession. 




'ULLER, HENRY MERRILL, a prominent 
citizen of Greenville, Michigan, son of Judge 
Lucius and Candicc (Newell) Fuller, was born 
at Orwell Hill, Pennsylvania, November 7, 1825. 
His father's family consisted of sixteen children, eight 
of whom survive. The eldest son, Edwin, was a jour- 
nalist of some distinction. The second son, Allan, was a 
prominent member of the New York bar, Judge of 
Boone County, Illinois; and, during the war, was Adju- 
tant-General of Illinois. James Ensign, the third son, 
was for some years a prominent teacher. He was an 
officer in the army during the Mexican War, and died at 
Vera Cruz. Henry Fuller early exhibited an inclina- 
tion for business, and, at the age of fifteen, resolved to 
free himself from the restraints of school, and face the 
world for himself. He started out with a capital of 
only one dollar and fifty cents ; but he was endowed with 
indomitable perseverance and untiring energy, which 
crowned his earliest efforts with success. He first ob- 
tained employment as a vender of stencil plates; but his 
ambition soon led him to engage in the business on 
his own account, which he did with remarkable suc- 
cess. He manufactured the plates, employing agents to 
sell them, and soon had a business extending over the 
Canadas and many of the States. He next entered his 
brother's printing-office, and served an apprenticeship 
of four years. During this time, he married. Miss Sarah 
Nicholson, of Warsaw, New York. In 1846 he was 
employed on the Chicago daily y<?///7itf/, ^vhich position 
he left to assume charge of the Joliet (Illinois) Democrat, 
Later, he purchased the Lockport (Illinois) Telegraphy 



which, under his management, soon took high rank 
among the journals of that day. In 1850, becoming in- 
fected with the popular "gold fever," he disposed of 
his property, fitted out an expedition, and ytarted over- 
land for California, arriving at Hangtown, now Placer- 
ville, in August of that year. He first engaged in buy- 
ing and selling horses, which competition soon compelled 
him to abandon. He invested money in several mining 
speculations, which proved disastrous. He then organ- 
ized a company and built a quartz mill, which also 
proved a losing enterprise. Depleted in purse, but not 
disheartened, he took up a large ranch at Rose Valley, 
near the Yuba River, and planted it with potatoes. He 
had an immense yield, which he sold at the enormous 
price of six dollars per bushel. While engaged in po- 
tato rai>iiig, he obtained a charter from the State Leg- 
islature, and built a toll-road from Eureka to Grass Valley, 
which also was a pecuniary success. From the proceeds 
of the last two ventures, he restored his fallen fortunes. 
In 1854 he left his ranch, and ajain entered upon the 
newspaper business, purcha'>ing an interest in the Ne- 
vada Q\\.y Journal. This enterprise he successfully car- 
ried on until 1856, when a fire destroyed nearly the 
whole business portion of the city, including i\it Jottrnal 
office. He then returned E.ist, arriving in 1857 at 
Greenville, then a little hamlet in the pine woods of 
Northern Michigan. Here were magnificent forests of 
pine yet untouched; and the inhabitanXs of the embryo 
city of Greenville were totally unconscious of the vast 
wealth within their grasp. Few were engaged in lum- 
bering, the only outlet being by means of rafts floated 
down Flat River. Mr. Fuller saw the grand possibili- 
ties for the future of the lumber business here, and, im- 
mediately purchasing a mill and a large tract of pine, 
commenced the manufacture of lumber. When the 
civil war broke out, he was among the first to enter the 
service of his country. He enlisted as a private in the 
First United States Lancers, but was soon promoted to 
the rank of Quartermaster. The regiment was never 
mustered in, as the Government decided not to employ 
that brarch of the service. Mr. Fuller was very popular 
with his brother oflicers, and men; and, upon retiring 
from the regiment, was presented with an elegant gold 
watch and chain, as a token of their regard and esteem. 
He at once obtained a commission as Captain, rai>ed a 
company, and went again into the service. He was 
taken prisoner at Harper's Ferry; after being exchanged, 
he found himself ruined in health, and compelled to 
resign. He returned to Greenville, and re-entered the 
lumber business, in which he has since been extensively 
engaged. He has also been occupied in other enter- 
prises, all of which have been successful. He is Presi- 
dent and principal owner of the stock of the Greenville 
Gas-light Company, which, under his management, has 
taken place among the permanent institutions of the 
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city. He is an extensive landed proprietor, owning 
considerable real estate in (Jreenville, and large tracts 
of valuable lands in the lumber regions. He has always 
taken a deep interest in the welfare of the city, and has 
contributed largely to every enterprise of public inter- 
est. The vigor and energy with which he pushes to a 
successful completiiin every project, either public or pri- 
vate, which he undertakes, have given him a prominent 
position among the business men of the community. 
He has never sought political preferment, although he has 
served a term as Alderman of Greenville. Mr. Fuller 
is a Mason of high rank, having taken thirty-two de- 
grees, there being but one higher in the order. In 1871 
he married his second wife. Miss Cynthia A. Stratford, 
daughter of Dr. II. K. Stratford, of Chicngo. He has 
had a family of eight children, only two of whom are 
now living. The family are all members of the rroloht- 
ant Ej)iscopal Church. Mr. Fuller i-. a j^lcasant com- 
panion, an earnest and devoted friend ; and. in all the 
relations of life, is highly estccmc<l for his integrity aiul 
unwavering adherence to the cau>e and principles which 
he believes to be right. 




i""EXN, OSCAR, Lumber Merchant, of Stanton, 
J]/ Michigan, was born at Medina. Medina County, 
^V/.|:; Ohio, June 25, 1836. His parents, Daniel D. 
' ' ^ and Adaline (Gardner) Fenn, were originally 
from New York Slate, and settled in Ohio at an early 
dav. His father was a farmer in moderate circum- 
stances. Oscar Fenn, by diligent application during 
the meager time ofl'ered for mental cultivation, acquired 
a good common-school education, attending school in 
winter, and working on the farm during the remainder 
of the year. At the age of eighteen he commenced 
teaching, and pursued that vocation successfully. His 
lime and attention were mainly directed to agricultural 
jnir.^uits until he arrived at the age of thirty years. In 
1S66 he removed from Ohio to Stanton, Michigan, where 
he engaged in the dry-goods and grocery trade, and was 
employed a-^ a clerk in the store of I). M. (Gardner for 
the term of six months, after which he entered into part- 
nership with his employer, and continued in trade until 
the vear 1S72. He then sold his interest in the mercan- 
tile bu.-.\ess, and formed a co]iartnership with F. I), 
Finch in the real estate business, l)uying and selling 
land and village property quite extensively. His busi- 
ness talent and integrity won for him the respect and 
confidence of all who knew him, and recommended him 
as a person worthy of jjublic favor. In the fall of 1S72, 
he was elected Register of Deeds, and re-elected in 1874, 
holding the ofl'ice two terms, — four years, — and dis- 
charging its duties with ability and to the entire satis- 



faction of both his constituents and political opponents. 
He combined with the duties of his oftice, real estate 
transactions and the manufacture of shingles, in both of 
which he was eminently successful. In 1S75 he aban- 
doned the real estate business, and j)urchased a first-class 
mill; and continued the manufacture of shingles, in 
which he is now engaged, manufacturing and marketing 
from ten to twelve millions annuallv. He is an active 
member of the Republican party, and, as chairman of 
its organization in his county, conducted the campaign 
of 1876 in a very effective manner, nearly doubling the 
majorities of 1874., He has held many minor positions 
of public trust; has been Township Treasurer three 
years. President of the village, member of village Board, 
one of the School Roard for seven vears, and is an active 
friend of educational interests. He is a prominent mem- 
ber of the Congregational Church, and one of the Hoard 
of Trustees. Mr. Fenn is a thorouL,'h temperance man, 
and is in full sympathy with evrry kind of mental, moral, 
and political reform. He marrietl, on the 13th day of 
March, 1861, Mis-, Salina F. \Vil>on; who died March 
10, 1 872, leaving iwo chiKlren — girls — still living. He 
was agai;i married, November 6, 1873, ^^ Miss Kate C. 
Wallace, daughter of A. C. Wallace, of Birmingham, 
Michigan. They ha\e one son, three years old. Mr. 
Fenn was among the early pioneers of Stanton ; he has 
had large and extensive dealings, with the laboring 
classes especially, and no one is more generally and 
universally res|>cctcd. Active in business, and prompt 
in the just settlement of all demands against him, either 
for services rendered or for purposes of charity, it can 
be truly said that he has many friends and no enemies. 




>EY, CONRAD, Foreign Exchange Broker and 
Insurance Agent, of East Saginaw, Michigan, 
(^7'J'.i was born June 17, 183 1, in the vilLige of Allen- 
'^■"^ * dorf, Germany. His father, Peter Fey, was a 
native of Allendorf, and was, for a number of years, its 
Mayor. His mother, Magdalina Fey, was born in Nei- 
der Klein, Germany. He attended the common schools 
I of his native place, and was very fond of study, e>pe- 
' eially in the department of natural history. Prompted 
by the desire to become a good and useful man, when a 
mere boy, he gave all his leisure time to reading. His 
mother died when he was but two years of age; and his 
father, eleven years after. Left an orphan without 
means, he apprenticed himself to a tailor, and remained 
about two years; after which, in company with an 
older broth(!r, he sailed for America, and arrived in 
New York the dr\j' he was fifteen years old. He imme- 
diately went to Detroit, Michigan, where he worked at 
his trade for five years. He then learned the art of cut- 
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ting, at which he was engaged for two years. In 1853 
he removed to Rochester, Oakland County, Michigan, 
and opened a clothing store. He carried on a success- 
ful business for ten years ; when, on account of failing 
health, he was obliged to seek less confining employ- 
ment. In 1862 he removed to East Saginaw, and engaged 
as clerk in a wholesale grocery establishment. lie sub- 
sequently opened a retail grocery, in which, together 
with buying and selling land, he was engaged until 187 1. 
Since that time, he has been employed in foreign ex- 
change and passage, insurance and notary business, 
buying and selling lands, and loaning money on real 
estate. In 1872 he was elected to the Legislature, and 
served one term. lie al^o served in a special session in 
1874. He became a member of the Board of Water 
Commissioners in 1870, and retained the ofl'ice six years. 
He was President of the Workmen's Mutual Benefit 
Association, of Michigan, for some time; and, for four 
years, of the Working-men's Mutual Benefit Association 
of East Saginaw. He was President and Vice-President 
of the Board of Underwriters, of East Saginaw, for two 
years. In 1864 he became a member of the society of 
Free Masons. He was brought up in the Roman Cath- 
olic faith ; but, when he was sixteen years old, on ac- 
count of a disturbance in the church at Delroit, he left 
it and joined the Congregational denomination, of which 
he has since been a steadfast member. He was a War 
Democrat until 1865, when he united with the Repub- 
lican party. He married, April 16, 1S55, Miss Theresa 
Hochen, a native of Germany. They have three 
children. 
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'ILBERT, GIf^ES, Lumber Merchant, of Stanton, 
Montcalm County, Michigan, adds another to the 
^5di*^ large number of those whom Michigan now 
reckons among her sons, but whose early days were 
spent in New York State. His native place was Pike, 
Wyoming County, New York, where he was born Sep- 
tember 7, 1840; being the youngest of the eight children 
of Hiram and Maria (jilbert. His mother's maiden name 
was Weller. His father was a poor but industrious 
farmer, who afforded his cliildren the best education that 
his circumstances permitted, which, in those days, was 
rather meager. Giles, being the youngest boy, fared a 
little better, on that account, than his brothers ; in ad- 
dition to a common-school education, he received the 
benefit of an academic training at the Genesee Confer- 
ence Seminary. After leaving school, he continued his 
labors on the farm until 1861, when the country was 
called to arms ; and he responded by enlisting in the 
17th New York Infantry. He passed through all the 
battles of the Potomac campaign, except Antietam; was 
wounded, and taken prisoner, at tne second battle of 



Bull Run, but was soon after exchanged. In a short 
time after the battle of Chancellorsville, in which he 
participated, he received his discharge, his term of scrv- 
j ice having expired, and returned to his work on the 
farm, until the spring of 1S65, when he determined to 
take Horace Greeley's advice, and go West. He decided 
to locate in Michigan, and settled in Stanton, where he 
invested his savings in the general mercantile trade, in 
partnership with E. K. W'ood. This business soon em- 
braced extensive lumbering, in connection with merchan- 
dise; and continued for nearly ten years, increasing 
steadily until 1874. ^^r. Gilbert then gave up mercan- 
tile pursuits, and invested in pine lands, building a mill 
at Derby Lake, Sidney Township. This mill is consid- 
ered the best in that section of the country, and manu- 
factures, on an average, from three to four million feet 
a year. Mr. Gilbert has never allowed his name to be 
used as that of a candidate for pul>lic office. He is an 
** out-and-out " business man; and, although always 
ready to lend financial aid to every good public enter- 
prise, chooses rather to forego the toils and responsibilities 
of public life. He has always supported the Republican 
party, and advocates its political principles. While still 
living in Wyoming County, New York, Mr. Gilbert 
married, in April, 1868, Miss Frances Smith. Wells 
Gilbert, now a bright boy seven years old, is" their only 
child. Mr. Gilbert's whole business is conducted under 
his personal supervision, and he keeps himself thor- 
oughly acquainted with every detail. He is never caught 
** napping," and his integrity is unquestioned; his in- 
ilustry and perseverance are universally acknowledged. 
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^^R ABILL, ELLIOTT FINLEY, Greenville, Editor 
J and Proprietor of the Greenville Independent, 
■^ij-j!^* was born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
June 16, 1837. He attended the common schools, and 
subsequently became a student in the classical depart- 
ment of Oberlin College, Ohio, from which he received 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. At the age of sixteen, he 
began to learn the printer's trade, at Brownsville, Penn- 
sylvania, and finished an apprenticeship of three years. 
By working at his trade, and teaching school in vaca- 
tion, he secured means to go through college. April 
19, 1861, he enlisted, with a company of students of 
Oberlin College, and was mustered into the "'h Regi- 
ment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He served during 
the whole civil war. In October, 1863, he was exam- 
ined before General Carey's Board, for a position in 
the colored service, which was then a new organization. 
November 5, 1863, he was appointed First Lieutenant 
and Adjutant of the Sth Regiment of United States 
colored troops, enlisted in Ohio. He remained in this 
regiment until October 4, 1865; and, during the time, 
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was promoicd to Captain, and was brevetted Major for 
meritorious conduct. He served under Rosecrans in 
the Kanawha Valley; under Banks, in the Shenandoah 
Valley, of Virginia ; in the Army of the Potomac, 
under all its commanders, from McCIcllan to Grant; and 
in the North Carolina campaign, of Schofield. He 
shared in many important engagements, among which 
were: the first battle of Winchester, Virginia; Port Re- 
public; Antietam; second Bull Run; Chancellorsville ; 
Gettysburg; New Market Heights, on the James; 
various attacks on the defenses of Richmond; the first 
attack on Petersburg, and the greater part of its siege; 
the capture of Fort Fisher; and the occupation of 
Raleigh, North Carolina. After his army life, of nearly 
five years, in February, 1866, he became profirietor ami 
editor of the Greenville IndepetiJcnty then the only 
newspaper in Montcalm County, Michigan, and has 
since satisfactorily conducted it. He is a Republican 
in politics, and has served his j^arty actively and effec- 
tivcly. He is a member of the Coni^rogational Church, 
and a man of high .social position. He is jniblic- 
spirited, having been successfully connected with the 



for two years. He is one of the leading lawyers of 
Montcalm County, permanently located at the county 
seat. Mr. (iarbutt is a Republican. He joined the 
Masons in 1870, and the Baptist Church in 1876. In 
1864 he married Lucy Ren iff. 



i^USTIN, RICHARD PROSPER, of Bay City, 
B Michigan, was born in the county of .Middlesex, 
'^•■^ Ontario, March 18, 1S37. He is the son of 
Elij)halct and Sarah Ann (Edwards) Gustin. His father 
was born in New Jersey, and, while young, went with 
his family to the county of Norfolk, Canada. Subse- 
qucnily, he moved to Middlesex County, Upper Canada, 
and was identified, for years, with the milling business. 
Mr. Gustin received a grammar-school education, in Can- 
ada, lie sj^ent one year at the Michigan University, 
and then served five years as an articled clerk, in the 
city of Toronto, Oiitaric;. He attended all terms required, 
and wa>. adniiltcd a number at C")>good Hall. In 1861, 
owing lo ill health, he visited C harle.st(jn, We^t Vir- 



material development of Greenville for twelve years i,,;^^ ii,,.„ ^y^^ head-quarters of CJeneral Cox, and 



His career in civil and military si'r\ ii c has secured for 
him a lasting reputation. Mr. (irabill was married, 
March 8, 1S65, to Anna S. Jenny, of Gieenwich, Huron 
County, Ohio. They have had four chlKIren, — Florence 
Anna, Clara Emma, Carl Elliott, and Ethel Vincent. 
The eldest, Florence, died at the age of ten years. 



I'^ARBUTT, HORACE IRVING, of Stanton, Mich- 
Ig igan, was born July 27, 1S42, in Garbuttsville, 

;i^ .Monroe Ct)unty, New Vork. His grandfather, 
John Garbutt, emigrated from England, and settled, in 
1806, with two brothers, at a j^lace on the Rochester 
State Line Railroad, which they called Ciarbuttsville. 
His father, John V'olney Garbutt, was a farmer. Mr. 
Garbutt was a pupil of the Weslcyan Seminary, Genesee, 
New York, when the war of the Rebellion commenced. 
He enlisted in the 13th New Vork Regiment, was taken 
prisoner at the first battle of Bull Run, and was de- 
tained eleven months by the Confederates. After his 
exchange, he was discharged, with his regiment, June 
1S63. He then commenced the study of law. In- 
fluenced by his father, he settled, in 1S64, at Green- 
ville, Michigan; there he read law and worked his 
farm, until his health failed. He entered a store at 
\Vinfield, Montcalm County, but slill continued his 
studies. In the fall of 1865 he removed to Lake View. 
In 1S69 he was elected County Clerk, and went to 
Stanton. He held this office for two terms, and was 



ei.tered the service with Captain ^L I). W. Loomis, 
Acting Ouaricrmaster, who was then Chief Quarter- 
master on Cieneral Cox's staff. From Charleston, he 
was ordered, uniler Captain Loomis, to New Creek, 
Virginia, — the base of General Fremont's oj^erations in 
that Slate. At that time. New Creek was a small station 
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, twenty-one miles 
from Cumberland Ford. On Ca])tain Loomis' arrival, 
he found nothing to shelier or su])ply an army, and so 
lilegra])lied to Colonel Clary, Chief Quartermaster. He 
replied: "Create a po^t." The command was literally 
obe\ed; ami, within three weeks, every thing necessary 
for the wants of a vast army was ready. Mr. Gustio 
was detailed to relieve Captain Harrison, at Cumber- 
land, of quartermaster's stores, camp and garrison equi- 
page, and transportation, and forwar<i them to New 
Creek. Afterwards, he was at General Sigel's head- 
quarters, and .served as chief clerk to Captain Loomis 
and Captain J. G. C. Lee, Acting Quartermaster at 
Hope Landing, on Aquia Creek, Warrenton Junction, 
and Alexandria. Subsequently, he served in the Quar- 
termaster-General's office, on reports, returns, an<l roster. 
In October, 1863, he was appointed auditor and attorney 
for the (Quartermaster's Department, at Baltimore. Mary- 
land. In iS()5 he resigned the position, and opened a 
United States claim office, in Baltimore. Being tlior- 
oughly posted in all branches of the United Stales 
service, his business was a success. He inve'^ted large 
amounts of money for private banks, and individv.als, 
for whom he never lost a dollar. In April, 18O6, he 
visited Bay City, and concluded that its future would 



then admitted to the bar. He was elected Prosecuting 

Attorney for the county, in 1873, winch office he held be a bright one. He returned to Baltimore, sold his 
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business, and removed to Bay City, where he has since 
resided, and carried on the wholesale grocery and pro- 
vision trade. Mr. Gustin, at first, transacted business 
alone; and afterwards with a partner, in the firm known 
as Gustin & Co. This was succeeded by Gustin & Mer- 
rill, which partnership lasted until January i, 1877, 
when, by the admission of another partner, the firm 
became Gustin, Merrill & Co. This firm has one of the 
largest and most prominent wholesale establishments in 
the West. The stores were built especially for them, 
and consist of an imposing four-story brick building, 
with a frontage of forty-five, by a depth of ninety-five 
feet; an iron warehouse; and unsurpassed dock privi- 
leges. They keep on hand a very fine stock of groceries 
and lumbermen's supplies. They are extensive jobbers 
in flour, feed, oats, and hay; and have an elevator with a 
capacity of fifteen thousand bushels, operated by an engine 
of five-horse power. They make a specialty of handling 
choice brands of tobacco and cigars, and are agents for 
many of the leading tobacco houses in the country. 
Mr. Gustin is a Republican in politics. He is of medium 
height, of a delicate frame, and wears a full, well- 
trimmed beard. He is a man of substantial acquire- 
ments, keen penetration, cultivated tastes, and unaf- 
fected piety. He married, October 19, 1S63, Racliel 
Smith, daughter of Hon. Henry Willmastcr, of Norfolk, 
County, Ontario, Canada. They have seven children. 




^ ARDNEK, DANIEL MILES, Merchant and Lum- 
ber Manufacturer, of Stanton, Montcalm County, 
was born at Skancateles, New York, January 
'9» J^SS- ^^is father, Daniel Gardner, was a well-to-do 
farmer in that section of the State, and died when the 
subject of this sketch was only six months old. His 
mother, whose maiden name was Clarissa Steward, con- 
tinued the management of the farm, assisted by four 
older brothers of Daniel M. Gardner, until he was 
twelve years old, when the family was broken up ,by 
her death. The farm was then sold, and the brothers 
branched out in various directions to face the realities 
of life. Daniel, who had received only the limited 
opportunities for education afforded by the common 
schools, in the intervals of occupation on the farm, went 
to live with his oldest brother on a farm he bought 
about nine miles from Skancateles, and continued to 
work for him until he had reached the age of twenty. 
He now concluded it was time to start out in tlie world 
for himself, and commenced his career as clerk in a 
small country store, where he remained but a short 
time. The following year, collecting his earnings, he 
started for Michigan. This was in 1856; and his first 
location in business was at Cascade, ten miles south of 
Cirand Rapids, where he remained for ten years, build- 

'j2 



ing up a very good business, and accumulating consid- 
erable property, as well as a reputation for business 
integrity more to be valued than money. In 1S66 he 
left Cascade for Stnnton, Michigan, then nothing more 
than a small settlement in the midst of forests of pine. 
He bought property adjoining the site of his present 
store, and continued business there until, before the end 
of the year, he had built the store in which he still 
carries on a general mercantile trade. At the same 
time, he engaged extensively in the lumber business, 
and now has a large mill, about six miles from Stanton, 
in which he manufactures shingles on a large scale. 
While still at Cascade, Mr. Gardner was appointed 
Postmaster of that place, and held the position for 
eleven years, until his removal to Stanton, of which he 
soon became Postmaster, and still holds the position. 
With the exception of a slight interval, he has been a 
Postmaster througli all the changes of administration 
for twenty-two years; he has hchl the office longer than 
any Postmaster in the county, and, with one or two 
exceptions, in the Stale. At Cascade, he was Township 
Treasurer for three years, and Clerk of the town for 
one year. Though repcateiliy urged to allow his name 
to be used for official positions at Stanton, he has 
always refused to do so. He spent the winter of 1S74-75 
in traveling through Europe, visiting England, Ireland, 
and France, combining business and pleasure on his 
trip. In the construction of the railroad from Ionia to 
Stanton, he to<jk an active i)art, contributing freely of 
his means. He furnished all the ties used in building 
it, under contract. While professing Christian princi- 
ples, Mr. Gardner is a member of no particular denom- 
ination, giving his cordial sympathy and support to 
all alike. He married, October i, 1867, Polly Gard- 
ner, daughter of a prominent farmer at Medina, Ohio. 
Though bearing the same name, the families were only 
very distantly related. They have three children. Mr. 
Gardner has always been a Republican in politics. As 
a business man and citizen, he is universally respected 
and esteemed; and few names are better known than 
his in Montcalm and the adjoining counties. 



■•o*- 



VOWORTH, GEORGE, of Stanton, Michigan, 
fll^t ^"*^ of ^^^^ fifteen children of George and Maria 
<f^!:;;<" (Shave) Howorth, was born in Beer-Regis, Eng- 
** land, April 5, 1825, and emigrated to America 
in 1837. He worked on a farm, for his Ix ard, until 
he was of age; and gained the greater part of his edu- 
cation by reading and studying during the evenings. 
His father died in 1S49, 2^"*^ ^1^- Howorth took charge 
of the family for four years. The accidental piercing 
of his foot by the hook of a log-chain incapacitated 
him for work, and he was obliged to relinquish that 
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responsibility. After his recovery, he went to Michi- ' Saginaw Manufacturing Company. Thus was developed 
gan; and, for six years, worked on a farm in Berlin, 'an element of wealth that has given the salt producing 
Ionia County; and, for eleven years, in IJushncll, Mont- region of Michigan a national reputation, and contrib- 
calm County. During this time, he was Township uied, as much a.s any other one thing, to the prosperity 
Treasurer five year>, and Supervisor two years. In and marvelous growth of his city and the surrounding 
1873 he WIS appointed Deputy County Treasurer; and country. lie al>o took an active interest in removin;: 



went to Stanton, where he was Supervisor of the Town- 
ship of Day for two years, and Coroner of Montcalm 
County for iwo years. He is now Treasurer of the 
County. Mr. lloworth is a Republican; before the 
organization of that party, he was an Aboliti'mist, lie 
was, for fourteen years, a member of the \Vesle\an 
Methodist Church. When in liushnell, he joined the 
United Brethren. He married Sarah Tanner, June 2S, 
1S57, in Berlin, Ionia County, Michigan. 




^ESS, MOSES B., late of East Saginaw, Michigan, 
[ was the son of David F. and Laura M. Ilos. 



obstructions that impeded the navigation of the Saginaw 
River, thus opening our port to the commerce of the 
continent. He was active in securing im])rovements 
calculated to adorn the city, and was one of the fust to 
take steps towards building the East Saginaw Street 
Railway, of which he was a Director. Mr. Hess was a 
member of the Masonic Fraternity, and was the first 
Master Ma>on of a h^dge in East Saginaw. Politically, 
he was a stern and uncompromising advocate of Jeffer- 
sonian Democracy; and, fur many years, took an active 
part in lotal and State politics. In 1S64 he married 
Mi>s Curnt-lia W. Whilman, of Utica, New York, who 
died July 27, 1S76. For two years previous to his death, 
Mr. He>s lived with his brotlicr-in-law, John Nugent, at 
Albion, New Voik. In public and private life, by his 
V ■.^'- He was born in Verona, Oneida County, New | energy, strict fidelity, hone-^ty, candor, and f.iitli fulness, 
'"• York, July 3, 1S21 ; and died February 2, 1S7S. I l^<i ^^un the esteem of hi> fellow-ciii^ens, and retained it 

He pursued his studies at Clinton Liberal Insiilute, in ' t^^ the la^^t. It may be truthfully written of Moses B. 

New York, remaining there two years and a half. lie 



then went to Livingston County, Michigan, where he 
followed farming for a time; after this, he removed to 
Brighton, a village in the same county, and was engaged 
two years in the copper, tin, and sheet-iron business. 
Previous to the removal of the capital, he scllled in 
Lansing; and, in 1S47, became Assistant Postmaster and 
State Librarian. He retained these posiiitjns until 1S50, 
when he received a resolntion of thanks from the Senate 
and House for the faithful discharge of his duties. Mr. 
Hess removed to East Saginaw in 1850, and was closely 
identified with the growth and prosperity of that por- 
tion of the State. He held numenjus positions of 
resjionsibility and trust. He was Treasurer of the 
village of East Saginaw two terms; and, while in that 
office, attended to the duties with marked fidelity, j^ay- 
ing every order on presentation, and often using his 
own personal funds for that purpose. He occupied the 



Hess, that he has not lived in vain. 



,|.INDS, HON. HENRY HARRISON, of Stanton, 
1^ was born October 9, 1840, near Montrose, Penn- 
' i ' Silvan ia. He received a common-school educa- 
tion, and was employed as a clerk, in Montrose, 
for a number of years. In 1S61 he enlisted in the 57th 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and was made first 
sergeant of Company A. In the spring of 1S62 his 
regiment was attached to fighting Phil. Kearney's 
division, and joined the Army of the Potomac. Mr. 
Hinds took ])art in the battles of the Penin>ula cam- 
paign, in .1862, and received a commission as Second 
Lieutenant in the fall of the same year. He partici- 



pated in the second battle of P>ull Run, and the battle of 
positions of Postmaster, Register of Land-office, City j C hantilly, where (General Kearney was killed. He was 
Clerk, Supervisor, School Inspector, and, for several wounded at the battle of Fredericksburg, and, soon 



years, held the office of United States Land Commis- 
sioner. He was faithful and vigilant in the discharge 



afterwards, was commissioned First Lieutenant. He 
was again severely wounded at Chancellorsville, in the 



of all his dutie<. His faith in the resources of this sec- | spring of 1S63; and was wounded and taken prisoner 
lion was unbounded; and he contributed largely towards I at the battle of (lettvsburg. He was one of the party 



infiuencing immigration, and removing certain false im- 
pressions concerning the healihfulness and natural 
resources of N 01 them Michigan. Mr. Hess was one 
of the few who had confidence in the saline resources 
of the Saginaw Valley; and his energy anil money were 
liberally expended towards securing legi.>lafic'n and cap- 



that escape<l from Libby Prison with Colonel Straight ; 
but was rec.ipturcd, and confined in a dark {iur^ge<:n for 
fifteen ilays. He wa.-» taken to Danville, \irginia, and 
from there to Macon, CJeorgia ; was sent from ihe latter 
place to Charleston, and placed under fire of the Union 
guns. After remaining at Charleston six weeks, he was 



ital wliich resubed in sinking the fir^i well of the Ea>t removed to Columbia, South Carolina; thence to Char 
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lotte, North Carolina ; and was finally paroled at Golds- 
borough. He entered the Union lines, after twenty 
months** imprisonment, March I, 1865. He was com- 
missioned Captain in 1S64, while a prisoner of war; 
and was mustered out of the service in July, 1865. He 
then returned to Pennsylvania, and engaj^ed in the dry- 
goods trade, which he carried on for one year at Little 
Meadows. In the fall of 1866, he emigrated to Michi- 
gan, and settled at Stanton, where he engaged in the 
mercantile and lumber business. He is, at present, 
largely interested in real estate, farming, etc. Mr. 
Hinds is an active Republican, and has, for years, held 
township, village, and school offices. He is Supervisor 
of his township, member of the village Board of Stanton, 
and a member of the Union School Hoard. lie is also 
a member of the Board of Directory of the Peoples* 
Mutual Insurance Company, of Ionia and Montcalm 
counties, — a position he has held for a number of years. 
In 1S72 he was elected Senator for the Twenty-seventh 
District of Michigan, and served two years. While in 
the Legislature, he was a member of the standing com- 
mittees on Public Accounts, Eclucation, Roads and 
Bridges, and Supplies, etc., besides serving on several 
special committees. On June i, 1S76, he was appointed, 
by Governor Bagley, member of the Board of Control 
of the State Public Schools; and, in 1877, he was reap- 
pointed to the same position, by Governor Croswcll. His 
present term, as member of this Board, expires in 1S81. 
He is a Knight Templar, and a member of Ionia Com- 
mandery, No. 11. He has been, for a number of years, 
Master of Stanton Star Lodge, No. 250, Free and Accepted 
Masons. He married, in Rushvillc, Pennsylvania, in 
his native county, December 16, 1 871, Mary E. Sher- 
wood. They have two children, — Edna, born Septem- 
ber 17, 1875; and Alma, born February 15, 1877. 



kYDE, JUDGE JOHN, of Bay City, Michigan. 

k was born in Cork, Ireland, June 27, 1S38. He 
^!^j^ was the son of John and Ann (Perrott) Ilyde. 
His father, a cooper by trade, died iij 1843, ^tnd 
left the family without much means. Mr. Hyde at- 
tended the Christian Brother's School, and the private 
schools of Mr. Cottee and Mr. Troolig, in Cork, until 
he was twelve years old. In 1853 he became a mem- 
ber of the Catholic Young Men's Society, in Cork; 
attended all its lectures and literary exercises; and 
connected himself with several of the classes main- 
tained in the institution for the improvement of its 
members. He also took part in most of the readings 
and debates of the literary club of the society. At 
an early age, he was apprenticed to his father's trade; 
and, in 1857, he went to London, where he worked as 
a* mechanic until the autumn of 1858. In 1862 he 



sailed for Canada, with his mother. They visited, for 
a few weeks, his maternal uncle, residing in Montreal; 
and then accepted an invitation from a cousin, who 
was ShcrifT of Bay County, to visit Michigan. The 
lumber and salt interests of the Saginaw Valley, at 
that time, gave assurance of a promising future for 
Bay City, and Mr. Hyde determined to make that 
place his home. He was employed at his trade one 
year, and then served as a clerk in a dry-goods store, 
until 1S67. In that year, on the invitation of Hon. 
Isaac Marston, — now Associate-Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the State, — he entered the law office of Mars- 
ton & Hatch, and studied law under their tuition. In 
1869 he was admitted to the bar in the Circuit Court 
for Bay County. From 1870 to 1874, he was in part- 
nership with Hon. A. C. Maxwell; and, from 1874 to 
1876, with Fatio Colt, under the firm name of Hyde & 
Colt. In 1S67 Mr. II) de was elected a member of the 
Board of Education of Bay City. In 1870 he was nom- 
inated for Alderman of the Fourth Ward, on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, in opposition to the Hon. James Birney, — 
now United States Minister at the Hague. The ward 
was strongly Republican, but he was defeated by only 
one vote. In 1S74-75 he was Supervisor of the Fourth 
Ward. In 1S76 he was elected Judge of the Probate 
Court by a majority of two hundred. Mr. Hyde is a 
Roman Catholic. He married, February 22, 1 870, 
Annie M. Norris, of Kingston, Canada. His success, 
which has placed him .among the prominent men of 
Bay City, may be attributed to his strong will, great 
ability, and untiring energy. 
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OLMES, JUDSON DAVID, of Alpena, Michi- 
f gan, was born in Dryden, Lapeer County, Mich- 
■^ igan, May 23, 1843. He is the son of Enos 
B. and Martha (Clark) Holmes. His father was 
a farmer who, in l«S5o, removed to Milford, Oakland 
County; and, ten years later, removed to the city of Pon- 
tiac for the ]>urpose of educating his children. There, 
while attending school, Judson Holmes enlisted, June 
19, 1861, in Company F, Fifth Michigan Infantry. In 
September, 1S61, he was mustered into service for three 
years, as corporal of the same company. He served 
with his regiment in the Peninsular campaign; and par- 
ticipated in the battles of Williamsburg, Seven Oaks, 
Charles City, Cross Roads, Malvern Hill, and Pittsburg 
Landing. July 19, 1863, on account of disability from 
ill health, he was transferred to the Veteran Reserve 
Corps; and, September I, was appointed second sergeant 
of Company I), third battalion. September 6, 1864, 
he was discharged from service. He was at that time 
offered a Second Lieutenancy in a colored regiment, but 
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declined to accept il. On his return home he entered nioved from Ashville to Panama. New York, where he 
the high M-hool at Pontiac; and, with the exLcption of i r*-*"^*'*'»<^tl ^^ sthodl until he was eighteen yiars old. 
two winters spent in teaching;, remained a pupil there ! '''■'^'" ^'i*"* *^'»^c until lie was admiticd to the bar in 
until 1S67. In that >ear he began tlic stu.ly of law in T.^ltulo, (Uiio, he pa-^scd ihc timo in diiigrnt Mu<ly. In 
the oflice of C. & (.'. S. Draper; and served at the same '■^^*- ^^'^- ''">t removed to lia-t Saginaw, Michigan, 
time as.Trea-iurcr and (onsiable o{ the Tourth Ward of j ^"^ establislied him«^elf in the practice <^f his profc-^ion. 
Pontiac. In September, i8i)8, he was admitted to the | ^^<^ ^^^"^ ^'^'''^ '"-^"y responsible jin^itions, having been 
bar; and, in July, 1S60, permanently located at Alpena, I '^^f^^'^'"*''" ^''»' ^^^^^"-^ year-;; Judge of the Recorder's 
Michigan. Here he entered into i»artnerNhip with Hon. '<'^'"rt, two years; Mayor of the city, one yenr: and a 
J. It. Tutllc, now Circuit Judge. In 1S71 and 1S72, he I "i^'uber of the Slate Legislature. He is an netive mem- 
was City Attorney of Alpena City, an«l Circuit Court *»^*'' "^ '1»^- Kcpublicin j-arty; .ind wa-^ a dekgate to the 
Commis.sioner of the county. In 1S7J and 1S74, he | ^'^t'""'''' Kfimblican Convention, which met in Cincin- 
was Prosecuting Attorney for tlie county, and was "-'^'i- »» ^^7*^- ^^r- Hoyt is strictly a self made man ; 
actively engaged in prosecuting liiju-.r dealers f«;r vio- | ''>' '""^ determined efforts he has ri^en to prominence in 
lating the Prohibitory Law <if the State. Mr. Holmes " '^''^ i'n.fe>sion, and has won the esteem of his fellow- 
has been an elVicient worker in the I\e]nibliean j>arly. 
He was a delegate to the Republican State <'onvention, 
in iS()6, from Alpena County; and \\;is juoniinently 
mentioned, in 1S77. »*» ^^^^ Rej)ublican numinie for the 
office of Circuit Judge of the Twi-nty. third Judicial Cir- 
cuit. He is .at j^rescnt Chief Patri.ircli ( f lliuiKler Pav 
Kncampment, No. 87. of ( >d«l-l'i lli»\v>i. lU- uiiited with 
the ]>apti>ts at Miifird. in iSv^, ami i^ imw a \w>rkin 
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KRDMi:. HON. DAVID HOWELL, of Sagi- 
naw, Michi_L:.an, was burn November 17. 1S29, at 
Detroit. He is the son of Hoiace and Elizabeth 

R.ise I ll.irr ) Jerome. On the death of his fatiier, 

member of the Jiaini.^t ( hurt h at All e:ia. He was a' 1 • , ,1 mi ■ r , i ■ 

' ' . Nvliieh «;ci.;;ned when Mr. jeiome was an infant, his 

■ '■ 1 . ". . 

I niMlher ien»"j\cd it> (.'entral New Voik. In 1S34 .she re- 

! luineil to MiLhig-in, and settled in St. (lair County, 

where Mr. Jen»nie wa.^ educated. In 1853 he went to 



delegate from the Young .Men's < hii-iian A.s-i ciation 
of Piintiac to the Internatiou.il < 'un\eiitj(in h<Id at! 
Detroit, in 1S6S; and one of the dL-iiga'cs fr-mi tlie 
Alpena .Association to the Intern.-ili()n;d ( <>n\en(ion held 
at Washington, in 187 1. He i^ now Sujieiint«'ndent of 
the Sunday-school of the Pa]>tisl (hunh at Alpena. 
Decenilier 9, 1S74, Mr. Holmes inariied Minnie O. 
Persons, eldest daughter of Captain .\. K. and Su>an 
D. Persons. Mrs. Holmes belongs to one nf the pit«neer 
families of .Mnena. P>v indu-!rv antl cl«»^e a:tenti«)n l-i 
bu-ines^, Mr. Holmes lias built up a line pr;Htiie, whiili 
is constantly increasing. He ha- esiablislietl a reputa- 
tion for hone.sty and ujiright | rore-sji.iml iU-;ding second 
to none in the vicinity in which lie resides. 



■•o** 




OYT, HOX. IIKRDERT IL, Lawyer, East Sag- 
inaw, Michigan, was born Se[«i ember 4, 1S40, 
• at Ashville, Chautamjua County, New York. 



(.'alifornia, and, while there, located a claim for the 
Live Yankee Tunnel and Mine, at l-'oiest ( ity, which 
has since proved to be worth millions of <lollars. He 
]>rojr(tcd the tunnel, antl consiructeil it, for si\ hundred 
t'eet, into ilie mountain towards the mine. In 1854 he 
setlleil in S.igin.iw, and eng.iged in general merchandise. 
He is now senior member of the hardvvaie linn of D. IL 
JePime iV C«t. In 1862 he was authoii.'ed by Covernor 
iJl.iir, to raise the regiment aj)poiiioiiLMl to the Sixth 
CoiigressiiiiKil i)istiict, and was i'ominis>iuned com- 
inand.mt of cam]i, wiili the rank of i'olonel, to prepare 
the regiment for the lield. Thi-* work was acct'mpli.shed 
in the short sjjaie of three week-.. Thi-* regiment, the 23d, 
afterwarils won a s[)lendiil record in (he service. Dur- 
ing 1S65 an<l 1S66, Colonel Jerome was Military Aid to 
(iovernor Crapo; ami, in lN()5, was ai)[K)inted on the 
State Mililarv I'oard, of which he continued a member 
anil Presiilcnt, until the year 1873. In 1S62 he was 



•-* His father, who is a successful merchant, is still elecied to the State Senate, and served six years. In 
living; his mother died in 1842. The Hoyt family are that body, he was prominent in the debate in opjiosiiion 
numerous and noted ; they liave a comjdete genealogical to the legislation authorizing municipal aid to rail- 
history com])iIed by one of ihe family. The work is an ' roa'ls; arul, after these measures ha<l gone through 
able and accurate record, embracing nine generations, 'both House.^, he freely su[)porteil (ioxernor Crapo's \elo 
and including over nine thousand persons of the name, ' and the j^dicy it recommended. During his entire Sen- 
who are now living in the L'nited Slates. Mr. Herbert , alorial service he was Chairman of the Committee on State 
Iloyt's ancestor was John Hoyt, one of the original set- All.iirs, anil was influential in shajiing the policy of all 

I 

*.lers of Salisbury, Massachusetts, whose dcsi endants are the inijioriani legislative acts made necessary by the 
traced down to the eighth generation. Mr. Hoyt re- war. Among other humane measures, he brought for- 
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ward and helped to secure the passage of the bill creat- 
ing the Soldier's Home, at Harper Hospital, in Detroit. 
He never exchanged votes with his associates for the 
purpose of getting aid in his local bills; but treated all 
bills alike, and left his own to be considered on their 
merits. The expediency of this manly course was em- 
phatically illustrated in his experience. At the same 
session in which the bills for municipal aid to railroads 
and other like enterprises were vetoed by the Governor, 
a bill came before the Senate for such aid for a plank- 
road, leading to Senator Jerome's home. His action on 
that bill was looked for with curious interest. After it 
had been vetoed and reconsidered, he arose in the Sen- 
ate, and frankly stated his interest in the road, and his 
conviction that that particular bill was right. He ex- 
pressed himself with such felicity, and defined his posi- 
tion with such consummate address, that the bill was car- 
ried over the veto by twenty-two of the twenty-eight ! 
Senators. His rare qualifications as a legislator, so use- 
fully and honorably exercised in the Senate, doubtless 
led to his appointment in 1863, as one of the commis- 
sioners to prepare a new State Constitution. Mr. Jerome 
is President of the Saginaw Valley and St. Louis Rail- 
road, and of the Saginaw Street Railroad Company. He : 
is a member of the Koard of Indian Commissioners, and I 
Trustee of the Michigan Military Academy. He has 
been a vestryman in the Episcopal Church for twenty- 
three years. Mr. Jerome's opinions are reached slowly, 
but, when once formed, are unchangeable. He is keenly ! 
interested in every scheme which aims at the material, 
intellectual, and moral advancement of his fellow-citi- 
zens. He married, June 15, 1859, Lucy Peck, daughter 
of E. W. Peck, of Pontiac. 



failure of his health necessitated a rest and change, and 
he spent six months at Clifton Springs, New York. 
During this time, he formed the acquaintance of Doctor 
A. B. Smith of Ovid, New York, with whom he united 
in purchasing and refilling the Geneva Hotel, for med- 
ical treatment. The hotel was opened in May, 1S53, 
as a general hygienic institute, and the enterprise met 
with fair success. Mr. Judd continued in this business 
until January, 1855, when he sold out his interest to 
Mr. Smith. In the winter of 1856, he engaged in 
taking contracts for railroads, and prospered in this work 
for nine years. In 1864 he removed to Saginaw, Mich- 
igan ; organized the First National Bank, and opened 
it for business, January 17, 1865. Since that time he 
has been its President. This bank has had an excellent 
reputation, meeting with no losses, except two thousand 
dollars in 1876. Mr. Judd has dealt largely in pine lands, 
and has an interest in a mill, for manufacturing lumber 
and salt, at Bay City. Forty-five thousand barrels of 
salt were made during the year 1876. He is a member 
of the order of Odd-P'cllows, and also of the Masonic 
Fraternity. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church; 
and is a Republican. He married, December 29, 1847, 
Miss Charlotte S. White, who died Decembei 27, 1853, 
leaving no children. September 20, 1855, he married 
Miss Virginia A. Lillcy. They have had three children, 
two of whom are living. Mr. Judd's courteous manner, 
together with his thorough knowledge of the banking 
business, has placed his institution among the first in 
Saginaw Bay. 



-«o« 




^UDD, ERASTUS T., Banker, Saginaw, Michigan, 
was bom at Geneva, New York, May 31, 1822. 
His father was a master-builder, who had re- 
moved from South Iladley, Massachusetts. Mr. 
Judd remained at home, until he was twenty-three years 
of age, attending school in winter, and working on his 
father's farm during the summer season. He then 
visited his father's relatives in Massachusetts, and also 
at Niagara Falls. The observations made during this 
journey changed the whole course of his life. He 
remained at home, however, until two years later, when 
lie apprenticed himself to learn the carpenter's trade. 
At the expiration of his time, he commenced business 
with his uncle, and continued in this connection for 
two years. He then became dissatisfied, and began 
business on his own account. At the end of six years, 
he had accumulated several thousand dollars. The 



'■UST, WILLIAM JAMES, Cashier of the First 
c]||^ National Bank of Greenville, was born in Orange 
'C^^lf County, New York, August 26, 1846. He is the 
son of James and Jane (McClure) Just, natives 
of Ireland. The father is now a farmer, residing at 
Otisco, Ionia County, Michigan. W'illiam is the oldest 
son, and the second of six children. He removed with 
his parents, when three years old, to Ypsilanti; and, two 
years afterwards, to Grass Lake, Jackson County, Mich- 
igan, where he attended school. The family settled, in 
1S47, at Oiisco, Ionia County; here he alternated be- 
tween school and farm work until he was of age. After 
one term in the State Normal School, at Ypsilanti, he 
spent the two following years in teaching a di^trict school 
during the winters, and working on the farm in the 
summers. At the commencement of the war of the 
Rebellion, he enli^ted in the 25th Michigan Infantry; 
but, on account of di^ability, was discharged, at JefTer- 
sonville, Indiana, in February, 1863. He immediately 
took a course in the commercial college of Bryant, 
Stratton & Goldsmith, at Detroit; he graduated in May, 
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iSr>3, and, in ihc autumn of the same year, engaged (Captain Stephen Hopkins, grandson of the second Gov- 
as clerk for (J. S. Cooper & Co., merchants, of Ionia, ernor of tlic Colony of Connecticut, rc>iilcd there pre- 
M ilh whom he lemaiucd one ycnr. In the fall of 1S64, : vious to 174S. Five of hi-, so:!-, were officers in the 
he cnli>lc;l as private in the rcoigani/ed 3d Regiment ; Revolutionary army; two joined the Cjiccn Mountain 
of Michigan Infantry, and served in all the positions to hoys, under Colonel Ethan Allen, and wore killed by 
that of Second Lieutenant. Ho was present at oigage- the Indians. Mr. Jerome's great-gramlfather, Colonel 
ments at Decatur, Murfreesboro, and at the latter' Roswell Hopkins, tf)ok ])art, with hi-^ ngiment, in the 
place during the battle of Nashville. '1 he regiment battle of Saratf)^a, and was noticed f 1 r \n> bravery in 
left Nashville for New Orleans, June 16, 1S65, and ar- j the battle near Fort Independence. The vdungot of 
rived on the 24th. On July 6, o( that year, Lieutenant the brother>, in the beginning of the War of It>l2, was 
Juftt resjgneil his ommis^ion, and relumed lK)nie. 'Ihe aj>|»oint<il one of the eight Ilrigadier-lIciu-raK of New 
full'iwiiig fall, September 21, 1S65, he marrieil, at Ionia. Vmk State. The Reed family ii>n-i-leil i»f .-even brt)th- 
Michigan, Olive M. Yeumans, dau;^hler of Hon. S.i;i- 1 er-^, who were all mcniioned in the ridl of honor as 
fonl A. Yeomans, now Representative in tiie State i.liicers ami soldiers of the Revululii'uary army fiom 
Legislature. January 23, iSix"), he entered, a> teller, Anieida Union. Prcviou- to iSij, lloraie Jerome 
the Fir.st National liank of Ionia, where he remained | icinoved to Coeheclon, and engaged in prtjcuring and 
until August, 1S72. At this time, he assisted in org.in- running ma.st rafts, through the Helaware River, to 
izing the First National Hank of (irei-nville, and was riiilailelphia. This bu^incs, wa-. ruineil by the embargo 
elected Ca-hier. He has since bei-n an esteemed re^i- (,f 1S12. In iSij he p.iicha^ed six hundred acres of 
dent of (jreenville. Ho advo^a'i.< llu' priiuii-les nf the laml in tl;e t- \vn uf llv^-r,. New Vojk, ami engaged in 
Republican I'arty, but ha^ nevtrr a-i = i:el to jolil:cal j.l.ai ii:;.; it. '1 Ip re hi- \\ ife d;nl. in 1S14; and he mar- 
distinction, or held j'ublic oti'm'. Mr. a:vl Mr«>. Ju-l rie I, i:i 1^15. 1 h/.i": e:h K. Il.iil. Mr. Jennie continued 
are both members of tlie Ci>n;.::u;;.ri«»:i.jl t hiuh. Mr. iji tliis viii;.ity unlil I^J'^, vaiimisly occupied in agricul- 
Just's boyhiio<l and yuuih wen- -peni in the rlilij^e;;t ture. niiiliiiL,'. cl<-th man-.ifai tin iii^. di-tilliug, and geneial 
pursuit of knowleili;e. and in tin- foiin.iti m (*f ihrilly ' inerih.inli-e : all of whiih enteij»ri>es tcrniinatcd in the 
bu^>ine-s habits. The army hnr-leiud viriur^iis rexdu- \u^^ df f..iiy thor.s.md «!i.llar.-. by the failuie of his New 
tions into manly strength; and, allhi-ugh a young m;in, Voik con-ignro. Shattered in fnrtunr. he removed to 
he has already shown business qualities, which not only. Delrc-it. and ereclol, with '1 honias Palmer, a lumber 
fit him for his responsible position, but foietell a cstabli-shnient nn Pine River, St. Clair Ci'unty, Michi- 
brillianl career. g;in. He <!itd, in Detioit, in 1.S50, and left his .^on, at 

the age of ei.dileen, lo meet life ctinij aratively alone. 
^— K>»— I i)oii(.r Jei-.nie attended the ili-tiiit school, and enjoyed 

ion? year'.s tuition in the (.>\:d .\cademy. His first situ- 
^(eROME, dr. JAMES II., of Saginaw City, Mich- ". ati..n, in Dein-it. wa. a. lor-:rnder. at eight dollars per 
ffj igan, was born at Cochect..n, on the Delaware j month. Uhile in this po.i:i..n, he m.ale the acquaint- 
<^''' River, in Wayne County, PennsWv.ania, Seplend.er j ance of some j..urneymcn hatters, with whom he was so 
2S, 1S12. He is the fifih .nm of 11. .race and Nancy | mm h pleased as to prevail ujM.n his father lo allow him 
JReed) Jerome. His f.ither was born at St..ckbridge. t-. Kain the hatter's trade. After two >ear>' apprentice- 
Massachusetts, in 17.V), and, some time during his mi- >hip, he returned with his mother and family to New 
noiily, emi.^raied to Fabius, Onondaga County, New York Slate, and worked at his liade at Skaneatelcs one 
York'.' At Uie age of twenty-one, he m.irrie«l Nancy year. He then engaged f-.r one yi ar wi:h Messrs. Man- 
Reed, who was b(nn in the precincts of Amenia Union, ning & Culler in a country st.re in He.ior. New Yoik, 
Dutihe.s < ounly. New York, in 17S5. Her paienl... as clerk and hnisher of hats, allernalcly. Maicli 4, 
Daniel and Mary (Hopkins) Reed, were residents of ' 1S34, he commence.l the study of me.licine and surgery 
the pl.ue during the stirring times of the American with Dr. MosCs Tompkins, an eminent practitioner in 
Revolution, in which her grand-parents weie aclixe par- ! that locality. In the winter of 1S34 5. he altended the 
ticipants. The earlv settlers at Amenia we.e chielly (Jeneva .Medic.d Colle.^-e. Dr. Willard Pa.ker held the 
Palaiines, from the' interior of (iermany, who were j chair ..f Anatomy and Physiology, and to him more than 
driven from their native land by the execution of a to any other teacher, Doctor Jerome i. indebted f.n- the 
cruel French edict to destroy and' lay wasle their cities measure of success which he has altair.ed. He early 
and villages, in 1724. Thev were of the Protestant deveh-ped a decided taste for the study of anatomy, as 
faith, and chiefly Presbvtei'iiins. Others of kindred j the foundation of all genuine medical and surgical 
reli-ious sentiment were 'attiacte.l there from Connec- | knowh dge. Accepting a 1- an of money from a young 
licu't and Ma.ss.achusetts, as earlv as 1740; prominent ; journeyman blacksmith, he followed D.-ctor Parker to 
among these were the families of Hopkins and Reed, j Pittsfield, Massachusetts; and. on his invitation, returned 
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to Geneva, and officiated as pro-tlisscctor during a course 
of lectures. In 1836 his debt to the blacksmith had 
accumulated to the amount of six hundred dollars, and 
he felt the necessity of providing some other means of 
payment than the slow and uncertain gains of a young 
physician. His mother and the younger children had 
returned to Michigan, where an older brother had re- 
mained, and Doctor Jerome determined to make them a 
visit, and, if possible, better his fortunes, lie entered 
the employment of Major John Hiddle, in the Land- 
oftlce at Detroit, as clerk, with the privilege of supply- 
ing, so far as he was able out of office hours, the great 
demand for township plats, by showing the sold and 
unsold land. He soon became an expert in this work, 
and made it very profitable. On the closing of the 
Land-office, in order to effect a division of the then 
Detroit District to form the Saginaw Land District, 
Hon. Michael Hoffman was ajipointed agent for tlie 
latter. He was unacquainted practically with its duties, 
and, through Major Biddle's recommendation, ^^r. 
Jerome secured a position with him until October, in 
the ofllce, which was located on the site of the present 
town of Flint. He attended his fourth and final course 
of medical lectured at Geneva the fullowing winter. 
From the proceeds of his six month-.' lalior, he j>ur- 
chased from the Government nine hundred acres of land, 
chieily in Shiawassee County, and retained four hundred 
dollars to use in the completion of his education and his 
settlement in business. During his List course of lec- 
tures, a difTjrence arose between him and rrofe>sor 
Morgan, who occupied the chair of Surgery in the insti- 
tution, and he refused to present himself for graduation. 
He received his diploma from the H«)ard of State Censors, 
and commenced practicing at Trumansburg, New York. 
The following year, he married Lisette Atwater, of Perry, 
in that Slate. He connected himself iuimediately with 
the Tompkins County Medical Society; and, September 
14, 1847, organized, at 0\>ej;o, the Medical Association 
of South Central New York. This included IJrown, 
Tioga, Cortland, and Tompkins counties, and numbered 
among its members the best physicians in that part of 
the Slate. In May, 1S48, Doctor Jerome, as delegate, 
attended the first annual meeting of the American Med- 
ical Association, held in Baltimore, Maryland. In 1851 
he was elected President of the Medical Association of 
South Central New York, and delivered the annual 
address, in 1852, at Owcgo. In 1S55 the honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred upon him by 
llobart Free College, and, in July of the same year, he 
was elected to the l*rofessorshij) of Anatomy and Physi- 
ology in the Geneva Medical College. He gave his 
intro:luctory lecture in that institution October 4, 1S55. 
In 185C he was a delegate to the session of the American 
Medical Association, at Detroit, Michigan; and, in 1859, 
to the New York State Medical Society at Albany, of 



which he became a permanent member. During the 
session of the Stale Legislature in 1S58-9, he was ap- 
pointed, by the Governor and Senate, Physician-in-Chief 
of the Marine Hospital of the port of New York. He 
terminated his labors in Geneva College in January, 
1S59, and entered upon his new duties on Staten Island 
the following May. His salary, five thousand dollars 
per annum, was chargeable to the fund under the control 
of the Commissioners of Emiijraticm. As representative 
of the Marine Hospital, he attended the Third National 
Quarantine Convention, held in the city of New York. 
During his term of service, material differences arose 
between him and the Commissioners of Emigration, 
caused by a desire on their part to abolish the Quaran- 
tine Hospital, unless they could control its chief officer. 
Doctor Jerome declined such subserviency; whereupon 
the differences bec.ime more serious, and occupied largely 
the public press of the city and State of New York. 
The Commi'-sioners withheld part of his salary, and 
Doctor Jerome applie«l to the courts for a mandamus to 
compel its payment, which, under the statute, was due 
quarterly. Judge Leonard, of ihc Supreme Bench, in a 
lengthy opinion covering the whole ([r.arantine question, 
sustained the mandamus^ an«l rec<>gnize(l Doctor Jerome 
as the physician of the Marine Hosi>ital, and the right- 
ful Superintendent of the Quarantine Hospital and 
grounds; directing that his salary as such be paid by 
the Commissioners. On appeal by the Commissioners to 
the Supreme Court of the State, this was subsequently 
fully sustained. In active sympathy with Doctor Jerome 
were many of the leading men of the State; among 
whom were Lieutenant-(M»\enior Campbell, Hon. H. H. 
Yan Dvcke, Hon. Lvnian Truman, and ex-Lieutenant- 
Governor Sclden. The Legislature also supported him, 
as was evinced by the refusal of the Senate to confirm 
the nominee of Governor Morgan as his successor, at 
the expiration of his term of office. Doctor Jerome 
resigned, and returned to his home in 'J'rumansburg, 
where he had made a wiilc and enviable reputation, not 
only as a skillful physician, but as a bold and successful 
surgeon. During his stay at the hospital, he was bereft 
of a son. July 30, 1S63, his wife died, from ossification 
of the valves of the heart ; and, in December of the 
same year, his eldest son, George, — a young man of 
great promise. — was taken away after a brief illness. 
January 3, 1865, his third son died at Trumansburg. 
These repeated bereavements deprived the old home of 
its former attractions, and Doctor Jerome removed, as 
soon as he could make the necessary arrangements, to 
Saginaw, Miciiigan. April 4, lS('>5, he was again mar- 
ried, to Miss Calista Allen, a lady of culture, whose 
parents were among the first settlers at Alniont, Michi- 
gan ; and, a month later, he established himself with 
his family at Saginaw, where he was already engaged in 
the lumber business in the firm of Jerome & Atwater. 
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On the oth of ScpU'inlier. his snn Krcdcrick was drowned I 1S74; ;it I.oiiUvillc, Kentucky, in 1S75 ; and at Chicngo, 
while l).iihing in tlu: Saj;inaw River. Ahout ihi-i time, | in 1S77. Al the ses'^ion of the State Mrdicil Soiiety at 
the 'J"ittilia\va»ec J)i>oin ('Dnij^any construclctl hoonis at Ann Arb-jr, in 1S76, he took an active yi.ul in the dis- 
points in tlie 'liilihaw.Ts.-ee, Tine, and riiijj[»ewa rivcr«^, I eu-^sioTi nf ihe iiniver««ity qiic-.ti(»n. and was a nieniher of 
only a few miles above Midl.md i.'ity, near whi'-h, in tlu; ft>niinittoe of nine l'.) whom wire rcfiru-il all ]^apcrs 
company with Mr. .\twatcr, he hail rrocted a mill at a relalinj; theielo; he wa^ aKo n nUMnlit-r nf the sub-corn- 
cost of twenty-five thou««and dollars. Thi-.-sC booms made ' miitee ("f ihire, apimintcd lo <lrafi re-«o!n:ion^ rxpressive 
it impo»'>iblc for them to lioat lo^s ti.> tlu-ir mill>. remler- <»f the socit-ly'.? estimate of the cxi^tini; .sialn^ of the 
in*: their in\e-tment almost vabiele^*;. After thiee vear>' uniMT-.iiv. The action of the Amej ic.\n Mr-licil A-^nO- 
stiULij^le with the-e diflu-ultie-., Uocior Jertmie built, al liatii-n at IMiiladelpliia. ami aNo at (■hica;;o, sn>«taincd 
Carlton, on the Saj;inaw River, the mill nf»w ow ne«l by the \ ii-w-s taki-n by tliiT cmmiitee. Althou;;h he ha-*, 
}lliss Iirothcrs. He eommeneeil a ^ui: aj;ain<t the 'I'itii- in a miMNUsc. retired from the j)iaetiee of hi> profession, 
bawas'^ce ll>)0m Company for ilamai^i-^- '^u-taineil tliron^li hi'. opii.i.)ii in important an. I intricate ea^c^ is much 
their instrumentality; which, afti-r a five y-.n-.' c<»iite«>t. si,u;^lii fur, ami ri-lied npfii. As a piditieian. \\hilc 
was adju>ti-d by the Hin>m Comi>any paxiuj^ him ntMil\ ncM-r ^cikiii;; envlumenls, lur wa> a member fif the old 
eight thou^an*! dollars. At the onclu.-iiin <.if the ci\il Wlii^ j'aity, and .suli^e piently a Ri'[iiibliian. Doctor 
war, I>r. L. W. l'.li>s, a Surgeon of tlu* 51^1 Xl-w V<»ik jnMmc and lii> f.tmily are nu'nd)ers of ihe Methodist 
Regiment of Infantry, who had m.irrie I I )i'Cior Ji-ronie's < "liuix h ; anil in thii connecli'^n. at the earnest >o!ieita- 
elde*>t daughter, came to Saginaw, and unewt-il a jMrt- ij-m i.f ihc rn-Nidiii-^ Mlder <if the Sagi:iaw Di-triet, he 
ncr.-ship with him in the practice "f -v.igcry and mcdi- lnL.inn- tli'.- pi«i-r u:ing « oan^i 1 f'»r tlu- church at Ches- 
cine, which hail pre\i"U«.ly exi^lr-1 at 1 ruinan-'bur;^'. -.n ii:;;, in t!u- :i i.l « f kfv. I. W. May. a member c>f the 
Mrs. lUi-s dieil in 1S72, aiul I)Mit')r jLii-nu- h i-^ n«'\\ iK-ti.-u An:iu:I ( 'iMttTivu \.-, b- fure a c-immiltee of min- 
oidv four living children, -^ix nj" iln- ri:;ht by bi- tii-l \~:r. . «.i i::r - iuie I'-nfctciice. The tii.d la-»!ed thirty- 
wife h.ning died. I)oc;«n" Jer- -i:!!' ha • iM'i !»■ rn :\ >tio;i-; niiu i!aV'>. 1 :.i- I'lp lu-liiig aigunu-ut t'T the prosecution 
advocate ami >«ui>i"'rtcr of the i^iini'.-.i -ii--o!ii»i>l ^\-t«ni. \^;l, m.i b- \-\ l)i> tnr Iim'Mic. and was "a surpri>c to 
lie was in^tinm'.ntal in the c-i-.blidinicnt ot a uiii<'ii h it-ud a:id l-ic f-T its jiCiu'iration. Ingic. and ourteiv." 
school at Truman«.bnrg. a- a >nb-ii;ute for the small hinjDi jm'inc has, fur m.iny ^ear-, dealt succe>>fnlly 
district arrangcnuMil. au'l ua^ a number v\ the l5oard nnd exlen^ively in latuK, au'l \^ now one of the large 
of Kilucatiim ten \eai>. Soi-n after going lo SaL^inaw, l.in,blii»lilers in the State. He ha.s lately beionie much 
he was apj'tointed to idl a \a«.inc\ in the ^cIumiI r....ud, i;lteIe^l(^l in a;j,i icullure. and is carr\ing on a line farm 
and was after\\ard> elected t\vi> •»ucce«^ive terms. At ;i(lj;u:eiit i • \]\>- city. He i> a cimlributor to the secular 
this time, the sthofl buildings and olher kindn-'l :ip- ;iiid agricultural jire«^-> *>( the State, and correspondent 
piiintmenl^ were ^adly tlelicieni in an-^n-iiug the e Ima- ,,f ilie Sia^i' r.<ard of Health, 
tional want-, of that gH>wing ci;>. I 'o ;-.r [eriune. iu 
Company with r-lhcr mciiiber^ «•! tin- U'-.M-i, be:^ m t" 
a"itate the nece— i!\ of a lasgi- centr.il ^c!p"d building: 
and procured an-l -ub.mite I pla:i> and proj'oMli.»ns to -^y^, 

the district meeting, tailed hr that purp.-.-. Alihough il KWIS, J<HIN, of (;rcenvil!c. Michigan, wa«; born 
much oppoMli.in wa. ma le to its pu.gre^.. an edilice was ' ^| in r.e.k.hire, Franklin County. Veimont, Novem- 

completed in 1S07; which, a. a c-nnni-.n-^choMl building ^^■"-- ber 2, lS;i. Hi. parents weie Mih. and I.ncinda 
at that peii.wl, was wilh-.ut a par.dlel upon tbi., cnti- ! Lewis. His father was a de^cemlant ..f Krancis I.ewii,, 
nent; auil is to-day the i-ride and ornament of the city, .one of the sigiu-r. <if the Declaration ..f Independence; 

During hi. term of s.rxi.e, two waid bniblii.gs were and of (bnern..r Huntington, of Connc tieut. up.m his 

erected, which placed the clucalional interest, of Sagi- mother's m,I,.. Mr. I..-wi.. by force i,f circumstances, 

naw on'a sure foundation. He was largely instrumental wa. .obliged to leaNC scli-.ol at the age of thirteen, and 

in forming the Saginaw Vallev and the present State labor up-u, a \ erni..:!i farm until eighteen years of age; 

M.di.alS:cietie. ..pMicl.i-..an:'andlia. been Vice-lVe,i- at wbi- h tinu- he rlei id- d to enter a pr..le.^i..n.il life, 

dent a-.d I'reddcnt .f th.- lu:er. In iSoS he gave tlie Heliexing himM-hbe-t adapteil to the law. he c. m- 

rreMdent'-s annui.l add. e-. which wa. chiell) devoted 10 m-n. e.l t-. .:udy f-r that p.mK.d.n. He .pent two 

th;' pro,pceti^e ctabliOimenl .-f h.mu-.p'i'l'.v in the y< ar. in th- ..|,.t - . f Ib.n. Ja^p.-r Ra-il. at \\\-t iVrk- 

niedie.d department of the Cnivei-itv ..f Michigan. He dn!e;and ..„e > . ai at Si. Alb.n,. u, h,. natne smie. with 

NX-IS a lirm oppon-nt of all -eels in mejiune. haNing judge Ueckwi'!,. n-.w an emn.en: l:.w>.r m « Inc.g ., 

implicit faith in the inductive philosophy ba>ed upon Illinoi.„-and wa.s .idnniied to the b... in iS?.. 1„ ^.p- 

anahtical research. D-c-.r Jemme was deleg.ite from tend>er. .S.s.b he ,em..ved to (..ve.ndle M.ch.gan, 
Micl.i'in to the Naiinnal Association in Detroit, in . where he has resided ever since. Ihe law mm of 
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Ellsworth, Lewis vK: Sapp, of which he i.-* a member, 
ha-* been, and i^ now, the leadinjj one in Monlcalm 
County, and h.is a rcpulatii>n throujjhoiil llie Stale. 
Mr, Lewis has filled various oftict's of tru>t in State and 
church. He is a Democrat in politics, and, though 
residin^y in a Rej^ublican county, has tilled the ofVici: of 
IVosecutinjij Atlt)rney three terui> ; that of Circuit Court 
Commissioner one term; ha*i been Aldeinian <>( his citv 
for one term; a member of the ScIjo*)! i>f»ard six years; 
a canditlate for rresideniial Llecior in 1864; and for 
Kej^cnt of the State University, in l-Sjj. He is, at 
present, one of the st«»ckht)lders and the attorney of the 
(jreenville (ias-lij;ht Company. He aiilt'd larj^'idy in 
the constructii)n of the Detroit, Lansinj( and Northern 
Railroad, in the caj»acity of .snliciling and collecting 
attt>rney ; and is at this time one of the lej;al advisers 
and attorneys of said road. Mr. Lewis is (juite larjjely 
interested in real estate in (Ireenxiiiit; he built, and n<.'W 
owns, one of the finest biick l>l(jcks in the cit\ ; he i^- 
known and recojjiii/ed as an honoral»le and pujilic- 
spirited citi/cn. Like many nf the jiioncrr^ o( hi-) city, 
Mr. Lewis began life with neith«'r capital nor inllueniial 
friends; with but a limited education, havini; nolhinj; 
but his natural talent ami pif^fe-sion. Ijy marked ability j 
as a lawyer, and sterlinj; i[ualiiies as a citizen, he has 
gained wealth and inlluence; and is nuw a si'Ccimen of 
tiiat eneij^'y an«l persevcr.nice wiiicli chariu leri/e the self- 
made men of iliis ccuinlrv. A Melh^idi-t in reliL'ioU'. 
belief, he ha-i Idled the olVicC'; r»f th:il <U;i<>niination c«.>n- 
ferred upon laymen, from the lowe-.t t(» that of delegate 
to the General Conference, at lialliniore, Maryland, in 
May, 1S76. But ami(Nt the pro-^perities of life, and the 
honors conferred upon him, he is best satisfied as an 
honorable citi/cn engaged in the honorable practice of 
the profession of his choice. He married, September 
22, 1S55, Marcia A. Ellsworth, half-sister of his partner, | 
C. C. Ellsworth. They have two children, — Milo, born . 
August 25, 1S56; and Grace, born February 10, 1S59. 



These gentlemen were the pioneer lumbermen of that 
section. In 1S59 Mr. Lockwood built another mill, 
and removed to Alpena with his family. He has been 
one of the most energetic and enterprising citizens of 
the place, and has been foremost in every enterprise 
(or the dcveh^pment of that section of the Slate. He 
was Supervisor of Alpena County fr«>m 1862 to 186S, 
and a mtmiber of the Legislature during the sessions of 
1S67 and 1S6S, and 1S73 *'i"<l 1^74- ^^^ fouiidetl the 
Alpena ILirbor Comi)any, which built the hailxir; and 
was President of the company two years. He also 
organized, in 1874, the Alpena and Soulii-westcrn Kail- 
uay Company, for the jjiirpose of building a railroad 
from Alpena U) some point on the line of ihe Jack>on, 
Lansing and Snginaw lN.ailroa<l; but it has not yet been 
const ructe<l, allhough active efforts are still being made. 
Mr. Loikwooil has been Tresident of the company since 
January. 1870. 



■•o*- 



'^ yOCKWOOD, JAMES K., of Alpena, Michigan, 



I 



\; was born in Ottawa County, Ohio, near San- 
C^J^ dusky, July 31, 1S22. Jle resided in Sandusky, 
and was engaged in the drug business there until 1848, 
\vhen he removed to Port Huron, and spent ten years 
in manufacturing lumber. In 1855 he made a lour 
through the Lower Peninsvda of Michigan, for the pur- 
pose of seeking pine lands. .'Xfterwards, in conneclicm 
with Messrs. George N. I'lelcher. John S. Minor, and 
others, he purchased several sections of land in Alpena 
County, In 1857 Mr. Minor and Mr. Lockwood began 
there the work of l'>gging; and, at the same time, built 
the tirst saw-mill in that region, called the Island Mill. 



ii. AXGWOKTHV, DANIEL A., M. D., iJay City. 
^fy Michigan, was born in Westerly, Rhode Island, 
v^.v"' January 3, 1832. He is the fust son in a fam- 
ily of six children, wln^^e jiarents were John A. Lang- 
worthy an<l Kli/.i (Lewis) Langworthy. He is of 
English descent, belonging to the seventh generation of 
Lnnijworthvs in America; who, as far as their history 
cna be trace<l, are noted for sobriety and uprightness, 
not one worthless character having ever disgraced the 
rectinl. They are also remarkable for hiUgevity; Mr. Lang- 
wt.^rthy'sgreat-giandfather wa^a soldier in the Revolution- 
ary W ar, and liveil to be eighty-four years of age. On the 
maternal side, his family is intellectual and accomplished, 
but short-lived. His grand-parents were influential 
throughout the New England States, and were closely 
identified with the denomination of IJaptists. \Vlien he 
was six vear.s old, liis father's family removed to AI- 
leghany County, New York, where he received a gram- 
mar schoid and academic education, graduating from 
Alfred Academy in 1854. In 1856 he commenced the 
study of medicine under the preceptor^hip of Dr. George 
H. Taylor, of New York City; ami in March, i860, he 
graduatetl from ihe New York College of I'hysician.s and 
Surgeons. He immediately began j^raclice with Dr. 
Tayhir, and was soon enabled to pay the debt contracted 
for his education. In iSoi he entere«l the army .is a 
j^rivale in the 85ih New York Regiment, declining all 
commissions, either in the ranks or upon the medical 
statr. He accom|>anied (ieneral Mct'lellan's army, and, 
• luring that trying jieninsula campaign, rendered excel- 
lent service on the field and in the hospital. April 3, 
1862, he was promoted to Kirst Lieutenant; and, on the 
25th of August, was made Captain. When General 
McClellan "changed base,*' the 85ih New \'ork Regi- 
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ment went to SnflTolk. Virj;ini.i, iin<ler the conim.iiul of 
Cit'ijcral Peck, ami iriiiainc'l until l)fi:i:nil)fr, when they 
inarcbe<l inio Ndrili i'arolinn, for tl>e j>ur]>i^>;e of joining 
an expedition to (loUUhorouj^Ii, muler (ieneral Foster. 
In Se[)teniber, 180^, lie wa-* sent Norlli, mi con^crij)t 
<luty, relurninj; to e:nnii at riymoulh, North (.'arnlina, in 
Ajiril, lSn4, where he arrivc<l just in time 10 be made 
jui.'.oncr, with the entire command at thai j)oint. They 
were taken to Aiider-^onville, but NVirts, the (ierman in 
command of the jMi*»on, refused to take I'harj^e of any 
]iri>oners who hehl a commission. The oflicers were 
then sent to Macon, (.ieor^ia, where many weeks were 
s])cnt in tuniielinj; for the pur]>ose of niakinj^ an e.-ca]»e. 
After <ligL;ing with their h:iiids an«l pieces of wood 
several tunnels, one of which was two feel in dianieler 
and one hundred feet in leni^tli, they wrre e\pti>cil liv 
one of their own numlier, a Mi^souriaii. In July, witli 
hundreds of other officers, he w;i>» l.ikrn t" I "lar!e^li»n. 
South ("arolina, ancl jd.jccil in ihe jnwir j-'iiti^n "f the 
citv to shield it from the Tnion L;un««. llt-re tlu-v re- 
iiiaine<l until the latter part of ^eptenilier, when ihey 
were sent to Colunibia. on acc>'UMi ff tlie yill'.»w fever, 
which raged in (. harle>li»n at that time. Mr. 1 a?'g- 
worthvVs entire time, from the I'irst dav !ie eut'-re-l iMi>-»n. 
was occupied in devi-.inj; some jilan i»f e■^(.■.lpe. At ("ti- 
lumbia he delei-mine<l to jiiit hi^ pl.ni inin e\ecuiion. 
before they were encircled by the ( 'unfeilirate re;^ula- 
tion stockade; accjiidin-^ly, with l"ur nf his cnnna«le.s, 
he passed the first j^uard line .it nij;lil, live sirntinel> be- 
ing in sight, and t«»i»k to tlu' wood-. .\<»tw iilwlandini; 
their cautious movements, a |»ack of h'tunds were sofui 
up<»n their track, but were di\erted from the ]<i;rsuit 
several limes by the usv: of pepper, g.olie, and liii ju mine, 
which they hail carefullv sa\iil t'nr that |iurpM-.e. Taking .1 
liorlheasterly ctuise thr«ingh the t.uigled >w.inip«« al-Mi:; 
the Saluila River, in S«».JtIi * aiulina. anil pasvjui^ nver the 
Alleghany and Tilue Kid;^e Mitnnl.iin-*. they indureil six 
Weeks of untold haid.-^liips befi're they rcMched the 
Union lines, in Ka^i Tennessee. l)uring their llighl, 
thev avoide<l every per-nn, e\en the contrabaiuN, ii«'l 
«leeming it safe to be seen; they had no fire-arnis what- 
ever, and so coubl |»rotect ihenisrivcs from no nne; they 
subsisted upon hanl torn and nuts, scarcely <laring to 
make even a sinoiheretl fire t«» cook potal«ies. 'J heir cs- 
ca])C fri'm the piison, and their many narr«"W' escapes 
during the .six weeks' Jouiney, they regard as truly 
rro\iilenlial, and almost inirai:uli»Us. ( )ne day, when in 
the mountain»i, thev received a \ollev from a companv 
of Confeiierale ^ddiers. Mr. I.angwoi ih\ 's narration i> 
of the greatest inten'st, and he has often rcj-eated it to 
large circles of attentive listener-., lie* re.uhed home 
on the 20th of -November, his term h.i\ing expireil some 
months previous, lie imniirliately reported for duly, 
and was relumed to North (arnlina. where lie remained 
until January, 1S05, when he was obliged to retire from 



the serxice, on account of disease contracted while in 
]>rison. Mr. I, .iiig worthy rendered excellent service in 
the battles of Vnikiovvn, Williamsburg, Savage Station, 
Fair C'aks, MaUern llilN, (lobUliorough, and Plymouth. 
After his di-chargc, he returned to New York City, 
where he remained only a few months. Hi-, health com- 
pelling him to seek another climate, he went West in the 
I fall of iS6('), with a brother-in-law, A. J. ("ooke, in 
' search of a location. Thev <lecided to settle in Hav 
1 1. ily, Michigan, and entered into a partnership, which 
wa^ tlie fdiniation of the mercantile firm of Cooke & 
I I.an^wonhv. 'Ihe business w.as carried on under this 
name until 1S74. when Mr. Komer was made a partner, 
anrl ihe n.une of ihe firm — now one of the largest and 
nio-l ]iro-per«»iis in the city — was changed to that of 
iO"ke \ ( II. Mr. Laii'jvvorthv is the tiiiancial member 
iif the tinn ; ai:d, by his integrity and promptness, has 
wi'ii l!.e re-j ei ! ai:«l esteem of his fcllow-cili/ens. lie 
i^ an .icii\<' niend»er n{ the Kpiscopal Church. In poli- 
: ties, hi- i- a Ki publican, but ha^ no political as]>irations. 
On the 51I1 I'f J.iniiary. iSo4, he was married to Miss 
. Sar.ih I'lelle ' ' oke, of I'lniira, New ^'ork. 
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AIIIRor. (.KOKCK APr.OTT, M. D., Fast 
Saginaw, Michigan, is a descendant of the old 
C ^''- Puiitan >t«uk, bi-ing of the ninth generation of 
ancesiDis who came to this country in 1034. lie is the 
s«m of Soh'mon and S«'phia (I'omeroy) I.alhrop. and 
was born <»n the iSth nf .Mai\h, 1S22, at West Spring- 
fieltl. Mn-s;ii hiisetl^. wheie his father was a prominent 
law\er I-t some veais. In iS;o he removed his family 
ti» M.iciimb <'.iiintv, Michii^an. Ilis grandfather was a 
]<raciii ir.g j-h\si*i.in in the same jdace for many >ear^. 
His i:reai-i:ran«iralher was a I )oclor iif iMxinilv, bein;; 
line of the mo>t eminent of his <lay. I>oct'»r 1 alhrop 
recci\e«l the greater po.M'in of his education umler the 
in-lruclion of hi> fuller, win* was a giadviate of ^'ale 
<.'i liege; and «;ta>lua:ed il Womlsiock, Wrnioiu, in 
1S47. He slU'lii«l with I'r^ fi".si.r Parker in New \'ork, 
whin- he attended his fir • course of lectures, lie 
tommenced ihe practice «»!" m. li» ine in Michigan, where 
he remaim-d until iS.pi, when he removed tn St. l.onis, 
Missniiri, continuini: in thai citv two vears; after which 
he went to I'aliroinia, .md engaged in the duties of his 
profe^^ion for two years. He then renio\ed to (>I\mpia, 
the capital «»i \Vashingt-»n Territory, being the tiist 
practicing physician in the Terril<»ry. After a resilience 
of ihrire ve.os in <>l\nipi.i. during which time he gave 
satisfaction to all who receive«l the benefit of his ]iro- 
fe-sinnal ser\ i' es, he relurned to Michigan in iSsj;, 
locating at Fast Saginaw. Peing well versed in ge«jlogy. 
Doctor I.athrop became satisfied, by thorough seientilic 
investigation, of the exi.stence and value of salt deposits 
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in Michigan. In 1859 he made the fir^t successful at- 
tempt in boring for .salt-water and the manufacture of 
salt in East Saginaw; and, by his indomitable persever- 
ance, succeeded in organizing a company known as the 
East Saginaw Salt Manufacturing Company. In July, 
1S60, the works were in complete operation. The suc- 
cess of this company stimuhited further efforts, and the 
result is already known to the world. The investments 
in ihc manufacture of salt in the Saginaw Valley amount 
to over three millions of dollars, sixty-six companies 
having been organized in the brief space of four years; 
the total product of the past year was five hundred and 
twenty-nine thousantl and seventy-three barrels. To 
Doctor Lalhrop alone, is due the credit of inaugurating 
and developing the salt interest of the Stale. He cast 
his vote with the Republican party until 1876, when he 
voted in favor of the Democratic candidate f»'r Presi- 
dent. He was the first to sign the call to the Whig 
Convention in the Territory of Washington, and vottd 
also at the first election held in California. \\v was 
twice a candidate for Mayor of the city of Fast Sagi- 
naw ; but, in each instance, \\as defeated. He held the 
position of City Comptroller, and also that of Alderman 
for two terms of office. His religious training was in 
the New England Puritan school ; but he has since 
ado])ted more liberal views. Doctor I.aihrop's first wife 
was a daughter of John Derby, a j)rominent merchant 
of East Saginaw for a number of years. After her 
death, he married a daughter of Norman Liille, the 
pioneer and founder of East Saginaw. He was aKo 
called to mourn her death. He has one son, who is 
at the Military Academy at Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Doctor Lathrop is a practical geologist, and a gentleman 
of varied scientific attainments. He has a genial nature 
and admirable social qualities, which will make him 
missed by a large circle of friends and acquaintances, 
as he is about to become a resident of the citv of Detroit. 



V1^:.1'v'EE, CHARLES. Lumberman, East Saginaw, was 
born in Vorkshire County, England, Decein- 
<!^^/'- ber II, iiSii. His father, Charles Lee, was an 
Englishman, and was engaged in general mercantile 
bu.siness. His mother, Itelsey (Vaux) Lee, was of 
French descent. He received a fair educatii^n in the 
common schools of Vorkshire County; but, though he 
learned quite readily, did not care to follow literary 
pursuits. He was fond of manual labor; and, when not 
in school, was busy in his father's store. At the age 
of sixteen, he commenced learning the tailor's trade; 
but, after a year and a half, became dissatisfied, and 
found employment on a farm. In 1830, in company 
with his brother, he came to America, and stoj>ped at 



Lisbon. New York. He worked for Ju<lge Livingston, 
on a farm, for a few months; after which he found 
employment in a brewery, in Og«lensburg, New Vork. 
In iSj2 he accompanied his parents, who had lately 
come from England, to Detroit, Michigan. After accu- 
mulating a small amount of money, by working by the 
month, he purchased eighty acres of uncultivated land 
where (.'irosse Point is now situated, on which he settled. 
Here he and his brother erected a wind saw-niill, pro- 
pelling it by a win<l-mill seven stories high. They ran 
the mill for a short time; but, finding the wind-power 
unsatisfactory, procured a steam-engine, which was a 
great improvement. It is now owned by Mr. Lee's son- 
in-law, anil is doing good work. In 1841 Mr. Lee com- 
menced the manufacture of brick, near Detroit, at the 
place now known as Lecsville. He carried on this busi- 
ness, with profit, for twenty-one years, supplying a great 
portion nf llie Detroit demand, and shipping large quan- 
tities to other parts of the St.ate. During this time, he 
continued his agricultural pursuits, imj>roving and add- 
ing to his farm until he owned three hundred acres of 
improved land, some of which has since been sold for 
five hundred dollars j)er acre. In 1S63 he disposed of 
his property in Leesville, and removed to East Sagi- 
naw, where he entered into copartnership with Maxwell 
Fisher in purchasing two saw-mills and three hundred 
acres of pine land, at a cost of twenty-one thousand dol- 
lars. Twi) years later, he ]>aid Mr. Fisher twenty-two 
thousand dollars for his interest. He owns the build- 
ing Used as the Aca<lemy of Music in East Saginaw, 
besides other city j^roperty ; and is a stockhohler and 
orjc of the Directors of the I'asl Saginaw Savings Hank. 
In 1S54 he hehl the j>osition of Treasurer of Antrim, 
Wayne County, Michigan. He was once the Whig can- 
didate for St.itc Senatfir, and ran ahead of his ticket, but 
was defeated by a small number of votes. He joined 
the Odd-Fellows in 1S70; and has also been a mem- 
ber of various temj>erance organizations, and a zealous 
worker in their cause. He has encouraged by his sup- 
port all public enterprises that lende*! towards the ail- 
vancement of his town. He cast his first vote for .\n- 
<lrew Jackson, in 1S32: an«l voted with the Whigs until 
the organization of the Republican party, since which 
time he has been an ardent a<lvoeale of Republican 
l>rinciples. December 20, 1S35, he married Miss Eliza- 
beth Hoof. They had eight chililrrn, r»nly three of 
whom survive. Mrs. Lee tlicd in November, 1S47. 
Mr. Lee was marrie«l, again, June 15, 1848, to Miss 
Jennie Sterett, daughter of William Slerelt. of Leesville. 
She died December 15, 1S50, leaving two children. Mr. 
I^ee was married to his j)rescnt wife. Mi-»s Charlotte 
Bye, daughter of James Rye, of England, August I, 
185 1. They have had ten children, seven of whom are 
living. Mr. Lee has been an enterprising, har»l-working, 
successful business man. 
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'i^YlARSTON, ISAAC, Ray Ciry, JxkiUc of the 
' Tl •*^"P'*'-"™^ Court of Michii^'aii, \\ar» \u,ni January 
r^ V .'2. iS,^9, at Poyiit/pars Ci-.unty Armnj;h, Irc- 



If Ciatiot C'Minty seemed a ficM in which ihe harvest 
was iliiii ami tlic slicavcs .small, I'.av (.itv. fi>r a tiinir, 
thrcattMiiHl no h:ir\c.st at all. Kor tiinc months, the 



land. His father, Thomas M.ir.-ton, was of j ^'"^'>t'*'""* y*"";; lawyer neither saw a client, nor re- 
F.ngli^h descent, and the owner of a small estate — in j <^'-"^^'^^^ <mic dollar for serviee<. This, to a man \\ho>e 
fee — in Ireland, siilVicieni to support a family of ! '^"l'^ aciiwisiiion was a wife, was not encoiiiayinj;. A 
moderate wants; hut, as his hahits were somewhat J'^l^^' bu-intss fell into hi^ liaihK, at the end of that 
extravajjant, ami the pri«le t)f his class would ni>t per- ti'"c, which was so pronijilly and faithfully d«»ne, that 
mit him to en^vi^e in biisinos, his property was, at hi> I ^^ beecime the nucleus »»f a n^pfclalde practice. In 



decease, so encundiered as to be of little value. His 
family were left nearly without means; but his Miilow. 



iSO^ -Mr. Mai. -.ton entered int-) parinerMhi]> with Her- 
schel H. H.itih; and. in iS;.!, by the admis*.ii»n of 



Amelia Marston, was of the vijjorous and stunlv N'-rth M-''j4'^'" ■^« ''«'«'ley, the firm beiame Mar-ton, Hatch & 
of Ireland stuck. — of a family rem.ukal»!e f-r eneii^v i* •••■Ity. Ihe jjublic appreLialii)n nf .Mr. -Marston's abil- 
and lonj;evity. Her natural business (jiialitlca::<ins wt i..> iiy *K\;K«-d him, successively, to Jiisticc of the I'cace, 
excellent. With uncommon force (if ihar.utrr. -he. l'")-eeuiiiiL; .Vtt-rney fur the county, and City Att<'rncy. 
succeede'l in maintaiuinf; and edvRaiiii;^ In r childr. n j Wliih: [r.siici: «"f the I'eace, as a member of the Town 
respectably, and aj>prenticcd her sun. at the a^e i.f " I'-^nd. he piMf-irmed important serviie, — in tilling the 
thirteen, to a j;rocer, with whom he rcm.iine'l tIj?i-i.- l'H\ii>?ii]) (pioia. under the President's call fur trtJops, 
years. As the Ijoy matured, he n:itural!v l....l,o.| hi.- j Hi^ i!a:ii:> a.'^ rroMcutin;^ Atl'»rney were ciiscicntiously 
yond the little neij^hlMirhood, for a w i Ur :i. 11. ii::i- . 'ii-^ I'-'i^i ■■ : lie spaieil no I'.iir i.U«jrt to biinj; a real 
belter suited to his ambition. He d<i.:-!t 1 t., irv t|i,. ■ «'tiV iim r i-i ju-titi-, bat always leiu^ed to pioseciue, 
New Worhl, to which, in iSv, ho eniiLir.iti-l. -"i-.l 1„>. iwlnii I,.' ili,! in.i bilirve it to be vlenianded bv eiiuilv. 
gan liis career on alarm, in S.iuthlulil, (»aKl.i!i.| (t-uiitx. ' 1'""' i''^^:*'' "t the iiini bi»..nu' very Iai';e. hnpurtant 
Michii;an. Here, for the jtiltance *>( i;i:ie d-.ilars ;• ' ca.-'^ w«if L.-ii-ia:i'ly ii<ji;;ri:ii^ their attention: and 
month, he worked to tnabli- liini-»If t.i aid ti l-i- ' ilu::i ^l.ill in li".-- han-i.-tm ui i.f ihoe j;ave them, as 
knowleilge, by furihiT atiri:viai:i.e at -<.ht.-nl. He -up- carl\ a- iSoo, a H';'Ul \ii.>ii thio i^lu.ni the Male. In 1S7] 
plemented his educati-u by ria'linj^, wi;h avidity, j -^l'- M-i:^'"n v\-i-- in the >;:;te i.Vi;i-latuie ; and. the 



wdialever biioks fell intn hi.-, h.iiid-. An ..-\irllii-.t me!nni\ 
retaine«l all that he thus j^athere-.l. in 1-^50 lu- t:tir-'!ie-; 
him.^elf as a student at Ann Arb«'r. Hi< wljulo >t..v.k 
I'f money con*.i<»teil of thirty dulLiiN; l.iit in- am' \:i<-\ 
and hi", will wi-re ni»t t-i be che-.Kiil bv a::v ■■b-J.i. le. 
"Where thne'.-. a will, there's a way* pri-\id a tact in 
hi> ca.-e. The re-idenl piofe-^-.ttr in the law .-lIi""!, niw 
hid^re t.'otdev. pi-i\ i'ietl wi'ik, bv w hi: h t'e v.mu «' ^lu'ient 
defrayed his e\peii«e-.. licrj", while a (liIiL;enl simlent. 



t.i'.lfu i:i:; \«ar, >m tlie ru.- !j.:r.aliiiM «'t Altomev-deneral 
Hail, Wi.-i ..pp-iii:» d, by (mveni.M- I{aj;ley, i(» till the 
vacaii».y. A lai-e .■.m'/Uiil id" bu-iness awaited him. 
He -li-'er :iii;.id ;h..t nt^ihini; >h(ia'.il be left in arrears 
wliiii h:-. Umu t\|i!\d. in January, iMrh, a vaeaney 
■.Miaii.'l I J lu: ' i:.ie <it Jii-ti«.e n| the Suj-ienie ('ourt, 
bv ;ii'- il-. .'..■■•1 1.1 Ju'ii;e i liii-iianc\ to the Senate; 
.:ti.l, aim •1 li\ r.iiiiniun C'in>eiil, Mr. Mar.^ton was 
i.oMiisau d and ilo«tcd. He lonk hi-* seat in Apiil. 



his g'lod Jiature an-.l ri-aly wit wmi manv frini-U. H,< (hi ih'.; l-nuh. he found two i»f his j-receplois, and, 
giadualeil in iS<')l, anil it is pr-'baldy -ate i'» ^av that ! ii;i!>'J'-illy. hi-. a-.-iMTati'»n< were exceeilingly pUa-ant. 



few men ever went thiMr.:;h n'lle;;e with le--: in.ijuv i-r 
harder wi>rk. ^six mi-nth.-* *\ law pr,:ctiie, at Alma, 
<Iratiol C'lunlv, added l«^ the nund-tr nf hi-. fii.-n-U. 



Ill- w.is liilij^i-nt ami lailhlal in the ili-charge of his 
duiiiN. lli«, i-pinimi- wi-ie alwavs th-ar and ftin ible. as 
he aimed at sliLUi^th rather than {.uli-h. In jxilitics. 



but did not enrich him llnaniiall). [\.\'\ mi hi- tern-, Judge Marst-m ha^. alwa\.-» beiu a Kepublican, but he 
perameiU been naturally bu"yant, anil h?s iletnmin.itinn I h.is never lelt him-elt bnund by iiominali'ins which he 
unciinipierable, lie would have j;i\eii up in ile-pair. j could not appri-ve. In 1.^70, w Inn the Ct"iij;re->ional 
At the chi^e of a few m-'iiths' waitiii;.^ Inr clirtit-;, his Ct»nventi"n i.i-miii.iled a man whom he lHlie\evl unlit, 
ofiice, with such books anil \aluaidr-. as he had ol- he ilenoanictl ilu- aciion, and [unmi-ed t«> deleat it if 
Iccted, was consumed by tire. Mill furihiT tiial t-f I p":..-ible. Hi- ;-!"-mi-e he w.i-n able t'» fvdliil. 'i"he 
Gratiot t.'uunty, at Ithaca, in ]'arnui.-hip with M'-t s ■ •■ b-iy fii:m hay." a^ In- w a- di-ri-^ively terrnvd, tt»ok the 
Tompkins, proved that it was nut. at that time, a suit- ' >liim[> in Li\-r ut an in li pendent candidate. His 
able place for the e\eru-e nt his lali-nis. Tli«- ]>npiila- ■ etnMi.;y i.;a\e him a lar}.;i' I'mH.i^^ in;^ in hi<oun party, 
tion was sniall, the litigation limitid. and lh«" liw ca-sc^ and mabled him to suninl in his ellort. l hi'> ludt led 
tried were geneially mauag<'«l by ctun-rl li.-m abmatl. many to piediet his judiiial o.-;i.ici-m. but iIkv proved 
While at Ithaca, his man ia-e to 1 nii"i\ Salli\an, ol lal-e projdirl^. J iid;.;r Mai-i^-n j-.-iiud the Ma.-ons, at 
Southlleld, t"ok place: an t\eut whuh .iddi-l gnail\ one liim-, tlvi»ngh pie->. of w.)i k ha- pie\ e unl hi- j-ersijual 
to hi- hajij)ine.-s. He rcmo\cd lo I'ay ( i:\ in iSoj. ' mtru -t l-u -ome >«..ii.-. The St. I'aiiuks Socieiv, of 
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y City, made him llu'ir PrcMdent, an«l be has hccn j Mayor of that city, and re-elected in 1875 and 1S76. In 
clTicicnt olticer; he ha> hib<Mcd earnoNily, and wiih j April, 1S77, he was elected, on the State Republican 

ticket, one of the Regents of the University of Michi- 
{;:in, for a term of ei^jht years, commencing January I, 
1S7S. 



groat -success, to make this a society in which all Iri'^h- 
Aniericans can meet on a ground of common brother- 
hood, and ceUi»iale one day in the year, with a mantle 
of good fellowship ca^t over all dilkienies in religious 
crceils or political as-ccialions. Judge Mar>ion, in 
infancy, was ba]ili/ed into the Church of England. lb* 
now attends the rre-byterian Church. Though m.-iking 
no profe^ion of faith, he recognizes the ordinary ob- 
servances (^f Chii^tian peojde; and his inilueuce i•^ 
alwavs in favi>r ^»f morality, sohrieiy, and goo«.l order. 
His moilier lives to enjoy his crlebrity. His excellent 
wife, and four children, constitute a househohl upon 
which the sun of aHection and cheerfulness perpetually 
shines. Judge Mar-'ton's frieinls look upon him as >till 
growing and expanding in intellect, an«l contidenlly 
predict that hi> career as a judge will be iincea^in^ly 



-•c* 




VDONELr., IIOX. ARCIlinALD, of IJay City, 
Michigan, was born in St. Andrew's, county 
. /-^" of S)dney, Nova Sd'tia, January I, 1S33. lie 
^ is the son of Donald and Mary (McDonald) 
McDunell. Ili:^ father was born on the Atlantic Ocean, 
while his parents were on their passage from Inverness, 
Scotland. Mr. McDonell received a grammar-.'-chool 
training. Me taught in his native province and in 
We-lern Canada for three year<; a!id then so success- 



full v in voted his earnings in business as to realize 
honorable to himself, and beneficial to the Male of hi■^ ■ ^.,j thou>and dollars by the time he was twenty-five 



ado[)iion. 



J'ALTZ, OEORGE L., of Alpena, Michigan, was 
: born in Ihooklyn, New York, .Sej)teinber 30. 
i,^. y * 1X42. lie removed to Detroit, Michigan, villi 
'•''' his parents, in 1846, anil re-^iikd there until 
1S72. He was educated in the j)ublie ^choid-; of that 
city. When sixteen years of age, he was a]ip'.inted 



viars old. This sum he invi->ted in a cargo of wheat, 
whiLh he h^^t by the wreck of a ves-el on J.ake Huron. 
In 1S50 he entered the law sihi.xd of the Michigan 
Cniver>ily, and graduated in the "Spring nf iSGl. In 
the fallowing June, he removed to Hay (. ity; and. dur- 
ing the Iir•^t three month>, was ii>.sociaied with Hon. A. 
C. Maxwell in his l:vw office. He then enteied into 
partnership with the bite Judge Gricr, just then entering 
upon his jir<>fe->ion. When Mr. Gricr was elected to 
the bench, Mr. McDonell was, for some time, a.-oo- 



Tickct .Airent of the Grand Trunk Railway. .At theici.iied with Ceorire V. Cobb, now a prominent lavvxer 



commencement of the civil war, he re>igneil his poM 
tion, and enlisted as a private in Coni|)any I, 4th Regi- 
ment Michigan Infantry. May, iSoi. He served ihiec 
years, and rose to be commandant of Crimjiany K: and 
was sub.-equenlly appointed Adjutant of his regiment 
until the expiration of liis term of service. He was 
wounded at the battle of Mechanicsville, during the 
seven <lay.N' fight before Richmond, and taken prisoner 
in the hospital at Savage Station; he was confined in 
Lib by prison, Richmoml, for two months, after which 
lie was ext:hanged, and returned to his e«»mniand. June 
3, l.%4, a few days j^revious to his leaving the service, 
during Grant's campaign before Richmond, he was 
again wounded, ami was incapacitated fnmi further 
duty; he was, accordingly, mustered out of service with 
his regiment, June 30, 1S64. Upmi his return to De- 
troit, he was apjiointeil .•\s>i^tant Asscs>f)r of Internal 



of r.ay City. Ih- is now one «»f the Hrni o[ McDonell 
iS: Man. Mr. McDonell has been elected Supervisor of 
the ward in whieh he live^. City Attorney, Alderman, 
and .Mavor of P.av <.'iiv. He held the oifice of Circuit 
Court Commissioner f«^r Hay County from 1S62 to iSdb; 
and was a member of the Democratic Slate Cmnmittee 
from the fall of 1S74 to that of 1876. He was Treas- 
urer and Secretary of St. Andrew's So« iety of Uay 
County while that organization existed. He i.> rre>iilent 
of the lisv i'f.untv IJar A>sociaiion; ami of the Doanl 
of Trustees of the llav <'iiv I'viblic Library. In a few 
months alter lii:> anival in r»ay t ily, he manifested the 
usefulnes-, of hi-* prattiial bu«.ine*> training, not only in 
the inanagennMit «>1 the bu-ine^s intrusted to him as a 
lawyer, but in the building up f)f an indepemlent finan- 
cial position. He i-. c<in<iilerid one of the weallhiol 
men in I'-ay City; and his residence is one of the finest 
Revenue, and, afterwards. Cashier of the Internal Rev- | there. Mr. .Mcr>onell has always maintaine*! an honor- 
cnuc Othcc ; which j)Ositions he held live years, being nble jiosition in Day City. He has a reputation second 
accountable to the GovtTnment for upwards <jf eight to no lawyer in the State for professional knowledge, 
millions of dollars. In 1S72, with tlu: indorsement i.if practical ability, an<l con--cienlii>u-, pain-taking niunage- 
thc bankers and business men of Detri»it, he rem'«vi:d " meiit (»f ca.^es. He has been twice married. His hist 
to Alpena, Michigan, and fouiuled the Lxchangc IJank ' wife, Mary Ann C"ar>on, of (.ambiidgepiMt. Mas>achu- 
of (jcorge L. Maltz & Co.; being the picmeer banker setts, died in 1862. He mariied. in 1803. Mary J. Day, 
of that section of the State. In 1874 ^c was elected • a native of .St. LawieuLe County, New York. 




RKPRESEXTATIVE MKX OF MICHIGAN. 

XCOMHICK, (iEORCiK, of (Irccnville. Mont- ' kins rounty, and was engaged, for the greater part of 

calm (.\mnty, wa-i horn in Kiiulcihook, Now six ycar-i, in paiicrn-niiikiiig. In 1S53 he formed a 

*- Yc»rk, October 4, iSoi, and is of Scoich-Iri^h ]iartner>hip to enter the carriage bn>iness with a rela- 



-^^ ancestry. In 182 1 liis father's family, con- 
si5»ling of eight sons and two <lauglilers, moxcd to a 
farm at Greenfield, Saratoga County, New York. There 
Mr. Macomher remained until he was twenlv-two vear-^ 



tive in I)unnerville, Canada. Two yt-ars after, he sold 
his intere-'t, and removed to Ea^t Saginaw, Michigan, 
where he again engaged in jiattern-making. In 1S57 
he invented the Milkr rule f«-ir measuring lumber. This 



of age, wlien he bought a farm in I'erry, \V)<Mning • proved a good invention, an<l brought such large sales 
County. Karniing and Npeculaling occupied hi-* time tliai he went into the manufaclurijig bu^iness, from 
until 1841; when, with his family, lie renmxLil t«» Ma- which he derive<l a fair competence. In 1S61 he was 
comb County, Michigan. He h.id married, in i8j?l, | cK-t ted Supervi>.or: and, though nominated for a second 



Lucinda Ijarnes, a ilaughter of a New Vnrk fanner. 
He settle«l on a farm in (.linton, and engaged in «jpcfu- 
laiing in wool and j>ine land".. H»*re he ri'^idcd (t>r m"re 
than thirty vears: when, his wife's hiaUh bccMninj: 
impaired, and the management ««f a large faiin gvnving 



term, resigned, and accepte«l tiie office of Superintendent 
of the I'-xir, Mhich he hcM until October, 1S75. In 
iSfiJ he became lu.^iice «»f the Peace, and has continued 
lo ludd that oltice. March 20, 1875, he was admitted 
to the bai- a> an ait-trney. In 1^43 he joined the >ociety 
burdensome as he ad\aiKeil in \eai«., he «leiidetl upnn "t < >dd-lello\\-s, an«l is a member of East Saginaw 



a change of re^-idence. Accuidir.gly, in 187?, he re- 
moved to the city of fireen\ille, and tK'vr.te«l hi^- time 
to the management of his pi«ij)eity. which I hen con- 
sisted principally of real estate >C(iirilies, li.iuk >t"( k, 
etc. In the autumn of lS7(). tlie family was talhil ujj-u 



l.o'U'e. lie h.i-. aUva\s attended tlie I'aptist Lhurch. 
He wa^ a nieiiiber of the ^^hig j'arty until 1S54; since 
that time he has been a Re[uiblii.an. In 1S4I he mar- 
TJiil Nancy M. Miller. wIm died >o.in after. His pre>cnt 
Wife \\a> Mi-'S l!l'/a I. .\ti\\ '•■•d. Thev have had six 



to sustain the lo^s <if the much l')ve«l wile and niotlur. , cl.iMun, four ni \vli«'m aie living. In all atVairs of a 



I 



After her death, .Mr. Mactmiber ilecide'l \i> tran-fer hi> i-iiblii nature with which Mr. Miller has been idenliricd, 
property ami bu-'ine^s to his children, which lie acc-ul- j he has di«.chaigeil hi^ duty laiihfuUy. By his untiring 
ingly dill in 1877. In Mr. Macoml-erVs j.-.liiiial views, ' iridii-«try, un.swei viiig lidelity, and habitual promptness, 



as in his liusine>s life, there have been few changes. 
In hi-* yi.iuth, he was an <»ltl-line \Vhi^^ He j-uuliI the 
Republican party at its i^rgani/.ui«>n, and ha^ cast hi> 
vciie with that jiarty up to the present time. Mr. Ma- 
ci-nd^er h.is two children, — a son and a dauq^hter. His 
son, Allen M., resides at I.akexiew, wheie he h.-.s been 
in bu-ine.ss for several \ears; hi^ daughter is the wile 
of William Coitrell, of (iicenxille: auil with her Mi. 
MaC'.imber now reside;, reeling I'n.ini the cares tif a busy 
life. He has ne\er sought or held j>ublic office; and, 
in his tlealings with his fellow-men, ha-> eudea\ore<l to 
strictly f«»ll'jw the Gi»hlen Rule. 



he has gained the esteem of the community. 



—<Z'*- 
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lELER, HEZEKIAH, Lawyer and Justice of 

the IVa-e, i^f I'la-t Saginaw, was born in r>e<l- 

■ fi.ird, NN e-tche>ter County, New Voik, March 

17, 1820. His mi it her. Hannah ( Na-h j Miller, 

was a native of r'aiilield, Connceiiiut. \l\^ lather, 

Hiram Miller, was a farmer of Wotchesler County, New 



AIHEN, WH.LIAM TERRY. M. D, of Alpena, 
was born in Ouebec, Canada, March 15, 1S41. 
His father, Juscph Maiden, w.is Major of Artil- 
leiy in the Uriiish service. He received his 
I'viniary e«lucatiun at Kigiapolis (."uUege (Catholic), at 
Kingsinn, (^an.ida. When ipiite young, lie learned tele- 
giaphy, and, fur three or fnur years, wurked a> telegraph 
operator and lick.'l agent on the Grand Trunk Railway, 
tilling various otlice^ of trust during the lime. He com- 
menced the stud) of medicine at (JueenS Cniver-ity 
Medical C'lUege, in October, 1S58, and graduated in 
1861. Afierwanls, w hile in New York * iiy, he passed an 
exaininati'tn an«l toi-k an iiii tUNiiVtu ilegree frum ]'>ellevue 
llo>pi:al MediLal Ctillege. lUiiing the first vi ar of the 
late wai. he went to Washington, fur the purp«">e of 
securing a po-iiivin in a ho>pital as assistant surgeon ; 
but, as iheie was a great demand for telegraph i-perators, 
he was induceil to accept ^uch a pi'siijon, in the War 



York. His parents died when Mr. Miller w.is «iuite 
voung; and he went to live with his umle. He at- j l>epar:meiit. f.tr ab-'ut six mi»nihs, after which he was 
tended the common schools of New York until he was placed in il^ii-e nf the Militarv Telegraph Hepaitnienl, 
seventeen, and was then apprenticed ti) learn the car- at Alexamlria. Yiiginia, for four months. He then 
pcnter and joiner's trade. After wi^rking at his traile received the appoiatnient of aciing A»istant Suigeon 
for about seven years, he went to New Ytiirk, where he! Cnited Stale- -\imy. and wa- asMgiie-l to duly in Wolf 
remained one year. In 1845 he went tn Giolon, "Tomp- , Stiect General Ho>piiaI, in .\le\andria. He was m.ide 
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Assi'^t.int Surge«jn in 1863, and was ordered to remain 
on duty at the same ho^ipitill, occasionally being sent to 
diflfcrent points in the Army of the Potomac. In July, 
1864, he took charge of Dangcrficld Post Hospital, 
Virginia, in the defenses of Wasliington, and remained 
there until the clos.e of the war. J)uring the time he 
war. in the service, while visiting hi)>pilals, he was 
thrown from a hor^e and his hip was severely injured, 
afterwards cau>ing him serious trouble. In July, 1865, 
he settled in Alpena, Michigan, being the rir>l j)hysician 
in the place. lie has continued to reside there, with 
the exception of one year — 1S72 — which he spent in 
New York, for the treatment of his hij), — the ex-section 
of the joint being .successfully ]icrf«>rmed by Doctor 
Savre. During that year, Alpena was nearly consumed 
by fire, in which Doctor Maiden suficred the loss of valu- 
able surgical instruments and an exiensive library, lie 
organized the first Masonic Lodge in Al|">cna; in 1S07, 
was elected M.ister, an<I retained the position throe 
years. He takes no very active part in politics, but 
uniformly votes the Republican ticket. He was married, 
October il, 1S64, at Detroit, to Miss Cly Spaulding, of 
Vea/ie, near Bangor, Maine. Doctor Maiden has been 
quite successful in his profession, and has secured a 
large and lucrative practice. 



inaw District, and held the position until 1 867. While 
in the discharge of these duties, he was stationed, for 
four years, at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. Since 1S67, 
he h.is resided at IJay City. From 1S70 to 1S72, he was 
City Attorney; and, fn.un 1S72 to 1S76, Judge of the 
Probate Court for Lay County, lie has been United 
States Commissioner for the Ka;>tern Di-^trict of Michi- 
gan for the past twelve years. He is now a member of 
the Board of Aldermen of Bay City. In 1856 he joined 
the Masonic Fraternity, and is now a member of Bay 
City Loilgc, No. 79. Mr. McMath is an aciive Kepub- 
lican. lie is a member of the Presbvlerian Church. In 
his official life, he has shown unusual care and fidelity 
in the discharge of his <luiies. lie holds a prominent 
po'.ilion in the bar at Bay City, and stands well among 
the leading attorneys of the State. He married, July 
12, 1S52. Klla J. Rriys, of Ann Arbor, Michigan. They 
have one son. 



Ill 



-»C«i- 



ir-^^*^'^'^^' JOHN WATSON, of Bay City, Michi- 
\[ gan, was born in Romulus, Seneca C<ninty, 
C^'^' '■• New York, June 3, 1S24. He is the son of 
^' Samuel and Mary (Fleming) McMath, who were 
of Scotch and Irish lineage. His father nioverl from 
New Jersey to Romulus, New York, at the age of 
twenty. In 1S27 he settled, with his family, near the 
city of Ypiilanli, Michigan; and, soon after, died, leav- 
ing nine children, tif whom J. W. McMath is the 
youngest. The education of Mr. .McMath was limited 
to attendance at the district school, iluring the winter, 
until he was lifteen. Fn»m that age until he was twenty, 
he serveil as clerk; ami, during this interval, spent nmst 
of his leisure in simly. He took a preparatory course 
at the Ypsilanti Seminary ; and, in 1.S46, entered the 
Michigan University. After graduating, in 1S50, he was 
engaged for a year as a teacher, in Centrcville, St. 
Joseph County, — at the same time studying law. He 
studied law one year in tiie ofticc of Backus & Har- 
baugh, of Detroit. In October, 1S52, he was admitted 
to pr.actice in the Suj»reme Court of Michigan. In No- 
vember of that year, he opened an office in Mackinaw, 
and commenced the pr.ictice of his profession. He was 
elected Prosecuting Attorney of that county; and was 
actively engaged there until the spring of 1863. In 1S61 
he was appointed Collector of the Customs for the Mack- 



ILLF.R. HON. ALBKRT, of Bay City, Michi- 
gan, the oldest living ])ioneer of the Saginaw 
. / Yallcy, was born in llartland, Windsor County, 
Vermont. .May 10, iSio. His father, Jeremy 
Miller, was a native of .Midilletown, Connecticut. His 
mother. Sarah (Hodgman) Miller, was a native of Hart- 
land. The ancestors of Judge Miller, on his mother's 
side, were among those who landed at Plymouth Rock, 
in i()20. .-\ plate, now in the j)Ossession of the family, 
was brought over in the *• .Maytlower," by Sarah Clark, 
whoNC name il bcais. It is to this woman that Judge 
Miller traces his maternal ancestry. His father belonged 
to an old I'.nglish family that settled in Massachusetts 
in i('>40. Judge Miller is the youngest of a family of 
four children, — three »»f whom are still liviiig. When 
he w.as seven years of age, his father tlie<I; his mothei 
lived until 1863, when she died, at the advanced age of 
eighty-four. At a very early age, Judge Miller was 
obliged to pn»viile for himself, his mother having but 
limited means. At the age of ten, he engaged with his 
uncle, who gave him his bi»ard and a j)air of boots, in 
return for his summer's work. From the time he was 
eleven years old until he was fourteen, he lived with 
ajioiher uncle, who gave him his boanl and clothing, and 
allowed him the privilege of attending the district 
school during the winter. The next year and a half 
were spent at ht»me on the farm ; the following three 
summers, in farm Iab'>r; ami the winlerr*, until he was 
eighteen, were spent in >chool. After that, two winters 
were passed in teaching a district school in his native 
town. About this time, Mr. Miller resolved to fit him- 
self for Dartmouth College; and entered Kimball and 
Union Academy, at Meriden, New Hampshire, in 1830, 



3^^ 



U!:riii-sr.NTATivK MKX itv mu:iii(;an. 



wilh lhi^ iiilrnlioii. shortly ^^([vr nih.iii:;' ilu- ;umiKmijv, 

he wa.^ iirit>ir.ili)l l>y a srvcir illiK--^. wliiili iiim|n.IIcil 

liiin to cluin^^c hi-^ {i!nii>>; ari>l, in tlu* l.iii «il iS;(i. lie 

slaitotl for llic Wc'l. It \\:i^ lli«; lir-l liiiu- lie h.i.l tr.ivfli-l 

more than twenty mile-. fr«>ni Ii-jmu"; ainl lxi'jv d.iy'-* 

pr'^'^rf'.s h;hl llic L'h.irni of ailwniuiL- asul imxclty. lie 

went l»y >la;;e ami eanal Id 15uff.ili, al wliith plaie he 

t«ii'k hii.il fill Pitt. 'it. '1 lie l.itrei- cil\, .'.t tlie tini.- [ii-Ilt" 

MilliT iia-'.eil llinv.ij^'h ii. cDiilaim-ii Iw n thoW'.ii.'l l\\n liun- 

ilr<il ami l\\eni\ two inh.i!-iia:il^. lii tin- -; >. ii-^ i-l" l.>;i, 

his uiniher ariii ^i-'.er^ ha\i::^ airixe I Ij-in Vi-ini'iii. !:e 

sellleil w iljj ihi-ni al < ir.iinl lll.iui . ( li-m '. «■ ( "lUiuty, Mii hi 

j;an. Here he renuine'l niiii! ihe t.iil «>!" lS;j. v. Iw-n In- 

vi.sitetl S.ij;ina\v, and iiiuch.i-ni a tia. t n;" l.-irl m tlu- j;:: e- 

tjnn of the ^Iiiawa^M-'i" ami I iiiiiM\\.j--ic ism:^. l-i \\h-.i!i 

he renjuM-d in Kehniarv, lS>?. In U"' Millei. il.nin.' hi' 

May al (.iran«l IJiam-, ta'.ij^'ht s.l ], inul Imi-iu-.l thi 

seconil leiMi that \\a^ e\ir t.!n;,;Iii in (iiii le <.«.iiinl\. 

I)iirinj^ the winter of lSj\\ ;;, !.i- :.ii:.;l i i.i .-. Iniiili-.- 

wliich was occuj'ie'l hy tlie I ir.:--l >'.!-. . ti" ■ -. i:. 

iSji. 'I'hi.i wa-; the Ijr-l -i h ■ ■! t.i ::•':: m lli'- .'^.- :..aA 

\'aliev. In tlu- -^iTin;: of i>>>. Mi. .M.I!i:- w a- r..- !■ il 

tn an niiiee lh.it coitoiiliilol hini I'lie • t :ii-- r..:i I'loi ^ 

of e'aeiitHjs jtir hi-* !••« i;^hij> ; 'l-..iii., Ir- ii ili-: ^ i: liieie 

of Iiliri-n years, he wa^^ a r. iii-'.jii i:ii .nl- r ••»" i!.j I'l.a:*! 

r»f lii-jnetiUM, and was nrvn- .i'<-i:;: ti-ini an ilvi.iiiMi. ■ 

l'l»nn the <nj.;.nii.'atioii *'( Sa;.;i'ia\v ( ■•ui:'.\. in l\^5. he | 

wa.s aj>|ioii»lel Ju'li;e >>( the ri"iiiir ( "Uit, l-v Sii/ven^ 

T. MaMin, then aclinj; < jij\einMr i.i [he Tiii-l-ry; llii«. 

olliee he luM ft«r nim- xear-*. lie \\a^ a I'.i'ic.- ivf tlu- ; 

I 
I'r.ue li-r tlu* I'nvM'.hip of Saginaw i..i :i:-ii.vn yiai-. 

In INJ7 hi- ie|ne^entc<l the C"u;.t;. «'I ."^.i. r .i-.v iii th<. 

Si.iJf I e4i>!.jiuie: a! lhi•^ ^v— •!!>» tin- i.ijil.i! w i- ii iii.\i-.l 

fimn l>e;r.ii'. In 1 ..m-iri;^. In l^.>«' J;;'L;i- M.V, i j-u!- 

(ha«.e>l a tra- i «»l l.inil luar tlu- miiiui!i nl the >.iL:in.r.\ 

Kiver, auil laid I'Ut the town ol l'i>i : -ni->u'h. Mhiiii \\->\\ 

tonNliliiti'i the >i\lh. ;muI a ]).iri nl tlu- iifili and >e\eJHh 

wauU of llay ( ily. Thi^. ua*. the IiinI i-llort inatle 

tow-nd-. liuildinj,' :i l«'ivn in th.it \uiiii'.y. In 1^3<> -.?7, 

he, wilh twii jiartniT^. en-i letl a >'.ean» >auinill i-n >ji I 

traei, whiih wa-* the >eiuJid «»avv-mi.l j-ui in <i|n-ratii-n | 

on the >.i;jinaw l\i\er. lie uj" a >i<ukh'lder aii'l 

1 )iiei t'lr in tlu- I "nijaiiy that jnil in ojuia'.i-in the -^ec-'nd 

"■.alt ni.Miui.u !«'!-v. |u-l;;e MilUr \\ a^ inlhienii.il inMeiii- 

inj; to Hay t'lty the lii^i raili-iad; .)ii<i i-. .'.i j.ie-«.-nl, /. 

iMiiet'T in the Si-ctiiul Nali 'ii.d I'l.inlv «■! Il.iy ( ;t\. 

He t;ikr- a ^le.it inieieNl in .dl nialtiT-i ri-!.:iii.; l" tin 

early hi-toiy i-f MiLliii^in; a:i'l ii .in aeli\e nu mi" r i-: 

the M.il'- I'li'Meer >"iie!y, li.ixir.j; bien iNtii-t I'lr^i liiit. 

He i> now I'le-idi-nl of the .^.ii;inaw \ .i!Ii-v I'linni 

Siuiity. lie wa^. the lii>: I'o-tm.i -li-; if 1" >! l>mi'ntli, j 

haMiiii ri-t«i\eil the aj'|'"::.tini nl. in i-^.;7. li'-m Anu).-. 

Ki-nil.ill. I'ii-;ma-le; -( ie:u':al iiinK-r tii:.ii.ii I.-cI;-- ii. 

hi- :•■«." Miller maiiii-i. .\t I'e'.i--:;. ^ii ih.- o;.! of lei) 

mai}. I'^.i^. ."^li^^ M.iry A. I»aj^ii-h. a >»'unj; la ly who 



had recently einij^ratid, \iiih hei j'areiit^, from Lon- 
• ImU, l.nj^land. 'J luiy iinile<l with the I'retliyteriau 
<'huich the .»«anie }ear. He lias heeii an elder in the 
ihuieli al iJav <"itv f-r more than twentv ve.ir?*; and has 
three tiinc-i Keen a dvle^jale from the rie-.hylery of Say i- 
iiaw to the (ienera! A-^.^enibly. He was a Jack>on 
Henvii.it until the kei)i:lilican l-arty wa> f«iriiied, since 
\\hi«h time hi- ha- j;i\en it hi- hearty Mij.poit. Jiul^e 
Miller ha- biaxely endured the har'Uhips of j»iijneer life, 
ami i^, at jire>inl, j.lrtinj; aiul a-.tive. He is well 
;u JM.iiatid willi ihe hi.-t^iry of the \ alley, and Iii> fine 
mim-M\, I'lmliiiud with j^re.it oiiyinaLly of expres-ion, 
iiudri-^ lii.i iiarraiiiiu of early exjierieuee-s very cnicr- 
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M»ni.l Ton. 1:I»\VARI>. ..f tlu-enville, Midii- 
:;. :i. wa- I'l-m in the iit\ ol Ahinj^don, iJerk- 
^l^<^ Hi- I. It her, I'-enianiin Mid- 
' ;i J:i.i!iiit.n.iiiier "( lieUij) j^oi-d-. — 
I.i- ..n».i-iM-> h.id luen enj4ai;ed for 
:':.»•:. '|n: .. I|-. i;. :', r, 11 urn i iljdl) MidiUeton, 
w.i-'-J I uii- !. ■!■ ..III. Mi. MiddU-ttin >j)ent live years 
in M :.«« ■! .t .'^■i \' i-lnii, Jk-j K.-h.ir ; and |;railuatetl in 
1S45. Aliir 1 -1 r \e..r-' aj)j unijei-h.ji to the miller's 
liade, a* M.jr. larii Mill-. Htik-hiii', In- was married. 
I'l I'iu.ir} jn, is^i', ;i: I auli i."t, ( Kl-.-rii-hire, to Martha 
l'aiil"\\, a.i'i - iii-d !■ r .\ni-i it-.s. Hi' was enj;aj;e«l 
-I M-'i \i M- in t' r :] -i:! ini,iiiil] <i| linvi^l.i- \ Jaik>on, 
.:l l".k;-:'. Ni.L,..i.i •"■•;:ii:y. Niw ^ i rk ; and, for two 
\i-.::-. \\ ■ iki : .i 1..;!!. •■n I,;., nwi; ic-]- ti-il-ility, at Put- 
I.. ■.. . :".!i-, 1 t .1: 1 <:i'i ■'., < .■•...!■!.!. Ill iN^.s he ]«ureha-ed 
.1: < i!t.i i.\ i!!t-. M- 111- aim ( i'i:n!\. M ii lii^;.!!!, half the 
\N ;iU-: j-iw ri of 1 l.il Ki\rr, a;.il lln- (iiei-nville mill, — 
at tli.t; linu- tlu- ni.l) ll'>ni im; miil in the town. He 
livi'il on the hoith -ide i<t tlu- ii\i-r. wiih (he Indians 
li'i iu'i.jilt"r-. He e.niiid on a ^nevi'--liil hu-iiiess 
until iS'»5. wlun In- icm>'\i.d to I- eiiiunville, Miehij^an, 
and )'iii-iha-el the oidy thnii inj^-mill in that |dace, for 
.-i\!i-eii tli<i-r.-a:.d d- llar<, ea-li. lie v;-ed mn-t of hi>» 
e.ij-ii.il in lhi« ji:u)i.i-e. retail. in^ i-nl) an interest in 
the |-'iiii-l..i Mill, al (.'ii(-en\ iili-. 'lluec ninnth- after his 
!• m ■\.i'. {•• I r-i;- -hx ilii . Ik- -.■! 1 hi- mill pinperly tlieie, 
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lit- I • w 11 11. ill, whiih he lUMied o\er in 



;■ 1! |.i;. ii.iii: : ■: ;l-.e I liie.-.d Mill, .it Mint. 'I hi- mill, 
.u ihr lid ■•! j'.ii \i.ii-, l.e -'-il l"i i\\eiii\-one thou- 
-a:.d il'll.i!-. to Mr--i-. I'aMick i\ Wetlu-i In e. iev"ei\iug, 
in ] .ii'i ]>.!\nu-iil. I.lhen h.mdiiil a^ii-- if ]ine l.uuU on 
I. .■•'■>.'- Il!:."n. Ill- -i-'!-. .'.I:, r II-: ni. h.i.rd hi- I Iieen\ ille 
jii'j-i-' !\, aid .1 hh ■! to i: tlu I'lm-ie^t ^\ atir-])Ower. 
11. . «;-ii- .\iln ( :;\ Ml!;, whirli M:. .Mid-lKtnn built in 
l'^;!. h.iN .s"l ihr l.-.le-t inij-:-'.\ein-n:-, — eh-vators, steam 
hv-.iii-r, tr.uk >cale-, a:ul a >i«.le tr.uk from the Hetroil, 
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Lansing and Lake Michigan Railroad. It is capable 
of turning out three hundred barrels of flour per day. 
Mr. MiddUrlon has, in connection with his mill, a 
coopers shop, in which he crnj>loys sixteen men lo 
make barreU for the trade, lie owns large tracts of 
land in Florida. He is a stockholder and Director 
of the I'Mrsi National Itank of (.'irecnvillc. For several 
years, ho sor\ed nn the School IJo.ird; aii<l. while in 
that position, was in>truincntal in L-rccling the (irecn- 
villc l-nion School-house. He also jnirchased, on 



He removed to Wisconsin in 187 1, and returned to 
Michigan in September, 1877. Mr. Miller helped to 
organize the Republican party in Michigan, and did the 
first stump speaking for the cause in Kent County. At 
one time he was Chairman of the Republican County 
Committee. During the civil war he was reputed to be 
the best political speaker in Western Michigan. He has 
never <lesircd public oflice. He married, October 11, 
1S4S, Miriam ('. Dyer, of rorllanil, Maine. They have 
had eight children, six of whom are living. Mr. Miller 



hi>. own responsibility, one hundred and sixty acres ; is a little above the average height, and ha."* a fine 
of land for a cemetery and jiark. The latter, by his ' physiijue. He i^ a man of great energy, and has many 
efTori.s, ha^ become a beautiful ]>lace of resort. Mr. fiieniK. He is one of the best speakers in the State. 
Middleion ha> traveled largely through the Cnitcd Origin.al in thought and manner, he takes a high rank as 



States, and has crosseii the Atlantic seven times. ()n 



a successful pastor and evangelist. In 1876 he was offered 
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his first attempted \oyage, he was wreckeil on the the ])osition of Ameiican Minister to llrazil, but de- 
" Franklin King." The j^asxcngers and crew took t«) . clined, preferring active work in hi.s Master's vineyard, 
life-boats; and, after an exposure of one day and one 
night, were picked up by the banpie *'FlIen," fnnn j 
Malaga, in the West Indies. The vessel was bound 
for New York, where it arrived safely after seven- 
teen days' passage. Mr. Miildleton is a Democrat. 
He and his wife, although l".pisco])alians before com- 
ing to (Ireenville. are now active members of the 
Congregational Church. .Mr. Middleton has been a 
member of the Mas«»nic ?'raiernity, in Greenville, for 
tifteen years. He ha.s three sons living. The oldest, 
(ieorge F., is in the milling business with hi.-* father. 




GORE, JUDGF JOHN, was born in London, 
.; England, February 7, 1826. His parents, John 
T^ .-'' and Bessie Moore, then resided in that city. 
">' In 1S30 his mother, with her son. removed to 
New York Stale, where they remaine<l until 1834. They 
then removed to Michigan, and settled on a farm iu 
Milfnrd, Oakland County. Mr. John Moore attended 
Charles W. is a clerk in the First National Uank of | i|i^. p„i,iic ^.chools of Michigan until 1846, when he 
Greenville. .Mr. Middleton is a careful, conservative c.Mnmenced the study of law in the oftke of Hon. Au- 
bnsiness man, and has made a fortune by his own j,„^tus C. Ualdwin, of i'rintiae, who was then a resident 
efforts. He began his career as an employe; and, by ,,f Miifo,d. In the spring of 184S. he entered the law 
industry, perseverance, and economy, has become a | ofTice of Loth rop & DulVield, of Detroit; and, in Octo- 



recognized power in the community. 
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ILLER, CHARLES CARROLL, Pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, at Stanton, Montcalm 
County, Michigan, was born in Kennebunk 
Port, Maine, March 11, 1830. Hi^i j)arenls. 
Captain Jeremiah (}. and Jane W. Miller, were of Eng- 
lish de^icent. Mr. Miller was educated at the academv 
at Lewiston Falls, Maine. In his youth he was infatu- 
ated with the theater, and would probably have made 
a good actor. He went to Boston, Massachusetts, 
w here he became a salesman. While there, he was con- 
verte<l. and made up his mind to devote himself to the 
Christian ministry. In April, 1S56, he removed to 
Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan, and was licensed 
to preach, by the First Baptist Church, in October of 
the same year. March 4. 185S, he was ordained. Besides 



her of that year, was made an attorney by the Suj^reme 
Court, at a session held in Pontiac. Soon afterwards, 
he commencetl the practice of his profession in Fenlon- 
ville, Genesee County; and remained there until the 
spring of 1851. He then removed to Saginaw City, 
where he has since resided. Mr. Moore was Prosecu- 
ting Attorney of Saginaw County in 1856, '57» *58, and 
'59; and Mayor of the city of Saginaw in 1S61, '62, and 
'63. He was appointed Ju«lge for the Tenth Judicial 
Circuit in February, 1871 ; and held the position until 
P'ebruary i, 1874. when he resigned. In 1868 he w.as 
Democratic candidate for Gf»vernor, in opposition to 
(juvernor Baldwin, and received thirty thousand more 
votes than had ever been received by any Democratic 
candidate for that office. P'or fifteen years prior to 1870, 
he was a member of the Board of Education; in that 
year, he declined to serve longer. When called to the 
bench, Mr. Moore stood high in the circuit, and was in 
the enjoyment of a lucrative practice. In the surrender 
of his handsome income for the small salary of the office, 
he displayed a public spirit as commendable as it is rare. 



filling the pastorate of the church, in C*rand Rapids, he 

labored as an evangelist throughout Western Michigan. | As a judge, he was distinguished for his discrimination, 

94 
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keen powers of aiialy>>iv, and sound judgment in the 
application^ of ilu* law, as well as ]ir<»ui]itne:ts and iin- 
parliality in llie di-.char;4C of his oHuial duties. He 
niarried, in 1849, MiN< Caroline S. Odell, of Milfoid, 
Oakland County, Michij;an. Mr. Mooro commenced life 
with habits of u[)ri^htness and industry, and has stea<lily 
risen to his pre>ont hij^h po.silion. For tiie pa-Nt fifteen 
years, he has occupied a place amon^ the prominent 
men of his profession in Michigan; and ha^ l)een iden- 
tified with nearly all the important litigation in his 
section. He ha;» always been associated wiih the Dem- 
ocratic party; but has, in a measure, ]>re-.erved hi-* inde- 
pendence, and avoiiled the character of a jiaili^jn. 
During the war, he used his influence to unite popular; 
sentiment in support of the l*re«»idenl's p«»licy, without 
regard to men or party. Ho is dignified, cuitcuiN, antl 
unassuming. He has strong comnn^n *.en^e, and maki^ 
few mi<)takes. Few men stand so deserxedly Iiigli in the 
estimation of the public. 



^.jhtoRSE, HON. ASA, Ju.lgc of iVobnte f..r Mont- 
^Tl; calm County, was born in JefTcr-on, Sclmlia- 
^^ /* rie County, New ^'^^rk. June 14. i>».?5. Hi^ 
*' j)arenls, Heman and M.itihla (Snydei) Mor>e. 
were both natives of New ^^.^^k, — iiis I'athrr being of 
I'uritan, his mother f)f Knickerbocker desemt. Judge 
Morse is the eighth in direct descent fiom >;nniu'l M'T^r, 
who came over from Fngland and >ettli-d in Di-dham. 
Massachusetts, in i(\u. His great-greatgiandniothcr 
was a daughter t»f Jfjnas I'arker, one uf ihe inunoii.il 
seven who were the tii^t to fall at 1 «'\ingl«in. His 
great-grandfalhei.s on Imth .>ides were >oldiers in tliewar 
of the Revolution; and his nialerna! grandf.ilhi.r fought 
in the War of 1.S12. His father was engaged in agricul- 
ture; and reniuvi-d from New Vork Stale to Uradford 
County, rennsylvania. ulun Asa .Nb>r-e was four year> 
old. The earlv edination of ihe lailer was obtained M 
a ilislrict schotd in I'eniisylvania; an«l, aflerwaids, at 
the academies in NVavi-rly, Tioga County, and Mai ion, 
Wavne Count v. New York. He assisted his father on 
the farm in the intervals of school attendance, until he 
was iwentvone years old; then, ft»r five or .si>t vears, he 
alternated faim work with teaching. In 1S61, having 
devoted much t)f his sjiare time to the study of law, he 
entered the law schind at Albany, New Vork, and grad- 
uated from that institution in 1S62. Immediately after 
leaving the law school, he ofTereil hinisilf for service in 
the army, as substitute for a br«ilher \\liosc health was 
impaired; and was assigned to the 171st Tennsylvania 
Regiment. He was principally employed in gariison 
duty in North Carolina, taking ]>art in several skirmishes ; 
but, having receivetl a severe injury, brought on by hard 



marching, was mustered out in August, 1S63. He juac- 
ticed law at Klmira, New York, for one year. After 
some time spent at home on the farm, for the pur])os^ of 
regaining his health, he came to .Michigan with his 
brother, in 1S66, and established himself at what is now 
Stanton ; it was then an unbroken pine forest. They 
were among the jiioneer lumbermen in that \icinity; 
and Mr. Mor>e continued in that business, combining with 
it the limileil law practice which the new country afforded. 
In 1S72, having been elected to the oftice of Probate 
Judge, he sold out his business. He was re-elected 
in iS7<i. He lias held the position of Township Clerk 
anil Supirvi-or; and for three years has held the ofllce 
of Jusiicr of the iVace, in which capacity he still ser\es. 
lb- is a member of ihc Republican party, and has done 
actixe Work in iis behalf. During the last rresidential 
(.irnpaiga, he made, in its interots, a number of speeches 
in ilie c>innty, where he is known as a fluent and im- 
pre-sixc public speaker. He has been a member of the 
I>aj»lisi ( hunh for twenty years; and is a trustee and 
deaC'in in that society. In all matters of public interest, 
he l.ike^ an aitive, ami ofliii a leading, ]>art ; antl never 
fails tit ma'irially assist w ii.it he considers a movement 
in liie ri;^hl direction. Hi* married, November 7, 1S71, 
at St.inion, Marianne l-r-^ter, a lady of English birth, 
daughli r (»f' a « •■ttoii manufailurcr of Oldham, England. 
Thev have had three children, of whom two are living. 



-•s,^ — 



boin 



JflAVKlRK. DR. CHARLES T., of Bay City, 
^ I Michigan, was bj»rn on the loih day of Decem- 
^^ bi f, iS.ji, at St. \Yilliams, province of Onta- 
1 io, Canada. His father, Moses Newkirk, was 
n the year 1807, in the county of Norfolk, 
Ontario, where he has since resided. In 1S27 he mar- 
ried Latheiine ioj^ping, and t<i them were born eigh- 
teen eh ill I rm. They aie still in good health; anil, 
June II, 1S77, cekliialed the ijftieth anniversary of 
their we'blin;: tlav. Doctor Newkirk earlv manifested a 
ilcsire for sludv, which was encourai'ed bv both father 
and molhiT to the fullest exti-nt of their means; but, 
as they had a large family to educate, — five of whom 
arc jdiy^icians, — his op[iortnnities weie somewhat re- 
stricted. I5y the advice of a friend of the family, II. J. 
Killmaster, Docii>r Newkirk, al the early nge of fouiteen, 
taught school; and, with the money ihus obtained, was 
enabled to lini^h hi.s litcrarv couisc at the hi^h school in 
Hamilt«>n, Canada. He al'terwards studied medicine w ith 
Hon. Dr. Jidin Rolph; and, in the twenty-first year of 
his age, graduated from the University of Victoria Col- 
lege, at Titronlo, of which his preceptor was Dean. He 
j>railiced his j>rofes«.ion for a short time in Canada, 
when, with his family, he removed to South America. 
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He spent nine months learning the Spanish language, 
and, immediately on passing his examination, was ap- 
pointed, by the Governor, Doctor of the Province. He 
was also made Doctor to the Argentine Hospital, which 
position he resigned in three months, to accept a similar 
one in the Brazilian army. He afterwards became First 
Surgeon, with the grade of Captain. This position he 
held for three years, when he returned to Canada. After 
a brief visit among his friends there, he again went 
to South America; and, at Assumption, in Paraguay, be- 
gan the practice of medicine in connection with the 
drug business. He passed through several epidemics of 
small-pox, yellow fever, and cholera. Of the first men- 
tioned, his brother. Dr. Daniel Newkirk, with whom he 
was associated in practice, died. This event, together 
with the constantly failing health of his family, so dis- 
heartened him that he determined to return to Canada, 
and engage in quiet practice. With this intention, he 
closed his business in Assumption; but, on arriving in 
Buenos Ayres, where he had engaged passage, he learned 
that the yellow fever had broken out there in its most 
malignant form. Hundreds were dying daily, and those 
of the citizens who were able, fled the city. Only a 
small number of the resident physicians could be induced 
to remain. Doctor Newkirk, with a degree of heroism 
and self-denial characteristic of himself, decided at once 
to remain. Having sent his family on to Cana<la, he again 
devoted himself to the work of saving life and allevia- 
ting suffering. He was in constant communication with 
the authorities, for the prevention of the sj^read of the 
disease; and, by his advice, many sanitary precautions 
were taken, which doubtless cut short one of the most 
frightful epidemics ever known. An idea may be formed 
of the danger which Doctor Newkirk was compelled to 
face, from the fact, that twenty-six thousand persons 
died in twenty-five days, of this disease alone. Doctor 
Newkirk was engaged four months in Buenos Ayres 
during this plague, rarely working less than eighteen 
hours daily. His hotel was constantly besieged by 
hundreds of persons who were anxious to secure his 
services, some offering the most extravagant fees; but, 
with an utter disregard for money, he would take them 
in rotation, the poor receiving the same amount of atten- 
tion as the rich. An article which appeared in the 
Standard y an English paper printed in Buenos Ayres, 
will illustrate the high regard in which Doctor New- 
kirk was held by the residents: "Doctor Newkirk, who 
labored so heroically and indefatigably during the recent 
plague, left yesterday on the *Cassini.* The Commission 
of Montserrat presented him with a splendid album, in tes- 
timony of his services to the sick. He proceeds in the 
*Cassini,' to Rio Janeiro, there to take the 'Duro,* and 
will spend a few months in Europe, before returning to 
his native country, Canada, whither his family have 
preceded him. Senor Valle, acting as interpreter for 



his colleagues and the residents of Montserrat, where Doc- 
tor Newkirk so much distinguished himself, made a very 
complimentary speech, on presenting the album. Some 
other members of the committee also spoke, testifying 
to his valuable services during the plague. Doctor 
Newkirk expressed his thanks, and ahsured the gentle- 
men present that he would never forget the kindness he 
had received at the hands of the people of Buenos Ayres. 
The committee, with several other gentlemen, accom- 
panied him to the mole head; some of them even to the 
outer roads, where the 'Cassini* was anchored. The 
ovation was a splendid one, but well merited, and we 
express but the sentiments of the native and foreign 
population of Buenos Ayres, when we wish Doctor New- 
kirk a hearty God speed, and every success and pros- 
j)erity in his future career. Such men as he leave their 
footprints, and it is to be regretted that the public of 
Buenos Ayres is deprived of his professional services." 
On his way home, he stopped a short time in Rio Janeiro, 
where he was warmly welcomed by the old army officers 
and surgeons with whom he had served in Paraguay. Im- 
mediately on arriving home, he set about finding some 
good location in which to again enter upon the practice 
of his profession. He visited New York, Chicago, and 
other places ; but, after careful consideration, concluded 
to settle in Bay City, Michigan. His previous experi- 
ence soon secured for him a good practice, which is con- 
stantly increasing. Doctor Newkirk has assisted several 
young men through college, and has always shown 
great interest in the welfare of students. He is master 
of four languages, and even now spends all his leisure 
time in study. In 1862 he married Mary Jane Ander- 
son, who was with him constantly during his eventful 
career in South America. To them have been born 
three children. Doctor Newkirk is of fine appearance, 
nearly six feet high, and is of a genial disposition. He 
rarely loses an opportunity of doing good, taking a 
lively interest in all charitable enterprises. He is liberal 
both in politics and religion. 




JiWEN, HON. JOHN G., of East Saginaw, Michi- 
j gan, was born March 28, 1824, at Woodchurch, 
-.■.^.%»^> Kent County, England. His father. Dive Owen, 
followed the occupation of a farmer, and lived to be 
seventy-six years of age. His mother, Elizabeth ( Wood- 
land) Owen, was born near Ruckinge, Kent County; 
and had ten children, — five sons and five daughters. 
She survived her husband ten years, dying at the age 
of eighty-six. At fourteen years of age, -\lr. Owen left 
school, and engaged as an apprentice in the drug store 
of Mr. Thomas Barry, at Rye, county of Sussex. He 
remained there until his eighteenth year: when, owing 
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to failing health, he wa.s compelled to give up l)usiness. 
Believing that an ocean voyage and change of climate 
were the only hope of regaining his health, he, with a 
brother and sister, embarked in the packet ship *' Que- 
bec," April S, 1842, for the United Stales. Afier forty- 
five days, he reached New York, much benefited bv his 
voyage. lie went to Pittsford, New York, where he 
remained for some time, hi.-* health constantly improving. 
He alternate<l, as to the selection of his future home, 
between Rochester, IVmbrukc, and Darien. In Octo- 
ber, 1843, ^'^^' Owen, in company with his sister, went 
to Armada, Macomb County, Michigan. \Yliile here, 
he devoted a portion of his time to farming; ami, having | 
quite recovered his health, removed, in the follDwing 1 
August, to Detroit, in order to accejU a clerkship in a 
wholesale grocery house. In April, 1S46, he married ' 
Miss Maria A. Sabine, daughter of John Sabine, tlun 
of the city of Detroit, but formerly of Canterbury, Eng- 
land. In June, 1846, Mr. Owen rcm«>vcil to Claiksinn, 
Oakland County, Michigan, where lie eng.ij^ed in a gen- ! 
eral mercantile business. In 1S54, in c»innc< timi with i 
his other business, he turned his attention to farming, . 
in which he has since been engaged, nlthuugh he has I 
removed from Clark^ton. In iStxj Mr. (.)\v«!n ]nncha««eti 
the Waterfonl flour-mills, which he rebuilt and ojicrated. 
He also established a store in cDmieiMinn with the millr.; I 
and, in the spring of 1S63, remove«l to Waterfurd, which 
is situated two and one-half miles from ClarkNion. Mr. 
Owen had, for several years, traded in grain, wo<»l, and 
all the productions of the northern counties; and this 
j)Iace was, for a long time, the natural LUitlet. In lS{)5. 
in connection with his business at \\'aterfi)rd. he Kpened j 
a hou-jc in K.ast Saginaw, ilealing in wholesale groceries 
and lumbermen's supjdies. This bu'^ine-.s increased bo- ' 
yond his exj)eetati<)ns ; an«l, in the pillowing year, he ■ 
was obliged to remove to Saginnw. Here he e-stabli>hed [ 
a business which e\cee<le<l half a million <l»»llars annu- 
ally. In 1S72 lie retired, and has since l)een engaged, 
in Saginaw, in the mannfaelure •)f lumber. Jn 1.S34 Mr. 
Owen made a vi-it to his ])arents, brnthers, and si-»ter> 
in Kngland. In lS()0 he was ch<isen to rejiresent hi^ 
district in the Stale Senate. lie to<.>k his seat. Jantiary 
I, 1861, and served through that session antl two sjjecial 
sessions, made necessary by the breaking out of the civil 
war. He took an active part in the lousiness and delib- 
erations, and filled ])ositions on two special c<mimiltees, 
one of which was on the salt interests of the State. An ' 
act had been passed, at a former session, giving a bounty j 
of ten cents a bushel on all >alt inadi* within the Stale. 1 
which letl to rapid de\elo[)ments of the salt clcpo^iis, j 
and threatened the ite'">ple with heaw tavaiion in or<ler 
to meet the jirobable production. The m.ajoiily of the' 
committee having reported on a modifietl and eontinu- 1 
ous tax, the law was practically repealed, except as to 
the C4)mpany then in operation. A strong elToit was, 



made for its continuance, however, and Mr. Owen re- 
ceived many flattering comments for the stand he look 
in the interests of the pe<^ple. lie wa> appointed chair- 
man of the special committee, appointed by the Senate, 
to investigate the department of the <^uariermaster- 
General, to which base frauds had been chargcl by a 
part of the ]»ress of the .State. Three months' faithful 
labor in investigating the business, resulte<l in a com- 
jdete refutation of the charges. In Se]>tember, 1866, 
Mr. Owen was deeply afiecteil by the ileath of his wife, 
who left a family of nine children, — six sons and three 
daughters, lie afterwanls marrievl Mi^s Lucia -\. Cireen- 
leal", who \\a> l).'irn in Saratoga, New York, in 1832, and 
was the daughter of Flavel and Kunice (Smith) Green- 
leaf. They have one <laughter. Mr. Owen has been 
iden tilled, not only with the business interests of Sagi- 
naw, but with it-H gn)wth and public improvement. In 
1.S70 he was elected Mayor of the city ; and has served 
in «»tlier ]»roniineMt positions. He served as President 
of the Water ( ■•»mmi-->ioners during the construction of 
what is known as the Holly sytem of water supply, cov- 
ering an expemliture of u])wards of three hundred 
iht'U-and clollars. Cp'iii the completion «.»f the works, 
Mr. ()\\en resigned his jui-iiiun, and retired to private 
life, lie was ne\er an i-lVue-^eeker, and only accepted 
the pi.»-iiions he lias tilled fiom a sense of duty, and at 
the urgent >oliiitations of his fiiends. In politics, he 
was lirsl a Whig, and afterwards a Republican. In his 
religious views, he is a IJaptisi. 



/l jRl'MAN. CHARLES L.. Lumberm.m, of East 
1/ I ^''^}^'"*^^^"« ^^'''"* boi n in Austria, in the town of 
'■.,..' Ausiiia. in Septemlier, 1S30. His father, Charles 
J. <.»itn>an, a man of ctMiNiderable repute, carried on the 
manul'aclui iiij^ business. His m<ilher died when he was 
but six year^ ohl ; and, at the age of twelxe. Mr. C)rt- 
man went to li\e with an uncle in Yicnna. He assisted 
his uncle in the pr«"luce and wotid bnsinesh; and at- 
ten<led schocd until 1S51, when he went South, and 
settled in Trieste. He ^ubscijuently engageil as traveler 
for a produce an<l wood dealer of that j)lace, in which 
capacity he remaineil three year-N. He was very fond 
of study, and devoted his leisure time to history and 
other useful subjects. In 1S54 he returned to Austria; 
and, until 1802. carried on the same line of business 
through Hungary, IJohemia. an<l Poland. In that year, 
he went ti^ England, and beiame extensively engaged 
in the oak-slave and luniher business. In 1S63, being 
urged l)y his friends, he deci-led to cmie to America. 
.\fter visiting Canada, .Missimri, and Michigan, he set- 
tled in Detroit in 1804. and engaged in the lumber 
business. In 1865 he remove«l to I-'asi Saginaw, where 
he ha.s since conducted an cxtensixe trade. In 1S05 he 
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was appointed President of the Germania Society. Tn 
1872 he became a Chapter Mason. In the same year, 
he was elected Mayor of the city ; and was also choNcn 
Presidential Elector, running five thousand votes ahead 
of his ticket. In 1873, with two other men, he started 
the East Saginaw Savings Bank, and became its Vice- 
President. He married, January 19, 1S56, Miss Mary 
Elizabeth Boch. They have had five children, four of 
whom are living. Mr. Ortman has, through his own 
efforts, risen to deserved and enduring prominence. 
His fortune is the result of careful and far-seeing man- 
agement in a business conducted with integrity and 
industry. 




5LESSNER, DR. MICHAEL CHARLES THEO- 
DORE, of Saginaw City, Michigan, was born 
1^* October 20, 1813, in Striegan, Prussia. His father, 
<*? Henry Plessner, a Professor in the University of 
Breslau, died in i335. Doctor IMessner attended the 
Gymnasium Scho()l, at Breslau, until 1S33. He then 
entered the University of Berlin ; and received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine, August 10, 1837. The 
same year, he was appointed surgeon of the Cholera 
Hospital; and was actively engaged in his professirmal 
duties, near Berlin, from 1838 to 1842. In the latter 
year, he was ap|)ointed Royal Officer of Health ; and 
lived, first, at Friedland, and, afterwards, at Stettin, until 
1849, when he emigrated to America. He reached Sagi- 
naw City, August 10, 1849; and, with the exception of 
an interval of two years passed in Toledo, Ohio, has 
since made it his home. From 1852 to i860, he held 
the office of Justice of the Peace. He was Superin- 
tendent of the Poor for eight years. In 1859 he received 
a Captain's commission in the Michigan militia. He 
was President of the Board of Education for ten years; 
and, in 1868, was a Presidential Elector. In 1839 he 
became a Free Mason ; and has taken all the degrees 
except one. While he was in Toledo, he was President 
of the medical society tliere; and is now a member of 
the different medical societies of Saginaw. Prior to the 
organization of the Republican parly, he was a Free-soil 
Democrat; and cast his first vote for Hale, in 1852. 
He was active in the campaigns of 1856, '60, '68, and 
'76, in making stump-speeches, in Saginaw and other 
counties, for the nominees on the Republican ticket. 
Doctor Plessner has, at all times, been deeply interested 
in the growth and educational advancement of Saginaw 
City. His knowledge, skill, and devotion to his pro- 
fessional duties, place him among the best physicians in 
his county. Forty years of incessant labor at his profes- 
sion have not impaired either menial or physical vigor. 
He married, March 7, 1839, Amelia Fittenger. They have 
had thirteen children, twelve of whom lived to maturity. 




'\\RTRII)GE, HON. BENJAMIN F., of Ports- 
r mouth. Bay County, Michigan, was born in the 
^. :i> town of Shelby, Macomb County, Michigan, 
• '^ April 19, 1822. He is the son of Asa and Sarah 
C. Partridge. They came from Scotch-Irish ancestors 
who emigrated to this country several generations back. 
His parents were from Vermont, but were married in 
Detroit, Michigan, soon after the War of 1812. They 
lived there for a time, and then removed to a farm in 
Shelby, where they remained several years; and finally 
removed to the village of Palmer, — now St. Clair City, — 
in St. Clair County, Michigan. There his father died 
in 1827, leaving an invalid wife and four children, of 
whom Mr. Partridge, then five years old, was the sec- 
ond. From this time, we find him living any place it 
suited him best until, when about fourteen years of age, 
having had no educational advantages, he commenced 
attending the common schools, doing chores and work- 
ing about for several years. As soon as he became 
competent to teach, he took charge of a school, at the 
same time studying law, mathematics, and engineering 
under private instructors. He also read Latin and 
French under private teachers, and learned type-setting 
and printing before he reached the age of twenty-two 
years. About this time, he began the mercantile busi- 
ness, and studied ship-building and carpentry for two 
years. He then engaged in civil engineering and sur- 
veying for a year, when he left mercantile business, and 
gave his attention to surveying, dealing in real estate, 
and lumbering. In 1845 ^^^ married Miss Olive M. 
Wright, fruni New Hampshire. He lived at Lexington, 
Michigan, until the spring of 1854, when he removed 
his family to Lower Saginaw, now Bay City, Michigan, 
where he had engaged largely in lumbering. During 
the next two years, he built two large steam saw-mills, 
and made various other improvements at Bay City, 
becoming interested in vessel property. The financial 
crisis of 1S57 was disastrous to his interests, and swept 
away nearly all his accumulations of the previous four- 
teen years. After many vain efforts to arrange his 
business matters satisfactorily, he again commenced sur- 
veying and engineering; and continued it in connection 
with selling new lands, until the civil war came on. 
In September, 1861, he commenced recruiting men for 
the i.st Michigan Lancers, in which he enlisted as a 
private under ('olonel Rankin. In February, 1862, he 
was mustered in as Second Lieutenant of Company H. 
W'hen the lancers were disbanded, he obtained orders 
to enlist men from the lancers with Captain J. M. 
Mott; they raised a company, and were assigned to the 
i6th Regiment of Michigan Infantry. The company 
being thus transferred, he was mustered in as Fir>t 
Lieutenant of Company I, in the lOth Michigan. He 
was subsequently commissioned and mustered, from time 
to time, as Captain, Major, Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
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Colonel of the i6th Michigan Veteran Volunteer In- 
fantry. While Major, he had command of the 8jd 
Peninsular Volunteers, and was wounded in the neck bv 
a ball at the battle of Peebles' Farm. He was then 
brevetted Colonel of United States Volunteers. January 
iS, 1865, he took command of the i6th Michigan, and 
was brevetted Hrigadier-Cjeneral of United States Vol- 
unteers. In March he was in command of a brigade, 
and was wounded by a ball in the left side of his head 
at Quaker Road, but resumed his command the next 
day, and continued until Lee's surrender. On that 
occasion, he received twenty-eight of the seventy-one 
flags surrendered. While on the march from .Appo- 
mattox Court House to Richmond, (leneral Partri'It'e's 
horse fell, and two of his ribs were broken; notwith- 
standing this, he remained in c:im]"> until hi-* final recov- 
ery. After the grand review at Washington. I)i-.trict 
of Columbia, he was sent in command of a detai:hment i 
of seven regiments to LotiisvilJe, Kentucky. There he : 
was appointed President of a general court-martial, and 
continued to hold the court until he was mustered out 
of service with his regiment, at Ji.-flVr.son\ illo, huliatia, I 
in July, 1S65. He j)articipatc<l in all but two «)f the 
fifty-four engagements on the rec«»rd cif the ngiiiuMit:| 
thirty-six of them being considered iK-avy battles; and 
was at the entire siege of Peursburg except HatLher's 
Run, October 27, 1S64, being in hospital at that time. 
Before the war, he serveil eighteen months as SherilT 
of Hav Countv, and was aNo ("ouniv Survevor. After 
the war, he was four years Assessor of Internal Revenue 
in the Sixth District, Michigan, and resigned in 1S71. 
He was also President of Pay County Agricultural 
Society two years, during the same time. In 1871 he 
resumed farming on his place near Pay City; ancl, in 
1872, was elected Supervisor of the town ; he has been 
elected every year since, and was also President of the 
Board of Supervisors of his county three years in succes- 
sion, which office he still holds. In the fall of 1S76, at 
the general election, he was chosen ('ommissioner of 
the State I.and-officc of Michigan, to serve two years. 
During the existence of the order of Sons of Temper- 
ance, he was an ardent supporter of its principles and 
a member of the society; he was also a member of the 
Temple of Honor, another higher temperance order. In 
early life, he joined the Masojiic PVaternity; and has al>o 
been a prominent Odd-Fellow. While quite young, he 
became a member of the Congregational Church of 
Algonac, Michigan. In the soldiers who fought for the 
Union in the late war, he takes a lively interest, being 
one of the Poys in IJlue, and Vice-President of the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Association of Michigan. He 
takes great interest in agriculture and horticulture, and 
is a prominent member of these societies. He is also 
Master of a Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, and 
member of the State Orange of Michigan. He belongs 



to the order of Stars and Stripes of the State of Michi- 
gan soldiers, and is a Republican in ]>olitics. General 
Partridge is a man of strictly tem]»crale habits, — never 
using stimulants or tobacco in any form. He is of a 
calm and even disposition, rarely disturl)ed by undue 
excitement. One of these canls was jiresented to each 
member of the regiment when discharged: 

"Hkad-quakters 161 II Mich. Inf. Vet. Vols., '(^ 

"July 17, 1865. ; 

**SlR: — Accept my congratulations and thanks for 
having so nobly and .successfully performed your duty 
during your perilous term of service, and for having 
been connecte<l with an organization which has with 
honor to itself participated in the following-named bat- 
tle^: 

'• vi.) Sict;c of Vorktown, April. iS^ii. (2.) Hanover Court 
Hoiist. M:iN i-f, iVi.». 't.) Mci h;iiiirs\ilh', June ^, 1S62. (4.) 
O.jirus Hill, June .'j, i^t»j. (5.) White 0;iK Swamp, June 30, 
iS<u. (fi.; Malvtrn Hill. Jnntt'30, iNoj. (7.) I'urkry IWnil, July 
1, i^ij. (S.j linll Itun. N'o. i, Au;»:ust 31*, iV>i. (i|'.) Antii-tam, 
M;ir\land, ScptrinluT 17, iSoj. (10.) SlirparilstuxN n, \ ir^iniUf 
>iplcml«tr Ji». iSij. (11.) I'rrtlcrirksburir, Dt-rfniher 13, iSftJ. 
(ij.; C'li.tiirt ll•ll^MIll', .April 30, iS(>3. {13-) Mi(JiiU'l>ur^, June 
ii, iS>3. ■,14.; t;i'H\sl>inj,^ Jiilv 1-3*, iV)3. (l^.) Willianisport, 
Mar> 1.111(1. July i.'. iN>3. (10.) \V:ippiuy Ifcijrlits. July JI. iy»3. 
■;i7.) ^lri^t■•^^ Station. Ortohrr if, i8<^i. (iN.) ltapp'ahann«>«-k 
Mation. \ii\rinlMr 7, 1^*13. (K;.,) Mint- Uun, No\ cniVrr 27, 18^3, 
'.«'.: \V ililoriu;..s. May 5, iS(.^. \^i\.) I.auril Hill, May S. ihrxj. 
;-•-!.;■ Si)ctts\l\a!iia. May i**, |S<»4. (jj.) Nurtli Anna.' May 2^, 
1N14. ;.•}.;. liliipatouiiiy t'rci.'k. May V'« I'^M- (-5-) Miiifncillu 
>\\ .uMj>, Juiu- I. iN»4. f.»().) Mt tluiula" inuicli, Junc-i, iS(a4.' (27.) 
Itatlk- (>r 1\ tcrsl'ur^r, Junt- iJ>, iSi-i. (js.) I'ctirsbur'^ an<i Nor- 
folk l{ailri>ail, July 31). IS^^. (a;.; \Vi|iU>n Kail road, Au^u»t iS, 
In. -M, iS(«|. (3.1.1 l\»|ilis* I' arm. Scptrmlur 30, 1S04. (31.) 




\irp:iiiia, .April 13, ^>i^^. The Siege of Petersburg, from June 
lO, jV-vj, to .March Jij», iN)5. 

"With many goo<l wi>hes for your future, 

•'1 am, resjJc-ctfuUy yours, 

"P. F.'l'AR FRIDGE, 

«* Colonel Comm'g 16/// MiJii^an V, V. Infantry,'* 



OWELI., EDWIN R., Stanton, Kditor and Pro- 
^1; prietor of the Montcalm Ilaald^ was born in 
<T^. ' Livonia, Livingston County, New York. Septem- 
<^'-i ber I, 1820. He is the son of John Fuwell, 
who emigrated from Strafford, Vermont, in 18 16. The 
maiden name of his mother, who was of French de- 
scent, was Candine A. Jaques. She was b«>rn and 
brought u]> in Ontario County, New York, hur parents 
having settled at the Hemlock Lake, near the village 
of Livonia. When ICdwin Powell was six years of age, 
his mother died; this broke up the household, and Kft 
him to fmd an indifferent home with vari«ius relatives, 
until he was ten years of age, when his father married 
a second wife, and emigrated to Ann Arbor. Michigan. 
He settled upon eighty acres of Go\ernment land, which, 
at that period, was regarded as on the outskirts of ci\il- 
ization, as there was not then a public road to any i)art 
of Michigan, west of .'\nn .Arbor. Mr. Powell was the 
only as.sistant of his father in his endeavor to make a 
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home in the wilderness, until December, 1835. Upon 
the death of his step-mother, he was hound as an ap- 
prentice to the printer's trade, under George W. Wood, 
at that time the proprietor of the Ann Arbor State Jour- 
nal. Printing was not profitable in those days, and it 
was with difticulty that apprentices, or even journeymen 
printers, could obtain for their labor more than sufli- 
cient to keep them in board and clothes. The State 
Journal soon passed into other hands; and, in 1838, 
Mr. Powell commenced work in the employment of 
George W. Wallace, who had just started the first 
paper in Vpsilanli, called the /Republican. This, how- 
ever* proved to he a very unprofitable enterprise to Mr. 
Wallace; and Mr. Powell, then in his nineteenth year, 
went to Detroit in search of a situation as journeyman 
printer, — or, in other words, he started out on a tramp. 
On arriving, he failed to obtain the work he expected ; 
and, for the first lime in his life, found himself a wan- 
derer about the streets of a city, without a cent in his 
pocket, and with a sensible appreciation of the cold 
charity of the world. After two or three days, he suc- 
ceeded in getting enough to do to pay his expenses to 
the village of Pontiac, where he obtained employment, 
at eight dollars ])er month, on the Pontiac Jacksonian^ 
published by Eldridge & Denton. He remained there 
until the following April, and then returned to Ann 
Aibor, where he worked in the printing-offices a portion 
of the time, until the month of December, 1S39. He 
then learned that a situation was open for him at Jack- 
son, in the Atnerican Freetnan office, which was the only 
abolition paper published, at that time, in the North- 
western States. He went there by stage early in Janu- 
ary, 1S40, and was compositor and pressman of that 
paper for three months, with the assistance of only a 
small boy. Seymour B. Tread well was the editor, and 
he, on many occasions, gave Mr. Powell the credit 
of being the best printer he ever saw. At the end of 
three months, the Freeman was suspended for want 
of support, and Mr. Powell received his wages, amount- 
ing to about seventy dollars, — a sum large enough to 
make him believe himself one of the wealthy men of 
the place. Returning to Ann Arbor in May, he was 
unable to get much to do at printing, as the times were 
too hard. Job printing was wholly performed on a 
hand-press, and such a thing as a job or card press 
was unknown in Michigan. In August, 1840, he re- 
turned to Jackson, and went to work on a Whig paper 
just started there by Moore & Hitchcock. He remained 
until late in the fall, when the death of Mr. Moore led 
to a change of proprietors; and the office was taken 
possession of by D. D. T. Moore, who subsequently 
established Moore's Rural A'ctu Yorker, Mr. Powell 
then went to work in the ofhce of the Jackson Demo- 
crat^ ]»ublished by Raney & Cheeney. This firm soon 
dissolved, and G. W. Raney took possession. It so 



happened that Mr. Raney had no taste for editorial 
work, and allowed Mr. Powell to do the editing in the 
name of the proprietor. For the first time in his life, 
he had the pleasure of seeing his own articles in print, 
generally filling about four columns weekly. This work 
was done principally in the night, by the light of tal- 
low candles. In business hours, he performed all the 
mechanical work of the office, except what was done 
by a small boy. This engagement terminated in May, 
1S41, when Mr. Powell went back to the lower town of 
Ann Arbor to take a situation on an abolition paper 
called the Si};nal of Liberty. The office had been re- 
moved from Jackson, and the paper was merely a revi- 
val, under another name, and in another place, of the 
American Freeman. After he had worked in this office 
for a year, it changed hands, and the paper was pub- 
lished by a company in the upper town. In the winter 
of 1843, Mr. Powell entered into a verbal copartnership 
with Orrin Arnold to publish the Michigan Argus^ a 
new paper started upon the extinction of a Democratic 
paper printed there, called the Ann Arbor Henild. This 
was his first ncwsj>nj)er venture; and, as he was inex- 
perienced, the partnership proved to be an unfortunate 
one in many respects. He retired from the Michigan 
Ar^us, and returned to the office of the Signal of Liberty^ 
where he was employed as foreman, until September, 
1S46. He then retired, with five hundred dollars of hard- 
earned wages in his pocket, and started out with the in- 
tention of carrying on the business for himself in the 
future. In the latter part of September of that year, he 
purcha*.ed of Nicholas Sullivan the Livingston Courier^ 
published at Howell, Livingston County, paying for it 
the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars. This place, 
at that time, was comparatively on the borders of civiliza- 
tion. The people lived in log houses, and were mostly 
in straitened circumstances. The circulation of the 
paper did not exceed two hundred, in the entire county, 
and scarcely any job printing was called for. The busi- 
ness paid expenses and something besides, and Mr. Pow- 
ell continued the paper until the close of the Cass and 
Rutler campaign, in 1848; when he thought he saw a 
more promising field for his labor in the village of Ionia, 
in Ionia County. He transferred the good-will of the 
Livingston Courier to W. B. Smith, in December, 1848 ; 
and, in January, 1849, removed, with his printing ma- 
terial, to Ionia, and started a five-column folio paper, 
which he entitled the Ionia Gazette. By hard work and 
perseverance, the Gazette grew with the place, and 
proved a profitable enterprise, yielding to Mr. Powell 
a handsome competence. In 1862 he was elected Justice 
of the Peace, which office he accepted; but it proved 
one of the mistakes of his life-time. By attempting to 
discharge the duties of a judicial office, he found him- 
self in a new vocation, which by nature and education 
he was unfitted to fill. The period of the war brought 
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to him a great deal of oflicial Im^iness, which, in due 
time, ina<le enemies of his warme-il friends, and tinis 
paved the way for tlic Ionia .Si •////;/,/, whicli wa^ estab- 
lished in May, 1866. 'J'he rapid j;n»wth of Ionia, how- 
ever, had made it possible for twu newspa]»ers to thrive 
in that place; l)nt in August, 1867, ihe GazctU' was 
merged in the Ionia S,nfhul^ and Mr. I'owell >r»on 
after engaged in manufacturing, wliich pruNcd excucfl- 
ingly disastrous to his finances. lie closed his bu^i^ess 
in Ionia, and purchased the Montcalm IlcnilJ^ pul>li>hed 
in Stanton, Michigan, whicli ha«i then ])ecn in existence 
a little more than one year. He renicvcil to Stanton in 
January, 18^)9, and there resolve*! to retrieve his fortunes 
by resuming, in a new and untried I'leld, the c)ccupaiion 
he had cho>en in his earlv life. Uv hnnl work antl an 
indomitaldc will, he succeeded. He brgan un«ler very 
discouraging circumstances financially, and has con- 
tinued the Montcalm Ilcrtild without the interruption 
of a single, week of its publication. It has steadily 
advanced in prosperity an<l uscfuliurss until, in 1S7S, it 
has become the largest weekly lu-w^jinju-r in Michigan 
north of the Detroit and Milwaukee Kaihoad. It i> 
one of the most prosperous weekly j«nirnaK in the State, 
outside of the large cities, and one f>f the mo-t influ- 
ential of the ])arty to which the c«litor is devott*dly 
attached. After occupying llie editorial chair thirty-two 
years, he does not know of a single person in any party 
who desires to injure him, or iinj>cde his eflort** to make 
a readable newspaper. His friencN, neighbors, and the 
people of the county of his re-^iclence, de>ire tt) see him 
continue his editorial work until compelled by the in- 
firmities of age to lay down the scissor^ and the <]uill. 



physician and dentist. There he immediately i<lentified 
himself with all the interests of the place; and has now 
a large practice, as the leading physician, among the best 
families of Stanton and its vicinity. He joined the Free 
and Accepted Masons at Katon Rapids, in 1S55; he has 
been connected with various lodges, ha.s held every 
<»thce in the lodge, except Worshipful Master, and is, at 
present. Senior Warden. He jt)ined the Knights of 
Pythias in 1S74, at Cjreenville. Mr. Kanney is a com- 
municant in the Congregational Church. He was a 
Democrat until the civil war, when he joineil the Re- 
publican party. He married. May 5, 1S56, Mrs. M. M. 
WiUey. 'Ihey ha\e two sons, — (leorgi^ (r. and Frank 
D.. — a;;e<l. respectively, twenty-one and nineteen years. 
Doctor Raniiev is a self-made man in everv sen.se of the 
term, having obtained a thr»rough knowledge of medi- 
cine by his inili\idual ell'orts. while supporting his 
tamily, and under the mo-^t discouraging circumstances. 
He owes his succirss as a practitioner, not to a medical 
college, but to his untiring energy and indomitable 
will. He has forced hi«» enemies to acknowledge his 
woith, the profrs<ion to recoj^ni/e his ability, and the 
public to demanil his services. He is now assistant 
surgon for the Detroit, Lansing and Lake Michigan 
Railroad. 



^(j'AXNEY, DR. HEZEKIAH R, of Stanton, 
^|i|- Michigan, was born near I'atavia, New York, 
^^.•^* June 7, 1833. His father, who was a farmer, 
removed to Grand Rapids in 1S47, and to Albion in 
1851. Mr. Ranney received his education at Albion, 
and entered the army, in 1S63, as Second Lieutenant in 
the 15th New York Cavalry, in a company which he 
had assisted in raising. He took part in the battles of 
Lynchburg. New Market, Fisher Hill, and other con- 
flicts in the Shenandoah Valley. He was slightly 
wounded at Fisher Hill; and was mustered out of 
service at Flmira. New York, in 1S65. During several 
years he was a diligent student of me<licine, and had 
fre([uent opportunities of gaining knowledge and ex- 
perience by practice in the army. C>n his return from 
the war, he entered the drug st«)re of his brother; and, 
in 1S69, commenced work at his profession, with A. J. 
Wiggins, of St. Johns. In 1870 Doctor Ranney traveled 
as a specialist, and the same year settled at Stanton, as 




[fEYNOLD.s, MONTGOMERY A., Merchant and 
fl Miller, of Stanton, Montcalm County, was born 
^ in Woodsti.K'k. Ulster County, New York, Octo- 
ber 2t), 1850; and is the son of William H. and Harriet 
( Sagrndorj)!!) Reynolds. Mr. Reynolds is one of a 
family of ten children, of whom four only survive. l^>th 
of his paternal grancl-parents are living; they married in 
1821. His father is one among four sons and seven 
daughters: and the family circle never has been broken 
by death. His mother is of Crerman parentage, an<l his 
father is of New England rlosccnt, tracing his ancestry 
from Connecticut ; but the familv ha<l settled in New 
York at an earlv dav. Mr. Revnolds received no edu- 
cation other than that afforded by the common schools, 
which he atten<led until he was ten years of age. From 
that time until he reacheil fifteen, he went to school 
only in winter, assi>ting his father on the farm in sum- 
mer. At fifteen, he left school, and had to bend all his 
energies t«»wards assisting in the sujiport of the family, 
bv tilling the soil of the farm. Farm labor was alwav? 
distasteful to him, and he early founcl an opportunity to 
yield it. He aj>prenticed himself at the .age of seven- 
teen, to a stone-cutter, and worked at that trade for two 
years, until the fall of 1S69. He then started for the 
West, and .settled in Stanton. Michigan, where a sistei 
of his mother resided. He worked for four days in a 
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mill, and then obtained a position as clerk in the general 
mercantile store of H. H. Hinds. He remained in this 
employment four years, receiving an increased salary 
each year. At the end of that time he invested his sav- 
ings in the drug and grocery business ; and was, for two 
years, one of the firm of Reynolds & Hawley in that 
trade. He then sold out his interest, and, in connection 
with Turner Brothers, in August, 1S76, built the first 
grist-mill in Stanton. He has lately bought out Mr. 
Turner's interest in the business. Mr. Reynolds has 
held the oflTice of Township Treasurer, and has been 
villnge Treasurer for two terms. He is a member of 
the association of Knights of Honor, and has been 
Assistant Dictator in that body. He has alwavs voted 
with the Republican party. He married, October 5, 
1S75, Emma S. Turner, daughter of Nelson M. Turner, 
deceased. They have one child, — a daughter. The for- 
tune of fifteen dollars which Mr. Reynolds brouglit to 
Stanton, has, by his hard work, energy, and persever- 
ance, been made the foundation of a handsome fortune. 



^PSSMAN, LEONARD, of Stanton, Sheriff of 
fjlj Montcalm County, is a native of Michigan; and, 
<II^,o^ was born at Shelby, Macomb County, Ai)ril 16, 
1832. His parents were both of Cerman descent, and 
were natives of New York State. His mother was 
Mary (Rull) Rossman. His father, Eite Ros^man, wa>. 
a farmer, and removed with his wife and family to 
Michigan, in 1830, when he settled on a farm in Ma- 
comb County. Leonard Rossman was one of nine 
children, five of whom were born before the parents 
left New York. He enjoyed no educational advanta- 
ges beyond those afforded by the common schools at 
Shelby, and worked upon his father's farm until he 
was twenty-three years old. He then concluded to try 
the experiment of farming for himself. His first opera- 
tions were in Montcalm County, near Oreenville; after- 
wards in Eureka; and, subseciuently, in Winfield, 
where he worked a farm for eighteen years. In this 
place, he cleared a farm of about eighty acres, which he 
still owns and works. Mr. Rossman's first experience 
in public life was as Treasurer of Winfield Township; 
he held this office for twelve years, having been first 
elected in 1861-62. He resigned the position to enter 
the army ; but, on his return, in 1S66, was again elected, 
and was re elected successively until 1876. In that year 
he resigned, in order to fill the office of Sheriff of Mont- 
calm County. In August, 1S62, Mr. Rossman volun- 
teered in the 21st Michigan Infantry, and held the rank 
of sergeant. An injury which he received early in the 
service caused him to be placed on detached duty, and 
prevented his promotion. He took part in the battle | 
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of Perry ville, and in two minor engagements ; and was 
honorably discharged June 21, 1865. Mr. Rossman has 
always voted with the Republican party, — John C. Ere- 
mont receiving his first vote. At Creenville, December 
30, 1854, he married Julia M. Ormsby, daughter of 
Hiram Ormsby, of South Haven. Their family consists 
of three children, one of whom, a daughter, is married. 
Mr. Rossman is now in the prime of life ; he is firmly 
aiid strongly built; and his expression marks a quiet 
but determined and self-reliant man. As an officer of 
the county, he gives universal satisfaction ; and even 
those who have to submit to his firmness and decision 
acknowledge the mildness of his disposition and the 
true worth of his character. 



:7?II)ER, HON. MYRON, of Greenville, Michi- 
I J gan, was born Eebruary 25, 1S23. His parents, 
v;T=.Iia and Rachel (Eisher) Rider, emigrated to 
Michigan in the year 1S30, settling upon a new farm in 
the town of Salem, Washtenaw County, some thirty 
miles west of Detroit. His father held many offices of 
trust; and was elected Representative in the State Leg- 
islature, in the fall of 1S52, serving one term. Mr. 
Rider's educational advantages were very limited, as he 
was only seven years old when his fiilher went lo the 
West. Michigan was then one unbroken wilderness, and 
no schools were within his reach until years afterwards. 
At the age of eighteen, he engaged as teacher in a dis- 
trict school, — which occupation he pursued for six suc- 
cessive winters, working upon his father's farm during 
the summer months. His early ambition was to obtain 
a classical education, and he commenced the prepara- 
tory course; but, in 1S46, he relinquished the idea, and 
engaged in mercantile pursuits in IMymouth, Michigan. 
In the sj ring of 1850, his health having failed, he, in 
company with six others, started for California, via 
Panama; they reached San Erancisco the following Sep- 
tember, — four of his party having died on the way out. 
He remained in California one year, working in the gold 
mines most of the time. Not meeting with sufficient 
success to warrant his remaining longer away from his 
family, he returned to his home, in October, 1851, and 
engaged in the book and stationery business in Plym- 
outh, — also holding the office of Postmaster. In the 
fall of 1S54, he removed to Montcalm County, and 
engaged in lumber dealing; but, not meeting with suc- 
cess, he soon removed to a new farm, in the adJDining 
town of Bushnell. While there, in the fall of lS$6, he 
was electe^l Probate Judj;e of Montcalm County, which 
office he held for the term of four years. In the spring 
of 1S57, he removed to Greenville, which was then the 
county-seat. Here he was occupied in various branches 
of industry, — in the mercantile business, milling, lum- 
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bering, and farming. He is now connected with D. I of the Southern District of New York, — graduating 
Horton in the sale of hardware and agricultural im]de- under the old law of that State, which required seven 



ments, — still continuing the management of his farm. 
Mr. Rider is at the head of the Masonic Fraternity in 
Greenville, having been instrumental in its organization. 
In iS66, he was the Democratic candidate, in his district, 
for Rcj)re>entative in Congress. In 1871 he was elected 
first Mayor of the city of Greenville. He married. Octo- 



year»' study before admission to practice. He suj^ported 
himself, in the interim, by doing office work, and writ- 
ing for pcriudicals and new>papers. In 1848 he left, 
among the i\ri>t of the pioneers, for California ; and 
arrived in San Francisco in May, 1849, after an eventful 
passage. After spending three months at the mines, he 



ber 22, 1847, Mary Marshall, of I)e Witt, Clinton County, commenced the practice of his profe-i>ion in San Fran 



They had two children, — a son and a daughter, — neither 
of whom is living. Mr. Rider has been conncctt-d with 



cisco. During hi> re>idence there, he was a member of 
several of the leading law firms of the city. He was, 



all the public enterprises of the city of (.ircenville ; ami at one lime, a member of the Board of Education; and, 
was very active in his support of mea-sures for the con- at all tinie>, was identified with all public enterpri>es 
struction of the Detroit, Lansing and Northern Rail- 1 calculated lo i»ri>mole the growth of the city. He was 
road. He has long been a member of the Meihoili>t 1 one of the <.<rij;inators of the State Agricultural Society, 
Church; and is a firm believer in the j^rinciplc^ of ( hris- 1 and one o^ the Directors named in the act of the l.egis- 
tiariity, which he endeavor.- to carry out in his dealings l.iture incorpi.uating that society. While in California, 
with his fellow-men. Being one of the oldest settlers in 1 he \\as larL;cly iiitereste»l in re.il estate. A portion of 
Greenville, he is well knt»wn and highly esteemed. He his ranch j'ri)j'erly he devoted to breeding and rai-ing 
is a fine specimen of physical manhood, being <n'er six 1 (.aitlc and Imivos. He was, at one lime, pioprietor of 
feet in height. He is genial in his manners; and. for ai the lUu-iia \ i««li vineyard, near Sonora, which he greatly 
popular man, rather retiring in disposition. Hi-, intrin- I improved, and wliiih is now one (^f the largest and best 
sic worth and unswerving integrity have given him a ! vineyards in tiie nortlurn part cf California. On his 
very high place in the regard of the people ot (.ircenville. [ return frum Califi)rnia, Mr. Rose sealed in Saginaw, 

\\here he became interesicd in the j)urchase of large 
tracts of railroad lands, and engaged in agriculture, real 
e.>tafe, and other business. He was instrumental in 
organizing the Soginaw River Ihidge Company; the 
East Saginaw and Saginaw Cily Uridine Company; the 
East SaL;inaw (Jas-iiL;lit Company; the Michi.;an Salt 
Company; the Sa;^inaw Valley Land, Salt, and Mineral 
Comj)any; and ihe New Vo:k Solar Salt ('ompany. In 
ncaily all of ihese he has held, or now holds, responsi- 



;7?OSE, JULIUS K., of East Saginaw, Michigan. 

I^jl was born August 3, 1820, in Sherburne, Che- 
^^^^^^ nango County, New York; and is the son 
of Rufus and Deborah (Hatch) Rose. His ancestors 
were Puritans, and settled in Chenango County when 
it was still a wilderness. They were obliged to cut the | b!e positions, either as I'rcsident, Director, or Treasurer. 



roads through the woods, for miles, to their future 
home. His maternal ancestry were very long-lived, — 
his great-grandfather having attained the age of one 
hundred and six. His grandfather was a celebrity in 
his day; he was a man of great energy and will, and 



Mr. Rose ii a L>emocrat ; and, in 1866, was a candidate 
of that ])arty for Congress. He was defeated, however, 
as his district was largely Republican. He was edu- 
cated in the Congregational Church, but is now unsecta- 
rian and liberal in his reli'ious views. He became an 



was in the habit of working sixteen hours per day dur- Odd-Fellow in 1S45; at the time he emigrated to Call- 
ing a great part of his life. He was also distinguished I fornia, he was presiding ofi'icer of the State Rights 



for an inexhaustible fund of humor and anecdote. From 



Lodge. 



He was one of the charter members, and as- 



his father, Mr. Rose inherited a taste for farming and gar- i sisted in organizing thp first lodge ever chartered in ihat 



dcning, and a love for horses and other domestic animals, 
which he has retained through all the vicissitudes of an 
active professional and business life. He was educated in 
his native village, and at De Ruyter Institute, Madison 
County, New York; his favorite studies were mathe- 
matics and the natural sciences. He was afterwards 



State. He was a member of the California Pioneer 
Society, consisting only of tho>e who settled there pre- 
vious to the end of the year 18^9. He married, in 1855, 
Ellen A. Ellsworth, a lady of rare intellectual qualities 
and accomplishments. Her grandfather was an exten- 
sive firmer in Indiana, and, for a long time, Commis- 



cmploycd as teacher of mathematics in Walkill Acad- sioner of Patents. He was a brother of the late Gov 



emy, at Middletown, New Yurk, — devoting his leisure 
time, while there, to the study of law. On leaving Mid- 



ernor Ellsworth, of Connet:ticut, and a son of Oliver 
Ellsworth, one of the Chief-Justices of the Supreme 



dletown, he entered the law ntlke of Cutting & Owen; Court of the United States. Her paternal grandmother 
and completed his legal education in the office of Benja- was one of the well-known Goodrich family, of Con- 
min F. Butler, — then United States l^iilrict Attorney necticut. 
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^'TtOSS, BENJAMIN DOOTII, M. D.. East Saginaw, 
w Jj ^li'^^^'S^'^i i*^ ^ native of King's County, Irc- 

(^3^ land, and was born December 12, 1838. His 
parents were Benjamin 1^ and Kaiherine (Knox) Ross. 
His father was, for a ninnber of years, an ofTicer in the 
British army, but sold out, and emigrated to Canada, 
in 1S45. Doctor Ross attended .AIl»eri Collefje, Ontario, 
for a short time, and afterwards studied medicine with 
Doctor James Lister, of Canada West, lie s<j()n re- 
moved, however, to the United Stales, and continued 
his studies at Buffalo, New York, graduating from the 
university (jf that city in 1863. lie then look charge of 
ihc Buffalo general hospital, where he remained for one 
year. At the end of that time, desiring a diffeient and 
broader titld of lal)or, he remo\cd to East Saginaw, 
Michigan, where he engaged in the general practice of 
meiiicinc. Doctor RO'.s devoted considerable attention 
to surgery, and soon became the acknowledged surgeon 
in that portion of the State. He was prime mover in 
establishing St. Mary's Hospital, which was commenced 
by a sub>ciiption of hfieen hundred dollar.«>. In 1S74 
the hospital wa"^ valued at ten thousand dtdlars, and 
the debt is almost j)aid. In iSCS he was elected to fdl 
the ofhce of City Physician, and held the j^osition until 
1S76. He became a member of the Masonic Fraternity 
in 1S71, and is a Master Mason, and a Knight Templar. 
He is aUo a member of the order of Odd- Fellows, 
having joined the society in iS<'»5. He has aIway^ 
voted the Democratic ticket, and is \ery decided in the 
expression of his political views. He is a meml)er of 
the Epi.^coj'alian Churcli, of Ea«;t Saginaw. He wa-. 
elected .Mderman in 1S77, and still holds the posiiiDn. 
By uncea-ing ministrations among his patients, Doctor 
Ross has won the esteem and confidence of the people 
in Saginaw Valley, and now ranks among the best 
physicians of the State. 



^0^'^*'^*^» MANNING, Esq., of Greenville, Mont- 
v'T" ^*'^^™ County, Michigan, was l^orn in New Provi- 
<r^j.:^5» dence. Union County, New Jersey, on the 25th 
of Sei)tcml)er. 1S02. His father, Abraham Rutan, a cabi- 
net-maker, died two years afterwards. His mother, 
Hannah (Sliipnian) Rutan, a woman of energy, industry, 
and cconuniy, w:is thus left a widow, wi'.ii o'le son, — a 
daughter about ft>ur years old liaving died a few months 
previous to the faJu-r's (Ka'.h. Mrs. Rutan removed to 
the home (if her parent-;, in Morris County, New Jer.-ey, 
and remained there untd her son was fourteen ve.irs t)ld. 
He attended scho'jl until that age, when his mother 
placed him in a country store. Having given satisfac- 
tion during the u-iual period of probationary service, he 
was regularly bound, as was then the custom, and served 



his seven years of apprenticeship, for which he received 
his food, clothing, and fifty dollars in cash. He then 
<^ngagti<^l for one year as a clerk in the same store; and, 
at the expiration of that time, joined a young friend as 
his partner; purchased a small stock of goods, and 
opened a store at Dover, New Jersey. They were very 
successful in their business during five years. At the 
close of that period, Mr. Rutan sold his interest to his 
partner, for five thousand dollars; and, going to Rock- 
away, New Jersey, engaged there in mercantile business; 
first alone, and afterwards with a partner. A success- 
ful business of five years gave him funds, together with 
the proceeds of his interest in the business at Rockj^way, 
sufficient to purchase a thousand acres of wood and 
farm land, and a water-power, in Morris County. The 
next year, he sold the farm land and water-power, pur- 
chased property in Newaik, New Jersey, and, removing 
there, opened a grocery store. While thus engaged at 
Newark, with a friend as partner, he also opened a store 
at Dover, New Jersey; and, having decided to give his 
personal attention to the business there, rented his prop- 
erty in Newark, s<pld his wood land in Mf»rris Count)*, 
and removed to Dover. The next sj^ring. he sold the 
Newark property, bought the interest of his Dover 
partner, and there continued the business alone until 
1S50. Having authorized his brother-in-law to purchase 
land-warrants, with the purpose, of going West and loca- 
ting a lhou-»and acres of land in Wisconsin, and being 
desirous of inspecting this purchase, he m.ide the jour- 
r ney ; and met his limther-in-law, who had l>een de- 
, tained. on hi^ return, in the locality that is now the city 
of (ireenville, Michigan. Here, observing the fine char- 
acter of the country, he directed his brother-in-law to 
effect the i>urchase of seven hundred acres, a part of 
which is now the city of Greenville, by exchange of the 
Wisconsin land, and cash diflerence. This was success- 
fully accomplished, and Mr. Rutan the next year paid 
a vi>it to his Michigan property, and had a portion of 
it surveyed and platted in streets an<l lots, as a village site. 
Then, going Ea«»t once more, he clo-.e<l his bu-*iness at 
Dover, bought a general stock of goods suitable for a new 
settlement, and. returning to <.Ireenville. on the 1st of 
October, iS5«>, commenced burliness as a i)ermanent 
resident. Mr. Kntan at once erected a store and dwelling- 
house ; and, engaging a partner to attend to the mer- 

i 

cantile business, buried hini'-clf in the cultivation of 
much of the land on which is now erected a city. Finding 
that the attention necessary to con<luct his land business 
kept him Imm giving the necessary time to the business 
of his store, he sold his interest there to his partner; 
erected a new dwtdling-house; an<l devoted his entire at- 
tention to the improvement and sale of hi^ large tract of 
town sites, 'ihis, owing to the rapid increase of ])opu]a- 
tion, was rapidly sold. In the course of a few years, having 
sold most of his land, Mr. Rutan repurchased his former 
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store and dwelling; and, with a former clerk as partner, 
again began the buNinos of a merchant. After iive years 
of great succcs>i, he gave this business to his son, and per- 
manently withdrew fr.Tni mercantile life. In iSO.j., in ad- 
dition to the original purchase, Mr. Rutan bought and 
platted a tr.ict of about two hundred acres, of wliiLli 
he added eighty acres to what were then the village 
limits. Of this land he donated lots on which to erect 
the Ilaptist C!hurch and the Union School-house, — from I 
his former purchase, he had donated tiie site of the 
Congregational Church. The many fine residences whicli 
have since been erected attest the good judgment of 
Mr. Rutan, who made the giound ready for those who 
purchased it of him, by laying it out in streets, squares, 
and buililing-lots. Mr. Rutan has not conllneil his busi- 
ness o])erations to matters mentioned, but has also en- 
gaged in handling the pro<lucts of j)ine lands and saw- 
mills. He has been a stockluddor and a Pirecior of the 
First National Kank of Ionia, since its orgaiii/alion ; and, 
a stockholder in, and President of, the First Xa'ionrd 
Pank of Cireenville. He has never soi'ght public dr 
political office. In May, 1S31, Mr. Rutan nianicd Mi>^r> 
Melinda Hurd, of Dover, New Jersey. Tlieir only son, 
Eugene Rutan, now conducts the mercantile business, 
mentioned as resigned to him by his father in 1S69. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Rutan have, for manv vcars, been 
members of the Coigregatlo:ial C'hurch. An earnest ad- 
vocate of the atlvantages of tempitrance, anil in his own 
person a living exami)Ie of ihcm, he regards this as the 
first among all the objects of the philanthropist. A 
deacon of his Church, he is distingui.->hed for his liber- 
ality, having endowed a profe^sor■^hip in Olivet (.'ol- 
lege, and responded freely to the calls of Oberlin for 
assistance in its goo 1 work. Although now apj»roajli- 
ing that age in which human existence is but "iabi.ir 
and sorrow," Mr. Rulan, as the result of his temperate 
life, is yet quite active, an<l able to give his personal 
attention to the direction of his estate. His character 
for integrity is among the first, and he has won the re- 
spect and confidence of all with whom he has been as- 
sociated. 




^■HELDON, CHARLES STUART, A. M., M. D.. 
J; of (ireenville, Michigan, was born at New York 
k!^-: • Mills, Oneida County, New York, January 14. 
1S42. He is the son of Stephen Smith and Teniira 
(Harris) Sheldon. His parents were married at Rupert, 
Vermont, and removed fir^^t to Eastern Ma<«^achu.setts, 
and, subsequently, to New York Mills, where his father 
was Secretary to the New York Mills Manufacturing 
Company. Mr. Sheldon's health failing him, he pur- 
chased a farm near I)rockj)ort, New York, where he 
removed, with his family, when the subject of this sketch 



was three years old. Charles Sheldon engaged in the 
work of the farm during the summer months, attending 
sclmol in the wi::ter, and graduated at the iJrockport 
C'oUegiatc Institute in 1S5S. In tl;e fall of the same 
year, he brgm his studies at Phillips' Academy, at An- 
dover, Mas^aciiusctts, then under the care of the emi- 
nent schi)l.Tr, Dr. Samuel H. Taylor, and giadualed in 
the following summer. In the fall of 1S59, wjih a 
majority tjf his Andover classmates, he cnteiCvl the 
classical department of Yale College, from whicli he 
graduated in i8(>3, ranking in scholarship number forty- 
two, in a class of over two hundred, and receiving an 
appointment on the commencement pr< gramme. ' He 
received the degree of A. M. in lS'36. 'i'his class was, 
wiili one excepiion, the largest that, had ever graduated 
at Yale, and contained many who are widely known 
for usefulness ai:d ability. Among them may be men- 
tioned, Piof. William G. Sumner, of Yale College; Rev. 
S. \V. Duifield, late of Ann Arbor; Rev. L. T. Cham- 
berlain, of the New England C>»ng regal ional Church, 
(."hiiagi>; William C. Whitney, (.'or|)oration Cc)un.sel of 
New York City; Piof. Cieorge W. Alherton. of Rutger's 
Cull;ge ; and Pre-^id^-nt 1*'. A. Ware, of .\tlanta Uni- 
ver-ity. After leaving collCj^e, Mr. Sheldon devoted 
two years to teaching at Madist)ii and Waukesha, Wis- 
consin, occupying, at the latter |)!a':e, the position of 
Principal of the State lUforin Schcol. In 1S65 he 
be:;an the study of mediiine. at PulValo. New York, in 
the medical dtjiartment of the P.ulValo University. He 
attended three full courses of lecturrs, and graduated in 
February, 1807, wit!i the dfgrttc of M. D. During the 
jjeriiid of his studies at iJufialo, he acted in the capacity 
of resident phy-ician to the P>idT;\lo general hospital, 
reniaiiiiiig till the autumn of 1S67. He th^-n went to 
New York City fur the purjiose of attending a course 
of let lures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons; 
and, in the spring of 1S6S, he graduated from the insti- 
tution, receiving an ad cundcm degree of M. D. His 
first choice of a location for the practice of his profes- 
sion was at Winona, Minnesota, where he removed soon 
after graduating fr«)ni New Yoik. He here spent three 
years, gaining many warm friends, and succeeding ad- 
mirably in his practice. In January, 1S72, he left 
Winona, and removed, with his family, to Greenville, 
Michigan. He has ^ince been engaged in the duties of 
his pr<'fessinn at that place, and commands an extensive 
j>ractice. Me finds time, amidst the engrossing cares of 
a successful [iractitioiier, to be an occasional and able 
contributor to the medical journals. Politically Doctor 
Sheldon is a moderate Republican ; but he has no as- 
pirations for political fame, and has never held office. 
Doctor Sheldon was married, at Puflahi, New Yoik, 
October 30, 1S68, to Miss Emma L. Hodge, of that place, 
niece of William Hoilge, one of the earliest settlers of 
Buffalo. They have had four sons, three of whom are 
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now living. Doctor and Mrs. Sheldon are members of 
the Congregational Church, and are both actively cn- 
ga;;cd in the work. The Doctor was elected Superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school connected with the church, 
in July, 1874. His services in this capacity have been 
thought so valuable that he has been three times re- 
elected to the same pOi^ition. The prosperity of the 
school, vhich is, in many respects, a model one, is 
largely due to his faithful and efficient labors. lie is 
known for his pu1)lic spirit, and is deeply interested, 
and actively engaged in temperance and all other move- 
ments, which have for their object the benefit of the 
comniunity at large. 



'^HEARER, JONATHAN, of Plymouth, was born 
"T^jfj August 23. 1796, in Coleraine, now Franklm 
C^^ County, .Massachusetts. His great-grandfather, 
James Shearer, left Germany for Scotland, and after- 
wards for Ireland, whence he emigrated to lliis country 
with his son, John Shearer, grandfather of Jonathan. 
They settled in Palmer, Massachusetts, where John 
Shearer married Betsey Little, and had two daughters 
and eight sons, — all large and strong men and women, 
who lived to a very advanced age. One of them, 
William Shearer, was the father of the sul)jcct of this 
sketch. At the age of twenty-seven, he volunteered to 
defend Lexington; and, in 1775, joined Elhan Allen at 
Ticonderoga. In 1777 William Shearer crossed the 
Green Mountains with General Stark to take part in the 
battle of Bennington. He witnessed the surrender of 
General Burgoyne, and was more or less engaged in the 
struggle for independence throughout its duration. At 
the close of the war, he married Betsey Morton, and 
commenced clearing a new farm in Coleraine, which was 
the birthplace of Jonathan Shearer. The parents were 
moral, religious and prudent people. The Mortons 
were ship owners, called the " Lucky Mortons by sea." 
John Shearer and Betsey (Burns) Morton, were both 
from Scotland, and lived to be one hundred years old. 
Jonathan Shearer's parents reared their son very care- 
fully, teaching him the worth of industry during his 
early years, which were spent on a farm, helping his 
father during the summer months; while, in the winter, 
he attended diligently to his studies at school, where it 
was his delight to be at the head of his clxss. During 
the War of 1S12, he volunteered his services for the 
army, but was rejected at first on account of his extreme 
youth. In 1814, being eighteen years old, he volun- 
teered at Plattsburg, one hundred miles from his home. 
The war being over in 181 5, he entered the militia, and 
received six commissions in the company and regiment, 
from Governor John Brooks and Adjutant-General Sum- 



ner of Boston. Mr. Shearer served in the army nearly 
seven years. Parental influence induced him to abandon 
a long cherished wish of going aa sailjr on a privateer, 
and he turned his attention to the study of law and 
medicine. For eight years he was Superintcndxnu and 
Clerk of the schoul in Marble Town, New York. In 
1816, with his brother Joseph, hs cut eighty-four acres 
of grass, on their father's farm, with scythes. They were 
two months at haying, that year. The sun was dark- 
ened with spots, and every morning they found the 
dew-drops congealed. No corn ripenc'd in New Eng- 
land. At the age of twenty-eight, Jonathan Shearer 
married Christina Dcval, and moved to Phelps, New 
York, wliL-re he bought a farm and was very successful 
in raising wheat and j)cppermint, and in keeping a dairy. 
In this place, Mr. Shearer served as member of the 
Township Board and as Assessor four years, being 
elected unanimously, although he declined running for 
any office. In 1836, hearing Michigan Territory greatly 
praised, Mr. Shearer made a tour of the State, with 
which he was so much pleased that he sold his farm in 
New York and left Phelps, after a residence of thirteen 
years. He came to Michigan while it was yet a Terri- 
tory, having bought more than one thousand acres of 
Government land, which he at once commenced clear- 
ing. He settled with his family in Plymouth, Wayne 
County, for the sake of giving his children educational 
advantages. Although opposed to holding any public 
office, Mr. Shearer was elected Supervisor, and, soon 
after. County Commissioner at the beginning of his resi- 
dence in Plymouth. At that time three persons did all 
the business of the county. Mr. Shearer purchased the 
poor farm for Wayne, extended the tax rolls for the 
eighteen townships and the six wards of Detroit. He 
audited all claims against the county, laid out public 
highways, etc. ; and yet all the cost of three years* 
services, for three commissioners, was only eleven hun- 
dred dollars. The first year after the county farm was 
bought, ten thousand dollars was saved for the poor, all 
the debts of the county were canceled, and the treasury 
was at last in a sound condition. Mr. Shearer served 
the county of Wayne, in his o.fficial po>i:ion, without 
the loss of a single day during his term of office. Soon 
after this, he was nominated for Senator without his 
knowledge, and elected by a large majority. At the 
expiration of the first term, he was re-elected. While a 
member of the Senate, Mr. Shearer was Chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture, and wrote the bill to organ- 
ize the State Agricultural Society ; he also used his influ- 
ence to establish the Normal School at Ypsilanii. In 
1851 he was elected to serve in the State House of Rep- 
resentatives, and in 1867 was chosen member of the con- 
vention to revise the State Constitution. He was zealous 
and successful in influencing the Legislature to select 
Lansing as the site of the new State, capital. In 1876, 
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the pioneers of Michigan elected Mr. Shearer President 
of the Pioneer Society of Michigan. At about the same 
time, he was nominated for Governor, at the State (Con- 
vention held at Kalamazoo, by the dclcg.ites from Wayne 
County. Mr. vSlicarer has now reached the advanced 
a^e of eighty-two years, and is still a very healthy and 
active man. He never consulted a physician except 
once. He is now Pre-iidcnt of the Agricultural Society 
of Wayne County. Governor Mason ofl'crcd Mr. Shearer 
the commi<3>i(>n of Major soon after he came to rcsiile in 
Michigan, and Ciovernor IJarry offered him that of Jlrig- 
adiei'-Gcneral ; he declined the>e military honors, but 
continued to serve his country in another dirociinn. 
As an early pioneer and a high-minded, useful, and hon- 
orable citizen, he has endeared himself to all ; and has 
long held the resj)cct to which he is so well cniiilcd from 
those with whom he has been brought in contact, either 
in public or private, during his long, busy, and success- 
ful career. 



v£JMITII, HARMON, of Stanton, Michigan, was 
^Nf' born in Waterloo, Seneca County, New York, 
^S:^-' March 6, 1832. In 1S36 his paretits removed to 
Wayne County, Michigan, where his nmihcr 3oon died. 
In 1S43 ^^^^ family went to Ionia (.ounly, where hi> 
father died, in the memorable hard winter, leavini; 
eight children with no provision for their supi)ort. 
Each began to struggle for himself. Harmon lived for 
three years, as house servant, in a family which abu^^cd 
and cruelly ill treated him. He then laixired on a faim 
fur four years, at Woo lard Lake, in the family of 
William W'ood, where he received care and kind treat- 
ment. He afterwards commenced learning the cabinet- 
maker's trade, in f.irancl Rapids, l^ut only remained there 
three months. In 1S51 he went to Hastings, where he 
was employed by his brother, George A. .Smith, a 
journalist; ami set the first type in IJarry County, and, 
subsequently, in 1.S69, the flr.^t type on the Jfcrald^ in 
Stanton. In 1.S54 Mr. Smith attended his fust political 
caucus, as an anti-Nebraska Democrat. The following 
year, aided by several prominent politicians, he commenced 
editing the Livingston Rt'piiblican^ in Howell, Michigan. 
In this enterprise he wa.s ai<led by his elder brother, 
Louis M. Smith. At first the paper was a financial 
failure, but Mr. Smith lalx-red with untiring energy 
until its success was established. In 1S56 Mr. Smith 
began the work of a pt-liiical speaker, in which he 
became quite prominent. In 1S50 he began the study of 
law; the following year he was admitted to the bar, 
and opened an olVice in Hastings, Harry County. That 
same year, he was elected Circuit Court Commissioner. 
In 1863 he enlisted as sergeant in Company F, of the 



7lh Michigan Cavalry. He served three years, took 
part in thirty general engagements, and fifty-three saber 
charges, and was sli^^htly wounded twice. At the close 
of the war, he went West, to assist in opening the over- 
land route, then blockaded by the Indians; and, in 
1SO5, he returned to Micliigan, wi:h the rank of Second 
Lieutenant. He then found that all he had been able 
to save was gone, owing to claims which he had sup- 
posed canceled. With his library, and three hundred 
dollars in money, he removed to Stanton, and opened 
the first law office in the place. Besides attending to 
j)rofessi<inal duties, he worked a-» a carjjenier, building 

i his own house and office, and kcejiing bachelor's hall, 
lie has twice been elected Circuit Coait C'ommissioner, 
and has served twice as Prosecuting Alt- rney. October 
2, 1SC9, he inarr;ed Lucclia V. .Mooro, daughter of 
I'liny Moore, of Hubbard^ton, .Michigan. They arc 
mcinbeis of the Congregational rhur..h. but have given 
larL;ely toward the erec;i'^n of other churches, and to 
all ehaiilies, irrespective of demnviinaiion. Since Mr. 
Smith was si'\c:i ye.ir< (.-Id. he has attended school less 
ihan four months; l>ut, by his fcjrco of will and unfail- 
ing energy, he has been enabled to acquire a good 
education. He has invented much in real estate, and 

' has liberally aided every j)ublic improvement of the 
place. In public and private life, his ruling desire is 
to do right. 




£^MITH, GEORGE ANGLE, of Stanton, Michigan, 
■ was born in Waterloo, Seneca County, New 
^^- ' York, January 10, 1S20, and was the third of 
nine children of Walter and Susan (.Angle) Smith. In 
the spring of 1835, the family emigrated to Michigan, 
\ and settled in Huron, Wayne County. In 1839 they 
removed to North Plains, Ionia County. Mr. Smith 
received the usual education given to farmers' sons; 
and, in 1S43, taught sch«»»l, and was emploved in the 
printing-oflice of the Ionia JcimuiL In 1S44 he was 
engaged on the Grand River /:"(/.</<•, the oldest paper 
now in exi>tence in the Grand River Valley. Four 
years later he went to Howell, and worked on the Liv- 
ingston Ccuricr. In 1S49 he established, in Cly<le, New 
York, the Clyde Times. In 1S50 he mariied, in Howell, 
and began the publication of the Larry County Pioneer^ 
at Hastings, Michigan. For two years he served as 
under-Sheriff of Ionia County; and then, at the request 
of the people of iJarry, who otTered him six hundred 
dollars, he returned to that place and started a Dem- 
ocratic paj)er, called the Parry /Vrviw. He was ap- 
pointed, in 1S61, Deputy United States Marshal, and 
at the same time engaged in the drug business. At the 
commencement of the civil war, he was chosen Cap- 
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tain of a company of ninety-days men, who enlisted at 
Hastings; they were not accepted, however, and the 
company d*-:banded. In 1S62 Mr. Smith enlisted as a 
private in the 7th Michigan Cavalry; he was imme- 
diately promoted to the position of hospital steward, 
and served as Assistant Surgeon during the last two 
years of army life. After leaving the army, he practiced 
medicine two years at Stanton. He acquired a knowl- 
edge of law through holding the ofSce of Justice of the 
Peace for sixteen years; and, in 1867, was admitted to 
the bar. He was a Democrat until 1876, when he 
joined the Independent Greenback party ; he is now 
President" of the Independent Greenback Club. He has 
held office almost continually, since of the proper age, 
and was once a candidate for the State Legislature. 
He joined the Odd-F'ellows in 1849, t^^e Free Masons in 
1852, and the Good Templars in 1856. He is a member 
of the Methodist Church, and is very active in the tem- 
perance cause. He is now a lawyer, real estate agent, 
village Clerk, and Justice of the Peace. His wife was 
one of the six daughters of the widow Chase, of Howell. 
All these daughters arc married, and, with one excep- 
tion, are residents of Montcalm County. Mrs. Chase was 
a member of the Methodist Church for sixty-two years; 
and all of the daughters, with their husbands and 
families, with one or two exceptions, are now members 
of the same denomination. 




r MITH, IRVING MARVIN, late of East Saginaw, 
Michigan, was born in Amherst, Erie County, 
New York, February I, 1832. His parents were 
Beriah G. and Betsey (Gale) Smith. In the year 1837, 
they came to Livingston County, and settled in the 
wilderness upon an unimproved farm. Mr. Smith re- 
mained at home and attended school three months each 
winter, until he reached his twentieth year. He studied 
afterwards at Farmington, and graduated at th^ State 
Normal School at Ypsilanti. In New Baltimore, he 
took charge of the Union School for six months. He 
then entered Cochran's Commercial College, from which 
he graduated in 1857. After another year, spent in 
teaching in Dickenson's Institute, in Romeo, he com- 
menced, in 1858, the study of law in the office of E. 
F. Mead, of Romeo. He was admitted to practice at 
Detroit in i860. Two years later, he removed to East 
Saginaw; and, until 1870, practiced his profession with 
Hon. W. L. Webber. He then formed a copartnership 
with his brother, II. P. Smith, which continued up to 
the time of the former's death. Mr. Smith was a prom- 
inent member of the order of Knights Templar. He 
held the office of Grand Commander of the State; and 
Grand Senior Warden of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States. In politics, he was a Republican. 



He was connected with the Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Smith made an excursion South, with the hope that 
change of climate might restore his failing health. He 
had reached Detroit, on his return, when he died at the 
residence of his sister, April 3, 1S76. At a meeting of 
the Saginaw County bar, held April 4, 1876, to testify 
their respect for Mr. Smith, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 

^^ Resolved, That in the death of our brother, Irving 
M. Smith, the bar of Saginaw City has lost a member 
eminent for his energy, industry, and perseverance in 
the practice of his profession ; who, as a lawyer, was 
honest and fair-minded; whose conduct in his inter- 
course with his brother mem])ers and the court was 
always courteous and gentlemanly. 

'''■Resolved, Tliat we extend to the relatives of the 
deceased our sympathies in their bereavement, and offer 
them the only consolation in our power, — the assurance 
that his memory is worthy to be cherished, and that he 
has left a reputation, both as a man and lawyer, pure 
and unblemished." 




MITII, HARLAN PAGE, East Saginaw, Lawyer 
^ and Real Estate Dealer, was born in Hartland, 
Livingston County, Michigan, April 3, 1843. ^c 
attended the district schools of his county; and, when 
eighteen years of age, entered the High School at Fen- 
tonville, where he remained two years. He also spent 
one year at the High School in Ann Arbor. In 1S65 he 
entered the law department of Michigan University, 
from which he graduated in March, 1867. He also 
took a partial course in the literary department. In 
April, 1867, he removed to East Saginaw, and entered 
the law office of Webber & Smith. In the following 
year, he opened a law office, in connection with which 
he carried on real estate business until 1870. In that 
year, he and his brother, the law partner of Hon. Wm. 
L. Webber, entered into a copartnership, under the firm 
name of I. M. & H. P. Smith. They carried on the 
law and real estate business with success until the death 
of the senior partner, which occurred April 3, 1876. 
Since that time, Mr. H. P. Smith has conducted the 
business alone, and has been reasonably successful. He 
was brought up in the faith of the Baptist Church ; but, 
during his college life, became impressed with Unitarian 
doctrines, under the preaching of Rev. Charles H. 
Brigham. He cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln, 
and has always adhered to the principles of the Repub- 
lican party. He married, October 12, 1870, Miss Alice 
E. IngersoU, daughter of Marvin Ingersoll, deceased. 
They have one son, — Harlan Ingersoll Smith, — born 
February 17, 1872. Mr. Smith is a strictly temperate 
man; he is hospitable and warm-hearted, — a man of 
sterling integrity and other good business qualifications. 
He is highly respected as a citizen. 
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^lirAKKR. HON. JAMKS, of Kay City, Michij;:i", 
■)■■ ''^^ ni.ujy of Michigan's best citi/ens, is u( Scutch 
rT.s ' parenla;;c, auil wa-^ l»nni in Alliany, New Voik, 
July 12, 1S23. lie is tlie tl k>.t .>oii of (.icngc Slicaicr 
anil Agnes Buchannan, of Siiilin_L;sliiie, ScMlantl, whc^ 
eniigratid to America in 1S17 and 1S20, respectively. 
Their paicnl-i and ancestors were >turdy Si.oicli fainn-rs 
of respectability, who ha<l occupied the >anic la!;d-> i:i 
Scotlan*! frir fourteen genera; ion*. James She.ircr'.-. 
fa'Jur, in iarl\ life, wa-. in ca^y tiician-tanci ^ ; but, 
like m;iny (4hcr<, he was ti>o kinil-hi-.\i icil. antl k-nt to<j 
Te.idy an ear to tho>e who were in dimness. Int!"r>c- 
menls for friends and acquainlanoc-, to:^c:her wiili a 
di«a-trou- l.re in 1.S27, sw'ej)l a\\;iy all hU pn»j.<.rty. 
k-aving him de]'endent u]"»<.'n lii> prr-s«innl excriicMis for 
the support of hi-* family. He appreciated the benelit^ 
of a liberal eilucati'^n ; and, althoi-.gh he knew tlie dis- 
advantages his clii'.dren mu-l suffer on account of hi^ 
los.^es he ju>tly ci»n>ii!eii'cl tho-c no hindi.iancc to their 
attaining distinguished cxcilloncc as ( ili/cn-, if rlni; 
characters were jirojierly for.ni-il b\ cd-UMiii-n ai:d (lis 
cipline. At an carlv aire, Jami-.'. Slicaier was scut to a 
common school, where lie remairic-l an-l favor:d)ly pm- 
grcs*ied in hi> studies until lSV>, w!;en he entcrcil a st' rr 
in Albany. After haviu" been in tlu' store two n ears, 
he found that the «m ciij-ation w is n-;t congt-ni.il to hi- 
tastes; although, during tl1.1t time, he ac-p;ired bi!sin<>- 
habit-i which have jir ived i:iv.du..ble. I Ia\ ing a ilecidi d 
])rererence for .sonie meih.iiii( d eniplo\nier.t. and believ- 
ing that a wider and m-re promj^ipg lield wcis o])ei:iiig 
lip in the then far West, he einigiated to Mii higan, 
fixing upcm Detr.iil as the place rf hi-, future rcsid* uce. 
Here he served a six years' ajipnMMi eship in the art of 
building, during the last fr.ur of wluMi. he de\«ited hi> 
evenings and <jlher spaie time to the study of gi.'<iinetry, 
drawing, and architectuie, under « onipelent instructors. 
lie then returne-l to ,\lb:'.nv, enteri-d the Albany Acail- 
ciiiy; and, (hiring the winter and "pring of 1S.J4 5. 
.studied the higher mathematic-, aicl.ilecti-.re. nnd nther 
branches. On lea\ing the ac:!demy, he did not, as trio 
many do under similar circumstances, cousiiiei his e<lu- 
calion finished. ni«> t'.esire was in imjHove tht* knowl 
edge he had acfiuired in the art he had clio^en antl 
decided to fallow, by tra\el, Ut-t from any rcuing <lis]io- 
silion, but to gain more extende<l information, although, 
in order to j^rocurc means for this ]nir]to.se, lie wi»uld be 
obliged to frcipiently resort to hi.s tia<le. Acconlingly. 
after leaving the a. adcmy, he travele«l throvgh seveial 
of the .Slates, and the autumn lA i.S.1.6 found liim in the 
city of .\b.)ntg'..m'. ry, Al.il nma, where the Stale cajdtol 
was then in pr'.:(.ess <.f erect i<in. He obtained emjdoy- 
nicnt, but his knowKd^e <'f a:i l.ileciiire and his siij)erior 
skill were sso:.ni di>covereil ; he was appointed superin- 
tendent, and as such lonk charge of the cmipktion of 
the caj)itol. The intri.'di:ctii.n which he thus obtained 



I in Montgomery, he might have turned to profitable 
account, but his home and friends were in the North; 
and, in the summer of 1S4S, l:c leturned 10 I.^clroit, and 
cnmmenccd business fi.r hiin-elf, ai an a:ch:l.cr and 
builder. For se\eral years, he -cccl-n- fully and inoill- 
ably cariied on the two bran(.he-<, but his l..i:>i.;cs.s 
" increased so rapiilly that he Ini'l t> a! a.:d.in the f^rr.cr. 
, Within a very shi.Tt lime alter e-ta!>r;shi;:g himself in 
I>eli<;it. he had the bailing business, hoh in th.* amount 
and chaiacter of the wi;r\, and lhi.-> ailv.mt.gO' ke held 
until iSo^. He then re'ircd, p: rtlv on aeci.unt of his 
; health, and th.it he might iljvote n.ore Oi his time to 
I war m;Ulers, then considerid of the (Irst im]iorta:^.ce. 
: Si'iiK* of tlie tine^t re.-i knees a. id business bh cks, at 
that linic in l)etri.ir, were ik-ig;'.ed and er«.c:e 1 bv Mr. 
!>heaier; ami micIi was the confidence jdaced in his 
jud.;me:il, relial.ilily, ami honesty that, in many in- 
sl.ince-, builiiiiigs were designed and erected by him 
under mere vul'.d ag:eenunis b.iscd u\ on his cellmates. 
Mr.SlieaiiT c.ir:ied »'!i his bu-iiic-s through the finaneial 
troiiblc <'f 1S57, givii:g eniploymeit to n.eclianics at a 
lime when it wa-> iiivuh needed; fidtdled l.i- agreements, 
I and paid .ill his (.■'.. lig:i:io:is. A belter «»r m::re honor- 
.ible rci«'i<I tJia-.i this, U" arcliite.t o|- baihbr can hope 
l(.r. and \eiy fe»y e\ei aii.iin. (.»ne (if Mr. Shearer's 
c.irdin;:! luiiieiples has Ix.en i ut to seek olV.cc ; and, 
although jiriiminently menlioiie»l in connecliim with the 
chief m.'gistr.:cy of the S:a:e, (.'ongre-s, and cUher posi- 
tions, he li;is refased thu^ f.ir to peimiL his name to be 
useil as ih.it of a candii!a:e for ol:',ce. 1 l,e e\cei)lii)ns 
ha\e be-'ii in la^es where ni' ])r'.>I.t or eni; b.ments were 
derived from the jiOsiiion, and wh<. re he coi-.ld render 
tifective aid and service in some new or meritorious 
unileriaking or e.uise. In all such instances he has 
deemed it a duly which he owed the ]iublic to accept, 
considering himself as acting under a jjledgc to ihem ; 
and he failhlnllv endeavors not to fall short of their 
expectations, but, if possible, to e\cecd ihein. In 1S60 
he was elected as one of the .Mdernicn fri m the Si\th 
Waid of Helroit, for a te;m of two \ears. by a very 
llattering miijoriiy. and, during his term, held a jircmi- 
j nent jdace in the City (i'ouncil; many much needed city 
impro\em(Mits were either devi-ed or su«.gested by him 
I during his term. He also gave much, l)«_lh of his lime 
.and money, in procuring l«>c.d bounties for the soldiers; 
in raising troops to iill ihe city's (juota, and in k.oking 
after and supid\ing the wants of the families of the 
brave men who had marched to the fr..,nl. He also 
'made se\eral trips South duri.ig the war, visirijig the 
wounded in the lield, an<l carrving ami di-tiibatii:g 
inetcled aid to the sufuMing. Hetroit c<.»iild boa^^t of no 
: moie patiioiic c:i:i/en llnin James .shearer, and few 
I rcnderutl more cfkctive aid than l.e in furnishing ihe 
i sinews of war. I m Iced, he abandoned all other busi- 
I ness, and gave most of his time to matters connected 
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with the successful prosecution of the Union cause. 
Early in 1863 he became interested in Bay City, where, 
since the spring of 1865, ^^ ^^ been a resident. When 
he first removed there, he manifested and took a deep 
and hearty interest in the permanent prosperity and 
growth of the city. Although inclined to be retiring, 
yet he was always ready and willing, when called upon 
for counsel, to give the full benefit of his knowledge 
and experience. While not wishing for any public 
position, desiring rather to devote his entire time to 
interests committed to his charge and to his own private 
affairs, yet, appreciating the necessity and importance to 
the city of a supply of pure water for domestic, manu- 
facturing, and fire purposes, he accepted the position of 
member of the Board of Water-works, was elected 
President of the board, an^ at once gave his attention 
to the perfecting of a system which would supply the 
entire city with water. He promptly came to the front, 
and, by his energy, perseverance, and influence, lifted 
the First National Bank of Bay City from the financial 
ruin into which it had fallen, in 1867, and placed it 
upon a firm foundation, thereby adding much to the 
reputation and prosperity of the city. He was elected 
President of the bank, a position he still holds, and 
during the ten years he has remained at its head, its 
standing in the financial world has been unquestioned 
and unsuspected. In 1871 Governor Baldwin appointed, 
and the Senate confirmed, Mr. Shearer as one of the 
commissioners to select designs and build a State cap- 
itol. This position he still holds. The building is now 
nearly finished, and is an enduring monument, not only 
as the capitol of a great State, but as demonstrating the 
wisdom of the Governor in his choice of commissioners, — 
Hon. James Shearer; Hon. E. O. Grosvenor, of Jones- 
ville; and Hon. Alexander Chapatere, of Detroit. These 
gentlemen have had charge of the work from the begin- 
ning; against their judgment, ability, and honesty, not 
a breath of suspicion has arisen or will arise. The State 
is to be congratulated on this account, and the commis- 
sioners are entitled to great credit. Mr. Shearer is 
called upon to hold various positions of private trust 
and responsibility, and invariably reflects credit upon him- 
self for the admirable manner in which the business is 
done. Indeed, his entire time might be fully occupied in 
this way if he would undertake all the important matters 
sought to be intrusted to his care. In May, 1850, Mr. 
Shearer was married to Miss Margaret J. Hutchison, of 
Detroit, eldest daughter of Henry Hutchison, a mer- 
chant of that city. They have had four children, all of 
whom are living, and whose characters are above re- 
proach. He is one of the trustees of the society of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Bay City. He has been 
ever ready to promote the educational interests of the 
city, and its present school system is indebted to him 
for many of its excellences. The deserving poor and 
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unfortunate he is ever ready to assist. He is what may 
emphatically be considered a self-made man. He inher- 
ited no wealth, yet to-day is independent, while his 
social standing and position as a citizen are all that 
could be desired, respected at home and abroad. His 
success in life may be largely accounted for : first, by his 
desire and thirst for knowledge, both theoretical and 
practical, causing him to devote to study the hours 
which are usually wasted by the careless and indifferent; 
second, by the system and order which he introduced in 
all his business affairs, and his promptness in keeping 
appointments and business engagements, whether much 
or little depended thereon ; third, by his scrupulous 
honesty, fairness, and fidelity in all his dealings, and in 
all matters intrusted to his care. 



JARBELL, HORACE SUMNER, of East Saginaw, 
^\ Michigan, Slate Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
vxj^* tion, was born in Chelsea, Vermont, August 19, 
1838. His father, Rev. Sumner Tarbell, of the Vermont 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, died in 
1862. His mother, Miranda (Stone) Tarbell, is still 
living. His parents and grand-parents were worthy 
New England people. He received his preparatory 
training in the seminaries of Vermont; and afterwards 
took a classical course in Wesleyan University, at Mid- 
dletown, Connecticut, graduating, in 1859, third in a 
class of thirty-six. He then entered Belleville Seminary, 
C'anada, where he remained three years as Professor of 
Natural Sciences. From 1862 to 1865, he was Principal 
of Farmervillc County Grammar School ; and, the follow- 
ing year, was Principal of Central Academy, McGraw- 
ville. New York. P'rom 1866 to 1871, he was principal 
of .schools in Detroit; and, during the last three years 
of that time, was supervising principal of three schools, 
including Bishop's and DufTield. Professor Tarbell 
organized the evening school at the Detroit House of 
Correction, in 1869, which awakened much interest 
among prison managers, as it was the first successful 
attempt at a regularly organized prison school. As an 
evidence of his thorough knowledge of his work and 
fitness for it, we give an extract from the report of the 
National Prison Reform Congress in 1872: *'The best 
instance of this prison instruction in the United States 
is probably in the Detroit House of Correction. During 
the year 1871, the average number of convicts was three 
hundred and eighty-five ; and two hundred and nine- 
teen, nearly two-thirds of the whole, were in a; tendance 
on the school." In 1870 Mr. Tarbell was a delegate to 
the National Reform Congress, at which he presented 
an important paper on prison reforms. During his resi- 
dence in Detroit, he was somewhat interested in real 
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estate speculations, and erected a number of houses. 
In 1870 he was chosen Sujierintcndcnt of the Public 
Schools in Knst Saj^inaw, and held the po^^ition until 
July, 1877. In the fall of 1S76, he was elected Stair 
Superintendent of Public Instruciimi. He was nominated 
for the posili<»n by the Kcpublii-an party, at the request 
of the association of city >upcrintcn(lents of schools, and 
received several thousand nmre votes than anv other 
candidate. He has held several offices in the National 
PMiicalional Association; and, in 1S75, was President 
of the State 'I'eachers' As«»uciation. I -ike his parents, 
he has alwavs been a strict member of the Metho<li<t 
Kpisct»pal (.'hurch. In p<.»litic'., he is a Republican, 
He married, December 29, 1S59, Martha A. Treat, of 
Glasteubury, Connecticut. Profe>s«>r Tarbcll has won 
the esteem of the entire communitv, and his active and 

* I 

sterling worth in educatinnal matters is freely acknowl- ' 
edged and appreciated by his fellow-citizens. 



|;!; URNER, NELSON MARMADirKE, Merchant, 
of Stanton, Michigan, was born at Wiiificid, New 
^r;^^ York, December 10, 1S17. His fallier, William 
'J'urner, was a member of the New N'ork CouMtituti'inal 
Convention, and follDwecl the Dcciijiation "f a maehinist. 
He removed, with his family.- from New \'i»rk State, in 
1838, and settled in North Eairtield, ( >hio, whore he 
pursued his trade until his death, in October. 1S50. In 
1S52 the family removed from Ohio to Re.nlin}^, Hills- 
dale County, Michi};an, where Nelson Turner and his 
l)rother William built a saw-n»ill and carricil on lumber 
manufacturing for fourteen year-. After four years «i]>cnt 
in Ma.son, Ingham County, in tlie manufacture of furni- 
ture, Mr. Turner removrd lo Siant»m. .Montcdm County, 
in r.^OS, his brother having |>recefled him by two years. 
From this time until his death. May 17, 1S74, he was 
actively engaged in bu^iness in Stanton, and was identi- 
fied with every movement calculated t<» bench l the town 
and county. He was senior member of the firm of 
'I'urner iJrothers. pine-land, saw-mill owners : a member 
of the firms of Kent & Turner, furniture manufacturers, 
and Turner I>rothers,' shingle merchants; and was the 
builder and half-owner of the 'I'urner-Vinecore llioek. 
which to-day i> a monument to his entcrjjri^c in Stanton. 
Like his father, Mr. Turner was a born machinist. His 
opportunities for a school education were extremely lim- 
ited; but, in all that constitutes the per<.evering and 
successful Ijusiness man, he acquitted himself with honor. 
In the fullest sense of the wor«l. a >elf-!nade man, his 
loss was felt, not alone in hi:» family, but throughout 
the whole communitv. On the dav of his burial, busi- 
ness was suspended, and all Stantrrn gave token of 



mourning. Mr. Turner was an active promoter of the 
enterpiise which ended in the construction of the rail- 
road from Ionia to Stanton; and was a stockholder and 
one of the fir^t Directors of the company. He was not 
a denomination.!! Christian, in any sense, but was ever 
ready to contribute to the support of the church societies 
in his community. He married, January 15, 1838, Har- 
riet N. Sutton, daughter of Herman Sutton, of Scruple, 
Oswego County, New York, where she had resided from 
infancy. They have had six chiMren, of whom four 
survive. July 4, 1S59, while on a j^leasure excursion on 
Clear Lake, Indiana, two of Mr. Turner's children were 
<lrowne'l. The same accident resulted in the death of 
Mrs. William Turner. Mr. Turner's eldest son, Hon. 
Stanley W. Turner, of Roscommon, served as Second 
Lieutenant of the iSth Michigan Infantry, in the late 
war; and w a> an inmate of Libby and Danville prisons. 
He is a member o( the present Slate Legislature (1S77-78). 
As a tilting c(»nclusion to this short sketch, we quote 
from an obituary notice of Nelson M. Turner: "In his 
death, Stanton has lost one of its best and most influ- 
ential ciii/en^; a man of great energy and perseverance, 
he has added greatly to the material wealth of the vil- 
lage, ainl. in his generosity, has liberally contributed to 
e\ery moral and Christian enterprise.'* 



yi URNER, W'lLLIAM FENNER, of Stanton, was 
l| \ born at Homer, Cortland County, New York, I)c- 
^*^.-- cember 10, 1S24. He is a brother of Mr. Nelson 
M. Turner, fn^n whose sketch the parentage, and a great 
I^art of the history, of the younger brother may be 
learned. Like his father and brother, William Turner 
very early developed a marked taste for mechanics, and 
never enjoyed his books so much as experimenting with 
machinery. W'hile still very young, he carried on the 
business of a machine shop, at Eairrteld, Ohio, where 
his j^arents resided. In 1852 he removed from Fair- 
fiehl, to Reading, Hillsdale County, Michigan, and, 
with his ])rother Nelson, built a saw-mill; and, at the 
same time, conducteil a general mercantile store. He 
removed to Stanton in 1866, and started a shingle-mill, 
which is still in successful operation. In common with 
his brother, Mr. Turner has been actively engaged in 
\arious business enterprises in Stanton, principally in 
the flouring business. Mr. Turner has been Suj^ervisor 
of Sidney Township — a portion of Stanton — for nine 
years; for seven years of that time, he was Chairman 
of the Hoard ; and, for two terms, he was a member of 
the Scho«d Hoard. While at Reading, he was PosU 
m.istcr for four years, under the administration of Pres- 
ident Lincoln. He h.as been a member of the Masonic 
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Fraternity since 1859, and has passed through the Blue 
Lodge. Mr. Turner was a Whig until 1848, when he 
identified himself with the Free-soil party. Since the 
organization of the Republican party, he has given it 
his undivided support. He was a member of the con- 
vention for the organization of the Republican party in 
Hillsdale County. While at Fairfield, Ohio, February 
14, 1849, he married Salome Tuttlc. She was drowned on 
a pleasure excursion at Clear Lake, Indiana, July 4, 1859. 
In November, 1861, he married, at Reading, Michigan, 
his present wife, Ada E. (Campbell) Turner. They 
have no children. Mr. Turner professes no form of 
religious belief, but recognizes the utility of churches, 
of which, as well as of all enterprises calculated to 
benefit humanity, he is a firm friend and liberal 
supporter. 



Ijf ATEM, JOHN HENRY, of Greenville, Michigan, 
was born in Natick, Rhode Island, March 16, 
^53;^^ 1831 ; and is the son of Rev. Henry and Alice 
(King) Tatem. His father, one of the first Universalist 
preachers in the United States, traveled, with his wife, 
the first two years after their marriage, doing missionary 
work. He afterwards preached at different places in 
Massachusetts, estal)lishing churches. He had eight 
children. John Henry Tatem, his oldest son and sixth 
child, received his early education in Massachusetts, and 
graduated, in 1864, from the law department of the 
Michigan State University. He at once commenced the 
practice of law in Adrian, Michigan; and, in 1870, re- 
moved to Greenville, where he has since carried on 
practice, — three years in partnership with Charles B. 
Pratt. He has always labored for the Democratic 
party, except in the Buchanan campaign, but would 
never accept any office outside of his profession. He 
has been City Attorney of Greenville ; and Democratic 
candidate for Prosecuting Attorney of Montcalm County. 
He has been for many years an active member of the 
Masonic Fraternity, and has published a work entitled 
the Monitor of the Eastern Star. He has established 
numerous lodges throughout the State, and, for several 
years, was the lecturer of the adopted Masonry of Mich- 
igan. In 1866 he assisted in organizing a Grand Lodge. 
Mr. Tatem is a Universalist. During his residence in 
Adrian, he attempted to establish a church, but was un- 
successful, on account of the small population. He is a 
firm believer and hard worker in the temperance cause, 
to which he devotes his time, money, and influence. 
He is the owner of real estate in the city of Greenville, 
and takes a deep interest in the prosperity of the city. 
He married, September 30, 1854, in Rochester, Michigan, 
Eliza J. McCornac. 




EBBER, WILLIAM LEWIS, of East Saginaw, 
Michigan, was born in the township of Ogden, 
Monroe County, New York, July 19, 1825. In 
1836 his father, James S. Webber, removed with his 
family to Hartland, Livingston County, Michigan, and 
settled upon a farm, which he had entered the year 
previous at the Government Land-office, at Detroit. 
Here William Webber remained, assisting his father in 
clearing and working the farm, attending school in 
winter, and pursuing his studies at home as opportunity 
offered. From 1845 ^^ 1850, he was engaged in teach- 
ing. During the time, however, he decided to pursue 
tlie study of medicine, and devoted to it about two 
years, when he abandoned it for the law. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 185 1. In 1847 he removed his 
residence from Hartland to Milford, Oakland County. 
In 1849 ^c married Nancy M. Withington, only daugh- 
ter of Edward Withington, of Springwaler, Livingston 
County, New York. He continued to reside at Milford, 
where he commenced the practice of law in 185 1, until 
March, 1853. He then removed with his family to East 
Saginaw, where he has since resided. Here he opened 
an office; and, after the first few months, was favored 
with as much business as he could attend to. He con- 
tinued in general practice until the close of 1869. At 
that time, he had been for some ten years counsel for 
the Flint and Pere Marquette Railway Company. In 
the early part of 1870, he was appointed as its Land 
Commissioner, and the business of the law and land 
departments of the company has since engaged his ex- 
clusive attention. His merit as a lawyer is best shown 
by his success and his reputation. As a business man, 
he is prompt, methodical, and exact. Mr. Webber has 
been identified with many enterprises which have tended 
to promote the growth and business prosperity of the 
Saginaw Valley. Before the fact was demonstrated, and 
while it was only suspected that salt existed at Saginaw, 
Mr. Webber introduced the Bounty Bill, w^hich, with 
some slight amendments, was passed by the Legislature 
in 1859, being a bill to encourage the manufacture of 
salt. He was active in promoting the organization of 
the East Saginaw Salt Manufacturing Company, which 
was to test the question of the existence of salt in that 
place, and its valuable qualities. He drew the original 
subscription and articles of association for the organiza- 
tion of that company, and was for several years its 
Secretary and one of its Directors. His residence is 
situated on his farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
within the corporation limits; and, for several years, he 
has been an active member of the executive committees 
of the State Agricultural and Pomological societies. 
In politics, Mr. Webber has always been a Democrat. 
In 1854 he was elected Circuit Court Commissioner, and 
afterwards Prosecuting Attorney of the county. In 
i860 he was nominated on the Douglas ticket for State 



56 



REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



Senator; and, with the other nominees on that ticket, 
was overwhehningly clcfoJitetl. In the spring of 1873, 
he was electefl Ma\ur of Kast Saginaw, and his admin- 
istration received un<iualilied commendati<^n from all 
parties. In 1S74 he was elected to the State Senate. 
The Legi>lalure of which he was a member was to elect 
a United States Senator to succeed Zachariah Chandler. 
Mr. Webber, believing that the political principles and 
methods of Mr. Chandler were not calculated to pro- 
mote the good of the State or the nation, was active in 
opposing his re-election ; and the op[)0'»ition succeeded 
in placing Judge Christiancy in the Senate, in lieu of 
Mr. Chandler. At the National Democratic Convention 
at St. Louis, in 1S76, Mr. Webber was chairman of 
the Michigan delegation, and introduced a resolution, 
adopted by the convention, recommending the abolition 
of the so-called two-thirds rule. He was the nominee 
on the Democratic ticket for Ciovcrnor in the f.ill of 
1S76; and, although hi* party in Michigan was hoi)e- 
lessly in the minority, he received several thousand 
more votes than had l>cen pre\it)UNly ca^t fur the suc- 
cessful candidate for that office in the State. In his 
own city and county, and in the .State, his votes num- 
bered more than those given to the rresidcnlial Electors 
on the same ticket. 



JjARREN, BYRON ELBRIDGE, of Day City, 

4i|i|"" ^^^*^^^*K^"» ^^'^'^ ^^'^r" Eebruary 23, 1S36, in South- 
^V v' fiebl, Oakland County, Michigan. His father 
was a native of N'einiont; and hi> mother, of Wa>ii- 
ington County. New York. His early years were passcil 
upon a farm in Shiawassee County; but, \\hen he was 
six years old, his father removed to Kenton, Genesee 
County, and eiigageil in the mercantile business. Mr. 
Warren acted as his father's assistant; and, as early as 
1855, became the purchasing ;igent of an extensive busi- 
ness, which, at that dale, his father was carrying on at 
Flint, Genesee County. This early influence turned his 
mind towards commercial life. During the civil war, 
and immediately after the Revenue Act was passed, Mr. 
Warren was apj)ointed Deputy Collector of Internal 
Revenue for the Sixth District of Michigan. This was 
a new field ; and upon him devolved the task of organ- 
izing, in this district, a system for collecting the revenues 
and keeping the accounts. His success as an executive 
officer attracted the attention of many of the prominent 
business men of this district; among the number was 
the late W. L. P. Little, of I'ast Saginaw, who, at the 
close of Mr. Warren's official service, urged him to 
engage in the banking business at l>ay City, ]>romisiiig 
to render him pecuniary aid. Mr. Warren at once leased 
an office in Bay City; and, in October, 1S66, began 



business as a private banker. He soon became asso- 
ciated with Hon. N. B. Bradley, of this city. After the 
failure of the First National Bank, Mr. Warren, with 
other citizens, purchased its charter. It was reorgan- 
ized ; and, on February I, 1S6S, was re-opened, with Mr. 
Warren as Cashier. The prosperity of this institution 
is, in a great measure, due to his good judgment in the 
management of its affairs. Mr. Warren is very public- 
spirited, assisting, in various ways, the development of 
the city. The successful establishment of one of the 
])rominent manufactories of wood, as well as the daily 
/WsSf is largely owing to his personal effort. He was 
the i)rime mover in the organization of the Public 
Library; and raised almost the entire fund necessary to 
place it on a solid foundation. He is now a worthy and 
influential member of the Board of Education. Mr. 
Warren is a conservative Republican; and cast his first 
vote fur Abraham Lincoln. He married, June 18, 1S61, 
Jennie Lisa Ives, of Flint, Michigan. 




ATKINS, GEORGE, Architect, of Bay City, 
M liJ^: ^^''*'* born in Lima, Livingston County, New 
^,. • V York, in 1830. He is the son of Nathan and 
Fanny (Pierce) Watkins; and, on his mother's side, as 
nearly as can be traced, is connected with the family 
of President Franklin Pierce. His mother was a native 
of New Hampshire. He traces his parental ancestry to 
one of four brothers who emigrated from Wales. His 
graiidfaiher, who lived to an advancetl age, fought in 
the French an«l Indian War, on the English side, and 
served all through the Revolution. Mr. Watkins at- 
tended school in Lima, until 1842. In that year, the 
family removed to Grand ]31anc, Michigan, where he 
continued his studies in the common schools the State 
then afforded, until his eighteenth year. He then 
learned his father's trade, — that of a carpenter and 
joiner, — and studie<l architecture during his leisure. 
He worked at his trade and continued his studies both 
in Texas and Michigan, until 1862, and then estab- 
lished himself as a contractor and builder at Bay City. 
In 1868 the demand for his services as architect became 
so groat that he concluded to leave the business of 
builder for that of architect. He has erected nearly 
all the important buildings of Bay City; the High 
School, at Flint, — said to be the finest school building 
in the .State; the dormitory in connection with the 
Agricultural Building, at Lansing; and others too 
numerous to mention here. For seven years, he \\a5 
connected with C. K. Porter, of Buffalo, New York; 
and jilanncd several of the prominent buildings at Buf- 
falo, an<l at Eric, Pennsylvania. Among these were the 
Reed House and Scott Block, at Erie; and many costly 
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Structures at Buffalo. His professional career has been 
one of uninterrupted success; and his work has con- 
tributed much to the imj)rovement of Bay City. He is 
a member of the Republican party; and cast his first 
vote for General Scott, the last candidate on the Whig 
ticket. He has taken the ninth degree in Masonry, 
and the sixth degree in the society of Odd-Fellows. 
He has been twice married. His first wife, Fidelia L. 
Miles, left three children. In November, 1876, he mar- 
ried Adclia B. Pollock, of Poughkeepsie, New York. 
Mr. Watkins had, from early boyhood, a love for his 
profession, and his success is due to his mechanical and 
artistic acquirements. These were obtained by indus- 
try, energy, and determination. He is now of the 
firm of Watkins & Hidden, Bay City; and Watkins & 
Arnold, of Lansing. Between the two places, Mr. Wat- 
kins spends his time, and his practice extends nearly 
all over Michigan. 




IIeSTOVER, HON. LUTHER, of Bay City, 
Michigan, was born in Berkshire County, Massa- 
chusetts, April 24, 181 7. His parents, Luther 
and Catherine (Herling) Westovcr, were of English and 
Irish descent. His education was obtained in the com- 
mon schools, and at Wesificld Academy. When he was 
twenty years old, he left school. He remained at home 
eight years, working on the farm and helping in the 
support of his widowed mother, after the death of his 
father, which occurred in 1841. In 1845 ^^ went to 
Canada and bought a cargo of lumber, which he ship- 
ped to Connecticut. This venture proved profitable, 
and he returned to Canada and commenced the manu- 
facture of lumber. He was engaged in this business 
until 1874; first alone, and afterwards, successively, in 
the firms of Westover & Ramsal ; Westover, Ramsal & 
Co.; and Smith, Westover & Co. In 1865 this last 
named firm bought large tracts of pine land in Bay and 
Iosco counties, Michigan; and moved to Bay City, 
where the business wai conducted, with marked success, 
until 1874. In 1867 Mr. Westover organized and es- 
tablished the Exchange Bank, at that time one of the 
most sound and best conducted banks in the Saginaw 
Valley. In 1873 this was merged into the State Bank 
of Bay City, of which Mr. Westover is Director. In 
1869 and 1870, he was in the Legislature, and served 
on the committees of organizations of towns, counties, 
and fisheries. He took, also, an active part in pro- 
curing the stock, and securing the location, of the 
Jackson and Lansing Railroad, and was a Director of 
the same for three years. He was a Democrat until the 
civil war; but, after reading President Lincoln's inaugural 
address, became an ardent Republican. Mr. Westover 



has been more or less identified with all the public en- 
terprises of the city ; railroads, churches, and charities 
have found him willing and desirous to contribute his 
time and money in their aid. He is numbered among 
the wealthy men of Bay City; and is a genial, social 
gentleman, kind of heart and easy of access. He is a 
man who has worked out his own destiny, and, from ob- 
scure youth, has triumphed over every adversity. In 
1 861 he married Mrs. Amanda Schuyler, widow of the 
late Calvin Schuyler, of Norfolk County, Canada. 
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^HITING, LORRAINE CHRISTOPHER, 



^ D. D. S., East Saginaw, was born in Winstead, 
**» Litchfield County, Connecticut, February 23, 
1819. He was named for his father, Lorraine, and for his 
grandfather, Christopher Whiting. Among the many 
eminent individuals closely connected by relationship 
with the Whiting family, we may mention: George 
Washington, Daniel Webster, Jeremiah Mason, Governor 
Bradstreet, Governor Thomas Dudley, Daniel Brainard, 
Jonathan Edwards, D. D., Hon. Thomas Danforth, 
Captain Benson, United States Navy; and Mrs. Caroline 
Lee Ilentz, Mr. Whiting attended the common schools 
and academy of his native town, where he made sub- 
stantial progress in the English branches. He then 
spent one winter in Torringford Academy. The follow- 
ing spring, being then in his twentieth year, he went 
to Covert, New York, and engaged in farm work. Dur- 
ing the winter he studied surveying. In the fall of 
1841, he commenced the study of dentistry in Palmyra, 
New York, under the tuition of an older brother. He 
spent two years in Palmyra, devoting all his spare time 
to the study of anatomy and chemistry. In 1843 he 
accepted a proposition to do business in Canada with a 
brother already established there. He remained in Can- 
ada until November, 1847, when he went to Detroit, 
Michigan, and, in company with his brother, opened an 
office on Jefferson avenue. The business was success- 
fully carried on until 1852, when his brother died,' 
Doctor Whiting subsequently formed a partnership with 
Dr. H. Benedict. In 1854 he built a saw-mill, at East 
Saginaw, where he removed in i860, and carried on the 
business until 1863. He then sold out and resumed the 
practice of dentistry, which he has since continued. He 
joined the Know-Nothing Society, but, finding that its 
views did not coincide with his own, soon afterwards 
withdrew. He has always manifested a warm interest 
in the temperance cause. He assisted in abolishing 
capital punishment in Michigan. In his younger days 
he adhered to the Universalist faith, in which he had 
been brought up, but is now an earnest advocate of 
Spiritualism. He cast his first vote for Henry Clay, and 
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worked with the Whig party until the organization of 
the Republican party. He is, at present, a Greenback 
Republican. He has always taken an interest in poli- 
tics, but has never aspired to political fame. He was 
married, June 30, 1857, to Miss Celestia A. Lewis, a 
native of Wiscon.sin. Doctor Whiting was instrumental 
in starting the Michigan Dental Association, and held 
the office of Secretary and Treasurer for two years. 
During this time he opened a correspondence with all 
the principal dentists in the United States. 
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f^IGHT, J. AMBROSE, D. D.. of Bay City, Michi- 
gan, was bom at Floyd, Oneida County, New 

^ York, September 12, 181 1, and is the youngest 
son of Jabez and Mary (Bancroft) Wight. A genea- 
logical record of the family, published by Dr. Dan forth 
r. Wight, is found in many of our public libraries. 
Thomas Wight, who came from Rydc, Isle of Wight, in 
1637, was the founder of the family in this country. 
The Plymouth Colony assigned lan<ls to him, in Ded- 
ham, Massachusetts, which arc still owned by his de- 
scendants. In 181 1 Doctor Wight's father moved to 
P'loyd, before the birth of his youngest child; after 
this the family returned to Norwich. Poverty com- 
pelled Mrs. Wight to part with her children, and Doctor 
Wight, at the age of six years, was sent to Kast Hamp- 
ton, Massachusetts, where he passed his boyhood. He 
returned, in 1826, to the home of his mother, with his 
entire wardrobe in a cotton pocket-handkerchief, twelve 
by fourteen inches in size. The following summer he was 
in the employment of Mr. David Tracy, of Norwich, 
at a salary of four and a half dollars per month, to be 
paid in articles from the store. A kick from a horse 
brought him near to death, for a time, but he remained 
with Mr. Tracy during the season. The next winter he 
attended school, and worked mornings and evenings at 
a blacksmith's shop, for the purpose of paying his way. 
Before spring he went, with an elder brother, to Lunen- 
burg, Vermont, where he worked in a cooper-shop and 
on a farm. He returned, on foot, to Massachusetts, 
and, after attending school a few months, walked to 
New Haven, Connecticut, and there took a sloop for 
New York, to join his eldest brother, who was leaching 
at Hampstead, Long Island. When he reached New 
Haven, his whole stock of money was a three-dollar 
bill, which proved to be counterfeit. He taught two 
years in Hampstead. At the age of eighteen, he re- 
solved to study law, and went to IJcnnington, Vermont, 
where he taught, and studied attentively. There he 
was converted, during a revival of religion, which oc- 
curred in the summer of 183 1, and determined to enter 
college and become a minister. In 1836 he graduated 



from Williams College and delivered the poem of his 
class. For some time afterwards he wrote for Greeley's 
AVw yorJ(:^r and Tribune ^ as a correspondent. In the 
fall he went to Chicago, with Walter Wright, a class- 
mate, and, when he arrived, had but twelve cents in 
his pocket. He spent some weeks in Oak Creek, Wis- 
consin, clearing land and building a log house; worked 
at gardening in Chicago; acted as chainman in survey- 
ing the Illinois and Michigan Canal; and, finally, 
entered into a mercantile partnership with Mr. John 
Wright, and settled at Rochester, Illinois. The fmancial 
depression of 1837, and the death of his partner, closed 
the business in 1839, and he commenced the study of 
law at Rockford. He was admitted to practice in Illi- 
nois, and in the District Court of the United States, 
July, 1841. At the earnest solicitation of friends he, at 
this time, undertook 4he editorship of the Winnebago 
/vr/zw, the only paper continuously publi>hed until now, 
in Rockford. Shortly after, he became one of the editors 
of the Pniin'd I'arffit'f\ at Chicago, a paper devoted to agri- 
culture, horticulture, mechanio, and education; and, in 
1S51, in connection with Hon. William Bross, — now of 
the Chicago Tribune — became also editorial manager of 
the Herald of the Prairies ^ a religious paper. He con- 
tinued, in various relationships on both these papers 
untjl 1S55, when he carried out his original plan of en- 
tering the. Christian ministry. In April he was licensed 
to preach, and undertook missionary work, in South 
Chicago. At the close of the year he organized the 
Olivet Presbyterian Church, and was chosen its pastor, 
in which relation he remained with it until 1863. He then 
spent a year in ministerial work and as one of the edi- 
torial staff of the Chicago Tribune; and then, declining 
the Profes>orship of Rhetoric and Moral Philosophy, at 
Knox College, assumed the pastoral charge of the 
Presbyterian Church at Bay City, then a place of only 
four thousand inhabitants. The town was new and 
rough, and the church was an ordinary frame building, 
situated among stumps and fallen trees. There was no 
suitable dwelling for his family, but he was resolved to 
stay, and, at the end of six weeks, had his present resi- 
dence ready for use. The congregation increased in 
numbers rapidly. Additions to its membership have 
been made at each of its communions, with two excep- 
tions, for thirteen years. Through natural adaptability 
to the work, and by wise management. Doctor Wight 
has been enabled to build up a harmonious, united 
church, composed of the different elements of Scotch, 
Irish, Canadian, and American Presbyterians, and New 
Kngland and Western Congregationalists. Much of his 
influence is due to a steady, fearless performance of 
duty. He offers no unusual excitements, and his ser- 
mons are eminently practical. Ever since his college 
days. Doctor Wight has written for the press. His 
contributions have been to the weekly and daily 
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papers; to the Presbyterian Quarterly^ and the American 
Theological Revie^v. lie has contributed ably and fre- 
quently, for twenty years, to the New York Evangelist^ 
over the signature of ** Ambrose." He married, in May, 
1840, Caroline Elizabeth Adams, daughter of Rev. 
William M. Adams, of Rockton, Illinois. Four of 
their children are living. Ambrose S. Wight, the old- 
est, was in the naval service during the latter years of 
the civil war. The second son, a Master in the United 
States navy, was lost when twenty-six years of age, in the 
wreck of the United States steamer " Huron," off the 
coast of North Carolina, November 24, 1877. ^^^ ^'^s 
an accomplished, devoted, and promising officer. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1876, on the recommendation of 
Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., LL. D., the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon Doctor Wight, 
by Williams College. 



■*o«- 




[HITE, JOHN B., Physician, Surgeon, and Gyne- 
cologist, of Saginaw City, Michigan, was born 
^ January 13, 1826, in the town of Pompey, 
Onondaga County, New York. His mother, Clarinda 
(Safford) White, was the eldest daughter of the late 
Shnbcl Safford, one of the earliest settlers and promi- 
nent business men of Onondaga County. His father, 
John White, was a native of Berkshire County, Mass- 
achusetts; but, when quite young, removed, with his 
parents, to Central New York. Educational advan- 
tages were, at that time, limited. He became a farmer, 
and was always looked upon as a man of sound judg- 
ment and strict integrity. He has held several offices 
of public trust. John B. White passed his early life on 
his father's farm. He attended the common schools, 
and spent a brief period at Manlius Academy and Caze- 
novia Seminary. In his eighteenth year, he commenced 
the study of medicine in the office of Dr. Daniel D. 
Dennison, of Oran, New York. He remained there 
two years, studying in summer and teaching school in 
winter. After engaging in other pursuits for about two 
years, he again resumed his medical studies, with Dr. II. 
B. Moore, of Manlius, New York, who was then one 
of the most prominent surgeons in the country. He 
attended his first course of medical lectures at Geneva, 
New York, in 1851; and, while there, became clin- 
ical assistant to the Professor of Surgery. The follow- 
ing year, he went to Philadelphia, and graduated from 
the Philadelphia Medical College, in July, 1852. He 
afterwards received an ad eundem degree from the med- 
ical department of Pennsylvania College. He returned 
to Manlius, where he commenced practice with Dr. 
H. B. Moore, his former preceptor. In the same year, 
he received the appointment of Demonstrator of An- 



atomy in the New York College of Dental Surgery; 
but, by the earnest solicitations of his old friend, Hon. 
J. G. Sutherland, who was practicing law in Saginaw 
City, he was induced to remove to that place. He 
arrived there in July, 1854, and soon succeeded in 
establishing a large and lucrative practice. Having 
made the diseases of women a special study for several 
years, he has gradually drifted from a general practice 
into that of gynecology. He is one of the medical 
advisers and acting surgeons of the Michigan Central 
Railroad; also, of the Saginaw Valley and St. Louis 
Railroad. He has always been a diligent student, and 
has taken much interest in the advancement of medical 
education. Doctor White has held several offices of 
trust in both city and county. He was chairman of one 
of the committees from the State Society, whose duty 
it was to visit the medical schools of the State, attend 
the examinations of the candidates for the degree of 
M. D., and to report upon the condition of these insti- 
tutions. He is Vice-President of the State Medical 
Society, and a permanent member of the National Med- 
ical Association. Doctor White was married, June I, 
1853, to Miss Harriet E. Twitchcll, eldest daughter of 
Curtis Twitchell, of Manlius, New Y'ork. He has taken 
high rank as a practitioner, and has ever been popular 
among the members of his profession. 
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:jEATHERWAX, JOHN MARTIN, Merchant 
^ and Manufacturer, Stanton, Montcalm County, 
^ was born in Peru, Clinton County, New York, 
February 14, 1827, and is the son of Jacob and Amice 
( Ketchum ) Weatherwax. While Mr. Weatherwax was 
still young, his parents removed to Michigan, and settled 
on a tract of wild land about three miles from Adrian. 
Here his early years were spent in assisting his father 
with the farm work, and attending the district schools 
in winter. Whon he was twenty years of age, he agreed 
to pay his father fifty dollars a year; and, by cutting 
wood on the farm, succeeded in realizing more than the 
required amount. In his twenty-second year, he worked 
as a joiner for two months, and earned thirty dollars. 
He then went with a cousin to Saline, Washtenaw 
County. Here he met Doctor Post, and engaged to put up 
some buildings for him at a dollar and twenty-five cents 
a day. While here, he determined to study medicine; 
and, for the next three years, read under the direction of 
Doctor Post, giving his services in return for his board 
and tuition. During this time he spent fifteen months 
at a school in Raisin, and, money having been advanced 
by his brother, attended two courses of lectures in 
Cleveland. Having finished his studies, his father 
bought him a horse and sulky, and he began to practice 



6o 



KEPKKSENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



-*o« 



at Addison, Lenawee County. In a short time, he ' throe children, — two sons and a dauj^liter. Few men 
paid his father for these, and bought a bugj^y and ■ have been more uniformly successful in business than 
another horse. Aficr following his profession for two | Mr. \Ve;uherwax; or, from such small beginnings, have 
years, he became seriously ill and returned home. On obtained such large results. Terseverancc and industry, 
his recovery, he contracted to build a house for his combined with prudence and business tact, have won 
father; and, when this was finished, he accepted an offer him a place among self-made men. 
from his brother of seventy-five dolinrs to join him at 
Grand Kaj^ids. lie exchanged a mortgage on a farm 
for his buggy, three horses, and a lumber-wagon. He 
took charge «if thirty men, who were con.^tructing a rail- 
road fn)m the pine woods to Grand River, and received J I I IIKAT, ALFRED WHITNEY, late of East 
five hundred dollars a year for his scrvice>. When ihi^ | ^ I li Saj^inaw, was born at Uberlin, Lorain County, 
was completed, he borrowed ninety-live hundred dulLir^, i ^;:. *- (..diio, January 4, 1847. His life is worthy of 
and bought of his brother a half-interest in eleven hun<ln-tl ' mention, both fi>r what it accompli^heil, and what it 
and twenty acres of pine land. They touk out bi'tweeii endureJ. Though brief, it left results worthy of many 
three and four million L>g«i a year, and, at the ei.d of nini- years; and, as it was painful, its history of activity and 
years, had paid for the lands. They then bouglit a saw- energy jJuts to shame the mi«>?.pcnt health of wasted 
mill for seven thousand dollars, and agreed to j^ay f<»r it 
in logs. They were somewhat crij^pled by the iinan* ial 
crisis of 185S-59, but succeeded in keLjiiuj; their foining. 
At the breaking out of the civil war, he was c«Mnnii>- 
sioned Second 1-ieiitenant in the Second Mii:hi:;au Cav- 
alry, under Captain R. A. Alger, and spent ihrte yeai> 
and three months in active service. lli.>» reginjciit ^\a•^ 
first ordered dc»wn the lMi^^i>^^ippi River, and took part 
in the battles of New Mailrid atid Klaiid No. 10. It 
was engaged in the ^li'^•^i^>iJ1pi canij^aign, and was j^arl 
of the briga'.le that biirneil the railroa-.l at Ruoneville. 
Duiing the battle of IVrryvilli-, previous to which he 
had been commissionevl Captain, he was wounded in the 
leg by a bullet, and disabled for f>ur month>. On his 
recovery, he joined hi** regiment, and took part in the 
campaign of East Tenne>see. At the ilose of a four 
(^ay^' engagement at New Market, above Strawberry 
riains, he was heriously wounded in the right .slioulder. 
and had to retire frum a« live ser\ice. At the endof li\e 
months, he again joined his rei;inient, and remained 
until he was mustered out in lM\;. bein;; in active serviee 
most t)f the lime. He then <.d>iained a position un<lej 
Colonel Ikiinc, Assistant Special Agent (»f the Treasury 
Department; and, subsequently, was sutler to his old 
regiment until it was disbanded at Atlanta. He was 
also, for a short time, sutler to a ci^lorcd regiment. 
After the war, he returned to (Irand Rapids, and invested 
heavily in pine lands. He also logged for a number of 
years. In 1S74 he built a large mill in Evergreen. 
Montcalm Countv, where he now carries on the maiiu- 



lives. His healthy infancy gave j)romi>e of a strong 
and robust develojnnent ; but, when he was about three 
years oM, a protracted illness weakened his constitution, 
and a severe fall, .sustained while convalescing, injured 
his sjnnc, and fastened upon him the malady which 
was a con.'.tant source of pain during his life, and, 
Ijnally, the cause of his death. His parents. Deacon 
William Wheat and Chloe (Cummings) Wheat, were 
among the earliest colonists of Uberlin. At the time 
Mr. Wheat was born, Oberlin views had not emerged 
from their eaily unpopularity. I'pon the question of 
slavery, it still stood alone; and, in religion, it was led 
by the great revivali>t and thev)logian. Rev. Charles G. 
I'iiiney. wdiose peculiar oj»inions and powerful sermons 
had arituscil such opposition in the East. Heing of a 
sen.^ilive and reileclive disposition, Mr. Wheat was early 
moved by the-^e profound (|uestit)ns of human liberty 
and religion which agitated the country. His convic- 
tions were greatly <leej">ened by listening to stoiies of 
the oj)pressed slaves themselves, many of whom found 
refuge in Oberlin. His parents testify to his consistency 
in sa villi; that his conversion was earlier than his mem- 
ory. When he was nine years old, he was received 
into the old Flint Church, of Oberlin, in which he 
remained, until his death, an active, cheerful Christian. 
He began, as early as his seventh year, to gather 
natural cnrii»sities; and for the want of more muscular 
exercise, this pastime soon became a regular emj^loy- 
ment. As his cabinet grew, he began to classify and 
arrange. This awakened an anient interest, and directed 



facture of all kinds of lumber. He is aKci a proprietor ■' his reading into the various channels of natural history; 



of a large dry-goods store in Lowell, and has several 
farms, which are workcl un<ler his sujiervi-^ion. His 



so that, as his collection gradually deveh.iped into the 
finest private one in the State, his knowledge of the 



political sentiments are Rei)iddi»an, but he has never 1 na'.nral sciences far surpassed his years. His cxperi- 
taken an active part in politics, as his bu-iiness prevents ! menls, limited only by his strength and means, were 



his holding any piddic oflice. He is not a member of 
any church, but is lil)eral to all. He married, April 13, 



continuous, numerous, often original, and always in- 
structive. He began, while yet a child, to earn and 



1SO4, Mattie E. Keys, of Grand Rapiils. They have , lay by the money which finally became the capital of 
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his business. His mother prepared for him, daily, a 
stock of pop-corn, which the students gladly purchased. 
All his money was carefully saved, and, afterwards, at 
his own dictation, invested in Iowa land; and, by the 
time he wished to use it, had grown to a respectable 
sum. He attended Obcrlin College, but, by preference 
no less than inability, pursued only a pnrtial course, 
studying Greek and Latin and a few more congenial 
subjects. The same cheerful spirit which made him a 
universal friend among the students attracted the atten- 
tion of Prof. P. R. Spencer, author of the popular sys- 
tem of writing which bears his name, and led him to 
give Mr. Wheat a free course of instruction in penman- 
ship. It was also during these years that an intimate 
friendship grew up between Mr. Wheat and Professor 
Allen, who had charge of the department of natural 
history in the college, and of the college museum. It 
was from Professor Allen that Mr. Wheat learned the 
rudiments of taxidermy, in which he acquired thorough- 
ness and skill, in time equaling those of his instructor, 
for which he repaid Professor Allen by preparing some 
of the finest specimens now in the college museum. 
The relation thus cordially established soon grew into 
friendship, which continued through Mr. Wheat's life. 
Just prior to Professor Allen's removal from Oberlin 
College, he had communicated to Mr. Wheat his desire 
and design to procure, through the trustees of the col- 
lege, his services as an assistant instructor in the 
department of natural history. Some circumstances 
attending Professor Allen's removal, and the consequent 
failure of this plan, led Mr. Wheat to determine never 
to accept a position in the faculty of any institution. 
This determination he shortly afterwards exercised, in 
refusing a call to one of our new Western institutions. 
About this time, he held an active and honorable connec- 
tion with two different associations, — the Agricultural 
Society, and the Oberlin Society of Natural Science, of 
the latter of which he was, for some time. Secretary. 
He was an incessant reader, and before he had reached 
his twentieth year, had read nearly all the standard 
histories in the college library. During the war, his 
thorough and intelligent mastery of newspaper accounts 
made him an authority on matters of army and political 
intelligence. Mr. Wheat spent a year with his brother, 
C. V. Wheat, a music dealer in East Saginaw, Michi- 
gan, and gained a practical knowledge of the business. 
He also found excellent opportunities to purchase, from 
hunters and trappers, numerous specimens, which en- 
riched his museum. On one occasion, his zeal led him 
to risk the exposure of a hunters' camp, but it almost cost 
him his life, and was never repeated. By careful hus- 
bandry of his means, he was enabled, to spend the 
following year at Harvard College, under the now 
lamented Professor Agassiz. Mr. Wheat's enthusiasm 
and practical knowledge of museum work soon attracted 
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the attention of the Professor, and secured for him 
some congenial work, sufficiently remunerative to nearly 
pay his way. Accounts of his stay at Cambridge, his 
various visits to points of interest in Boston, his attend- 
ance upon lectures, and participation as a singer in the 
Boston Jubilee, were all published in a series of inter- 
esting articles in the Saginaw papers. The certificate 
which he brought from Cambridge, signed by Professor 
Agassiz, for whom he entertained sentiments of un- 
bounded admiration, was his dearest memento. Upon 
leaving Harvard, in 1869, he visited all the principal 
museums in the United States. During a portion of the 
time, he had for a companion, Professor Cook, of the 
Michigan Agricultural College, with whom he had 
formed, while at Cambridge, an intimate friendship. 
Upon returning to his home, toward the fall of 1869, 
he spent some time in remodeling and classifying his 
museum, adding the specimens he had gathered at the 
East, and preparing for others which he had planned 
soon to collect. Within a few months, he accepted 
a position which furnished him with employment at 
Cincinnati, and gave him liberty, a large part of the 
time, to pursue his favorite investigations, and to make 
collections in the fine geological environments of that 
city. The result was a large and finely classified group 
of calcareous fossils. He returned to Oberlin in the 
spring of 1871, and was soon after invited by Professor 
Newberry, State Geologist, to a place on the staff of 
the Geological Survey of Ohio. This appointment was 
as agreeable as it was unexpected. The field assigned 
him included the counties of Lorain, Huron, and 
Medina. During the summer of 1871, the writer of 
this sketch was permitted, as an amateur, to accompany 
and assist Mr. Wheat in the survey of Lorain County, 
and to witness in him the triumph of zeal in a chosen 
occupation over almost insurmountable obstacles. His 
duties led him along the beds and bluffs of Vermilion 
and Black rivers, through the quarries of Amherst and 
Elyria, and along the shore of Lake Erie, to the east 
of Black River. While he was instructed to make all 
manner of geological observations, he was especially 
charged lo secure, if possible, a specimen of the newly 
discovered Devonian fossil, Dynicthis IIertztrit\ which 
was just then an object of interest in scientific circles. 
In order to do this, he was compelled to ride in an open 
boat along the beachless bluff of Lake Erie, known, 
from its rusty hue, as the iron-bound coast. When the 
weather permitted, the boat was moored to the bluff, at 
the point where the fossil had been discovered, and, for 
whole days, the work of pecking it out, with chisel and 
hatchet, went on ; as barrels of the rock had to be 
removed before the entire specimen could he secured. 
In this work, apparently so impossible to him, Mr. 
Wheat never flagged, but persisted to the fulfillment of 
his instructions, securing, not only one, but several 
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of these remarknble .sju'cinicns. Piiring this time, at in- 
tervals, he furni>hcd iiilcrciting and iiixtriiclivi? artirlesto 
various nc\vspa]'»ers, including the Obcrlin A'tTt'f, Ohio 
Fanner^ Saginaw Counii\ Saginaw luiftt/'n'se^ and others. 
In the winter of 1872, that he might be relieved of the 
vexatious question of a livelihood, and be loft free to 
prosecute his favorite pursuits, he bought the mu^ic ! 
store formerly owned by his brother, in East Saginaw; 
and took as a partner, Mr. Charles M. Norris, who ' 
had served faithfully, for several years, as clerk in the 
More. The relation thus entered upon was not one cf 
business merely, but of an endearing friendship. The ' 
business had become well established, and was fullllliii}^ 
every expectation, when the pr<)]">erty was destrDved by 
a fire; however, .Mr. Wheat, with the help of his pait- 
ner, soon obtained a stDre and a stock still more to hi.-, 
liking. He sj)ent tlie winter of 1S74 in the Siln><d of : 
Mines, in New York Cily, where he renewed lii> a*- 
quaintance with Professor Newberry. In May. 1S75, ^^^' 
was married to Mi*»s (iertrude IIiuhC'»ck, of l*eiry'»bur;;, 
Ohio, a graduattr of Oberlin ('«»llege. IJut hi*, m.irried 
life was destined t«) be of slmrt diirali<»n. During the 
.spring his malady had been especially tri»uble>.«)nie, 
and, befi^re he returned to his home at Saginaw, ii 
became so aggravated as to induce him to seek relief 
at the Indianapolis Medical Institute. -V return to 
Saginaw was followed by a sijceily visit to (.H)erlin, but, 
finding no relief in <iuiet, he s«night it at Saratoga 
Springs, in New York. IIul nothing could stay the 
progress of the fatal di^ea^e. He ilied m\ the 2Sih nf 
October, 1S75. He was carried to ()l)cilin, and buried 
frnm the church of his e;irlv cln)ice. Mr. Wheal 
entered with spirit into all tlial jierlained to llie inter- 
ests of his adojUed cily, winning a l)U<iness standiuj; 
above reproach, and the re]»ulaiion of being one of ilie . 
most thorougldy informed men of his time. He con- 
ducteil himself wilh a candor and geniality which won 
the good-will of all who knew him ; and it was a fact 
no less remarkable than true, that wherever he made 
a friend, there he had a friend always. 



and in the same year, their mill was destroyed by fire, 
A new mill, on a much larger scale, wilh many modern 
improvements, was immediately erected on the same site, 
and another large mill was put up further down the 
river. 'I'hey carried on a very extensive lumber business 
for some time. The firm still exists, but has cease<l to 
engage in the manufacture of lumber. Mr. NVright 
owns, and personally carries on, a large planing-mill 
and lumber-yard in Saginaw City, one at North Adams, 
and one at Piqua, Ohio. He is also interested in the 
firms of Wright & Co.; Wright. Wells & Co.; WelK, 
Stone \: Co. ; and J. B. Wolfender & Co. He is one of 
the sterling business men of the Saginaw Valley, and 
has been a leading spirit in many public enterprises, 
lie was rre'»ident of the Saginaw and St. Louis Plank- 
mad (.'onipany. He is now Treasurer, Director, and a 
h..M\y stockholder in the Saginaw Valley and St. Louis 
Kailrna'l. He is a Director •)f the Saginaw and .^t. Clair 
Kailro.ul ; Presi«Ient and Director of the First National 
Hank; and was President three vcars and Director eleven 
years of the Tiitibawa-scc Boom Company. He has 
never interested himself in politics, except to do his 
duly as a voter. Mr. Wright married, March 6, 1S4S, 
Harriet Barton. They have had live children. 
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RIGHT, AMMl WILLARD, of Saginaw City, 

'All"" ^l>*-'h>o^"» ^'^** ^*"*'" '" Grafton, Vermont. July 
^•►^ \' 5, 1S22. He is the son of Nathan and Polly 
(Sampson) Wright. Mr. Wright remained at home on 
his father's farm until 1850, when he emigrated to Michi- 
gan. After a ye.ir's trial of Detroit and Bay City, he 
settled, in 1852, in .Saginaw, and commenced lumber 
occupations in the firm of J. H. Pierson & Co. In 1S59 
he entered the lumber firm of Miller, Paine & Wright. 
In 1S65 he formed another partnership with J. H. Pier- 
son, of Chicago, in the firm of A. W. Wright A: Co., 



OUNGS. SYLVESTER PERRY, Stanton, Michi- 
gan, County Clerk of Montcalm, was born at 

' Summit, Jackson County, Michigan, September 
'^ ^ ■ 2, 1S50. His parents, William M. and Harriet 
P. (Ilodgkins) Youngs, were both natives of New York 
Stale, but settled in Montcalm County when Sylvester 
wa> three years old. His father was a farmer, and tried 
t<i give his son as good an educatiim as the common 
.scho(jls atVonled, although the necessities of the family 
compelled him to alternate study with farm work until 
the age of sixteen, at which time he left home. He 
early evinced an ardent de-^ire for an education, and a 
determination to win his way, if possible, to higher cul- 
ture than his circumstances afforded. At the age of 
nineteen, he went to Greenville to attend a union school, 
studying and teaching alternately until 1S72. Every 
penny of his savings that was n»U <levoted to the assist- 
ance of his parents, whose straitened circumstances at 
that time made it necessary for him to help them, went 
towards advancing him in his studies; and, by economy, 
he succeeded in obtaining means to enter the High School 
at Ann Arbor in 1S72. During the year 1873, he studied 
in the law dei)artment of Ann Arbor University. The 
next year, he graduated from the high scho<d, where he 
had pursued a preparatory classical course with the in- 
tention of entering the literary department of the uni- 
versity, but circumstances obliged him to abandon his 
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intention. To illustrate the sacrifices which he was 
obliged to make, it may be mentioned that, besides de- 
fraying his own expenses, he paid a mortgage on his 
father's farm. At the time of leaving the high school, 
he had a debt, which, however, he soon succeeded in 
paying. He left Ann Arbor, June 19, 1874; and in 
September of that year, received the Republican nom- 
ination for County Clerk of Montcalm, and was elected 
to that office in November. In 1876 he was re-elected, 
receiving a handsome majority, and running ahead of 
his ticket. During the campaign, he took the stump 
for the Republican candidates, and did some very effec- 
tive work in the county. lie has always voted a straight 
Republican ticket, although not always agreeing with all 
the leading men of that party in national politics. He 
considers that for the present the country is safest in 
the hands of the party of his choice, but would cheer- 
fully support any political principle which, carried into 
effect, would insure the protection of the constitutional 
rights of every citizen. In other words, he believes 
that the interests of the nation, rather than those of the 
party, should be consulted. He has been a member of 
the Methodist Church since 1875. In addition to the 
duties of his official position, he speculates quite ex- 
tensively in real estate, notes, and mortgages ; and his 
innate shrewdness and business qualifications invariably 
insure his suuccess. Although still young, his record 
affords ample evidences of what industry and persever- 
ance, combined with business talent and integrity, can 
accomplish. By his numerous friends, he is considered 
a rising man. Few officers have given more thorough 
and universal satisfaction. 
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'HEARER, JOSEPH J., of Greenville, Montcalm 
County, Michigan, was born in Arcadia, Wayne 
County, New York, May 19, 1832. His parents, 
Jonathan and Christiana (Deuvall) Shearer, were both 
natives of Massachusetts, and were of Scotch and Eng- 
lish ancestry. They removed to Wayne County, New 
York, in 1824, and thence, in 1836, to Plymouth, Wayne 
County, Michigan. Tlie male members of the family 
have been noted for mental ability, fine presence, and 
longevity. The grandfather of Joseph Shearer was one 
of eight brothers, who averaged six feet in height and 
two hundred pounds in weight. When the youngest 



was over sixty years of age, they walked to church to- 
gether — still stalwart men. His father entered largely 
into public affairs, and held many offices of trust, both 
in county and State. Being exceedingly desirous to 
give his son a liberal education, he placed him, at an 
early age, in Plymouth Academy, where he acquired a 
fair knowledge of English i)ranches. His teacher, 
though an excellent scholar, had no knowledge of the 
pra'ciical affairs of life, and Joseph Shearer became so 
impatient of knowledge gained from books alone, that 
he found the restraints of the school-room unbearable. 
He was very fond of out-door sports, especially hunt- 
ing in the forest, where nature, from the very impres- 
siveness of its silence, molded and strengthened his 
undeveloped mind. His education, since then, has been 
largely derived from careful reading and the observation 
of human nature in an active life among his fellow-men. 
When quite young, he showed marked ability in traffick- 
ing. He went to Montcalm County, Michigan, where 
he endeavored to purchase a piece of land which at- 
tracted his attention, offering in exchange his gun and 
watch, which were his sole possessions. The offer was 
accepted on condition that the gun would prove true. 
The gun, which had never failed its owner before, did 
not fail him now; three shots were fired so accurately 
that the balls leaded into one. The barter was accom- 
plished, and the property afterwards proved valuable, 
being situated in the business part of the main street of 
Greenville. It is now covered with fine brick build- 
ings. January 24, 1852, he left Greenville, for Califor- 
nia, where he spent three years, engaged in placer mining. 
He introduced and creeled the first hydraulic power for 
mining purposes ever UNcd in that State. In 185$, hfi 
returned to (ireenville and engaged successfully in mer- 
cantile and lumber business, farming and buihling. He 
was a charter member of the First National Bank of 
Greenville, and was elected and re-elected its President. 
He also held other important offices in the city. He 
became a member of the Masonic Fraternity in 1859; 
Mr. Shearer is noted for his earnest desire to assist the 
deserving, and for his public spirit. He first became 
interested in politics in 1856. and is a strong believer in 
"squatter sovereignty," but never allows his peculiar 
views to make him blind to error. He endeavors to 
give his hearty support to the best man. Ha was mar- 
ried, May 10, 1856, to Harriet Serviss. They have two 
daughters, — Annie, born July 12, 1859; and Ettie, born 
March 3, 1861. 
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DAMS, JOHN QUINCY. Prosecuting Attorney 
of Marquette County, was born November 2, 
1837, in Cornwall, Litchfield County, Connecti- 
cut. His grandfather, Samuel Adams, during the Rev- 
olutionary War, was Captain of an American privateer, 
which was blown up June 26, 1877. The father of J. 
Q. Adams was born in the town of Westerly, Rhode 
Island, June 24, 1776, and removed to Litchfield County, 
Connecticut, when he was twenty years of age. He was 
married twice: first, to Hopestill Williams, who died, 
leaving one daughter; and, second, to Lorilla Hurlburt, 
by whom he had two children, — Samuel Judson and 
John Quincy. Mr. Adams died in 1862. John Quincy 
Adams attended a district school until he was nine years 
old, after which he went to school and worked on his 
father's farm in summer until he was eighteen. During 
that time he received two wounds ; his ankle was cut 
with a scythe, and his back hurt with an ax. On 
account of these injuries, he had constant ill health, 
which finally culminated in an illness lasting fifteen 
months. He was obliged, on that account, to abandon 
farming, and entered the drug store of J. M. Gardner & 
Son, of West Cornwall. After remaining with them 
two years, he bought out their business; but, after he 
had carried it on one year, he was obliged to give it up 
on account of poor health. He was confined to his bed 
from February, i860, to May, 1861. In April, of the 
latter year, he submitted to a surgical operation which 
resulted in his almost complete restoration to health. 
During the following summer, he carried on farming, 
and in the fall entered the army. Being refused admis- 
sion to the 13th Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers, 
he hired out as cook in Company C, of that regiment. 
He went with it to Ship Island, and thence to New 
Orleans, where they arrived in May, 1862, eight days 
after the city surrendered to General Butler. He 



remained there two months, and then, by advice of the 
surgeon, returned to Cornwall, Connecticut. During 
this lime, whether sick or well, he spent his spare time in 
reading and study ; and, after his return from the South, 
he applied himself more closely. He was engaged, in 
West Cornwall, in a shears and .scissors manufactory. 
In the winter of 1863, a debating society was organized 
in the village, in which he was asked to participate. 
Among the listeners at its meetings was George Wheaton, 
the well-known Connecticut lawyer, who, after visiting 
them several times, suggested to Mr. Adams to study 
law, and offered him tuition, office-room, books, and 
lights without other charge than that he should do the 
writing for his tutor. Mr. Adams consented, and at 
once entered upon his new duties, still retaining his posi- 
tion in the factory, working every day except Saturday 
afternoons. He read law in the evening, and continued 
to spend his time in this way until 1864, when he gave 
up his situation in the factory, and devoted more of his 
attention to study, while he supported himself and family 
by teaching school. In April, 1865, he was admitted to 
the bar at Litchfield, Connecticut, and immediately en- 
tered into partnership with his preceptor, Mr. Wheaton. 
In the following fall, Mr. Wheaton died, and Mr. Adams 
succeeded to the business, which he continued until 
March, 1872. During that time, he held several minor 
offices, among which was that of Justice of the Peace. 
March 24, 1872, he removed to Negaunee, Michigan, 
where he has since been engaged in practicing law. He 
is a Republican in politics, and is active in the interests 
of his party. Since removing to Michigan, he has held 
the office of Supervisor; has been City Attorney of 
Negaunee three terms; Circuit Court Commissioner and 
Injunction Master, two years; and, in November, 1876, 
was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Marquette County. 
He has one son, — Eugene W. Adams, — aged ten years. 
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^(|JaI.I„ DANIEI. HAKVEV, Attorney-at-Law» of 
U Marquette, Micliigau, was Ikhii January 15, 



C'-^ ;■::•'» 1S36, in the town of Scnijironius, Central New 
York. His father, James Ball, Jun., was a farmer. Ilis 
mother was Lucy (Chandler) Ball. In June, 1S36, they 
removed to Michigan; and settled in Washtenaw 
County. Mr. Hall attendetl the district school until he 
was fifteen years old. He then prepared ft>r college, in 
Wesleyan Seminary, at Albion, Michigan; an<l. in 1S56, 
entered the classical department of the Slate University, 
at Ann Arhor. In 1857 he left cnllegc, and engajjed 
in teaching, in Michigan and Illinois, until the fall of 
1S60. During that time, he employed some n( his lei.'.- 
ure in reading law; and. being please<l with the occu- 
pation, continued it. In the fall of 1S60, he atlcn<led 
one course in the law department of Michigan l.'nivcr- 
sity; and, the following spring, was arlmilled to the bar. 
About that time, his brother, who was engaged with C. 
II. Town, in mercantile businc-^*; at Maiquette, died; 
and Mr. Ball removed to that place to close up his 
brother's estate. Soon afterwards, Mr. Town, knuwn 
later as Colonel Town, of the Eirst Michigan. Cavalry, 
entered the army, leaving his business in charge of Mr. 
Ball. This, Mr. Hall closed in the following winter: 
and, in the spring, in company with Alcxamlcr C;imjv 
bell, purchased the Lair Superior XtnuSy and, shortly af- 
terwards, the Laki Superior Journal. They consoli- 
dated these, and publi>hed a paper for about two years. 
During that time, Mr. IJall was appointed Register of 
the United States Land-ofhce, which position he held 
until the spring of 18O5. Until that year, he had 
only a small practice; but, becoming free from the care.> 
of office, he gave clo.se attention to his profession. In 
September, 1866, he removed to Houghton, and formed 
a law copartnership with J. B. Ross, of Essex, New 
York. They continued together four years, having 
an extensive and profitable practice. In September, 
1S70, Mr. Ball returned to Marquette, as business pros- 
pects were there very bright, and formed a cop.irtncr- 
ship with M. II. Maynard. This lasted until the spring 
of 1S73, when Mr. Maynard retire<l. In the fill of that 
year, Mr. Ball became associated with C'. P. Black, and 
remained with him about two years and a half. During 
that time, in the fall of 1S75, E. D. Owen, son of the 
late Robert Dale Owen, entered the firm; he is at pres- 
ent Mr. Ball's partner. Since his return to Marquette, 
Mr. Ball's lime has been entirely occupied by his prac- 
tice, which has been very successful. In politics, he is 
quite active, but not an office-seeker, desiring to confine 
himself to his profession. He has, however, been sev- 
eral times chosen to offices of trust, and was one of the 
first Aldermen of the city of Manjueite. With his faiji- 
ily, Mr. Ball is connected with the Ej)iscopal Church. 
He married. May 2, 1863, -Mis> Emma Everett, daughter 
of P. M. Everett, an early settler in Marquette, and one 



of the discoverers of iron in the Upper Peninsula. They 
have had six children, — three sons and three daughters; 
the second .son died in infancy. Mr. Ball's professional 
standing is among the highest in his .section. He enjoys 
the confi<lence of many clients who have large busines.s 
transactit)ns ; and is connected with the oldest and most 
reliable families in Marquette. His character is irre- 
proachable. 




!.\TES. HON. MORGAN, late of Traverse City, 
.1: Michigan, was born near Glenn's Ealls, New 
^ '• York, July 12, 1S06. When only .seven years old, 
he, \\\\\\ his twin brother, the late Rev. Merrill Bates, — 
of the Troy, New York, Methi>dist Episcopal Conference, 
and more rocerflly of Traverse City, Michigan, — were, 
by the de.it h of their mother and the subsequent break- 
ing up of the family, thrown upon their own re«iources. 
Soi'U after, Mr. Bales went to Sandy Hill, and was 
aj'prcnticed to the printing ])usiness, in the office of the 
Hon. A. Emmons, father of Judge H. H. Emm<ms, a 
will-known and honored citizen of Michigan. Mr. I'ates 
worked as a journeyman printer in Albany, New York, 
and in other places. In 1826 he published a paper, 
called the Warren Gazette^ at W'arrcn, Pennsylvania. 
While engaged in this enterprise, Horace Greeley 
worked '"or him as a journeyman; and a friendship was 
formeil between the two men which lasted to the close 
<»f Mr. Circeley's life. In 1S28 Mr. Bates took charge 
of the Chautauqua Republican^ at Jamestown, New York; 
and, two years later, removed to New York City. He 
soon after worked as foreman in Horace Greelev's office; 
and, while thus cmployeil, planned the ty]>ographical 
form of the Xnv Yorker^ which Messrs. (ireelev & McEl- 
rath publi.-^hed. In 1833 ^^r. l^ates was employed aa 
foreman in the office of the Detroit Admiisir. In 1S39 
he and George Dawson bought that paper; and Mr. 
Bates continued its proprietor until 1S44. In that year, 
the Whig party, who.se policy Mr. Bates very earnestly 
and ably advocated, was defeated at the election. The 
prospects for a Whig paper were not flattering; and he 
sold the Advciiisa' 7<wA retired from the publi>hing busi- 
ness. In the interval between 1849 and 1S56, Mr. Bates 
journeyed twice to California, by way of Cape Horn; 
and was for a year or more, sole owner and publisher 
of the Alta California^ the only daily paper publi>hed, at 
that lime, west of the Rocky Mountains. In 1S56 he 
accepted a position in the office of the Auditor-(3eneral, 
at Lansing, which he held until 1S5S. He then resolved 
to re-enter the newspaper business, in Tr.ucise City. 
This was an insignificant village, one hundred and fifty 
miles from ai\y railroad, thiity from any regular steam- 
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boat route, and a hundred, or more, from any back- 
woods stage route. A dense wilderness extended to 
Grand Rapids on the south, and Lake Huron on the 
east. The only mails received were brought on the 
backs of Indians, over long, winding, wearisome trails. 
Mr. Bates' experience and sound, practical judgment 
enabled him lo choose what was then really the most 
eligible place in the State for publishing a new paper. 
On the 3d of November, 1858, the first number of the 
Grand Traverse Herald was issued. The investment, 
even the first year, proved to be a paying one. For 
nine years Mr. Dates was sole proprietor and editor. 
During several years, he himself worked at the case, 
assisted, as occasion required, by his wife. He gave his 
best energies to making the region known, and to devel- 
oping its resources. He was an uncompromising Re- 
publican, — hating slavery with all the intensity of his 
nature. In the first number of his paper, he said: "We 
hate slavery in all its forms and conditions, and can have 
no fellowship or compromise with it. We entertain no 
respect for any party or any religion which sanctions 
and supports it, we care not from what source they de- 
rive their authority ; and regard that politician, minister, 
or layman, who advocates its extension and perpetuity, 
as an enemy to the human race, and false to the God 
we worship." His whole political life was consistent 
with this antislavery creed. No party or measure ever 
received his countenance if in the least affected by pro- 
slavery tendencies. Mr. Bates was, for eight years, 
Treasurer of Grand Traverse County ; and discharged 
the duties of the office in a manner entirely satisfactory 
to the people. He held the office of Register of the 
United States Land-office at Traverse City, during Presi- 
dent Lincoln's administration. Mr. Bates took occasion 
to inform President Johnson, in very vigorous language, 
that neither he nor his paper would swerve one iota 
from the principles of Republicanism. He was removed 
from the position; but, upon the election of President 
Grant, was re-instated, and held the office until his death. 
In 1868 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor of Michi- 
gan ; and was re-elected in 1870. By virtue of the office, 
he was President of the Senate ; and, in the discharge 
of the duties of that position, secured the esteem of all 
with whom he was associated. He was a man of remark- 
able energy and industry; and was noted for shrewdness 
and business tact. When he went to Traverse City, in 
1858, he was worth one thousand dollars; in fifteen 
years, that sum had increased more than a hundred-fold. 
He was liberal in giving; and many of the poor and 
unfortunate remember him with gratitude. He was a 
man of earnest sympathies, intense convictions, and 
plain, vigorous speech. His "yes" and **no" were de- 
cisive. During his residence at Jamestown, New York, 
Mr. Bates married Janet Cooke, of Argyle. She died 
in the summer of 1855. He married, November 25, 



1857, Clymene C. Cole, who died in 1872. He survived 
her but little more than a year, After a long and pain- 
ful illness, he died March 2, 1874. On the day of his 
funeral, places of business and schools were closed in 
Traverse City. 
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WJ'ATES, THOMAS T., of Traverse City, Michi- 
^|j|v gan, was born in Keeseville, Essex County, New 
<^S^*:^ York, December 13, 1 841. His father, Rev. 
Merritt Bates, was a distinguished clergyman in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; and a twin brother of 
the late ex-Lieutenant-Governor, Morgan Bates, of 
Michigan. His mother belonged to the old New York 
family of Tomlinson. Mr. Bales received only a com- 
mon-school education, but was an untiring reader; and, 
by means of his father's excellent library, acquired a 
general knowledge, which fully compensated for his 
lack of instruction in the schools. At sixteen years 
of age, he began his business career as a clerk in a 
store at Glenn's Falls, New York, on a salary of one 
dollar per week. The following year, he entered the 
Commercial Bank, of Glenn's Falls, as book-keeper ; 
and, in 1859, occupied a responsible position in a large 
banking house in Memphis, Tennessee. In May, 1863, 
he accompanied his parents to Traverse City, Michigan; 
and, soon after, was emjJoycd as cashier in the great 
lumber establishment of Hannah, Lay & Co. Two 
years later, he resigned this position to open a private 
land-office. He continued this business for ten years, 
during which period the Grand Traverse region de- 
veloped from a dense wilderness, into one of the finest 
agricultural districts of the State. Mr. Bates from the 
first identified himself with the interests of the country; 
and gave all his time and energies to the accomplishment 
of one object, — the advancement of the now famous 
Grand Traverse region. From 1865 to 1871, Mr. Bates 
had the business charge, and, occasionally, the editorial 
work, of the Grand Traverse Herald. This was started, 
in 1858, by his uncle, Lieutenant-Governor Morgan 
Bates; and was afterwards owned and edited by Hon. 
D. C. Leach. Mr. Bates thus became familiar with 
politics ; took an active part in them ; and advocated 
radical Republican principles. His business continued 
very prosperous for several years; but finally, in the 
fall of 1875, the depression in the value of real estate 
compelled him to retire. In 1876 he assumed the 
entire business and editorial management of the Grand 
Traverse Herald^ the oldest and most influential paper 
in Northern Michigan; and has since continued its 
publication. In 1867 Mr. Bates married Martha E. 
Cram, daughter of Jesse Cram, an early settler in 
Grand Traverse County, and one of the pioneers of 
Wayne and Genesee counties. 
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'RONSON. STEPHEN, Dig Rapids, Lumber and 
^1 Jj Real Estate Dealer, was born in IJrown County, 
•J!^>'-* New York, August 3, 1817. Mis parents, 
Stephen and I'olly (Page) Lronson, were of English 
descent, and wore married in Connecticut. Stephen 
Bronson is the tliird child and second son. He attended 
the district schools of his native county, and the acad- 
emy at Oxford, which was then under the charge of 
Professor Coon. After graduating, he worked for his 
father at farming and in lumber-mills until the age of 
nineteen. From 1S36 until 1840, he was occupied in 
farming during the summer, and in teaching during the 
winter. He then removed with his parents to Du Page 
County, Illinois, where he remained five years, occupied 
as before, and adding to his summer employment car- 
penter-work and surveying. He then engaged in wheat 
speculation in Chicago; and, being successful, soon 
removed to that city. One year later, he began busi- 
ness as a general broker, and subsequently dealt in 
hardware. This he abandoned in 1S56, and engaged in 
lumbering in Minnesota. In 1857 he returned to Chi- 
cago, where he remained until 1859. He then went to 
Denver, Colorado, arriving early in May, and made the 
first wagon track from there to Gregory's Diggings, — 
now known as Central City. At that place, he built 
the first house. In twelve davs, he took from his claim 
five hundred dollars, and then made the first sale in 
that country, for ten thousand dollars. Afterwards, he 
engaged in the lumber business in Gold City; and, in 
the fall, returned to Denver. In 1861 he returned to 
his family at Wheaton, Illinois. He had crossed the 
plains eight times; made many improvements in Denver, 
and been very active in organizing the new government 
of the place. He was chosen a Representative to the 
Colorado Legislature. Immediately after his return 
home, he and his son enlisted in the 1 2th Illinois Cav- 
alry; and, three months later, Mr. IJronson was unani- 
mously chosen Captain of the color company. This 
position he fdled until September, 1S62; and was then 
promoted to the rank of Major for gallant service at 
Harper's Ferry. Here, by a gallant dash, previous to 
the capture, he saved two regiments, and captured a 
Confederate supply-train. Most of the succeeding time, 
Mr. IJronson had charge of the regiment; and once had 
a personal encounter with the guerrilla Moscby. In 
the winter of 1S63, the regiment was mustered out of 
service; and, immediately afterwards. Major IJronson 
raised a company for the 141st Infantry. He was 
elected Captain, and was subsequently commissioned 
C«doncl of the regiment. He served with it until its 
term expired; and, a few weeks later, was instrumental 
in raising another regiment, called the 153d Illinois 
Infantry. He was commissioned Colonel; and, after- 
wards, lirigadier-Gcneral by the President of the United 
States. He took part in all the battles of the Potomac;- 



in October, 1865, was mustered out with his brigade; 
and at once returned to his home in Wheaton, Illinois. 
Soon afterwards, he went to Texas, and spent one 
season in buying cattle, which he shipped to Chicago 
and sold successfully. In the spring of 1867, he bought 
a large amount of property in Big Rapids, Michigan, 
and removed there with his family. He has since been 
engaged in banking, real estate and lumber business, — 
now devoting himself to the latter two. Mr. Dronson 
became a member of the Masonic Fraternity in 1862; 
and is also a member of the Independent Order of Odd- 
Fellows. In politics, he was an old-line Whig, and 
afterwards one of the first members of the Republican 
party. Since removing to Big Rapids, he has been a 
member of the School Board, Alderman, and Treasurer 
of Mecosta County. He united with the Baptist Church 
when he was sixteen years old, and was connected with 
it until 1867. In that year, he became a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, of which he is at present an 
elder. In 1842, in Du Page County, Illinois, he married 
Mi>s Amelia Parker. They had seven children, — three 
sons and four daughters, — of whom one son and three 
daughters arc still living. Mrs. Bronson died in 1864. 
In February, 1867, he married, in Wheaton, Illinois, 
Mi^s Kale M. Brown, daughter of Dr. Henry B. Brown. 
They have had three children, — two daughters and one 
son, — of whom the daughters are living. 




ROWNELL, HON. SEYMOUR, of Marquette, 
J Secretary, Treasurer, and General Manager of 
'y^- '* the Manjuette Brown Stone Company, was born 
at Farmington, Ashland County, Michigan, February 
27, 1S37. He is the son of George and Clarissa (Grant) 
Brownell. His father is connected with the family 
of Bishop Brownell, of Connecticut. Mr. Brownell 
received a common-school education; and, in 1856, en- 
gaged in the mercantile business at Utica, Macomb 
County, Michigan. In 1858 he was appointed l*ost- 
master of that place, and held that position until 1S61. 
At the breaking out of the civil war, he raised the first 
company of volunteers in the county; and joined the 
2d Michigan Cavalry, which was recruited at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, by Hon. F. W. Kellogg. He re- 
mained with the regiment until the fall of 1862. Then, 
upon the recommendation of General P. H. Sheri<lan, 
at that time Colonel of the regiment, he was commis- 
sioned, by President Lincoln, Commissary of Subsistence 
of Volunteers; and reported for duty to General J. D. 
Cox, then commanding in the Kanawha Valley, West 
Virginia. He afterwards served on the stafl's of Generals 
Mulligan, Kelly, and Ord; and was subsequently ap- 
pointed Chief of Subsistence on the staff of General 
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Sigel. He held the same position on the staff of General 
David Hunter, while the latter was in command of the 
Department of West Virginia; and accompanied him 
in his memorable raid up the Shenandoah Valley, and 
to Lynchburg, in 1864. In the fall of that year, Mr. 
Brownell was obliged to resign his commission, owing 
to rheumatism and disease contracted by exposure and 
hardship during that campaign. He received a brevet 
commission as Colonel, for faithful and meritorious 
services during the war. In 1866 he held the office of 
Collector of Internal Revenue for the Fifth District of 
Michigan ; and was elected State Senator for Macomb 
County in 1871. He was one of the projectors and 
original directors of the Detroit and Bay City Railroad ; 
and, in 1872, built the first thirty miles of that road. 
Colonel Brownell is an attendant and supporter of the 
Episcopal Church. In the important offices held under 
the Government, in^piense amounts of money passed 
through his hands; but, in settling with the Treasury 
Department, there was no difference in the accounts 
kept by him and the Government, every penny being 
accounted for. Although Colonel Brownell has been a 
resident of the Lake Superior region but a short time, 
he is already a leading man there. He married, Octo- 
ber 20, 1 8c 7 Helen A. Lawrence. 



^REITUNG, HON. EDWARD, of Negaunee, 
\\ Mine Operator, and State Senator for the Thirty- 
<^J^^«^ first District, was born November 10, 1831, in 
the city of Schalkau, Duchy of Saxe-Meiningen; and is 
the son of Rev. John M. Breitung, a Lutheran clergy- 
man. He was educated in the College of Mining in the 
city of Meiningen, which was then one of the most 
celebrated schools in Germany for the pursuit of scien- 
tific and classical studies. He was ready to leave this 
school in 1849, ^^^ Y^^^ ^^ ^^^ revolution in Germany. 
In this great movement, he was deeply interested; and, 
when it resulted in failure, he sought what were its 
objects, — equality and freedom, — in America. After 
reaching this country, he went to Kalamazoo County, 
Michigan; where, in order to acquire a more correct 
knowledge of the English language, and to familiarize 
himself with the manners and customs of the American 
people, he spent several months at school in the town 
of Richland. He then procured a clerkship in a store 
at Kalamazoo, remaining there until 185 1, when he 
went to Detroit, and became clerk in a mercantile 
house. In May, 1855, he removed to Marquette, Mich- 
igan, where he engaged in business until 1859, and 
then removed to Negaunee, Marquette County. In 
1857 he commenced entering and buying mineral lands 
in the Lake Superior country, — principally iron lands 
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in Marquette and adjoining counties, — and, in 1864, 
sold out his mercantile business, and engaged exclu- 
sively in iron-mining operations. His early education in 
the subjects of mining, engineering, geology, mineral- 
ogy, etc., gave him a peculiar fitness for business of this 
nature; and his operations have been very extensive. 
From i860 to 1S64, while still engaged in mercantile 
business, he was also connected with Mr. I. B. B. Case 
in operating the Pioneer Iron Furnace at Negaunee. 
He was subsequently superintendent and general man- 
ager of the Washington Iron Company, and of the 
Republican Iron Company, — the latter being the largest 
company of the kind in the country. In 1864, 1865, 
and 1866, he made a thorough exploration of the iron 
range in Marquette and Menomonee counties, locating 
a number of mines, some of which are developing very 
profitably. He also opened the famous Hemaiide Iron 
Mines of Negaunee, under a lease from the proprietors. 
Quite recently, Mr. Breitung has become interested in 
gold and silver mining in Colorado, where he is work- 
ing two mines very successfully. In the fall of 1872, he 
was elected a member of the Legislature for Marquette 
County, and served two years, from January I, 1873. 
In 1876 he was elected State Senator from the Thirty- 
first District, to serve two years, from January i, 1877. 
He became a member of the Masonic Fraternity in 
1857, and is a Knight Templar. In politics, he has 
been an active Republican since the organization of that 
party; and, in June, 1876, was a delegate from Michigan 
to the National Republican Convention at Cincinnati. 
He was brought up in the Lutheran faith. November 
28, 1S70, he married Mary Paulin, of Negaunee. They 
have one son. Mr. Breitung is five feet eleven inches 
in height, well proportioned, and weighs from one hun- 
dred and ninety-five to two hundred pounds. He is 
of a jovial disposition, frank, open-hearted, and some- 
what impulsive. He is quick in forming opinions, and 
in making decisions which often involve large business 
transactions. He has aided greatly in the development 
of the iron wealth of Michigan, and has accumulated a 
competency while still in the prime of life. 




HURCH, PHILETUS SWIFT, Merchant and 
General Trader, on Sugar Island, in the St. Mary*s 
^^,^ River, Michigan, is the son of Jesse and Margery 
(Munson) Church, and was born in Riga, Monroe County, 
New York, August 20, 18 12. His father was a Captain 
in the war of 181 2, and fought in the battle of Luiuly's 
Lane, under Colonel Philetus Swift, whom he admired 
greatly, and after whom he named his son. Philetus 
Church's grandfather was an early settler in Western 
New York, and his remains were among the first buried 
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west of the Genesee River. His mother was a native of 
Massachusetts, and inherited the strictest Puritanic prin- 
ciples, the influence of whicli, on Pliiletus' whole life, 
has been very marked. His fallier early learned the 
wheelright's trade, but worked at it very liule, preferring 
farming, which he f*.)llo\ved most of his life. I'hiletus 
obtained his education in a c«^mnion .district school, fm- 
Lshing it by attending ihe Academy at Palmyra, New 
York, for six months, during the winter of 1.S29-30. In 
the summer he sometimes assisted his father on the f.irm, 
and at otlier>» worked for his neighbors at ^even dollars 
per month. His greate^^t ambition \\a>» to become a mer- 
chant. Accordingly, April 19, 183 1, he engaged ;i^ a 
clerk in the store of I )eacon Hubb.ird Hall, at iJyron, 
New York, fi.>r eight dollars per month. He remained 
with him until the fall of 1.S35, when he went to ( )ak- 
tield, (iencsee County, and, with tllteen hundred iloll.ir.^, 
establi.^hcd hinix-clf in business. Here he became verv 
zealous in assi.->ting .Mr. Carey in loini<ling what is nt>w 
known a-, the Carey ddlegiate Institute, located at 
Careyville, .New York. He actually sul»^cribed more 
money than he wa^ then worth, for its support; this, of 
course, made him bankrupt, and ctbliged him to gi\c up 
his business, but he never regrotted hi-» gift. The insti- 
tution is flourishing, and he has been rewarded in more 
ways than one for his ihen impoverishing liberality. Mr. 
Church, after hi» failure at IJyron, went to Careyville, 
where he remained till the fall of 1S41, trying to build 
up his business. On the iith of (October, 1S37, he mar- 
ried r'lizabeth Duncan Wells, of iJyron, (ienesce County, 
New York, who was the granddaughter of Rev. Samuel 
'J'aggart, of CoKraine. ^Ia•^sachusetts. Mr. Taggart is 
known in the history of our country as Representative 
in Congress from his district for fourteen years, — from 
I.S03 to 18 1 7, — and is frequently styled, in his church, 
**The IJishop of Calvinism." In going to Congress, he 
was obliged to travel all the way from ('oleraine to 
Washington on horseback. .Mrs. Church inherited the 
Calvinistic principles of her grandfather without any of 
his absent-mindedness or other peculiarities. In the great 
revival of 1S30 and 1831, in Western New York, under 
President Finney, she became converted, and immedi- 
ately united with the Presbyterian Church. In 1841 
Mr. Church went to Detroit, Michigan, and, through 
the influence of W'. A. Howard, obtainctl a clerkship in 
the stoie of M. W. Burchard & Co. Here he remained 
till l8.|5, when he went into the northern part of ihe 
State in search of copper, which had lately been dis- 
covered; but, landing at Sault Ste. Marie, he became 
engaged, during the winter of i845--46, in selling goods 
on commission. In June, 1S46, he removed to Sugar 
Island, his present residence, where he began trading 
with the Indians. He first established a small store 
here, but his business has assumed such dimensions that 
he now ha.s facilities for carry ing <m the whole mercan- 



tile trade with the four hundred Indians who liVe on iTie 
island. He also supplies nearly all Lake Superior ves- 
' scls with wood at his landing, and does a large business 
in lumber and tamarack knees for vessels. In 1S51 he 
commenced making raspberry jam, and the yearly pro- 
duction has increased steadily, so that now he manufac- 
tures from six to twelve tons per annum. The way in 
which .Mr. Church wa:< led to engage in this business is 
a good illustration of the manner in which ditlerent 
j industries are develiped in new countries; and is, sub- 
! stantially, as follows: About the year 1850, Mrs. Kenzie, 
! of Chicago, \ihile on a plea>.ure trip, stojipe<l at the 
, h«m^e of Mr. and Mrs. Church, as all pleasure-seekers 
I Usually timl a few moments to do, while the vessel is 
taking (>n wood. While there, she was entertained with 
delicious raspberry jam, and immediately desired to 
purcha>L- some, which was furnished to her in due time. 
I .As she from time to time entertained her friends with it, 
the ilemand began to increase very rapidly, and is now 
, beyond the natural yield of the island. Mr. Church has 
I on the inland a saw-mill and a shingle-mill, both of 
whi<h produce a large amount of slock yearly. He also 
handles about fi>ur tons of maple sugar and some two 
thousaiul dullars wurth of furs yearly. Three years ago 
i a demand sj)rung up for a peculiar kind of evergreen 
: which grows oii the island, and last year he shipped 
more than li.-n tons of it to various jiarts of the country. 
It is e\iensively u>.ed in decorating churches and public 
buiMing>, retaining its fresh ai>pearance for a year or 
more alle»- it has been cut. He also keeps a steam-tug, 
whicli he a^es almost exclusivelv lor his own business. 
[ .Mr. ("hurih went to Sugar Island, in 1S46, for the legiti- 
mate purp«"se of acijuiring property, which, through 
jialient and iiwesvant labor, he has acc»)mplishcd. He 
now gives wmk of some tlescription to members of every 
family who lives there. Four hundred Indians owe the 
blessings of their comfortable, and in many instances 
line homes, to Mr. Church, and it is he whom they must 
thank for their rescue from poverty. His policv has 
always been to give the Indians work, and keep all kinds 
of stimulating drinks from them; and, if there is one 
thing which he and his much lamented wife have felt 
jjroud of, it is the restraining and elevating influence 
thev have exerted oser their wild nei;'hbors. Thev have 
been, most emphatically, the /riends of the red man. 
Hundreils of friends can testify to the kind hospitality 
thev have received in the home of Mr. Church, and will 
always recollect with plea.sure the few moments' conver- 
sation while waiting for the boat to '* wood up." Many 
persons of world-wide celebrity have visited •'Church's 
Landing," among whom may be mentioncl, Horace 
(ireeley, Charles Sumner, Judge McLean, Mrs. Abraham 
Lincoln, and many others, whose presence has graced the 
"delightful home on the island." Only three visitois 
to the island ever refused to enter his house, and they 
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were the duelist, J. Watson Webb, and his two daughters. 
While Mr. Church was living at Byron, New York, he 
became an elder in the Presbyterian Church, of which 
he and Mrs. Church have been members since their 
early conversion. While living in Detroit, they were 
members of Doctor Dufficld's church. When the first 
Presbyterian Church of Sault Ste. Marie, the first in 
Northern Michigan, was organized, in 1854, they were 
two of the original eight who covenanted **to walk 
together as disciples of Jesus Christ, on the principles 
of the confession of faith and form of government of the 
Presbyterian Church." They had three children, all of 
whom were boys; the second child died when only 
nine months old, and was buried at Detroit, where they 
were living at the time. His oldest son is a farmer on 
the St. Mary's River, and the youngest is associated 
with his father in his business on the island. Mrs. 
Church died on the 23d of October, 1S76; her death is 
greatly felt by her husband and sons, as well as by a 
large circle of friends, whom her talents and kindness 
had drawn to her. Politically, Mr. Church was a Dem- 
ocrat until the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, when 
he became a Whig. On the formation of the Republican 
party, in 1854, he identified himself with it, .and still 
maintains its principles. He has been the Supervisor of 
his township for the past fifteen years. 




AMPBELL, AMBROSE, of Marquette, Michigan, 
Register of the United States Land-office, was 
bom in Danville, Montour County, Pennsylvania, 
August 2, 1829. His parents were McDonald and Jane 
(Moore) Campbell. He is a descendant of Alexander 
Campbell, who distinguished himself in the War of 1812. 
His brother, Alexander Campbell, now deceased, was a 
very active politician, and a well-known stump speaker. 
His parents removed to Michigan in 1835, where his 
father died, three years later. Mr. Campbell attended 
school while his father was living, but was afterwards 
thrown upon his own resources. Between the ages of 
eighteen and twenty, he attended the branch of the State 
University at While Pigeon, Michigan; and graduated 
fn 1849. Having a desire to become a merchant, he 
engaged to work in the store of his father's brother. 
After remaining there two years, the store was closed ; 
and Mr. Campbell engaged in the dried-apple trade, 
buying in Ohio, and selling through Michigan and Illi- 
nois. He followed that occupation one season; and 
then, in connection with his brother, under the firm 
name of Campbell & Bro., opened a store at Three 
Rivers, Michigan. There his health failed; and, in 
June, 1855, he made a pleasure excursion around Lake 
Superior. He was so well pleased with the village of 



Martjuette that he made arrangements to return there ; 
and, in October of the same year, opened a grocery and 
provision store. After carrying on this trade for about 
three years, he opened a general store. In 1862, with 
Mr. P. White, he organized the First National Bank of 
Marquette, of which he was a Director for the first year. 
The next year, the capital was increased to one hundred 
thousand dollars, and Mr. Campbell was appointed Presi- 
dent. The duties of that position occupied so much of 
his time that, the next year, he resigned, again becoming 
a Director. In 1861, in connection with his other busi- 
ness, he engaged in real estate speculation, in which he 
was very successful. In 1865 he sold out his mercantile 
business, but continued his real estate transactions. In 
186S he was appointed Register of the United States 
Land-ofiice. In the spring of 1870, he severed his con- 
nection with the First National Bank ; and, with others, 
organized the Citizens' Bank, of which he became Presi- 
dent. In the fall of 1872, the bank was reorganized 
under the State law, and its capital increased to one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars ; in April, however, it 
was changed back to seventy-five thousand. June I, 
1877, owing to a disagreement among the Directors, in 
regard to its management, Mr. Campbell retired from 
the bank. Since then, he has devoted himself to the 
real estate business, and the duties of his office. During 
the late war, he contributed largely towards the support 
of the Union army. Mr. Campbell is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and has been a trustee for a num- 
ber of years. He is a Republican; and, although not 
an office-seeker, is considered one of the leading poli- 
ticians of Marquette. He married, September 12, 1859, 
in Marquette, Mary L. Hontoon. They have one daugh- 
ter, who is sixteen years of age. 




LARK, HON. FREDERICK O.. of Marquette, 
Michigan, was born at Girard, Erie County, Penn- 
^rr.'- sylvania, in 1842. His father, John B. Clark, was 
a native of Vermont. His mother, Charlotte M. Wood- 
ruff, was a daughter of Rev. E. T. Woodruff, of Coven- 
try, Connecticut, and Sally Alden, a descendant of John 
Alden, made famous by Longfellow's poem, ** The Court- 
ship of Miles Standish." Mr. Clark received an aca- 
demic education ; and removed to the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan in 1S62. In the summer of that year, he was 
engaged in surveying the State-road, from the waters of 
Lake Superior to Little Bay de Noquct, at the head 
waters of Green Bay ; known as the Marquette and Bay 
de Noquet State-road. In the fall, he was assistant 
engineer, and was engaged in the preliminary survey of 
the Peninsular Division of the Chicago and North-west- 
ern Railroad. He acted as compass-man ; and, with his 
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fourteen comrades, slept on the ground on hemlock and 
cedar bouj^hs, or on the corduroy, in the extensive 
swamps which stretch across ihc Peninsula. Mr. Clark 
taught school during the following winter, at Harvey, 
Manjuette County. In the spring, he returned to the 
survey of the Chicago and North-western Railroad, and 
remained until the work was completed, in 1S64. In 
1S66 he was engaged in surveying and civil engineering 
in the counties of Marquette and Delta; and laid out 
the city of Ncgaunce. He was agent of a Lake Superior 
leather company for two years. In 1869 he returned 
to the study of law, which he had commenced before 
his removal to Michigan. In 1S70 he was admitted 
to the bar, and commenced practice at Escanaba, 
Delta County, Michigan. The following year he was 
elected President of the village. In 1872 he was elected 
Prosecuting Attorney of Delta County, and in 1874 was 
elected a Representative to the State Legislature. He 
was nominated by the Republican party, indorsed by 
the Democratic Convention, and received the unanimous 
vote of Delta, Menomonee, Sclioolcraft, and Ciiippcwa 
counties. In this Legislature, he was Chairman of the 
Library Committee, and a meml)er «»f tlie Judiciary 
Committee. In July, 1876, he removed to Marriuelte, 
Michigan, where he is now engaged in the practice of 
law. Mr. Clark married, June 13, 1877, Ella J. Harlow, 
a daughter of Amos Rogers Harlow, one of the oldest 
and most respected pioneers of the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. 



the Presbyterian Church. He joined the Masonic Fra- 
ternity in 1S67. He has been twice married. His first 
wife, Amanda White, was the daughter of Colonel 
Samuel White, one of the framers of the State Consti- 
tution. She died in 1S51, leaving one child, — a daugh- 
ter. In 1853 he married Sarah ]3ennett, a daughter of 
the late Morris Bennett, of Howell. They have two sons. 



-•o^ 



^URTIS, HON. LESTER, of Ishpeming, Michi- 
gan, was born in Yates County, New York, Jan- 
^)^ uary 29, 1829. He is the son of Roswell and 
Jerusha (Hennett) Curtis. His father settled in North- 
field, Washtenaw County, Micliigan, where, for a num- 
ber of years, he was Postmaster, and was engaged in 
loaning money and dealing in real estate. His son 
Lester, after leaving the common schools, attended the 
Seminary at Ypsilanti a short time. After his father's 
removal to Michigan, the care of the farm rested upon 
him. He was occupied in farming in Livingston and 
Washtenaw counties, until 1867, and then went to Rio, 
Wisconsin, where he was a successful merchant. In 
1873 he removed to Ishpeming; there his businesshas 
increased yearly, and he has branch establishments in 
the mining towns of Champion, Michigamme, and Re- 
public. Before the organization of the Republican 
party, he was a Democrat; but, since then, has been 
an active Republican. While in Wisconsin, he was 
Supervisor; and, in the fall of 1876, was elected a 
Representative to the State I-egislature, from the Sec- 
ond District of Marquette County, Michigan. Since 
his removal to Ishpeming, he has been connected with 



'|5^YR, LOUIS DAVID, M. D., of Negaunee, Mich- 
igan, was born December 25, 1833, in Lower 

'T^y? Canada. His parents were David and Sophia 
(Derome) Cyr. He received a collegiate education, 
entering St. Hyacinth College, in Lower Canada, at the 
age of eleven years, and graduating in 1S51. He then 
studied medicine, in the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons in Montreal, four years, taking three courses of 
lectures, and graduating in 1856. He practiced one 
year in Canada, and about one year in New York State. 
In 1S59 he went to Michigan, and engaged in practice 
at Marquette, in partner>hip with Mr. St. Clair; shortly 
afterwards removing to Negaunee, where he has since 
remained. Being the first physician in the place, he 
has acquired a large practice, and a successful one, 
financially as well as professionally. In i860 he opened 
a small drug store, the first in Negaunee. He also 
opened the first photograph gallery and jewelry store 
there, and built the first brick building. He now car- 
ries on an extensive business in drugs, stationery, and 
notions; is physician for the Jackson-Palmer rolling 
mill; for the McCumber, Bessemer, and Cambria iron 
companies; a partner in the dry-goods house of Marsell 
& Co.; and conducts a large and profitable city practice. 
He is a member of the Masonic Fraternity and Comman- 
dery. He is a Republican; and, about 1862, was 
ap])ointed Postmaster of Negaunee, which position he 
has held eight or ten years. He is an enthusiastic 
sportsman, and every autumn devotes a few weeks to 
hunting, fishing, and camping out in the forests of Upper 
Michigan, where deer and other smaller game abound. 
January 31, 1865, he was married, in Marquette, to 
Miss Florence M. W'alson, daughter of the late J. W. 
Watson, a prominent merchant of that city. They have 
two daughters, aged, respectively, ten and twelve years. 
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' .^ULLER, HON. CEYLON CANFIELD, of Big 

^\l'f Rapids, Michigan, is a descendant, on his 
(^'^[i mother's side, of Roger Sherman, one of the 

-7.^- • signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
He was born in Chardon, Geauga County, Ohio, June 
25, 1832, and is the son of Edson and Celira (CanfieM) 
Fuller, both of English descent. Mr. Fuller was edu- 
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cated at the Eclectic Institute, of Hiram, Portage County, 
Ohio, and at Grand Rapids, Michigan. When he was 
twenty-one years of age, he engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness at Grand Rapids, in which he continued seven 
years, wiih the exception of eighteen months devoted to 
conducting a newspaper in McGregor, Iowa. During 
this time he married, November 9, 1858, Franc A. Mor- 
rison, of Davenport, Iowa; and removed to Big Rapids 
in i860. Soon after he was admitted to the bar at 
Grand Rapids. He is now senior member of the firm 
of P'uller & Dumon, a leading one in Mecosta County. 
Their business extends to adjoining circuits, and includes 
cases in the United States Courts. Mr. Fuller was eight 
years Circuit Court Commissioner. In i860 he was Post- 
master of Big Rapids. He was afterwards elected Judge 
of Probate, which position he resigned, as well as that 
of Circuit Court Commissioner, in 1868, for the purpose 
of accepting the office of State Representative. He has 
been Alderman four years, and one of the Board of Edu- 
cation six years. In 1862 he wrote all the original 
articles for the Big Rapids Pioneer; and, until 1872, gave 
his time and attention to its e<litorial columns. The 
public enterprises of Big Rapids have received from Mr. 
Fuller ready aid and co-operation. In 1S73 ^^ built the 
opera-house block, — the finest building in the city. He 
has held prominent positions in four different Masonic 
bodies. He is a member of the Christian Church at 
Grand Rapids. He is Chairman of the Mecosta County 
Republican Committee; and is a strong advocate of 
Hayes' Southern policy and civil service reform. Mr. 
Fuller's first wife died November 12, 1872. He married, 
January 5, 1876, Sarah E. Voorhces, of Ypsilanti. He 
has six sons. 



-•o^- 




^ULLER, GEORGE, M. D., of Houghton, Mich- 
igan, was bom at Willoughby, Lake County, 
Ohio, September 22, 1822; and is the son of 
the late Hon. Simeon Fuller, of Willoughby, 
formerly Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, and 
State Senator. He was one of the pioneers of Ohio, 
having moved there in 1816. He died at Willoughby 
in 1861. George Fuller acquired much of his early 
education under his father's instructions. He attended 
the Western Reserve Seminary, at Kirtland, Ohio, for a 
year. While quite young, he determined upon becom- 
ing a physician ; and, after leaving the Seminary, 
attended seven courses of lectures at Willoughby Uni- 
versity. He also studied medicine under the celebrated 
Dr. John Delamater, of Cleveland. He received his 
medical diploma from the Willoughby University, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1846; and, the day following, was married to 
Miss Eliza B. Ferguson, a native of Willoughby, Ohio. 
He then entered upon the practice of his profession; 



first, in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, where he practiced for 
several years; and, afterwards, in Putnam County. In 
1857, having been employed as the physician of various 
copper-mine companies, he removed to Houghton County, 
Michigan, where he has since resided. He has been 
employed by the Pervalic, Mesnard, Pontiac, Isle Royale, 
and Atlantic copper-mines ; and is still in the employ of 
the latter company, besides having a large practice in the 
villages of Houghton and Hancock. He has been emi- 
nently successful in his profession, and has acquired 
distinction for his skill in surgery, especially in treating 
fractures. He has always taken a strong interest in 
political matters, and is an ardent Republican. He has 
been President of the village of Houghton for two years. 
He has always been deeply interested in educational 
matters, and has been, for several years, Chairman of 
the School Board. He was the leading spirit in secur- 
ing the erection of the large and handsome Union School 
building at Houghton. 
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RANT, HON. CLAUDIUS BUCHANAN, Law- 
yer, of Houghton, Michigan, was born at Leba- 
^J5^ non, York County, Maine, October 25, 1835. 
His parents, Joseph Grant, and Mary (Merrill) Grant, 
were of Scotch and English descent. They were unable 
to give him more than a common-school education ; but, 
having early determined upon a profession, through his 
own exertions, he prepared for college at Lebanon, 
Maine. In October, i8$$, he entered the University of 
Michigan, from which he graduated, in the classical 
course, in 1859. He then taught for three years in the 
High School at Ann Arbor; the first year as assistant 
teacher of the classics, and the next two as principal. 
In the summer of 1862, when President Lincoln issued 
a call for more troops, he resigned his position, raised a 
company for the 20th Michigan Infantry, and was com- 
missioned Captain of Company D, of that regiment, 
July 29, 1862, leaving soon after for the seat of war. 
He was made Major of the same regiment, November 
21, 1863; Lieutenant-Colonel, December 20, 1864; and, 
on the same day, received a commission as Colonel. 
The regiment being then greatly depleted in numbers, 
there were not sufficient men to entitle it to a Colonel; 
consequently, he was mustered in only as Lieutenant- 
Colonel. He participated with his regiment in numer- 
ous engagements, in the campaigns of Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Virginia; including the battle 
of Horseshoe Bend, Kentucky; the sieges of Vicksburg 
and Jackson, Mississippi; the battles of Blue Springs and 
Campbell Station, Tennessee; siege of Knoxville; the 
Confederate attacks upon Fort Sanders; the Wilderness; 
Spottsylvania Court House; Cold Harbor; North Anna; 
the assault upon Petersburg, Virginia, June 17 and 18, 
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1S64; and all the operations before Petersburg. The 
day after the surrender of General Lee, Colonel Grant 
resigned his command. He returned to Ann Arbor, and 
at once commenced the study of law; entered the law 
department of the University of Michigan; was admit- 
ted to the bar in June, 1S66, and began practice in Ann 
Arbor, in partnership with Hon. Alpheus Felch. In 
1866 he was elected Recorder of the city of Ann Arbor, 
and was for four years a member of the School Board of 
that city. In April, 1867, he was appointed Postmaster 
of Ann Arbor, ancj held this position for three years. 
In the fall of 1870, he was elected a Representative to 
the State Legislature, and was re-elected in 1S72, serv- 
ing four years. During the session of 1871, he was 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Instruction. In 
1873 ^^ was chosen speaker, pro tempore, of the House 
of Representatives, and was (Chairman of the Committee 
on Ways and Means. He was elected a Regent of the 
University in 1871, to serve eight years, and now holds 
that office. In 1872 he was ai>})ointe(l, by President 
Grant, as alternate Commissioner for the State of Michi- 
gan, under the law organizing the Centennial Commis- 
sion, and held this i)osiii<jn until after the close of the 
Exhibition in 1876. In 1873 ^'^ remo\C(l fn«m Ann 
Arbor, to Houghton, Michigan, where he formed a law 
partnership with Josejih H. Chandler, and is still en- 
gaged there in the practice of law. He was elected 
Prosecuting Attorney for Houghton County, in 1S76, 
for the term of two years. In politics, he has always 
been a Republican, and an ardent worker for the success 
of the party; for several years, he was Chairman of the 
Republiean Committee of Washtenaw County. He wa.^ 
married, June 13, 1S63, to Caroline L. Felch, the eldest 
daughter of Hon. Alpheus Felch, of Ann Arbor. 



is a member of the Knights of Pythias, and Knights of 
Honor. He is not a member of any church; his opin- 
ions incline to Universali-m. lie was married, Novem- 
ber 21, 1876, to Miss Kittie K. (Jriswold, of Buffalo. 
Although yet a young man, he is thoroughly established 
in business, and is considered the best lumber salesman 
in Big Rapids. 



■♦o^ 



-K>*- 



>\\LE, HON. MARTIN PETTINGILL, of Big 
jT) Rapids, Michigan, was born in Barre, Vermont 
^;.^*- November 20, 1847, and is the son of Louis and 
Lucinda ( Pettingill) Gale, both of English descent. 
He received a common-school education, an<l spent 
three years in Barr« Academy. He was then employed 
two years by J. P. Davis, at Northfield, Vermont. In 
the fall of 1867, he took charge of a store at Demopolis. 
Alabama; and, in 1868, was engaged in a wholesale 
clothing store at Chicago. In 1S70 he was occupied 
in the same line at Boston. In the fall of 1872, he 
settled at P>ig Rapids, Michigan, and engaged with the 
Tioga Manufacturing Company, remaining until Septem- 
ber, 1S76. He then became a member of the firm of 
Iludnutt & Gale, lumber manufacturers, with whom he 
is still connected. He is a Republican in politics, and 
was elected Mayor of Big Rapids, in April, 1877. He 



^'REEN, HOLDEN N., Lumberman, of Cadillac, 
;.F was born in Yates County, New York, February 
^/^'' 15, 1S26. His parents were Thomas and Sarah 
(Cady) Green. His father served as Cai)tain of cavalry 
in the War of 181 2; and his mother, who is now over 
ninety years old, draws a Captain's pension. Holden 
N. Green attended the public schools and the Presby- 
terian Acailemy at Canandaigua, remaining at the latter 
until he \Nas eighteen years of age. In the fall of 1S44, 
he went to Chicago to live with his brother, who kept 
a h«)tel. Learning that his vote was legal in that State, 
he soon afterwards cast his first vote for James K. Polk 
for President. When the Illinois and Michigan Canal 
was opened, he was appointed mail agent on the route, 
and held the position three years. In the fall of 
1849, ^^c married, in Chicago, Miss Jane Harrison; and 
immediately removed to Mill Point, or what is now 
known as Sjuing Lake, Michigan. There he worked 
three years as engineer for Douglass & Hopkins, during 
which time, — in the fall of 1851, — his wife died. In 
1S53 he renio\ed to Manistee, and there look charge of 
Canflehl & Son's lumber business. In the fall of that 
year, he married, in Chicago, Miss Adeline Clark, of 
Manisiee. He lemained in the emj>loyment of Canfield 
»!v: Son ei};ht years. During this period, he was engaged 
in the fanious Government timber suits of 1854, in 
which the Government was defeated and the dishonesty 
of some of its officers exposed. For a year before the 
suit, Mr. Canfield and Mr. Green were obliged to evade 
the officers; being once captured and taken on a vessel, 
they resisted, and made their escape in the boat's yawl. 
In 1861 Mr. Green took charge of McVicar & Engle- 
man's lumber business. He remained with them three 
years, and then formed a partnership with his brother, 
under the firm name of Green & Brother. They built 
a saw-mill, bciuj;ht pine-lands, and carried on lumbering 
extensively until 1S71. In April, 1S69, their mill was 
comjiletely destroyed by the bursting of one of the 
boilers. Thirte<m men were killed, and the owners lost 
forty thou«:and dollars. Twenty-eight days afterwards, 
they had rebuilt the mill, and were again manufacturing 
lumber. In October, 1871, the night that Chicago was 
burned, Manistee met the same fate, and (ireen Broth- 
ers' mill was burned, with all the adjoining buildings. 
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Directly after the fire, Mr. Green disposed of his interest 
in the ruins, and built a grist-mill, which he sold two 
years later. In March, 1872, in company with Mr. 
Shackelton, under the firm name of Green & Shackel- 
ton, he built a lumber-mill at Clam Lake, and removed 
to that place, being the third settler. He has carried 
on a successful business there up to the present time, — 
lately, at the head of the firm of Green & Bond. In 
186S, at Manistee, he joined the Masonic Fraternity. 
He has always been a member of the Republican party. 
He held the office of Supervisor in Manistee, and has 
been Supervisor and Justice of the Peace at Clam Lake. 
He was brought up in the Presbyterian Church, of 
which he is a member. lie has seven children living, — 
four sons and three daughters; a fifth son, Fred Green, 
was drowned in Clam Lake when he was five years 
old. The eldest daughter, Ellen, is the wife of D. E. 
Mclntyre, a prominent lawyer of Clam Lake. 



pioneer of Western Michigan. They have had ten chil- 
dren, — five sons and five daughters, — seven of whom 
are living. Mr. Haney has always been a Republican, 
and has been somewhat active in politics. For two 
years, he has served as Alderman of Big Rapids. He 
was elected a member of the Board of Education in 
1874, and re-elected in 1877. He has been connected 
with all public enterprises; and, with the exception of 
the Methodist Church, which was erected before his 
arrival, has helped to build every church in the place. 
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ANEY, EDWARD GIBBON, Merchant and 
Manufacturer, Big Rapids, was born in Oswego, 
J*. v^* New York, May 10, 1832. His parents were 
■^ John and Sarah (Erwin) Haney. They had a 
family of eight children, — four sons and four daugh- 
ters, — of whom the subject of this sketch is the eldest. 
Having removed with his parents to Wayne County, 
Michigan, in 1835, ^^ attended the district school until : 
he was fourteen years of age. In 1846 he went to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, where he served an apprenticeship of 
three years at the molder's trade. He continued to 
work at his trade until 1854, — the last four years as a 
journeyman. He then removed to Grand Rapids, where 
he worked until the spring of 1870. April 10, 1870, he 
bought an interest in a foundry at Big Rapids, and 
removed there, with his family, to take charge of the 
business. In May, he bought out one of his partners; 
and, the following December, purchased the remaining 
interest. Since then, until the spring of 1877, he has 
conducted the business alone. He has also carried on a 
hardware store since 1874. He has been very success- 
ful, and has bought considerable real estate and water- 
power. He is also a stockholder in the Gas-light and 
Coal Company. Mr. Haney attributes his success to 
hard work and strict attention to the details of business. 
He joined the society of Odd-Fellows, February 17, 
1873; and the Encampment, August 26, the same year. 
He also became a member of the Knights of Pythias in 
1876. Although not a member of any church, he has 
been, for a number of years, one of the trustees of the 
Presbyterian society. He believes in universal salva- 
tion. He was married, in Kent County, January 7, 1856, 
to Joanna Tate, daughter of George Tate, a farmer and 



^(|f\\RRIS, LEVI O., Lumberman, Cadillac, Michi- 
f gan, was born in Henrietta, Monroe County, 

^^^^ New York, April 20, 1826. His parents, Benja- 
"^ min and Betsey Harris, originally from New 
Haven, Connecticut, were early and successful farmers 
of New York State. He is the third son and sixth 
child of a family of nine children. When quite young 
he removed, with his parents, to Pittsford, where he at- 
tended school. When he was eighteen years old, his 
parents removed to the old Rochester farm, in East 
Bloomfield, and he remained with them until 1855. ^^^ 
then went to Michigan, in company with his youngest 
brother, H. II. Harris, and bought between three and 
four thousand acres of pine-land in Alconia County, on 
Lake Huron. He rebuilt an old saw-mill and founded 
the flourishing village of Harrisville, which was named 
for him. While he remained there, Mr. Harris was 
Postmast»:r of the village. Besides dealing heavily in 
lumber, in Chicago, Jackson, and Omaha, where the 
brothers had lumber-yards, they carried on a large mer- 
cantile business, and were owners of the propeller, 
"Genesee Chief,'* which they ran between Alpena and 
Detroit. In 1866 Mr. Harris sold his lumber interests, 
and removed to Buffalo, where he engaged in banking 
until 1868. At that time, on account of ill health, he 
was obliged to find more active employment. While in 
Buffalo, he married Miss Georgiana Dutton, daughter of 
Carleton Dutton, September 26, 1867. Mr. Dutton was 
the inventor of the shell car-wheel, now used by all 
railroad companies; and, at the time of his death. Past 
Grand Commander of the Masonic Fraternity of New 
York State. Immediately after discontinuing the bank- 
ing business, Mr. Harris again engaged in lumber trans- 
actions. In 1870 he bought pine-lands on Flint River, 
in Michigan. Two years after he formed a partnership 
with his brother, and purchased five and one-half sec- 
tions of pine-land at Clam Lake. He moved to that 
place, which was then a wilderness, containing but one 
settler, who had gone there a few months before. Mr. 
Harris and his brother built a large saw-mill with 
shingle and lath mill attached. In July, 1875, ^^^ 
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brother died, and since then Mr. Harris has conducted 

the business ah)nf. He is a Rci)ul»Iican in i»rincij)le, 

but declines political honors, having never held office 

above that of School Director or Supervisor. He has 

four chihlren, — two sons and two dauglilers. In 1S72 

Mr. Harris was very sick, and, during a slow recovery, 

was surprised to read in the Flint Clobey of November 

21, the following obituary notice: 

'•The painful intelligence came to tliis city la^t Satur- 
day, that Mr. L. ("). Harris had ju>t dird of typlioiil 
fever, at Clam Lako, whither he recently remoxfl with 
his family. Mr. IIarri>. in company with his brother, 
had jrst completed a large mill at (.lam Lake: aii«l hi> 
business of manufaciuiing lumber ow a lari/e scale hail 
only fairly begun, when he wa'^ attacked w itli a fe\er, 
which terminated fatally. Other mmihers of the lamiiy 
are reported sick with the .same ili^ca^e. l)uiing hi^ 
short residence in this citv, .Mr. I Ian is ni.ule manv 
friends by his frank, genial manners and m.nily bear- 
ing; and his death, in the full vigr)r of manhood, will 
be sincerely dejdored by his late neighbois.'' 

This, however, was succeeded in the next issue by the 

following: 

**Nt)T Dk\d Vf.t. — It affords us more satisfaction 
than wc can exj)res«:, to be a!.le to c«.»i reel tlie report 
printed in last week's 6V<'/'c', that Mr. L. O. Harris, of 
Clam Lake, was dead. He is alive and very nearl\ 
recovered, and the other meml>er> of tlie family are well. 
The report came to us so directly that we suppo-»ed 
there could be no mistake al»«>ui it. Hut the sincere 
sorrow evinced by Mr. Hairis' neighbors here, over 
the rumor, serves to show hi»w much he is esteemed 
by them. Long may he live." 



a large mill; and, subsequently, a second one, seven miles 
west of Traverse City. They now have the largest retail 
mercantile house in the Stale; ihev also own one of the 
best Hour-mills in Nf)rthern Michigan; the propeller, 
"City of Traverse," running betxieen that village and 
Chicago; and the little ** Clara liclle," on the bay. Mr. 
Hannah is a Kepidilican. He has l)een Receiver of the 
United States Land-ofilcc for the pa'«t six years. lu 
1S56 and 1S57 he was the Representative in the State 
Le^i-ilalure from Grand 'I'raversc County. Mr. Hannah 
is now fifiv-four rears of ajre; and, with his surround- 
ings and standing, may well be taken as an example for 
liie young. 
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|.-i ANNAH, HON. PERRY, of Traverse City, j 
I Michigan, was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, Scj)- 
<J^.. > tcmVjcr 22, 1824. He is the youngest son «jf 
'* I''.. L. and Ann (Mc('ann) Hannah. His fa! her 
was a farmer. Mr. Hannah rtrmuved. in 1^37. to Port 
Huron, Michigan, where he remained nine xear.-., oceu- 
pied as a raftsman and clerk. In l5>4() he went to ' 
Chicago, landing in that busy town without a cent in 
his pocket. Here he laid the plans for his business life : 
and future fortune. After working four vears in the 
lumber trade as clerk, he formed a coparlner>hip with 
A. Tracy Lay and James Morgan, for doing lumber I 
business, under the firm name of Hannah, Lay iV <."(i., 
opening an office and yard. May i, 1S50. with a burrowed 
cajMlal of six thousand dollars. In 1S51 ihey j-urcha-seil 
their present location, at the head of Grand Traverse Hay. 
where only four or live white men ha<l preceded them. 
Here they built a small sieam-mill ami commenced mann- ■ 
facturing lumber, oj)ening, at the same time, a small sti.»re. : 
in a building twelve by twenty feet. In 1S54 Mr. Ilann.ih 
removed, wiih his family, to the mills (Traverse City) ; 
where he has since resided. In 1S57 the company erected I 



OUGHTON, GENERAL MOSES B., Farmer. 
Osceola County, Michigan, was born at Orange- 
. ville, Wycnning County, New York, on the 8th 
*> of November, 1S34. His father was a farmer 
and dair\man, carrying on a large business. He re- 
mained a! home until he wa-i twenty years of age, assisting 
hi-> father in the farm w«)rk. and attending school. He 
then went to MiiUlleburv Academv, where he finished 
his school training. In 185^ his father removed to Ionia 
County, Michigan, wheie he j>nrcha>ed two farms, one 
of which he gave to Moses, who was engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits until the breaking out of the civil war. 
He had been Captain of the l>oston Light Guards at 
Saranac, I<.>nia (.'ounty; and, after Fort Sumter wa» fired 
uj^on. he raised the com])any to a maximum of one hun- 
dred men, and lemlered his services to the Government. 
The company was attached to ihejil Michigan Regiment, 
which renilezvou^ed at Grand Raj^ids, and was sworn into 
the Cniied States (iovernment service for three months. 
The regiment wa.s mustered out at the end of ihat time, 
and imme«l lately sworn in fi»r three years, leaving Grand 
Rapids in June. 1S61. Ii joined the Army of the Poto- 
mac, and was the second rei^iment to march through 
ISallimore. alter the 2il Ma^sacliuseits had been fired into. 
Captain Hriughton took an active j^art in the battles of 
lUackburn's Ford, P.ull Run, Yorklown, Williamsburg, 
Fair Oaks, the seven days' fight before Richmond, where 
his regiment lost one hundred and forty-three men and 
nine officers; (. hantilly, Fredericksburg, where he led 
his regiment a'^ Major; Chancelliiraville and Gettysburg, 
where he commanded the skirmishers in front of the 
Ihird Corp^. During the P>attle of the Wilderness, he 
C'lmmandcd the 3d aii-l the 5lh Mich'-gan regiments, to 
wliich he hail bi en a>-^igned afler the lield-oiilcers had 
been di-abled. He held this position until June lO, 
1S04, when he vva-i ordered homo, l.i-, term having 
ex[/ired. He returned with his rci^imenl to Michigan; 
and, in August, 1S64, reorganized it and wa> commis- 
sioned Colonel. He participated in the engagements 
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with General Hood's army at Decatur, Alabama; and in 
those with General Forrest in and about Murfrecsboro, 
up to the time of General Hood's overthrow at Na>.h- 
ville. He was promoted through the several grades 
from Captain to ('oloncl; and, in 1865, was commis- 
sioned Brigadier-General, by brevet, for gallant and 
meritorious services. In a letter of recommendation 
sent to head-quarters for his promotion to the rank of 
Urigadicr-General, Major-Cieneral D. S. Stanley says : 
"There are, perhaps, few officers in America who can 
show such a brilliant record as Colonel Houghton. His 
battles and skirmishes can be counted almost by scores; 
and, in all these, he has acquitted himself most gallantly, 
bearing a high fame among his comrades in arms. I 
earnestly recommend his promotion." Upon being mus- 
tered out of service, General Houghton returned to his 
home in Ionia County, Michigan; and, in 1871, removed 
to Osceola County, having entered a soldier's homestead. 
In the .spring of 1872, he was elected Supervisor; and, 
in the fall of the same year, was made Sheriff of Osceola 
County, and re-elected in 1S74. In January, 1877, he 
was appointed Assistant Sergeant-at-arms for the Mich- 
igan Senate. In politics, he has always voted with the 
Republican party. He is an attendant at the Episcopal 
Church. General Houghton married, on his twentieth 
birthday. Miss Mary Keith, of Wyoming, New York. 
They have had three children, — two sons and one 
daughter. 




f.ALL, CHARLES H., of Ishpeming, Agent of 
the Lake Superior Iron Company, was born at 
Bloomingburg, Sullivan County, New York, Sep- 
tember 20, 1828. His parents were Robert T. 
and Hester Hall. He received a liberal education, 
being allowed to attend school until he was seventeen 
years of age. For the next two years, he was engaged 
as clerk in a general store at Port Jervis, New York. 
Afterwards, he .<>erved an apprenticeship of three years 
at Chester. Connecticut, in the machinists' trade; and 
subsequently engaged as journeyman and foreman in 
shops in and about the city of Hartford, Connecticut. 
In 1868 he removed from that place to Ishpeming, to 
become Superintendent of the Deer Lake Iron and Lum- 
ber Company. Soon afterwards, he became a stock- 
holder; and, from that time until 1874, was agent of 
the company. In the opening of that year, he was 
appointed agent of the Lake Superior Iron Company, 
whose business is very large, its mines being among the 
richest in Michigan. As agent of this company, he is 
concerned in the enterprise of furnishing the city with 
water, and has had in operation a Holly pump, with 
which a fire pressure could be given. He has also 
made additions to the city of Ishpeming by laying out 



land. Mr. Hall is a member of the Republican party, 
but takes no active part in politics. At present, how- 
ever, he is a Supervisor of Ishpeming. In 1852 he 
united with the Congregational Church; but, as there 
is no church of that denomination in Lshpeming, he 
became connected with the Presbyterian society. Feb- 
ruary 8, 1852, in Chester, Connecticut, he married Miss 
Amelia M. Iliggins. They have one son, — Edward R. 
Hall, — who succeeded his father to the agency of the 
Deer Lake Iron and Lumber Company, and is among 
the rising business men of Michigan. 



n;| ARLOW, AMOS ROGERS, Marquette, Capital- 
'i|[ ist and Pioneer of Northern Michigan, was born 



C^^"^* ^^ Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, April 23, 1815. 
parents, Abner and Persis (Rogers) Har- 



f ... '..'.',.. ill oiirevvsDury 
v^ His parents, / 
low, were born in Plymouth County, Massachusetts, and 
removed to Shrewsbury, in 181 2. Mr. Harlow received 
the ordinary common-school education of the period ; 
and, in December, 1830, left home to learn the iron 
branch of the machinist's trade, at Worcester, Massachu- 
setts. He was to serve until his majority, a term of 
five and one-fourth years, receiving yearly for his services 
his V)oard, six weeks' schooling, and forty dollars. In 
April, 1834, his employers abandoned the business and 
released him from the engagement. In 1835 ^^ com- 
menced the manufacture of woolen machinery, on con- 
tract, and continued it for three years, at the expiration 
of which lime he was burned out. April 23, 1839, he 
married Elizabeth M. Barber, of Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, who died at that place, January 29, 1840. Septem- 
ber 28, 1844, he married Olive Lavira Bacon, daughter 
of Elisha and Martha W. Bacon, of Barre, Massa- 
chusetts. He continued the manufacture of machin- 
ery until June, 1849, during which time, — viz., March 
5, 1849, — the Marquette Iron Com|)any was organ- 
ized to operate on the shore of Lake Superior. The 
company consisted of Waterman A. Fisher, Edward 
Clark, and Mr. Harlow, of Worcester, Massachusetts; 
and Robert J. Gravenest, of Mackinaw, Michigan. June 
II, 1849, Mr. Harlow left W^orcester with his family, 
consisting of his wife; her mother, Martha W. Bacon; 
and one daughter, Ellen J. Harlow. They arrived at 
Sault Ste. Marie, July 2, and from there Mr. Harlow 
proceeded up the lake, leaving his family at Baptist 
Mission. He arrived where the city of Marquette now 
stands, July 6, and his family followed him the next 
August. October 13, he put in operation the first steam 
saw-mill, and the night following, sawed the first shingle 
and shingled the first house in the place, by the moon- 
light. November 13, 1849, ^^c first post-office was estab- 
lished, and called Worcester. Mr. Harlow was appointed 
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Postmaster. 'I he mail arrivetl nioiithly, during the win- 
ter, beinj^ canio-l Iiy packers an'l deposited in a tree at 
Lake Michi^aninu-, at the jiinttiDii «»!' the NlDnomonrc 
and Carp Kiver trails t«> I/An>o. No\c'nil)cr 2S, 1X40, 
lie di>j»at(hed a Markitinw >ailin«(-l)«>ai to Saiilt St<\ 
Marie, to get a few nrtc^-ary aitirles. The In sit was 
wrecked near While Fi^li Point, and all on l»fiaril jier- 
i^hed. 'I'lnee of the five "bodie^ were fi4j.ind,- two <in 
llie boat, and one, the ne\t si>ring, (mi the lurach. ( >n 
account nf that disaster, the inhabitant-* were very nuu h 
excited ihrtuij'h the winter, fnlv 6, lS::o, on the anni- 
versa ry of \\U arrival. Mr. Harlow made the tir-»t inm 
bloom in Manjiictte: and, a]»'>ut tlie same time, laid mil 
what is ncjw the city of Maifiuftto ; which. li"V\e\er, was 
reci^nlcd later by the ("K-veland lion Minin}^ ( «<m|<aiiv, 
and is known as the tlc\eland I'lal. In Sopuinl-cr, 
1S50, the name of Woice^Jer wa-. abandnned on account 
of the passage of a bill in the State l.egi.-lntnie namiii:^ 
the township Marrpn'tle. Nii\end)er 5. 1S50, the town- 
ship was organi/c<l in Mr. Haili>\\'> hmise, he beini; 
chosen Sui»erviMir, Uij^hway l iimnii-^>inncr. and Jnstire 
of the Peace. In Auj^ust, 1JS52, he j«nrLh:i-»ed of the 
Ciovcrnment what is known a** the New \'oik Iron Mine, 
silnated at Ishpeminj^. and is>iill its -ole o\\ ner. In tlie 
spring of 1853, the Manpu'ile and (levcland Iii-n (dm- 
j>anies were consolidated. Mr. llarl<»w tlien ei,;^aj^^d in 
hnnbering, an<i >«iiue then hi» [^rini i|)al «)Ciaipa:ion ha-, 
been the improvement of hi-; pri-ptrty in the i ity i-f 
Mnnpiettc, and a lari^e farm near by. He ha^ been < on- 
necteil willi all puldic entLrjiriscs «>f tlie city. lie is a 
member of the Republican parly, and lia^ Ik Id fheotiiii-H 
of (.'ountv Clerk, Ahlerman, etc. His lamilv aie mem- 
bers of the Prc'.bylerian (hurch, anil were l"i»reniii>t in 
the organization «jf that >f)ciety, in 1S57 ; since which 
time Mr. Harlow has been an «itllcer an<l the acknowl- 
edged supi»ort of the church. 



^[.|OAR, nOX. RICHARD M.. of Hounhlon, Mich- 
el I 'K^"f ^^'^'^ hoTW in St. Au'^tcll, <'*i»rnwall, Kn^land. 

<^- March 28, iSm. He received few e<hu.ui<>nal ' 

4 , 

■•:. ailvantages, being taught ti» re.ul, but n'»t to 

write. When nine vcars of a^e, he bec.ime errand bnv 
in a grocery. His great and»itii.»n was to fit himself for 
a clerk^hi}!. He sludiou>ly c«'pie«l the entiie-i made by ' 
the clerks in the store, and, by constant per>everance, 
became, in lime, an excellent ]K*nnian. He also ini- 
j)rin"ctl his spare moments by -Ntudxing arithmetic anil 
other subjects, ami nuidc rajdil progress. After six 
years, he was emjdoyed by another merchant, in ihe ; 
same town, to take full charge of his store. Ileie he 
remained three years, at the end of which time — 1850- - 
he l>ought oul a grtjcery on credit, and began business 



ft)r himself. Heing energetic and thoroughly under- 
standing his w«>rk, he was siicce^-sful from the start; 
and, f«^r fi»ur years, conducted the largest retail trade in 
the jilace. In the fall of 1854, thnaigh unforeseen cir- 
cum-^tances, lur met wiih rever-.e<, and was fiUeed to 
resign his property to his creiiitor-*. He tlien deter- 
mineil to seek his fortune in America, and went to 
Cana-la. He settled in 'I'on)nt(», where he obtained a 
position as clerk and salesman in a dry -goods .store. 
This business lie soon learnetl ; anrl, in the cmirse of 
three years, received the highest salary paid t«) any of 
the twenty clerks emploved in the hou»e. Ha\in;: been 
brciught up in the great mining ilistrict of Cornwall, 
Mr. Hoar was nalurally intercNted in llie reiMirts of the 
Lake Supeiior count r). and \isited it in the summer <»f 
1S57. After examining various points, he became so 
fa\ orably inipre-^sed with the business j»rospects, that 
he <leteinunid to nuke it his hi»nie. Acconlingly, in 
Aj)iil. i85«), he Icl't T<;ronio f«ir Houghton. He was 
con.-iderabiv delaved bv ice in the lake, and was twenty- 
one day-* in niakini^ ihe lrij» fr«>m Toronto t«) Portage 
laiiry. At this place, he procure«l a skill" and rowe«l to 
Houglilon, a distance o{ lourteen miles, acct.imj)anied by 
hi-N will'. At lIoii;;lii'jn, lie w.as joined by his brother, 
loli'.i 1 1 oar. wl.ii had been there snme time, engageil in 
mining. I hey immediate'.) formed a j»artiier-^lii]», and 
I'pened a st>»re b>r ihe sale of general merchandise. 
riie\ were \ery sune^^fid; .md. in tlu: course of time, 
opened brancli -Ntoies at \arions mints in the P«)ilage 
d.i-iiict. 1 lii'y are ihe oldest cstaMi^'hed firm in the 
I "pper i'enill^l•Ja, north of Mar([uelle. 'I'hey have a 
lari^e biancli -.It ire at Red Jacket, antl do a protitable 
bu-iiie-^1. They aie the largest slockholdeis in the 
Mineial Ranj;e Railmad <\>mji.iny, and in the Hough- 
ton ».opper R'-lling-niilU ; also the largest owners of the 
Atlantic Copper-iniue. lliey oiganizeil a transportation 
line tt» l/Ah.-e, from Houghton, to conned with the 
Marquette and Ontonagon Railroail, running a boat in 
summer, and a stage and team in winter. During the 
winter of l8()«')-67, they emplnyed one liundred and fifty 
teams, and handled over four thousainl tons tif copper 
alone. Mr. Hoar has hehl every elec!i\e ollice in the 
loimty of Houghton, except that tif Supervisor, from 
rnwns!ii[> « lerk to Repre-entaiive in ihe Legislature. 
He held the latter <.>rri«.e during; the jears 187^-74. He 
was Prcsidi-nt <if the vilhiLie lt»ur \iars. l"t>r se\eral 
years, he was (.hief l!nj;ineer of the I'iie Heparlnient, 
and is the oldest active member of a lire conipanv in 
Hnughton. He has l>uig been a Hired or <if the Schi»ul 
lIo.ir«l, and take-, a deep intere-it in e'luealional maiteis. 
He is \ ice- President of the Mineral Range Railroad 
Comjiany; one of the I)irecl«>rs itf the Houghton Coj")- 
per Rolling-mill; ainl treasurer ami managing owner of 
the steamer '• Ivaidioe,'' plying between lioughttui and 
L'Aiise, which line he estabH«.hed. In pcjiitics, he is a 



Republican, though not a partisan ; and, in several elec- 
tions, has had the support of both parlies. He was 
elected as Representative on the Republican ticket by six 
hundred majority, against a Democratic majority of five 
hundred in the county. He was married in England, 
August 31, 1851 ; and his wife died in 1855. Three 
years after, he married Miss Elizabeth Walpolc Bailey, 
of Toronto, Canada. They have had six children. Mr. 
Hoar has always taken a leading part in enterprises 
calculated to develop the interests of the Upper Penin- 
sula, and is well known throughout that section. His 
success may be attributed to his early business training, 
his energy, and his executive ability. During his eigh- 
teen years' residence in Houghton, he has accumulated 
a considerable fortune. He has a genial disposition 
and a generous nature, and is one of the most popular 
men in Houghton County. 
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|||i;iLLER, JOHN N., Merchant and United States 
IIt Commissioner, of Escanaba, Michigan, was born 
December 23, 1837, in Pike, Alleghany County, 
New York. His parents were Jacob I. and 
Mary Ililler. Mr. Hiller attended the common schools 
until he was eighteen, and then entered the (.lenesec 
Conference Seminary, a Methodist institution, \\hcre he 
remained two years. After leaving school, he spent 
two years teaching during the winter, and working at 
the carpenter's trade in the summer; and then removed 
to Chicago, where he worked in a printing-ofTice nearly 
a year. In March, 1861, he went to Michigan; and, 
until 1864, was engaged as foreman of N. Ludington & 
Co.'s lumber mills, on the Escanaba River. Mr. Hiller 
was one of the organizers of Delta County, and the vil- 
lage of Escanaba, which is the county-seat. In 1864 he 
was elected County Treasurer, and removed to Escanaba 
to take charge of his ofTice. He held that position until 
1868, and was Justice of the Peace from 1862 until 
1870. In 1866 he was appointed United States Commis- 
sioner, which office he has held since that time. In 
the fall of 1868, he first engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness with a partner, whom he bought out the following 
spring. Since then he has continued in that line, and 
is, besides, agent of the American Express Company. 
He is a member of the Democratic party, to which he 
has given his support about eight years, having previ- 
ously been a conservative. Since public schools were 
established, in 1865, at Escanaba, Mr. Hiller has been 
one of the School Board. He is a member of the 
Masonic Fraternity, which he joined about 18C6. July 
31, 1861, he married, in Green Bay, Wisconsin, Miss 
Julia Langley, a native of Bangor, Maine. They have 
four children — one daughter and three sons. 




UBBELL, HON. JAY A., of Houghton, was 
\_ born in Avon, Michigan, September 15, 1829. 
His father, Samuel Hubbell, was a native of 
the State of New York, and went to Oakland 
County, Michigan, about 1820, being one of the earliest 
settlers in that section. He lived on a farm until his 
death, which occurred in 1870. Jay A. Hubbell at- 
tended the common schools and worked on a farm until 
he was eighteen years of age. After two years of pre- 
paratory study at Romeo and Rochester, Michigan, at 
times interrupted by a painful disease of the eyes, he 
entered the Sophomore Class of .the University of Michi- 
gan, at Ann Arbor, and graduated in 1853. He then 
read law for two years at Pontiac and Detroit; and, in 
1855, was admitted to practice by the Supreme Court, 
at Adrian. Immediately afterwards, he went to Ontona- 
gon, Michigan, and formed a law partnership with Hon. 
A. H. Hanscom, which continued for a year. He sub- 
sequently became associated with George C. Jones. He 
continued in active practice, taking a prominent part in 
all the public affairs of the county, and forming an 
extensive accjuaintance with the citizens and business 
interests, until i860, when he removed to Houghton 
County, in which the mines were just beginning to be 
developed. About the year 1863, he formed a partner- 
ship with the late Hon. Clarence E. Eddy, who was 
afterwards Judge of the Circuit Court for the Upper 
Peninsula. He was subsequently in partnership with 
Hon. James O'Grady, who also became Judge of the 
same circuit ; and, later, with Thomas L. Chadbourne. 
I In 1858 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Ontona- 
gon County and District Attorney of the Upper Penin- 
sula. He was again made District Attorney of the 
Upper Peninsula in 1S70, and Prosecuting Attorney of 
Houghton County for three successive terms. He took 
an active part in politics; and, during the Presidential 
campaign of 1868, made political speeches in several 
counties. In the same year, he was sent to Washington, 
by tl.e people of the copper-mining district, to aid in 
securing a higher tariff upon copper, in which he was 
successful. Upon the formation of the Ninth District, 
comprising the upper counties and nineteen of those in 
the Lower Peninsula, he was nominated at Ludington, 
in 1872. In the exciting campaign of that year, he 
addressed political meetings in nearly every county in 
the district ; and was elected over S. P. Ely, of Mar- 
quette, the Democratic candidate, by a majority of six 
thousand four hundred and five votes. He was re- 
elected in 1874, and again in 1876, serving in the forty- 
third, forty-fourth, and forty-fifth sessions of Congress. 
In the Presidential canvass of 1876, he took a very 
prominent part, and made speeches (|uiie generally 
throughout the district. In the Forty-third Congress, 
he served on the committees on Mines and Mining, 
Banking and Commerce, and the s[>ecial committee to 
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inquire Into the afrair> of the Di-^frict of rolumbia. In 
the Korly-foiirth Toiij^rc^'i, Ik* was appointod a membLT 
of the Committee on Ijankiiij^ aiul CumnnTCc, by a 
Democratic Speaker. Mr. lliiblicll lia*^ j^ivcn consider- 
able attention and >tii<ly tn qiic^ti<ins uf finance and 
tariff, and lia«i «»])okcn ujion both Md>jucls in (..'onj^rc^s, 
analyzing the Morrison laiilT l»ill in a >pci'Lh at the lirst 
session of the I'orly-fonrlli Congress. In the year 1S75, 
lie was a[>pointcd, by (iovernor r»a;;lcy. a member of the 
State l>oard of CenltMuiial Cnmmi^•^ionelN, and prociiicd 
the mineral culleetinn of the State, of which he luid 
charge at the Centennial E\hibiiit)n, 'riirmitjh a profit- 
able le^al practice, nn<l a juilicioii'» investment of inomy 
in many of the leadinj^ and mo-.l prii>poroiis enter]>ri^es 
of his section, he has acquired >o consiiloral)le a ]MOp- 
erty as to make a further ;ipj>licali<in ti.i his ])rofe>»^ional 
duiie-^ unnecessary. Hi-* oueij^y, in«lu>try, and extensive 
acquaintance render him a m<t»t nseful Kepre-entative 
of a di>lricl compONcd of all the ct>pjK:r and iion mines, 
and a large p^nlion t)f the lund)er interests of the State. 



'^("i; a ON I TIT, HON'. TOSKPH OPDYKK. A. B., 
^|ii A. M., and C. K., of T.i^' Ka] id«;, Michigan, 
'v^v'5 was born in \Ve4 Spaiin, I .i\ irij;-.i"n County, 
^i New York, June 30. 1^24. Hi- p.i rents were 
Josejdi ami Su<ian ((>p«lyke) Ihiduutt. His mi.lher wa> 
a member of the <'>pdyke family of Am^^tiidam, who.se 
descemlants have beciime jironiinenl in l!a^tein p')lilic<. 
IIi:> father's ance:^tor> were Kn«;lish, an-i m-: tied in New 
York at an earlv dav. Mr. lludnull attended si hncd in 
winter, and worked on lii«, fatlH.r'i f.irm in summer, 
until iS.j5. At thil lime he entered l>arlni'>uth Culli^'e, 
havinj^ recei\td hi^ jirtp.ii.iliMn in ( lene-ee Academy. 
He there attained j^ieai pn^tiLii-iu y in mathematics, 
under Professor Horatio N. KMl)lns«»n. ha\inj; reail what 
was then the hi;;hest \\<»rk «>n the s-.ilijic:,- -Mjcinit/uc 
Ct'A:s/t% by La I'hue. He very early acquired a love for 
natural sciences, jiarticularly L;oi)lMgy; and, .lurini; the 
college vacations, was the leader of exjiloring ]»arties. 
With a party of six. carrying tent^ and knap-acks, he 
crossed the (Ireen .Mountains to MdUlreal and (^)uebec. 
At another time, they walked to iht- ^\■hile Mountains, 
struck the head-waters of the Andro^eoi^gin, in Maine, 
and went down that stream, in canoes, to its mouth. 
Again, they went down the C«'nneeticut Kiver U.> Hart- 
ford, thence to New York, and back to cnllcge by rail. 
These excursions were made for the d.iublc purpose of 
procuring exercise and ob-erving tlie 'lilTerent formations 
and strata of rock. Fn^m llu-c Mr. lludnutt ae.piired a 
taste for engineering. He graduated in iS.y). ami imnn> 
diatelv en-'ayed as civil engineer on the State (..'anals 
of New York, where he remained during the years 1S49, 



1S50, and 1S51. The I)em«)cratic party came into power 
in liSfl, and. although Mr. Huilnell received tlie offer 
of a ]>o>iiion on the canal, he ileclined, and commeitced 
loi.aling the New York anti Frie Railroad thiough 
<.'hautauqua County. He remained alM>ut six months, 
when that di\isi.in wa-; conqdeted, ami he accepted a 
position in cliaige r>f surveys for the Memjdii-* branch 
of the I.oiiisNJlh' and Nashville Kailroad. From 1S53 
to 1S55, he was iijgageil as Hivision Fngineer on surveys, 
anil loiatioii of the I.ouis\i!le and Nashville, and Louis- 
ville anil Covington Railroad. As the railrt>ad business 
hiid bicotno (juite dull. Mr. lludnutt rennjved, in 1S55, 
I'l Waverly, Iowa, and located a half-scction of land 
in Mrtiner County. In the tall, with the help of one man, 
he biiiit a hou-e, anil broke one bundled and sixty acres 
of laml, which he fenced in the following winter. In 
the spring he had charge of the surveys on the L>wa 
("iiitial Railroad, and ran one of the tirst lines across 
Iowa to the Missouri River. In the fall of 1S57, he 
re: ui lied Fa^t, with his family, on a \isil, and was 
induie-! to accept the j^osiiion of teacher of mathematics 
in tlie Cicnesee Academy. In 1858 he was offerecl the 
po-»iii)n of Frofessor of Natural Sciences, in the C hicago 
lii:;h Si hool. which he accej)led, and held until the 
>|'ring of iSu). He then leturncti to It)w.i. where he 
left his family while he engaged on the Hannibal and 
Si. Joseph Raiboatl branch, from Cameron to Kansas 
i.'ity. In iSi'ii work was stopjicd on the road on account 
of the poIi:i»al feeling. Hnring the time that Mr. 
lludnutt was there engaged, he was nominated on the 
R«q>i;biican ticket a>. a member of the Iowa Legislature; 
and, nlth'ir.gh he did no canvas«.ing, and the county had 
alw.us bel-'ie bi:i-n Democratic, he received three-fourths 
of the voti««, cast. He servcil in the Legislature during 
the n-gnlar sc.>-ir»n, and during an extra st*ssi(m which 
was calhi.l in Ma\. on account uf the war. While there, 
hi', was chieily instrumental in passing a bill to lav a 
diiecl levenue lax. which left the Slate, two vears after the 
war, eniirelv free fi om tl(d>t. In 1S02 he resiiznetl his 
position in the Legislature ainl entered the army as Major 
of the i-Slli Regiment of Iowa N'oluntcers. During the 
war he wa-. ]>nmioted to Lieutenant-Colonel. Colonel, 
and Iliigadicr-Cener.d. (.)wing to his knowledge of 
engineering, he was. mo>.t of the time, on detached 
siaviec, — npairing bridges, railroads, etc. He was untler 
Cene.al Ilerron in the army uf the frontier, which 
o|.ieratcd with General lllunt, in Southern Missouri, 
against Frice and the guerrillas. That dividon of seven 
ihousan-l men defeated Trice's army of twenty thousand, 
at Frairie (.;ro\c, and m.i'le an expedition with cavalry, 
to Van F.uren, Arkaii'-^as. des|ro\ing seven Confederate 
sieamboals, ami army st-M.-s. They w, re tlien ordere«l 
to ioinCcner.al (.;rant at Vicksbuig; and, during the siigt 
at lh:il place, were calUd the Second Dlvi^i-.n nt" the Thir- 
teenth Army Corps. Colonel Hmlnutl had cliar-'e of the 
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picket lines in the front of the corps, both day and 
night. After the surrender, they were sent to New 
Orleans, to join General Banks* command, and, from there, 
accompanied the expediiion that went to Brownsville, 
Texas. After reaching this place, General Herron's com- 
mand was again detached, and made the army of the 
frontier, nine or ten thousand strong. During his stay 
in Texas, Colonel Hudnutt built a bridge across Baca 
Chica Pass, from Brazos Island to the mainland, and a mili- 
tary railroad from Brazos Harbor to Brownsville. He was 
then ordered to report to General Canby, at New Orleans, 
for repairing and building railroads, among which were 
the New Orleans and Opelousas road, which he repaired 
and managed for a time. He was afterwards detailed 
to examine officers for the Engineer Corps. From New 
Orleans, he was ordered, with General Granger, to the 
capture of Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines, at the entrance 
of Mobile Bay. This being about the close of the war. 
General Hudnutt was soon mustered out of service. On 
his way home to Iowa, he stopped at Chicago, and was 
there elected Professor of Civil Engineering and Natural 
Sciences in the Chicago University. Wliile there, he 
carried out his idea of a practical education, planning 
expeditions for the students in the short vacations; once 
they took a trip across the country to Lake Superior; 
and, another time, from St. Paul to Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri, in a small skiff, landing along the river 
where the bluffs were exposed, to observe the strata. 
During the long vacations, he took his class and worked 
at different railroad surveys. In the vacation of 1866, 
they made surveys for a canal from Lake Michigan to 
the Mississippi River at Rock Island. In 1S67 they 
made surveys and estimates for deepening the Lake 
Michigan and Illinois Canal. They also located a por- 
tion of the Iowa division of the Chicago and Rock 
Island Railroad; and, in the fall, located and made the 
surveys for the Union Pacific Railroad bridge across the 
Missouri River, at Omaha, Nebraska. In February, 
1868, Mr. Hudnutt tendered his resignation as Professor 
in the Chicago University, and accepted the place of 
Division Engineer of the Union Pacific Railroad. He 
located a large part of the mountain divisions, from the 
second crossing of the North Platte, to the Humboldt 
wells. After the complelion of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, Mr. Hudnutt took charge of the preliminary sur- 
veys Irom the northern end of Salt Lake, through Utah, 
Idaho, and Oregon, to the Columbia River, at the 
mouth of the Umatilla River; and thence, down the 
Columbia to Portland, Oregon. Returning from the 
West, in the summer of 1869, he engaged as locating 
engineer on the St. Paul and Chicago Railroad, with 
head-quarters at Minneapolis. He was also engaged 
on the Northern Pacific Railroad to take charge of the 
preliminary surveys, but had been connected with them 
only about two months, when he was appointed Chief 



Engineer of the Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad. 
He located that road from Big Rapids to Little Traverse 
Bay and Mackinaw, cutting a road for supply-wagons 
through the dense wilderness. In December, 1872, he 
engaged as Chief Engineer of the Southern Railway 
Security Company. He built a new railroad from 
Charlotte, North Carolina, to Atlanta, Georgia. The com- 
panyLorght and consolidated the Richmond and Danville, 
and the Danville and Piedmont Railroad, and leased 
the North Carolina Railroad, thus making a continuous 
line from Richmond, Virginia, to Atlanta, Georgia. In 
1873 ^c resigned and came North, where he built the 
Chicago and Illinois River Railroad, from Chicago to 
the Wilmington coal-fields. In the spring of 1875, he 
returned to Big Rapids, and, having bought an interest 
in the Tioga Manufacturing Company, engaged in the 
lumber business. In the fall of 1S76, he formed a part- 
nership with M. P. Gale, in the lumber trade, in which 
they have since been engaged. Mr. Hudnutt is Presi- 
dent of the Gas and Coal Company, and also of the Big 
Rapids Boom Company. He joined the Masonic Fra- 
ternity in 1862. In 1865, on his return from the army, 
he touched at Havana, Cuba; and, while on the Rio 
Grande, traveled in Mexico. He was brought up in the 
strict Calvinistic faith, but has grown more liberal, and 
has great respect for all religious beliefs. He is a sound 
Republican, having joined the party at its organization. 
He married Miss Maria Webster, at Lima, New York, 
October 23, 185 1, and has had two sons; the oldest, 
Edward Webster Hudnutt, was born December 15, 1852. 
He graduated from Rochester University in the class 
of 1876; was with his father on the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, and on the route to Oregon; and is now engaged 
in a planing-mill and the lumber business in Big Rapids. 
The youngest son, Byron Murray Hudnutt, was born 
March 21, 1858; aud died of scarlet fever, June 21, i860. 
Mrs. Hudnutt is a literary lady, and belongs to the old 
Webster family of New England. 
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^v ITCIIEN, JOHN B., Superintendent of the Jack- 
Vj, son Furnaces, situated at Fayette, Delta County, 
'^■^i^ Michigan, was born in the County of Kent, 
Canada, September ii, 1844. His parents, John and 
Nancy Kitchen, had a family of eight children, — five 
sons and three daughters. The subject of this sketch 
is the sixth child and third son. He received a com- 
mon-school education; and, at the age of seventeen, 
engaged as clerk at London, Canada, where he remained 
a year with one firm, and two years with another. In 
1864 he removed to Chatham, Canada, and occupied a 
|)Osition in a dry-goods store two years. During that 
time, he attended the Commercial College in London, 
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and the Military School at Toronto, receiving from the 
latter institution a second-class certiricnle, and piiyinjj 
his own tuition and expenses. Dminj; the yrar of 
lS66, lie A\as a rlcrk in a Dctri»it dry-yoofls houso; and, 
April, i8<»7, olitainud the position of book-keeper for 
tlie Jackson Furnaces, then in proce'^s of construcii.»n. 
IJe removed to Fayette, and took eharj^e of the ofilce 
and paying uf the men for about six years. lie \va> thin 
appointed suj»erintendcnt, which position he still occu- 
pies. He is a Micmlicr of the Masonic Fraternity, which 
he joinevl in 1S75. ^^^ '"^ ^ Kepublitan, and has Inul 
the ofllcL\> of Township Treasurer, Chrk, member uf 
the School Board seven years, and others of miii'»r I 
imj^orlance. In C>clober, 1S7J, he was elecied a Siijxr- 
visor of Delta County, to fdl a vacancy, ami ha-, been 
electi.d every jear since. June I, lS6'..), he mairie«l. in , 
Chatham, Canada, Miss Allison CJliMiiliniiing; she i^ a 
daughter of M.ijor (jlcndinniii;^, who .served at tlio 
battle of Waterloo. They have one daughter, Cl:ii:i 
King Kitchen, born April S, 1S72. 



Church, which he joine<l abi»ui 1S70. He married, in 
('•rand Kapitls, April S, isoj;. Miss 01i\ia .^. Cobb. 
They ha\e had one daugliter. uho is now twelve years 
old. Mr. Latimer is a man who enjoys the confidence 
of the Community. He is social, but, at the same time, 
a man of few words. His counsel is much sought by 
his friends. 
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'^ 'ATIMFK, HON. W. IKVINd. of IJig Kaj-idN 
j! Trea'.urer i»f Meco'.ta ("ounly, \n as born in l)ul<li- 
^'- ess Countv, New "\'ork, AiiLJii-t s, lSv». Hi- 
jiarent-N, Isajic and Am:inil.\ Latimer, h;i<l a f.imily nf 
nine ehildren, of which he is tlur vonni/est. He reeiixed 
hi-* early education at llie di>lric't .>ch-»<'l. .xn*] -ul'^e- 
cjuenlly attended the N«irmal >iho<il at l*'nij;likeep-i<\ 
New \'i»rk. Wiicn eighleen \«.ars of ag*-, he b(<^;ui ei\il 
engineerinLj. — woiking on the nntario ami Aul>urn Rail 
inad, antl nii the l-iie ("anal. When t\\enty-tw«> yeal•^ 
old. he entered the emi-lnvment nf the Newavt-i^ l.nnd>ei 
ConiiJanv, and reniaini d wiiji iheni aliont ^^iv Near^:! 
being at fir-.l li'cateil at ("hivag'^ and al'lirwardN at 
Newaygo, Mithigati. He ihi-n um«»\ed t" New York 
.State. In lS(»6 lie returned to Miehig.in, and .^eltied 
in Iiig Unpids, wliete he was engaged in meiiautil** 
bu.^inev. three ye. lis; and, for four ye:ii>, as mail-r"UtL- ■ 
agent on tlnr (irand KapicK and Indiana Railroad. In | 
1S72 he wa^ elt.cted Trea- un.-r «»f Mecosta ('i>i;nty, ami 
ha** since held the oitico, — having been twice I'e-eleeted. 
He joined the .Masniiic Fraternity abi>ul iSo-j, .itnl is .1 
member of the Lodge, Chapter, Countii, and Com-' 
mander\. He is Past Commander, ra-.t Mattel, I'a-t 1 
Ili^h I'riest, and Present (lran<l Mailer of the Cmnii il. 1 
He is also a member of tin.' Kni'-hts cjf rvihia-». He 
has always been a Repid)lican, taking an active part in 
politics; and has heM >everal i»tr»ces of trust. Ho wa- 
Postmaster of Ne\iagi» during his re>ideme thcie; and, 
since hi> removal to P.ig Ra])ids, has held the <irilces of 
United States Dejjuty Revenue Collector. City Treas- 
urer, and Mayor. He is a member of the Epi^^copnl 



ACnONALD, JAMES IIl'C.H, of Escanaba. 
Trosident of the Cambiia Mining Company, 

' was born in Inverness Shire, Seolland, May 
15, lS:;2. His j)arcnts/ Hr.gh mid Catherine 
iMe('lcllan) Macdimahl, had a family nf seven chiiilren, 
six sons and one daughter, (hie n\ the sons die<l in 
infancy. The others are John, whn is .1 carpenter; 
Ron.ilil. a farnur: I'hilip, a blailv-mith: the *»ubjeet of 
this^krtJi: and the MumLM-^t. nameil Alexamler. When 
James H. M.it.'l'inalil wa^ abi>r,t two \ears old, the familv 
leniuveil to Cape I»n it»n, in Ihitish Nmih America. 
There he atien-led the cmmon scliools: and, at the 
age of sixteen, went, with a second cousin, John Mac- 
■ h.-nald, to I'icton. Nova Sc 'tia. In 1S4S, with the same 
C'lmpaninn, he end)arke'.l on a vessel as steward, and 
went t<^ riiil.ulelphia. He engaged a.s a clerk in a store 
situated at a coal mine (ailed Muddy Rranch; and, 
abnut sevenlcen nioiiths af'.erwar<ls, went to wnrk in 
the mine. Huiing the lime, he made a pro|>«j.siiioii lo 
the owner l<> rr.n the mine on coniraet : and, the super- 

• 

inleni'.ent h< aring of ii. he was ili-tharj^ed. In the 
-pring «>r 1S40 he biL;an wi^iking by the il.iy, at Tama- 
"psa, reni'.-\ K ania, nn raibi-ail eou'^trueiion ; but arouse«l 
the en\y ol" the men by tloiiiy belter woik than thev, 
and wasdiiM-n to gi\e up his place. Snon afterwards 
he eng.".ge<l in mining at Ri-inhart''* Run. I'ennsvlvania, 
and 1 em. lined thirre until the sjiring of iS;o. He then 
suj'erintended tin- Iraek-laying on the Rieaver Meadnw 
l\ailr«.»al; and. after its ei-mplelii-n, t'tnk cliarue of a 
sretion. In 1.S51 he went to Hauphin, and became 
mad-master, and general oversei-r of ci^nst ruction, hav- 
ing; charge of all the maii.ri.d. antl its deli\ei\- to track 
ia\er.> <m the extension. He hiM that pt>siii,jii until 
tlie latter ]>art of 1.^52. at which lime he xisited Cin- 
( innali, Fhilailelphia, and I'ledeiicksburg, N'irginia, 
looking fi»r work. In iSq;^ he w«irkeil on llie Ohio 
Central Railroad, as fireman for Rradley, Whelemore 
..v C*>., and altcrwarils had eharge of their entire business. 
In the spring of 1S34 the com[)any failed, and he took 
hijrse-, a> pav for his service^. He rode to Chi«ac!o on 
hur-eback, and, in the fall, l.'eg.m wink on ihe Milwaukee 
and l.a (.'lo-sc Railroatl, where he lemaincd until iS^o. 
He then engaged with Selah Chand)erlain, and worked 
on the construction of the Creat Western Railroad, in 
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Cuba; but, in July, i860, on account of the poor 
health of his family, he was obliged to leave that 
country. lie accordingly returned to Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin, and was again employed by the Milwaukee 
and La Crosse Railroad Company, being stationed at 
Greenfield. In 1861 he left their employment, and, in 
the fall of 1862, removed to Escanaba, Michigan, en- 
gaging as foreman, during the construction of the 
Peninsula division of the Chicago and North-western 
Railroad; and, afterwards, building several of its; 

I 

branches. About 1S6S he built the first division of the 
Chicago and Michigan Lake Shore Railroad; and, in 
1869, returned to Escanaba, on the Chicago and North- 
western Railroad. In 1873 he built the Mineral Range 
Railroad, from Hancock to Calumet; and, after its 
completion, superintended it two years. He then re- 
turned to Escanaba; and, in company with R. P. Her- 
man, leased the Teal Lake Mining Company, and 
organized a stock company, called the Cambria Mining 
Company, with Mr. Macdonald as President and Treas- 
urer. In March, 1876, he was appointed Road-master 
of the Peninsula division of the Chicago and North- 
western Railroad, which position he still holds. He 
is also a speculator in mineral lands. He is a member 
of the Masonic Fraternity, which he joined in 1865. 
He is a Republican, and has held the oftlcc of Justice 
of the Peace, in Wisconsin, and the same office two 
years in Escanaba. He is an attendant and trustee of the 
Presbyterian Church of Escanaba. February 28, 1854, 
he married, in Watertown, Wisconsin, Miss Eli/a S. 
Holt, daughter of John Holt, a resident of Heemcr- 
town. Wisconsin, and formerly of Maine. They have 
three children, — two sons and one daughter. 



inhabitants. He was the first lawyer in Marquette 
County, and has remained there since. He has always 
been a Democrat, but has never been an aspirant for 
political fame. He has, however, held several offices 
in the county ; and was District Attorney for the Upper 
Peninsula, under the old law. In 1872 he received the 
nomination for Attorney-General of the State from the 
LiberaV Republicans, which he declined ; and, in fact, 
has not permitted his name to be used upon a political 
ticket in twelve years. He is a member of the Masonic 
Fraternity, and was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan, in 1876 and 1877. He is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church of Marquette. October 13, 1856, 
he was married, at Cleveland, to Miss Mary E. Foote, 
second daughter of Hon. John A. Foote, niece of Ad- 
miral Foote, and grand-daughter of Governor Foote, of 
Connecticut. They have three children, — two sons and 
one daughter. Mr. Maynard has always been very 
active in educational matters, and for eighteen years 
has been a member of the Marquette School Ik>ard. 
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j!||rAYNARD, MATTHEW HENRY, Attomey-at- 
^iTr- ^*^'» Marquette, was born at Brownsville, In- 
^S!^^;/i diana, April lo, 1832. His parents were Ulric 
^ and Olive (Branch) Maynard. His father was! 
a Congregational minister, and a missionary in Indiana. 
His mother was the daughter of Colonel 1). Branch, of 
Castleton, Vermont. Mr. Maynard lived at his mother's 
native jdace after he was eight years old, and there 
received his education. He prepared for college at Cas- 
tleton Seminary, and graduated at Middlebury College, 
in 1852, being awarded all the highest honors at com- 
mencement. He j)referred mercantile pursuits, but de- 
termined to overcome his tastes, and pursue the study 
of law. In 1852-53 he taught school in Sackctt*s Har- 
bor, New York; and, in 1S53, entered the law office of 
Andrews, Foot & Hoyt. He was admitted to the bar 
in the spring of 1855, in the Supreme Court of Ohio; 
and removed, directly afterwards, to Marquette, Michi- 
gan, which was then a town of about one hundred 



ITCH ELL, HON. GEORGE A., of Cadillac, 
<J'TI' ^li^"h>K^"» was born January 8, 1824, in Mont- 
v^« / ' goniery County, New York. His parents, Charles 
'"•^^ and Lydia (Brown) Mitchell, were of Scotch 
descent. His father was a farmer. Mr. Mitchell is the 
youngest of twelve children. One brother, William 
Mitchell, was elected to (.'ongress from Indiana in i860. 
Another, Thimias B. Mitchell, was a prominent lawyer 
and politician of Canajoharie, New York; he died in 
1S76. Mr. Mitchell left home in 1843, and lived with 
a merchant at Speaker's Basin. He was afterwards, 
until 1850, engaged as clerk in Canajohaire. He spent 
two years on a farm; and then, in ])artnership with 
Austin Strong, he built a tannery at Black Lake, 
Sullivan County, New York. He continued in that 
business until 1861, when he sold out, and went to 
Kendalville, Noble County, Indiana. In August of 
the same year, he was appointed Army Paymaster. He 
was as.^igncd to duty in charge of the payment of 
troops on the Arkansas and Mississippi rivers, with 
head-quarters at St. Louis, from June, 1862, until the 
close of the war. In June, 1867, he was mustered out 
of service. Mr. Mitchell engaged in the railroad busi- 
ness and banking until 187 1, when he purchased pine- 
lands at Clam Lake, and commenced laying out the 
village of Cadillac. Since then, he has carried on a 
real estate and lumber business, which has become ex- 
tensive and profitable. He is also a stockholder in the 
Continental Improvement Company, and the Grand 
Rapids and Indiana Railroad. He has been one of the 
Directors of the latter. Mr. Mitchell is a member of 
the Republican party ; and, in the spring of 1877, was 
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chosen the first Mavor of the new citv of (ail iliac. 
He is connccti-d viih all the enterprises of the place, = 
and takes a deep intcrot in the welfare of the city 
which he has founded. He married, March 17, 1S47, 
at Speaker's Basin, New York, Marietta L. \Vilkins. 
They have four children. 




CORK, FRANCIS MARION, Mayor of Mar- 
quette, was born July 6, 1S3S, in Auburn, Oak- 
^ " land County, Michigan. His parents, (leorj;*' 
W. and Mary (Kmory) Moore, eniij;iat<'«l from 
Ontario County, New York, in 1S37. lie altondcd the 
common schools, and the Uninn School at Yj'silanti. 
^Vhcn quite younj;, he reniovcil witli his parents to 
Wavnc County, where lii:> Aithcr still conducts his farm. 
In 1.S5S he left sch«»ol and learned the carjicntcr'^ lra«lc. 
May 20, 1S6?, he removed to (.)iil«»naj:;oii, wh<*ie he 
worked at his trade one year. He then relurnud to 
\Vayne County. Tlie next year, he rcnioveil to Mar- 
quette, an<l carried on his trade there about three years. 
At the end of tliat time he met with an accident at 
Champion, whidi compelled him t') sick oilier employ- 
ment. He wa*^ emiilt»\ed l»v the Mining li-Nni,ii wcm\\ 

law • ' •' 

a year, and then, as 1 deputy ('lerk. en tried the oflice <'f 
County <'lerk and Ke;^n-ter ol 1 »ei(U. in uhiih cnjtacily 
lie served two \ears. In 1S72 he wa^ elected ('ountv 
C'lerk and Re'-ister of I)eed> fnr two vears, and, in 
1874, was re-elected. In 1S71 he wa-- chi)^en City 
Treasurer of Marquette, and held the ohlce six ye:ii>. 
In 1S77 he was elected Mayor of the <"ity, which ollice 
he niAV holds. He is at present en^.i^eil in Mar([uette 
in furnishing Abstracts of Titles. Mr. Moore i•^ a con- 
servative I.Jemucrat in politics. In 1S60 he became a 
member (»f the Ma-^onic I'raternitv. and has been Master 
(tf Marquette I.od^e, No. loi. for two year>. He is al^o 
ra««tHi^h Triest of Chapter No. 43, Royal An h .Ma-.ons. 
He attends the MetlK^li^t Church, <.»f \\hi< h he ha-^ been 
a trustee for the la^^t five vears, and iria^nror fonr vcar.^. 
Mr. Moore manied, October II, 1S73, in c;raM<l L(Mli;e, 
Faton County, Michigan, Miss Sarah E. Place. He is 
liberal, upright, and accommodating, while at the same 
time he is known for deci-^ion of character. He is a 
genial companion, and is universally cslecmed. 
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the first of the name that came to this country, served 
as Captain, under General Wolfe, at the battle of Quebec. 
Calvin W. Nottingliam received a rommon-sthool edu- 
cation and took an academic cour««e at Rushford, New 
York. At the age of eighteen, he began teaching a 
di-^lrict schixd ; and, at twenty-f«»ur, commenced the study 
of law. in the oliice of N. 1\ and K. I). l,o\eridge, of 
Cuba, New York. For two years he read law in summer 
and taught schi>ol in winter. In the fall of iS6<.>, he 
riMUiived to Ctdd water. -Michigan, at wliiih jdace he was 
ailmitled to the bar in iS()7. He remained there until 
the fall of iSdo, when he removed to Hig Rapids, and, 
November l, iS<h), formed a co[)artner«'hip with John 
r. Murdock. This was continued until July, lS72,when, 
by mutual consent, the firm was dissolved, and Mr. 
Nottingham continued the business alone. He is now 
among the leading lawyers of l>ig Rapids. In 1S70 he 
was elected Ju^-tice of the Peace, which office he still 
hol-U, having been twice re-elected. In 1S72 he was re- 
electeil (in uit < 'mirt (ommi^siiMier for Mecosta Countv, 
an«l re-eh) ted in 1S74. In the fall of 1S72. he received 
the appointment 'of I.'nited States Commi:>sioner for 
the ^\■l•-t^•^n l>i-^tiicl of Michigan, which office he 
still hi'liK. J^incii hi-^ r«Mnoval to P.ig Rapids, he has 
been engaged in the real estate and insurance business, 
anil aKo largely inteicNtrd in public enterprises and 
stock compaiiie>i. He is, at present, Secretary of the llig 
Rapids l)rt)om Company; a sl(Hkholder and ex-Prcsi- 
<lent of the Uig R.ipid^ Furniture Manufacturing Coni- 
|)any; and Sicietaiy an^l Tiea^urer of the Park .\s'sucia- 
ti"n. He h.is aUo been a slock ludder in the Peninsular 
ll.inlvvaie Manulacturing Comjiany, and the I>ig Rapids 
I'xchange Dank. In ])olilics, lu: is an active supporter 
of the l\ej'ul»!ii .in j^arly ; but has never accepted otVice 
'»ut~iile of hi^ J»n•fe^^i■)n. He is a Mason, and a member 
of the Chapter, (.oiincil, and Couimandery; and, at 
present, i-^ (.ieneialissinio in the Conimamlery. He joined 
the F.]'isc<i[>al (.'hurch in New York, in lS65,and is now 
senior \v;irden of Saint Andrew's Society, of P»ig 
K.a])ids, — having held that jio^ition for six years. He 
was married, C>ctober 30, 1875, to Miss Mary A. Tucker, 
daughter of Lorenzo Tucker, of Uig Rajjids. They have 
one daughter, Callie M., burn May ll, 1S75. Mr. Not- 
tingham enjoys the confidence and respect of the com- 
munilv in which he lives. 



OTTINOHAM, CALVIN WILLIAM, Attorney 
^ |. and Counselor at Law, Rig Rapids, was born in ! 
^^ ■ the town of Lindon, Cattaraugus (.'ounty. New I 



i 



York, July 10, 1S41. IIi> parents were William 




■ATTKRS(.)N, JOHN Q.. of Reed City, was born 
in Wayne, Steuben County, New York, August 
2(). 1S27. Hi^ parents were John and Fleanor 
(Silsbee) Patterson. They had a family of ten 



IL and Mary A. (Sherwood) Nottingham. Their ances- chihlren, — five sons and five daughters, of whom three 
tors were engage<l in the Revolutionary War. and War I sons an. I all the daughter^ are still living. Mr. John 
of 1S12; and one of the Nottingham family, William IL, . Patterson is the third son and seventh child. In 1S35 
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he removed, with his parents, to Living* ton County, 
where he remained on his father's farm until he was 
twenty-one years old. He then attended Lconi Semi- 
nary, for one term; and, in 1852, went to the Michigan 
Central College, at Spring Arbor. He continued his 
studies at the college for five summers, teaching school 
in winter, in order to pay his expenses. The last two 
terms he taught classes in the college. July 4, 1857, 
he married, in Dexter, Michigan, Miss Eleanor Torry, 
dauiihter of a farmer of Unadilla. He then removed 
to Ovid, Clinton County, and engaged in dealing in 
produce and stock. He continued in Ovid until 1S63, 
when he assisted in ^ai^»ing a company, and was mus- 
tered into the army as Second Lieutenant. He received 
the charge of the Provost Guards, until they reached 
Tennessee, where they joined the 27th Michigan In- 
fantry. Mr. Patterson had charge of this company in 
the famous march of the Ninth Corps over the Cumber- 
land Mountains, — a march which continued for fourteen 
consecutive days without rest. The company, with the 
regiment, fought its first battle at the Wilderness, on 
the sixth of June, 1864; and, during the battle, made 
a gallant charge, capturing five lines of breastworks. 
Mr. Patterson was engaged in the battles of Cold 
Harbor, Spottsylvania Court House, North Ann River, 
and Petersburg. He was promoted to the rank of First 
Lieutenant after the battle of Spottsylvania. During 
the engagement in front of Petersburg, Lieutenant Pat- 
terson was struck by a canister shot, on both legs, and 
A^as obliged to lie in the hospital three weeks. He then 
received leave of absence and returned home. After 
recovering, in part, he again recruited men, and reported 
to General Wormer, at Jackson. He then took a de- 
tachment to the front, and subsequently joined his 
regiment, at the left of Petersburg ; but, not being able 
to endure the long marches, was obliged to spend 
another week in the hospital. December 7, 1864, he 
was wounded by a sharp-shooter, the ball entering the 
shoulder and coming out near the backbone, in the 
vicinity of the ninth rib. He was at once taken to 
the field hospital; and, after five weeks there, and a 
short time spent at the City Point Hospital, started for 
home. On the way, he was obliged to spend twenty 
days in the hospital at Georgetown, owing to an attack 
of lung fever; and to rest two days at Pittsburg, Penn- 
sylvania. He reached home on the nth of February, 
1865, and was discharged from service on the 28th of 
April, of that year. Being thus disabled, he decided 
to commence the study and practice of law, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1868. He continued to practice 
law in the county of Clinton until the year 1873. He 
then removed to Reed City, in the county of Osceola, 
where he now resides, and has a good practice. He 
has been an earnest worker for the Republican party 
since it was first organized ; and was present at the first 



State Convention, when the name "Republican" was 
adopted by the Whig and Free-soil parties, then uniting 
in joint convention in the city of Jackson. Mr. Patter- 
son is an Odd-Fellow, but, as there is no lodge in Reed 
City, he takes no active part in the order at present. 
Although his wife is a member of the Baptist Church, 
he has contributed to churches of other denominations. 
He has been trustee in the Baptist and Congregational 
churches, and is now a member of the Building Com- 
mittee of the First Congregational Church in Reed 
City. He has five children, — two sons and three 
daughters. 



^ijjjERSONS, WELLINGTON, Newaygo, Register 
4|.|s of Deeds of Newaygo County, was born in the 
-^tJ^ town of Fenner, Madison County, New York, 
^'^ April 10, 1817. His parents were Festus and 
Betsey Persons. His grandfather, Gideon Persons, was 
sergeant of the guard that fed Burgoyne's army after 
its surrender. His ancestors, on both sides, came from 
Massachusetts. Festus Persons was" a farmer, and had 
twelve children. Mr. Wellington Persons, the third 
child and second son, attended the common schools of 
his native place until he was eighteen years of age. He 
then removed, with his parents, to Onondaga County, 
where he remained, working on his father's farm, until 
1843. I" ^^21^ y^^^ ^c went to W'isconsin, and engaged 
in farm work in Racine County, until 1847, when he 
went to Michigan; and, for five years, worked at cutting 
lumber. In 1852 he injured his knee with an ax, and 
was not able to move, without crutches, until 1857. In 
the spring of 1856 he became Deputy Clerk and Deputy 
Register; and, 1858, was elected to the office of Register 
of Deeds, the office of County Clerk having been made 
a separate position. He has ever since held the former 
position, — having been re-elected every second year. 
In 1866 he was appointed, by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Assistant Assessor for the division in which he re- 
sides; and held the position until 1869. He was Clerk 
of the town of Brooks from 1859 to 1866. For part of 
a term he was Treasurer of the village of Newaygo, 
Mr. Persons was a Democrat until 1854. In 1856 he 
voted the Republican ticket, and has since been a mem- 
ber of that party, though he does not take an active 
part in politics. He is a member of the Masonic PVa- 
ternity; was Secretary of Newaygo Lodge, No. 131, for 
nine years; in 1866 was elected Secretary of Newaygo 
Chapter, No. 38, and has since held this position. He 
is a member of the De Molai Commandery, No. 5, of 
Grand Rapids; and was a Good Templar until the lodge 
was disorganized. He was brought up in the Presby- 
terian faith; but is a member of no religious denomina- 
tion, though he attends the orthodox churches. He has 
never married. 
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r^HELPS. HON. SIDNEY P., M. IX, of Big 
1^. Rapids was born July 26, 1842, in PlattNburg, 
I, .-■» Clinton County, New York, and is the eighih 
child and youngest son of Abel and Theodo>ia 
(Barns) Phelps. His parents are natives of Vermont. 
Both arc living, in vigorous health, — the father being 
eighty-four and the mother seventy-six years of age. 
Their eight children are all married. Mr. Phelps grad- 
uated from Plattsburg Academy in 1S60; and the next 
year taught a select school in Ellen burg Centre, New 
York. Shortly afterwanl>, he lost, in the lumber busi- 
ness there, the money he had been able to save. He 
studied medicine three years with Dr. S. S. Wentworth, 
of Ellenburg Crntre; and attended lectures at J>art- 
mouth College and Michigan University. He j^r.idu- 
ate«l at Ann Arl)or, in iSOS, and removed directly to 
Big Rapids, where he has since followed his profc^iou. 
He has a large practice, bnth in the city and country. 

I 

He is financially interested in the drug business, in the 
firm of T. D. Mulberry & Co. ; but devotes all his time 
and energy to his professional work. He is a Dem- 
ocrat, but is not radical in his views, — having supported 
Grant in both cami)aigns. Dr. Phelps was elected Mayor 
of Big Ra])ids, on the Democratic ticket, in 1S76. He 
is a member of the Masonic Fraternitv, and of the 
Knights of Pythias, — having JDineil the lormer in 1S65, 
and the latter at the time of their orgnni/.alion, in 1875, 
when he was chosen the fir^l Chancellor-Com:r..inder. 
He attends the Methodist Church, and is orthoilox in 
his faith. December 24, 18C5, he marrie«l, in Ellen- 
burg, New York, Cynthia A. Hawks, daughter of an 
old resident of Clinton County, New York. They have 
had three children. 



)SE, JACOB OVERACKER, Real Estate Dealer, 
}^. of P>ig Rapids, was born in the tfiwn of Schngh- 
<^.:9^^* tio)ke, Rensselaer County, New York, May iS, 
1814. His i)arents were Elias and Eve (Over.icker) 
Rose. Their family consisted of thirteen children; two 
sons and two daughters are yet living. Mr. Jacob 
Rose, the oldest child, received a common-school edu- 
cation; and, after his marriage, attended school three 
winters. In 1832 he went to Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he worke<l for twelve summers on the canal ; and at- 
tended school two winters. He married, April 12, 1837, 
in Bedford, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Miss Mary Ann 
Comstock, daughter of one of the pioneer settlers of 
that State. In 1844 he removed to Cleveland, where 
he remained, until October, as clerk in a store. He 
then removed to York Township, Steuben County, In- 
diana. Here he cleared a farm of two hundred and 
forty acres, and resided upon it until 1853. He then 



removed about two miles farther south, on the Toledo 
and Chicago turnpike, and continued farming for twelve 
years. In 1863 he purchased two hundred acres of land 
in Michigan, where the city of Big Ra]>ids now >tands; 
and, in 1866, removed to that place with his family. 
He has since been engaged in dealing in real estate; 
and has platted about ninety acres of land into lots and 
streets. He has been extensively engaged in the horse 
trade; and, every winter, furnishes loggers with teams. 
He is a member of the Masonic Fraternity, having 
passed the degrees in the Lodge, Chapter, and Coni- 
mandery. He is also a member of the Odd-Fellows, 
and of the Encampment. In politics, he was first a 
Whig, and afterwards became a Republican. While in 
1 in liana, he was Township 'JVustee for six years; and 
h:id entire charge of the business usually done by four 
or live officials. He was also Justice of the Peace for 
f«»ur \ears, and held that office one term in Big Rapids, 
lie has been a mcml)er of the Common Council since 
the city ^^as incorporated. Mr. Rose united with the 
<..'h;irch of the Disciples in 1840; but, as there is no 
society of that denomination in Big Rapids, he attends 
the Congregational Church. He has had three chil- 
dicn, — two sons and one daughter. The daughter died 
in infancy ; the oldest son, E. O. Rose, is now living 
in Big Rapids, Michigan ; and the youngest, M. T. Rose, 
in York, Steuben County, Indiana. 



i[ TaIDER, J. F. AUGUSTUS, Merchant, Newaygo, 
^li|: Michigan, was born October 10, 1829, in Braii- 
'^^^^ deroda, nine miles from Naumburg, on the river 
Saale, in Prussia. His father, whose name was J. Fred- 
erick Raider, (originally Roeder), was the third in a 
family of ^\\^i sons, whose ]>arents died when he was but 
six years old. Left uithout relatives or friends, his two 
youngest brothers were taken by the neighbors, while 
the rest had to care lor thtMUsehes. Thus carlv thrown 
uj>on his «jwn resources, Mr. Raider acquired but little 
book knowledge; he became a carpenter and joiner, and 
lived to the age of ninety-one. Mr. Augustus Raider 
began to attend the vilhige school when he was five years 
old, and m.ide rapid progress. At the age of eight, he 
became his father's accountant, keeping his books, ren- 
dering statements, etc. His favorite studies were math- 
ematics, jienmanship, antl history; he was also fond of 
surveying and engineering, and was a very rapid writer. 
\\U father's ambition was to make of him a master musi- 
cian; and, at the age of seven, he commenced taking 
lessons on the violin. He did not make the desireti 
progress; and, after two years, changed teachers and 
look lessons upon the flute. At the age of ten he became 
one of the prominent musicians in a band of fifteen 
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which was employed on all festive occasions, for ten or 
twelve miles around the country. He continued in this 
band for three years. At the age of fourteen, Mr. Rai- 
der emigrated, with his father, to America. They 
landed in New York on the 5th of October, 1843, and 
settled in Chautauqua County. Here his father em- 
ployed him to carry ashes, on his back, a distance of 
nearly two miles. In August, 1845, ^^ became restive 
and left home. He traveled through the country for a 
week, in search of employment, and finally stopped with 
a man by the name of Rice, in Ripley, Chautauqua 
County. Here he remained two years and a half, work- 
ing and attending school. When eighteen years of age 
he left Mr. Rice, and, in order to see more of the coun- 
try, commenced peddling goods. This he continued for 
three or four months, when he was persuaded by a friend 
to go into the lumber business; and spent a short time 
making shingles and wooden bowls. In 1850 he pur- 
chased a half-interest in a small furniture factory, with- 
out previous knowledge of the business, and continued 
in this work for two years. At the end of that time, he 
was able to make all kinds of furniture, as well as agri- 
cultural implements. He then removed to Hinckley, 
Medina County, Ohio, and opened a manufactory for 
grinding edge tools, remaining in this employment four 
years. In 1854 he went to Pennsylvania and taught 
penmanship for two terms. He next went to Columbus, 
Warren County, Pennsylvania, and opened a furniture 
manufactory. In 1855 he removed to Michigan, and 
located forty acres of land, in Newaygo County, on which 
he settled with his family. Here he opened a school 
for penmanship; and also made cabinet-ware. In the 
summer he succeeded in getting a fair start in the world, 
but the financial troubles of 1857 reduced hini again to 
destitution. He managed, however, to make a living 
for himself and family until the next year; when, with a 
capital of two dollars, he again commenced the manu- 
facture of furniture. In two months he was able to 
employ two men as helpers, and was quite successful. 
He continued the business until the breaking out .of the 
war, at which time, having lost the use of his right arm, 
he began the business of watch-repairing. In August, 
1865, having accumulated six hundred dollars, he pur- 
chased a drug store. From this date Mr. Raider met 
with marked success, until he is now one of the wealthy 
men of the community, owning houses, farms, and val- 
uable business property. He has held some agencies 
from which he has made a considerable amount of 
money. Mr. Raider has always shunned politics, though 
he has held a few public offices. He was Constable, 
Director of Infirmary, and School Director for three 
years. He has always been active in the temperance 
movement, and was one of the Presidential Electors on 
the temperance ticket in 1872. He is a member of the 
Masonic Fraternity. In Prussia he belonged to the 



T^utheran Church, but, since he has been in America, 
has worshiped with the Methodists. In 1859 he organ- 
ized a Savings Bank, which he carried on until 1871, 
when, on account of the tax imposed by the Govern- 
ment, he closed it. He married, August 10, 1848, Miss 
Lucinda Jackson, who died February 5, 1866, leaving 
six children.v February 18, 1867, he married Miss Rinda 
M. Glazier, of Parma, Jackson County, Michigan. They 
have one son. 



SE, HON. ELIAS O., Big Rapids, Political 
f'^^ Editor of the Piomer- Magnet ^ was born in Inde- 
^^^^^ pendence, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, October 13, 
1830. His parents were Jacob O. and Mary A. (Com- 
stock) Rose. He received a common-school education, 
and spent five years at Hillsdale College. After leaving 
school, he commenced the study of law, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in the fall of 1859. He entered into 
practice in Angola, Indiana, where he remained until 
August 25, 1861. He then enlisted as a private in 
Company A, 44th Regiment Indiana Volunteers; and, 
in a short time, was commissioned First Lieutenant. 
His command took part in the campaign of Western 
Kentucky, during the winter of 1861-62; and was at 
the battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh, and the siege 
of Corinth, with General Grant. After the evacuation 
of Corinth, Lieutenant Rose pursued the enemy into 
Mississippi. He was afterwards wounded at Battle 
Creek, on the Tennessee River; and soon after resigned 
his commission, and returned home in February, 1863. 
Having sufficiently recovered from his wounds, he re- 
moved to Big Rapids, Michigan, and resumed the 
practice of law. In 1864 he was elected Prosecuting 
Attorney of Mecosta County ; and, at the expiration of 
his term, in 1866, was re-elected. In June, 1870, he 
founded a Republican newspaper, which he first called 
the Independent^ but afterwards, the Big Rapids Magtiet, 
He was proprietor and editor of this paper until Novem- 
ber, 1876, having given up his law business in 187 1. In 
November, 1876, the Big Rapids Magnet and the Pioneer 
were consolidated under the name of the Pioneer- Magnet, 
This is also a Republican paper, and is under the man- 
agement of the Pioneer- Maptet Printing Company, which 
was organized under the laws of the State of Michigan. 
Mr. Rose owns one-half of the stock, and is the Presi- 
dent and political editor. In 1864 he was appointed 
United States Commissioner for Mecosta and adjoining 
counties, in the United States Court, for the Western 
District of Michigan; and held the position until the 
fall of 1872. In February, 1872, he was appointed 
mail-route agent in the United States postal railway 
service. He remained in that position until October 31, 
1872, when he resigned ; and was elected Slate Repre- 
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scntative for the district embracing Mcco«^ta, Osceola, 
and Lake counties. He was elected on the Repiildican 
ticket without opposition. Ourinjj the term, there were 
two sessions, — the reguhir se'^si()n of 1S73, ^"^ ^^^ 
special one of 1S74. After the adjouninient of the 
special session, he re-signed; and, in August, was re- 
appointed route-agent in the Railway Mail Service, and 
assigned to duty on the (irand Rapids and Indiana 
Railroad. This position he still holds. In a residence 
of fourteen years in IJig Rn])ids, he held the office of 
Supervisor nine years, during eight of which he was 
Chairman of the Uoard. He was one of the originators 
and stockholders in the Big Rapids Library, which was 
afterwards given to the ladies. Mr. Rose is a Ma^on 
and an Odd-Fellow. He served as Master of hi-* Lnrlge 
two years. High Priest of the Chapter one year, Iuiii«M- 
Warden of the Commandery one year; and, bc>ide> 
holding subordinate positions in the several bodies, was 
Sword-bearer one year, and Junior Grand Deaci^i of 
the Grand Lodge of Michigan. In No. 11 1, Indejiend- 
ent Order of Odd-Fellows, he has passed the chairs. 
He is not connected with any religic>us body; but 
his religious views are in symj»athy with the Disciple 
Church, in which he was brought up. He is an active 
worker in the interests of the Republiian party. He 
married, July 3, 185S, in Anib'jy, IlilKilalc (.'ounty, 
Michigan, Miss Harriet l\)\\eis. daughter of Calvin 
Powers, one of the pioneers «if Sleuhen County, Indi- 
ana, who died in January, 1S7S. They have had four 
children, only one of whom, a daughter, is now living. 



member of the Democratic party; and is one of the village 
IJoartl, having held that oftlce for the last four years. 
He is a niemfcer of the Catholic Church, in which faith 
he was reared, October 8, 1S70, he married, in Esca- 
naba. Miss Mary Belchck. They have four children, — 
two sons and two daughters. Mr, Semer, by his own 
unaided effort, has succeeded in gaining an honorable 
position.' 



i^EMER, JOHN, Merchant, of Escanaba, Michigan, 
'^j?yll was born in Luxemburg. Germany, April 9, 1840. 
V^.^ His parents were Michael ami Mary ( Turpel) 
Semcr. Mr. Semer alteniled llie c"nimnn "^cIkidIs in 
Germany; and, in 1865, rcnmvrd to America, and settled 
in Aurora, Illinois. Here he rcinaine<l tw-.) jear.o, w»>rk- 
ing during the tlay at carpentLT work, and attending 
night school. At tlic exjiiration of that time, he wa«» 
obliged to leave Aurora, owing to puor health. He 
spent about three months on the Michigan shore of 
Lake Superior; and then removc<l to Escanaba, where 
he engaged as clerk for Samuel Kaufman in a general 
store. Two and a half years later, Mr. Kaufman sold 
out to Smith Rabcock, who continued to emjiloy Mr. 
Semer until the latter removed to Circen Piay, Wisconsin, 
and entered the grocery bu>ine>s for himself. Two years 
afterwards, he returned tr> Escanaba ; built a frame store, 
which he occupied until the fall of 1877, and then removed 
to the new an<l handsome luick store which he built dur- 
ing the summer of that year. Ilesides gioceries. he deals 
extensively in furs during the winter. .Mr. Semer is a 



• TEPHENSON, M.VTTHEW, Lumberman. of Esca- 
l naba, was born in the north of Ireland, January 
^^ ' 13. 181S. His parents were Andrew and Lillie 
(Mitchell) Stephenson. He received his early education 
in Ireland, where he attended school until the age of 
fourieen. He then removed, with his jiarents, to New 
Brunswick, attending school and working on his father's 

I farm until 1S41. In that year he engaged in the lumber 
business for himself; and, in 1849, removed to .Michigan 

I and settled at Sand Point, now known as Escanaba. 

' Here he purchased j)ineland.s; and has since been en- 
gaged in cutting anil selling timber. In connection 
with his linnber business, Mr. Stephenson successfully 
manages a farm near the village i>f Escanaba. He is an 
acti\e member of the Republican parly; and has been 
a Tru.stee of the village lor four years, and its President 
one year. Au:;ust 27, 1S52, he m.arried, in New Rruns- 
wick, Mi.^s Catherine CaMwcll. Thev have had twelve 
children, of wln.un live sons and three <laughter> are 
living. Mr. Ste[ihen»on was brought up in the Presby- 
terian faith ; and was a member of that denomination 
many years. He has never united with the church at 
Escanaba, ulthougli he is a regular attendant, and con- 
tributes liherally tv» its suj>port. 



^TEARNS, HON. GEORGE F., of Big Rapid.s, 
■ Michigan, was born January 9, 1S32, at Ellisburg, 
^^.^ Jefferson County, New York; and is the eldest 
of the six children of Daniel and Elizabeth (Morion) 
Stearns. His ancestry were very long-lived, their ages 
averaging from seventy-five to ninety. When .Mr. 
Stearns w;ls ten years of age, he left school ; and wr>rked 
as clerk for two years, receiving no compensation the first 
year, but, the second year, one hundred d<dlars. From 
the age of twelve until he was fourteen, he worked at 
home for his board and clothing. The next four vears. 
he was a clerk at Adams, and at Rome. New Voik. He 
then returned to Taylorsvillc, Connecticut, where his 
]iarents resided. In 1S54 he went t«) Detroit, his f;ire 
being [)aid by Mr. Chitenden, proprietor of the Russell 
House. He was there employed, until 1856, bv the 
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house of Holmes & Co., at four hundred dollars a year. 
He then became clerk in a hotel at Newaygo. During 
the summer of 1857, he was in the employment of Hig- 
ganhottom & White, of Chicago, who, by their failure, 
left him penniless. He borrowed money to pay his wa\ 
to Muskegon, and then walked to Newaygo, — a distance 
of forty miles. There he traded his gold watch for an 
old revolver and ten dollars in money. He went from 
Newaygo to Detroit, and worked two years for Farrcll 
& Bros. He saved, in that time, three hundred and 
twenty-six dollars; and, in i860, removed to Big Rapids. 
There he bought five hundred dollars worth of goods, 
and began mercantile business. Twelve feet of shelving 
held all his stock, and his sales averaged twenty-six 
dollars a week. In 1866 he sold out his business, and 
dealt in real estate until 187 1. He then assisted in the 
organization of the Northern National Bank, of which 
he is now President. He is still engaged in real estate 
transactions; and is a stockholder in several manufactur- 
ing companies in Big Rapids. He is a Democrat ; and 
has twice been elected Mayor of the city. In 1875 he 
was nominated, on the Democratic ticket, for Represen- 
tative; and, although in a s'trong Republican district, 
came within a few votes of the election. Mr. Stearns 
has been treasurer of all the lodges in the Masonic 
Fraternity. In 1877 he joined the Knights of Pythias. 
He married, June 4, 1861, Harriet S. Vernon, daughter 
of John Vernon, of Detroit. 




TONE, DUDLEY G., Merchant, of Negaunee, 
was born in New York City, May 9, 1840. His 
parents were Isaac D. and Elizabeth G. Stone. 
His father, while young, was a merchant in New Orleans, 
Mobile, and Richmond, Virginia; but, at the time of his 
marriage, was with Arthur Tappen, in New York City. 
When Dudley Stone was very young, he removed, with 
his parents, to Richmond, Berkshire County, Massa- 
chusetts. He received a district school and academic 
education, and, at the age of fifteen years, finished his 
studies at the Fort Plain Seminary. Two years later he 
went from home and engaged, first as clerk and then as 
book-keeper, in West Stockbridge, Massachusetts, where 
he remained about two years. In i860 he removed to 
Michigan and settled in the Lake Superior Country. 
The first two years and a half he was engaged as book- 
keeper at the CoUinsville Furnace, near Marquette; and 
the next year, was with Peter White, at that time a 
private banker of Marquette. In April, 1864, he re- 
moved to Negaunee, bought out a general store, and 
began business for himself. Since then, he has contin- 
ued dealing in merchandise. In 1873, i" connection 
with his other business, he opened the Miner's Bank, 



and conducted it two years. In the fall of 1865, he re- 
ceived the appointment of Postmaster of Negaunee; 
but, when Andrew Johnson became President of the 
United States and changed the politics, Mr. Stone was 
removed. He is a member of the Republican party, but 
is not a politician; and has never allowed his name to 
be used as that of a candidate for ofiice. September 24, 
1864, he married, in Richmond, Massachusetts, Mary 
Cook Dewey; they have two children, — one son and 
one daughter. 



■*o^ 




^HELDON, RANSOM, of Houghton, Merchant 
\ and Operator in Copper-mining Lands, was. born 
in the town of Essex, Essex County, New York, 
July 7, 1814. His early years were spent on his father's 
farm, and in attending the country school. When six- 
teen years of age, he spent a winter in an academy at 
Wesiport, on Lake Champlain. During the following 
summer, after cradling a field of oats containing five 
acres, between sunrise and five o'clock in the afternoon, 
he burst a blood-vessel in his stomach, and was unable 
to do physical labor for a year and a half. Upon recov- 
ering, he was engaged in buying goods, loaning money, 
etc., for several merchants of Essex and Wesiport, and 
traveled much of the time in Eastern New York and 
Vermont. After about a year and a half, he returned 
home, and assisted his father on the farm for two years. 
In 1836, impelled by a desire to become acquainted 
with the Western country, which was fast being settled 
by the rising generation of New England and New 
York farmers, he started on a tour of inspection. At 
Albany, he bought a supply of goods, which he sold as 
he traveled through the settled portions of Ohio, Mich- 
igan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. He finally settled in 
Geneva, Walworth County, W'isconsin, when there was 
but one house in the place. In 1836 he removed from 
there to the head of Geneva I^ake, where, after procur- 
ing three yoke of oxen and a plow, and hiring three 
or four men, he commenced making claims and building 
houses on the State line of Illinois. He built twenty 
houses during the summer, all but one of which he 
sold as fast as they were completed, netting a good 
income. August 26, 1839, he married Miss Levissa M. 
Douglass, whose father owned a large farm on the Big 
Foot Prairie. In partnership with his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Sheldon undertook to cultivate his father-in-law's 
farm; but, on account of its great distance from market, 
and the appearance of the rust, which greatly damaged 
two hundred and sixty acres of wheat, they sustained 
great loss in their first year's l:il)or. In 1842 Mr. 
Sheldon removed to his farm in Illinois; the climate 
did not agree with him, however, and in a year and a 
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li;ilf he >'-l«l out, ami relurncfl to Geneva, Wi-con-in. ' at fir*t Cfmrn-c-l of trijjht thousand bhare-, with a cap- 
For two ycaf'., ht* '■j»f;rati;'l a l^u-ch-.-r. l'ia'.k'ini:h. aiitl iral «^f iwn hiin>.Irvil '.l;'.u»aii'l il<illars. Me»rs. Shcliiun 
CMOpcr <\i'>]) at ^^itriLva; ahil, \vi:h a team anil jilow, aiul D«^'iigla«^, haviT.jjj secured ihc greater portion of 
biokc prairie l.iiid> for i.cw fiirm-i. A^out that lime, hi^ ihe st.ck, increa-i-il it to twenty thi~>u-anil shares — and 
hroiher-in-law, *^'. <". I'ou:^Ia<.«, win l:ad been connec'ed U\c hun-lrcl thousand dollars capital — most of which 
with Dr. l)ou{^la-s no.i;;hi'in in c-.iidu'.ririg a gco!oj;ical iliey si;M. Mr. S. \Y. Hill was then appointed agent 
survey of the I'pjkt I'ci.i:i-»i;la f.f Michigan, and had of the mine; and, in the course of two years, it began 
settled at Eagle River, urtjed liim lo remove to that to pay dividends which it has continued to do an- 
rcgion as a mean> of i.uiin;; hi^ fev* r aii«l a;;ue. Ac- ni:al!y. Mr. ShelJun and his partner, by numerous 
curdingly, in September. i.S4('i, he s«.M out hi-, bu^ine-^ inve-tmcnts have come into possession of large tracts 
at Cleneva. and .started ff.-r the Take Sv.pori-ir country, of lan<U containing c»ppcr, silver, lead, iron, and slate; 
llcing obliged to wait a week at Mackinaw, and ten . and have di»p«is.cd of a considerable amount to mining 
<lays at Sault Stc. Marie, for boai-H, hi> ji'iirncy to (..'nji|.cr . c-mpanie-i which they or^ani/od. Mr. Sheldon still 
Harbor occupied nearly a ni<»nth. From there he tr.iv- i reMi::s a brj^e j-orti-Mi o\ the-e lands, located at various 
fled on foot to Faglc River, where he wa- met Ijv lii<. [ i!.:«; in t!u* lOp] er. sl.iie. and iri»n regions. He laid 
brother-in-law. They soon afierMarU f^imed a par'.ncr- I ''Ut ;!:c \iil.:ge of Torch Lake, in the vicinity of which 
ship in the mercantile Im^ine-^. t.iking a qiianti'y '-f lie hiM c-i.-i!c:aMe prr'[-erty: and ha> materially aided 
goods to the Melhodi>t Mi^-ion. near L'An.-e. In the . in all i iiurj-ri-f^ lend::ig to deve!«»p the Lake Superior 
spring of 1847, ^^f- Sheid»n went lo I'-'rtage Entry. coi;:.try. In j- li'.ic"-. he ha-i been an active Republican, 
where he built a store an«l hon-e. an'l c:uried on \y.-\- I'.-.t n-.-t an o!Vjcc->evker. He ha> a family of ihrce sons 
ness. At this time, he tra\cle-l ipii'-e exren-.ively, m.il.ij.g a::-! i-ne daughter: two of the sons .served in the late 



explorations for mineral lan-U; and, in 1S50, when ihe ».i\il war, — one as Captain, and the other as Lieutenant. 
Ciovernment put it-, hin-1^ i::to market, he pr-'Ciri-l 

twenty eighty-acre l«^ts. In 'he f.ill «f 1*^51, Mr. >!i< 1- '°' 

don took charge of the Qi'.in«.y, whii.!i, witli a nnmlier -^_ 

of other copper-mines h -.d L.-cn w.rkel to some exirni /| HOMTSOX, STErilKX DECATUR, Merchant, 

and abandoned. At tlie -am'.- tinn:, he ro::jo\od Iji-. i| . of Newaygo. Michigan, was born in Madison 

store from Portage Entry to ihi^ j-l.-ue. He put a ^^'<.».unty, Indi.ma, December 27, 1S39. He i> of 

force of men on the mine; opcne-l two new -«li;ifl-.; and. Si. ti h di«< ent. His grandmother on his father's side 

in the course of a year or Iwo, devcl-'j^ed llie mine t-- wa>. a coii-in of Mr. Lucke {otherwi>c known as Peiro- 

such an extent as to in^nre it-* surtc-s. During tin- l«um \'. Na«l.iy), of the Toledo i>7,;./*'. Hi> parents were 

5uccec<ling winter, he visite<i Detroit, and di-j.o-ed ol Leonard and Amy (Ferguson) Thompson. Their family 

part of his lands to a copper-mining company which con-i-.ted of six children, — four daughters and two si>ns, 

I 

was then organized. With the proceeds of ihi-i -ale, he j Mr. S. D. Thomji-'ju is the sec-md child and oldeftt 

jiurcha^ed other mining land-, in the vicinity of I\»rtage »a\. When he was five years of age, his parents 

Lake. He formed a partnership with his brother-in- removed to ('ir.iml Rajdds, Michigan. He was sent to 

law, investing in mineral lands which h.id bem explored ^ch"ol until he wa-; thirteen, when he weni to Newav«'0 

timl were considercl of value. The im])riU"; given t'» to live with Mr. (.icorge Jeiine, his parents having died 

the lopper mining intere-U by the fornialion I'f com- at drand Rapi'U in l.S5C)-5i. He attended schoid, and 



piinies and sale.s of land, brought ninny miners and 
fipei.iiiMs to Houghton; and Mr. Sheldon, having re- 
nio\rd his store to that place, furni>hed the suj^plies for 
I he (,>uiney and other mines. In 1S53 he organized the 
rnx.Uie mine, and, soon afterwards, various others in 



work C' I on the farm of Mr. Jeune, until 1S5S. when he 
commenced life for himself. At the breaking out of 
the civil war, in 1S61, he enlisted in Company F, of 
the 3d Michigan Volunteer Infantry. He was wounded 
at the liatile of Crovcton, or Pope's Retreat, Au..^u.>.t 20, 



I he put Inge district, including the Mc.-nard, Ripley. 1S62; and, being unlit for further service, w.as dis- 
I'l.inKlin. Noiih Star, Concord, and Arcadia; and was : charged that winter. He had been offered the jiosition 
iippninlfd the managing agent of each, being at one | of tirst sergeant of the company, but was una])le to 
Ihnc lin- .igent of ten diflerent mines. In kSoi he sold ' accept it. He relumed to Newaygo, and was in the 
ntil III', sltiie at Hought«»n, desiring to devote his time empl«.»\ nient of the Newaygo Company for se\en years, 
III ihr fn.iii.igement of his large property. The tirst . being part of the lime in the sloie, an.l recei\ing wh.il 
ye.ii ill lii'. eonducl of the Quincy mine, he obtained ! wa-i then thiiiiglit a good salary. — .>ix hundrcl dollars a 
Ihiie h II lid led and lifly Ions of cop[ier. Thi.s was the ye.ir, and expenses paid. In iSdy he slarleil a meat- 
lii .1 p.i\iii|; mine in the Portage district, and gave an market; an<l, in the latter part of ihnt >e.ir, en;;agefl in 
liii|Mlii-. Iti -.peciilaiion and to the formation of other com- 1 the liquor tiaftic. Shortly afierwanU, he removed to 
p.iiiii'. which lie oig.mi/ed. The Ouincy company was,lJig Rai»ids, and remained ihere until 1S73, when he 
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sold out, and worked at logging on the river. In the 
spring of 1874, he returned to Newaygo, and engaged 
in the mercantile business, in which he has continued 
ever since. In 1875-76 he held the position of Deputy 
Sheriff, leaving his partner, £. S. Bennett, to conduct the 
business. He bought Mr. Bennett's interest, in the 
spring of 1877. He is a member of the Masonic Fra- 
ternity, belonging to the Newago Lodge, Chapter, and 
Council; and to the Big Rapids Commandery. He has 
been High Priest of the Newaygo Chapter for five years, 
and has held the minor positions in the lodge. He is 
also a member of the Masonic Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion, of Western Michigan. He has always been an 
active member of the Republican party. When a can- 
didate for Register of Deeds for Newaygo County, he 
received only six votes short of an election. He is now 
Treasurer of Brooks Township. Mr. Thompson attends 
the Episcopal Church of Newaygo, though he is not a 
member of any religious organization. He draws a 
pension of ten dollars a month. He was married, in 
August, 1866, to Miss Delia L. Bennett, daughter of 
William Bennett, formerly of New York State. They 
have four children, — three sons and one daughter. 




f AFT, HARVEY STOW, M. D., of Marquette, 
was born in Trumbull County, Ohio, December 
22, 1825. His parents, Auren and Lucy Taft, 
came from Massachusetts. He attended Twins])urg 
Academy, in Twinsburg, Ohio; and Alleghany College, 
in Meadville, Pennsylvania. At the age of twenty-four, 
he began the study of medicine with Dr. J. J. Elwell, 
at Orwell, Ashtabula County, Ohio. He was a good 
nurse, well fitted for attendance in the sick-room, and 
had a strong inclination towards the medical profession. 
He studied with Dr. Elwell three years, during the last 
of which he assisted him in his practice. He attended 
his first course of lectures at Cleves, in the winter of 
1851-52. In July, 1854, he removed to Lake Superior, 
and remained six months at Ontonagon. He then spent 
a year and a half at Portage, where he was the physi- 
cian of the miners. He attended his second course 
of lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
New York City; and, in March, 1857, received the 
degree of M. D. In the fall of that year, he re- 
moved to Hannibal, Missouri, where he remained until 
the breaking out of the civil war. He immediately 
enlisted, and was mustered into service in June, 1861, 
by General Lyon, of St. Louis, as Assistant Surgeon of 
three companies, and Acting Medical Director of North- 
ern Missouri, in charge of hospitals in Hannibal and 
along the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad. At the 
expiration of three months, he went to St. Louis, and 
took charge of a ward in the general hospital, called 



the New House of Refuge. He held that position dur- 
ing September and October, and, the two following 
months, was Acting Surgeon at Paducah. He after- 
wards returned to St. Louis, where he acted as physician 
of the military prison during January, 1862. He was 
then sent to Jefferson Barracks, and made Post Surgeon. 
He remained through July, and, in the last two months, 
treated seventy-five patients for typhoid fever. In Au- 
gust, he went to Columbus, Ohio, and, after passing an 
examination, received his commission as Assistant Sur- 
geon of the 105th Regiment of Ohio Volunteers; and 
reported for service at Lexington, Kentucky, August 20, 
1862. He was in the retreat from Lexington to Louis- 
ville, at which place he was ordered to the brigade head- 
quarters, and made Brigade Surgeon. He remained until 
after the battle of Perry ville, October 8; and, three days 
later, was given charge of the receiving hospital at that 
place. From there he reported to his regiment, and 
was ordered to Louisville for medical supplies. He was 
there placed over the Blind Asylum General Hospital ; 
and, three months later, was made Inspector of Hospi- 
tals. In May, 1863, he asked to be relieved; and was 
sent to his command in the field, where he remained 
until August. He then went to Cincinnati, and was 
examined and commissioned Surgeon in the United 
States Volunteers. Before entering upon duty, however, 
he resigned, on account of the ill health of his wife, 
and returned to his home. In the same month, he went 
to Ontonagon County, where he practiced his profession 
two years. He then spent one and a half years in Buf 
falo ; and, in the spring of 1867, removed to Marquette, 
Michigan. Doctor Taft is President of the Marquette 
County Medical Society. He is a consistent member of 
the Presbyterian Church, which he joined in 1869. He 
is a Royal Arch Mason, and a member of the Comman- 
dery. He is an adherent of the Republican party ; but 
is not a professed politician. Doctor Taft was married, 
December 29, 1856, in Orwell, Ashtabula County, Ohio, 
to Miss Jane C. Howard, daughter of Colonel George 
A. Howard, formerly of Connecticut. She died in No- 
vember, 1 87 1, leaving one son, Harry Howard Taft, who 
is now sixteen years of age. In December, 1873, Doc- 
tor Taft was married, at Louisville, Kentucky, to Mrs. 
Alice Ward Miller, daughter of Major-General Thomas 
E. Ward, of Louisville. They have one son, Harvey 
Stow Taft, Jun., aged three years. 




pPTON, JOHN BEAN, Attomey-at-Law, Big 
^ Rapids, Michigan, was born in Batavia, Gen- 
!?> esee County, New York, July 2, 1829. His 
father, Daniel Upton, was of English, and his mother, 
Electa (Randall) Upton, of Scotch, descent. They had 
thirteen children, — seven sons and six daughters, — of 
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vhom John 1). I'pton is the lifth cliiM and third sun. 
He rccii\c«l a ^«M»d acaflomic mhuatiun, an<l >|>l'IU 
about two viMis in Ohcrlin ('ollff'c, in (>hi»»; at whicli 
institution he was a cla^-^mate of (Icncnil Sj^iuldinj^, of 
St. John's, Michigan. Soon after KMviii^ colli-^c, he 
purchased a farm, on wliich he li\e<l live year>. He 
was married, C>ctol)cr 6, 1X53, to Miss Julia Slieiman. 
At tlie age of twenty-nine, he enlered the law (.)flire iif 
Wakcman lirvan, of I'atavia, as a >iu«lent, and remained 
six months. In Octoher, lS59, he removed to Lawrence, 
Van Buren County, Micliigan, wliere he ci^nlinued hi> 
studies;. He was admitletl to the bar, in the Supreme 
Court at Lansing, Michigan. He j>raciice<l in Law- 
rence until Kel^ruary, iSt^S, when lie went to Hccatur, 
in the same county. Here he re>umed his practice, and 
remained until April, 1-^74, when he removed to L.i;; 
Rapids. He held the oftice of Circuit ("••urt Commis- 
sioner for two years, and uas elected to the sanie oltice 
in 1864. He resigned, however, s«M>n after, and en- 
li:>ted in the army as regimental (Juarterma>ter in the 
2tSth Michijran Volunteer liifanirv. He was mustered 
out at Detroit, June li, 1S66. In the following autumn, 
he was elected I'rosecuting Attorney f"r \'an Ikiren 
County, which oftice he held six years. He wa^ one of 
the organizer^» of the Republican ]»aity, with which he 
is still identified. He i> a member of the I're-bylerian 
Church, which he joined in iS<»9. Hi-, family consists 
of a wife and ten children, — four sons and six daughters. 
The oldest chiM, a daughter, is married to John 15. 
Rosevelt, a lawyer of Cadillac, and has one son. .Mr. 
Upton is a man of strong character, and makes many 
warm friends. 
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^'I.TlTOX, ADONIJAH KDDV, Real Kotate Dealer, 
p|.. was b(»rn in A<lrian, Lenawee County, Michigan, 
^:. .' iNovLinber 29, 1S57. Hi.^ ancestor.^ were Quaker>, 
and came from Scotland. His jiarents, Henry and Cyn- 
thia (Weaver) Cpton, were farmers. 'I'liey had six 
children; two sons and four daughters. The .subject of 
this sketch is the fourth child and second son. He 
attcndeil the common schools, spent a few terms in a 
union school, and has gained a good cducati'.)!! from 
outside stucly and exj^erience. At the age of t\v»'nty- 
two, he began to study land surveying, which became 
hi«i principal occujxiti'm for nearly twelve years. He 
always lived ujion a farm, and sj.)ent his leisure in farm- 
ing ].>ursuil<. In 1.S55 he removcl to Lremonf. Michi- 
gan, where he engageil in farming. Jmmedialely after 
the war, there was a ca4l for civil engineering, and Mr. 
Ujtt«»n, besides platting several villai^es, built a number 
of State roads. In March, 1S75, he was given entire 
charge of the plat of the village of Fremont, by the 
Lmpire Company, which consistcl of six men who owned 
all the land near the village. Mr. Upton has made 



great efforts towards Iniilding up this town, and it has 
increaseil nearly tenfold while in his hands, — there being 
at j^reseiit about twelve hundred inhabitants. In 1S71 
he platted the village of Reed C'ity, and sold a great deal 
of j)rc'pcrty for the owners of the land. He has been 
eiigag«Hl in work on White River. The Hig Rapids 
branch of the Chicago and Michigan Lake Shore Rail- 
road was built according to maps of the route which lie 
laid out. In 1S63, 1S64, and 1865, he surveyed, for Ryer- 
>on. Hill iV Co., twenty-five thousand acres of pine land, 
and a great number of .^mailer pieces for other parties. 
In the vcars 1876 and 1877, he was largely in.strunicntal 
in (.rgani/ing the I'atroons Co-operative Company, and 
is still its mana;ier. He is Secretary of the PalrODns 
Mutual I ire Insurance C!<)nipany, of Newaygo and Mus- 
Ivc'-on countifs. which he was chiefly instrumental in 
(»!gaiii/ini;. He is aKo engaged in real estate dealings, 
whith he commenced in iS55, at the time of the settle- 
ment of I'lemont Centre. He joined the Masonic Fra- 
ternity in 1S04, and was the third Master of the Pilgrim 
I otli^e. He unite«l with the (irangers, and was put in 
the trade department, having;, at i^rcscnt, the manage- 
ment ol iheir si-'re. He is aKu a member of the (Io«>»l 
Templars, and ( )dil-Fellows. He cast his t'lr.st vote for 
rrmiMiit, and lia-. ever since, with but two exceptions, 
viit^.'d the Keiniblican ticket. He wa< County Surveyor 
as long as he would accept the oftice, and has been a 
Notary I'ublic siiue he became of aj:e. He is a member 
of the Common Council of the village. I>y request he 
became a member of the Meth<»dist JJoard of Trustees, 
while tliey were building their church, and still retains 
that J o-iiit>n. He was brought u]> in the Raptist faith, 
and, although he attends the Methodist Church, is not 
a mi'mb(;r of any religious denomination. He was mar- 
ried. July 1, l8<'»7, in Fremont, to Miss Helen L. Martin, 
whose grandfather, on her mother's side, was (leneral 
Herkimer, of historic fame. They have three chil- 
dren, —Ada L. Upton, born September 2, 1869; Ralph 
v.. I'pt'in, born I'ebruary 10, 1875; ^"^^ ^'^ infant 
daughter, born March 21, 1S7S. Mr. Upton is now 
organizing an association for enabling the farmers of his 
district to sell their wool directly to Eastern manufac- 
turers. 



I ILrOX, STEPHEN S., of Big Rapids, Michi- 
gan, was born July 29, 1840, in Schenevus, 
^^."^.^ Oi^igo County, New York, and is the son of 
John and Amanda (Upson) Wilcox. His father, who 
I was «)f English descent, was a soMier in the War of 
I I Si 2, and a pioneer settler near Hartford, Connecticut. 
The fir-t frame house ever built in Schenevus was 
erected by him, and is still standing. Stephen S. 
Wilcox was the youngest of six children, and was edu- 
cated at the schools and seminaries in the vicinity of 
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his home, until he was fifteen years old. He then 
served as clerk for his brother, and finally learned the 
trade of a tinner. He served an apprenticeship of three 
years, and during that time spent his leisure in study. 
In the fall of 1858, he taught the district school in 
Otsego. In 1859 he bought a stock of hardware, and 
conducted a small business successfully for a short time. 
In 1862 he removed to Detroit ; and, for several years, 
worked as a journeyman tinner through the State of 
Michigan. He married, February 7, 1863, Adelaide L. 
Barbour, daughter of a farmer who settled in Michigan 
when it was a Territory. In 1868 the firm of S. S. 
Wilcox & Co., consisting of Mr. Wilcox and his father- 
in-law, T. W. Barbour, commenced a general hardware 
business at Big Rapids. Four years later, Mr. Wilcox 
assumed the entire management of the business, and has 
since conducted it successfully. He is an Odd-Fellow, 
and a charter member of the Knights of Pythias. He 
gives his support to the Democratic party, but does not 
aspire to office. Mr. Wilcox has two children. Thor- 
ough acquaintance with the practical details of his 
business, and strict personal attention to every depart- 
ment of it, have insured his success. 




f^ADSWORTH, HON. DANIKL F., Banker and 
ex-Mayor, of Ishpeming, was born January 7, 
1838, in Jefferson, Frederick County, Mary- 
land. His parents, Christopher and Matilda (Feaster) 
Wadsworth, were of English and Welsh descent, re- 
spectively. Daniel F. is the oldest of their eleven 
chiiJren, — six sons and five daughters, — all of whom 
are living. In 1846 the family removed to Ogle County, 
Illinois, and settled near Dixon. They made the trip 
from Maryland to Wheeling, West Virginia, with two 
horses and a wagon ; thence, by boat, down the Ohio 
River to Cairo, and up the Mississippi, to St. Louis; 
and from there, by team, to their destination, being on 
the journey eight weeks. During the winter of 1864-65, 
he attended Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College, in 
Chicago, and became proficient in telegraphy and pen- 
manship. In November, 1865, he engaged in telegraph 
operating in Negaunee, Michigan, where he remained 
five years. In December, 1870, he removed to Ishpe- 
ming, where he became Cashier of the Ishpeming Savings 
Bank, under Nelson & Hayden. Four years after, the 
Ishpeming and First National Banks were consolidated. 
In June, 1874, with Dr. B. S. Bigelow and A. W. 
Myers, Mr. Wadsworth organized the Merchants' and 
Miners' Bank,* which they conducted about one year. 
In February, 1875, the copartnership of Bigelow, Rood 
Sc Wadsworth was formed, for the purpose of conduct- 
ing a general banking and insurance business; it repre- 
sents eleven of the best insurance companies in Europe 
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and the United States. Mr. Wadsworth is a Democrat 
in politics, but was elected Mayor of Ishpeming on the 
Peoples' ticket, in 1874, and re-elected in 1875. ^" ^^^ 
fall of the latter year, he was elected Treasurer of Mar- 
quette County, and held the position two years. He is 
a member of the Masonic Fraternity, and has held 
every office in the lodge, except that of Master, being, 
at present. Senior Warden. He married, October 12, 
1870, in Tallmadge, Summit County, Ohio, Miss Martha 
Ray, eldest daughter of John W. Ray, who has been 
largely identified with the mining interests of Michigan 
and Canada. They have had three daughters. Mr. 
W^adsworth is a genial, entertaining companion, and 
has, by his kind attention to the many visitors of the 
Upper Peninsula, as well as by his marked ability as a 
business man, added much to the enterprise and success 
of the interests of that section. By his own efforts, he 
has acquired a competence, and the frequent trusts 
reposed in him fairly evidence his character. 




flLLIAMS, HON. WILLIAM D., of Marquette, 
I was born in Washtenaw County, Michigan, 
V'" March 22, 1834, and is the son of General Asa 
and Hannah H. Williams. His father settled in W^ash- 
tenavv County in 1825. Mr. Williams was the oldest of 
five children; he lost one brother, and another was 
severely wounded in the civil war. He received a pre- 
paratory education at Albion, where he attended school 
four years; and, afterwards, graduated from the scien- 
tific department of the State University, at Ann Arbor, 
in 1857. He studied law in the office of Judge Douglas, 
of Detroit; and, in 1859, was admitted to the bar, re- 
moving immediately after to the Upper Peninsula. He 
practiced first in Ontonagon, and afterwards in the 
counties of Houghton, Baraga, and Marquette. Mr. 
Williams is a member of the Democratic party. In 
1869 he was a member of the State Legislature; and, in 
1876, was nominated by both parties, and became Judge 
of the Twelfth Judicial District of Michigan. The 
decisions of Judge WMlliams are conscientious, and 
show a thorough knowledge of the law. While prac- 
ticing his profession, he was largely employed as attorney 
for corporations; and moved to Marquette, in 1874, to 
act as leading counsel for the Marquette, Houghton and 
Ontonagon Railroad Company. While a member of 
the Legislature, he introduced a bill which resulted in 
securing the extension of the railroad from (Champion 
to L'Anse, and will probably secure its extension to 
Ontonagon. » Judge Williams is a large real estate owner 
in the Upper Peninsula, and has always been active in 
advancing the material interests of this section. He 
married, October 26, 1861, Sarah C. Cardell, of Detroit. 
They have three sons. 
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